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University Senate discusses increased study-

abroad enrollment, FYE, CIB bank fees

By BEN LEUBSDORF
Caravan Freelancer

A dramatic increase in the number of study-abroad and
Arabic Language Institute (ALI) students is driving much of the
growth of the student body at the American University in Cairo
(AUCQ), director of admissions Ghada Hazem told the University
Senate on Wed., Oct. 4.

“There is a steady growth in the study-abroad and ALI pro-
grams,” Hazem told the Senate. The number of study-abroad and
non-degree students enrolled at AUC increased by 21 percent this
fall over a year ago, she said, and ALI enrollment was up 22 percent.

In contrast, the undergraduate student population grew by
only 4 percent, and the graduate student body by 9 percent. In
total, she said, student enrollment is up 9 percent.

Hazem said that administrators are concerned about main-
taining the quality of AUC’s instruction in the face of such
increases, and are considering putting a cap on the number of
study-abroad students accepted by AUC each year.

Several professors expressed concerns about a perceived
decline in the quality of the student body this fall, but Hazem said
that there was “zero deviation” in admissions standards from pre-
vious years.

New Western-style universities such as the German
University in Cairo and the British University in Egypt could
begin to draw potential students away from AUC in future years.
Medhat Haroun, dean of the school of sciences and engineering,
noted that "we're anticipating very tough competition in the near
future from the other universities" in the areas of engineering and
technology, and said that "if we stand still, we will lose enroll-
ment."

Hazem said that the university plans to expand its academic
offerings, including adding an architecture major and new engi-
neering programs, “to attract more students.”

But Enid Hill, chair of the law department, expressed concern
that AUC may not hire enough new professors to handle the extra
workload.

“We’ve had a rather long and problematic history of adding

Fall 2006
Applied | Accepted | Acceplancerate | Yield
Unlergraduate B 19 61% 94
Graduate 8 5 55% 5
Nowdegree and Study Abroad 51 4 1% 5
Arabic Language Insttute 25 168 %% 9%

WoRtp Cuass: International student enrollment increased by 21 percent this Fall. An enrollment
cap is being considered.

new things when no new faculty are forthcoming,” she said.
“Some departments are really hurting for faculty right now.”

In other business, Hoda Grant, director of the First Year
Experience (FYE) program, said the new four-day orientation
program for new students was a success. It helped new students
learn about academics and make friends, she said, “so that on the
first day of classes, they do not have this deer-in-the-headlights
look on their faces.”

Grant presented a slideshow and short video about the pro-
gram. Several changes are in the works for the new program, she
said, including reducing the number and length of plenary ses-
sions and adding more interactive workshops. It will next be
offered in the spring.

Mohamed Nagib Abou-Zeid, professor of construction engi-
neering and chairman of the Senate, announced that the on-cam-
pus branch of the Commercial International Bank (CIB) will no
longer charge customers LE 5 to withdraw less than LE 4,000 at
a time. The move comes after several professors complained
about the charge.

“For faculty, this is a significant sum of money. For staff, this
is a very significant sum of money,” he said. Some professors
have also complained about the lack of a special line for them at
the CIB, he said, adding that he passed those concerns on to the
bank management.
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New SU constitution allows

student participation

BY NOREEN OSMAN
Caravan Reporter

The American
University in Cairo’s (AUC)
Student Union (SU) is in the
process of creating a new
constitution and  student
council that will allow more
student participation and
interaction with the SU, said
to Seif Abou Zaid, current
SU president, on Oct. 4.

“We [the current SU]
have a vision to be the voice
of the students and to create
a collective power which
[can] maintain the students’
rights on campus,” said
Abou Zaid.

The previous SU consti-
tution was failing to achieve
its set goals and the student
council only had seven stu-
dent council representatives,
said Abou Zaid, adding that
one of the changes will be to
increase the number of rep-
resentatives.

The SU wants to make
the constitution more com-
prehensible to the student
body and allow more student
participation. “I never really
know what is going on with
the SU,” said Dalia Nabil, an
economics sophomore.

The three main bodies
managing students’ activi-
ties on campus are the
Student Judicial Board, the
Student Council and the SU.
All will face changes in their
structures, functions and job
description. “The current
system does not provide a
good representation for stu-
dents and there’s a lack of
communication between the
SU and the student body,”
said Abou Zaid, adding that
one of the new amendments
is aimed at solving this prob-
lem.

The amendments
haven’t been finalized yet
but a decision is expected
soon although the exact date
hasn’t been specified.

“We [the SU] are in the
drafting phase and working
hand-in-hand with the stu-
dent council to get this
amendment out in the best
shape,” said Abou Zaid.
“The constitution is in the
process of getting a formal
approval from the provost
council and then will be sent
to the senate,” said Donia
Khoully, SU member.

The framework of the
new amendment includes,
changing the senate elec-
tions from constituencies to

a proportional list, to include
minorities’ representatives.
“The proportion list guaran-
tees better representation
than the previous system”
explained Seif. Currently the
Student Judicial Board can-
didates are only elected;
however, the new amend-
ment will push for the candi-
dates to be both elected and
appointed.

Abou Zaid added that
one of the problems the SU
wants to solve through the
new constitution is that it
was previously known only
for its entertainment servic-
es. “Although this is needed,
a Student Union must be
known for its strong repre-
sentation and advocacy of
the student’s rights,” said
Abou Zaid, adding that a
new student’s bill of rights
and obligations has been
approved and will be pub-
lished soon.

The SU has been asked
to focus on issues such as
sexual harassment, anti-drug
campaigns, political and
social awareness, and the
ongoing problem of tuition
increases.

“I have received a lot of

See Constitution, 3

Student Council

lacks representatives

The two faces
4.03 p.m.

of Ramadan

5:40 p.m.

BY SHANNON LODERMEIER
Caravan Reporter

The Student Council (SC) at
the American University in Cairo
(AUC) is teaming up with the
Student Union’s (SU) public
relations committee to increase
the number of council members
and awareness of its activities.

The council, which should
have 150 members, currently has
only seven.

The current SU constitution
says the SC acts as the legislative
branch of the SU helping to cre-
ate a system of checks and bal-
ances between the three branches
— the second being the Student
Judicial Board, which acts as the
judiciary branch of the SU, and
third being the Student Union
High Board or executive branch.

The SU is responsible for
knowing and complying with the
AUC Code of Academic Ethics.
The SC is composed of represen-
tatives elected annually from the
undergraduate, graduate, study-
abroad, English Language
Institute and freshmen students.

According to Ahmed Abou
Hussein, SU development and
planning chairperson and politi-
cal science junior, SC elections
have been pushed back two
weeks in order to give the PR
campaign time to take effect.

One week will be an “informa-
tion week,” where students will
get contact information for the
SC along with general informa-
tion about it. The second week is
devoted to posting banners and
posters around AUC to give stu-
dents an incentive to participate
in SC events, said Hussein.

Most students aren’t aware
of the SC. “I don’t know any-
thing about SC, and I don’t see
any visible outcomes. Maybe
students aren’t involved because
they don’t see changes,” said
Tuline ElI Chourbagui, an art
sophomore.

Elections for council repre-
sentatives will be held on Sunday
Sept. 15. Students can sign up
on in the SU lounge, located in
the Center for Adult and
Continuing Education in Greek
Campus, to become representa-
tives for their constituency.

“The problem is in the
[small] number of people who
apply [for SCJ],” said Hussein.
“It’s not a real representation.”

“If no one signs up, then,
according to the constitution, the
SU has to appoint representa-
tives, which defies the point of
checks and balances. And the SU
might have an influence on the
legislative body,” said Walid
Abdel Rahman, SU service com-
mittee chairperson.
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From CHaos To SieNcE: The streets of Tahir Square are jammed packed before Iftar as people rush home in order fo eat by sunset. Three minutes after sunset, Cairo looks so much better, quiefer, and cleaner.

SU celebrates 6th of October for the first time

By NOREEN OSMAN
Caravan Reporter

The Student Union (SU) celebrated the
33rd anniversary of the 6th of October victo-
ry in the 1973 Egypt-Israeli war in their talk
show on Oct. 4 at the American University in

Cairo (AUC).

“I think we all lack knowledge about the
details of the war and the heroes of the war
and give our attention to other trivial things.
I honestly believe that it would be a good
start to have an annual event in celebration of

our victory. It will allow people to love
Egypt more and more,” said Omar Khalifa,
one of the talk show hosts and a public rela-

tions member in the SU.

The show, hosted by Khalifa and Donia
Al Sadat, a mass communication senior,
generations:
Deputy Anwar Esmat Al Sadat, the late
President Anwar El Sadat’s nephew; war
hero General Gomaa Al-Shawam; and the

invited guests from three

singer Amr Moustafa.

The 6th of October is a celebration of
Egypt’s victory over Israel, the crossing of

the Suez Canal, and the destruction of the
fortifications of the Bar-Lev line in Sinai.
Previously the Bar-Lev line was regarded as
invincible.

Khalifa first suggested the idea of a 6th
of October celebration in one of the SU gen-
eral meetings, in hopes of it being accepted
as a talk show topic. “I felt that it’s very
important for us to celebrate this war,
because this war freed our land, and gave us
back something that belonged to us all along,
yet for some reason people seem to forget

See Talk Show, 2
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Six new library databases cover

Islam, biography, poetry and words

By LINA BARAKA
Caravan Reporter

The library at the American
University in Cairo (AUC) has
introduced six new electronic
databases to aid student research,
said Kaila Bussert, the reference
and digital access librarian.

The new databases include
the Encyclopedia of the Quran
Online, Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, Columbia
Granger's World of Poetry,
Webster's Third New
International Dictionary
Unabridged Online, Arab-Israeli
Relations, 1917-1970 and the
CoreReference (Hemscott).

"Students can easily find credi-
ble academic materials, articles or
books that are unavailable on the
web [using these]," said Bussert.

The databases can be
accessed on and off campus by
authorized AUC users via the
library's proxy server and may be
used by students in different
courses and majors. They are
designed to offer easy access and
a user-friendly interface, accord-
ing to Bussert.

"Each database has its own
subject and topic, and by typing
specific terms in your search
engine box, you can easily find
the articles that you are looking
for," said Bussert.

Many students have tried the
new databases as part of their
research for academic papers.

"I accessed the database from
my home for my history 246
course and it was a major refer-
ence in my paper," said Soraya El

Hag, a political science junior. El
Hag added that the database is
important for foreigners as well,
because it helps them learn about
Islamic history.

Another newly launched proj-
ect, WebFeat, allows students to
search in multiple databases
simultaneously, according to
Bussert. It gives access to several
databases and students do not
have to specify a certain database
for their search. Instead, WebFeat
searches these databases and
gives their combined results.

"The database doesn’t limit
you to the academic books in
class; you can look into articles,
books and journals, "said Sally
Mansour, a business marketing
graduate.

The six databases are newly
launched and haven’t been publi-
cized and thus many students
aren’t yet acquainted with them.
"I haven’t heard much about it
and I never used it yet," said
Amina Abd El-Meguid, an unde-
clared freshman.

Although most students found it
useful, others found it too sophisti-
cated for their basic needs.
"Although the database provided me
with credible academic sources from
various fields, I had to type very spe-
cific terms and I did not get what I
was looking for," said Sandy EIl
Assiouty, a mass communication
senior.

The information literacy
course, Libraries and Learning
Technologies (LALT) 101,
offered by the library faculty to
teach students the tools of library

research, will include information
on how to use the new databases
and electronic books, according
to Bussert. The course is also a
core requirement.

"l would highly recommend
students try it just by going to
library.aucegypt.edu, then go to
‘find articles’ and click on
WebFeat, where you can type in
whatever you are searching for,"
added Bussert.

The new databases are simple to
use and offer a wide selection of
studies to search from. They include:

- The Core Reference data-
base offers detailed financial and
valuation information on U.S.
companies as well as industry
analysis and data.

- The Encyclopedia of the
Quran Online gives access to a
dictionary of Quranic terms, con-
cepts, personalities and place
names.

- Policy statements, declara-
tions and other information from
original documents on the Arab-
Israeli conflicts and the creation
of the state of Israel can be
obtained through the Arab-Israeli
relation database.

- The Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography offers infor-
mation on the lives of 50,000 sig-
nificant people in British history
over the last 2,400 years, includ-

ing 10,000 portrait illustrations.
- Thirteen thousand full text

poems and several poets' biogra-
phies can be obtained through the
Columbia Granger's World of
Poetry.

- There is also an online ver-
sion of Webster's dictionary.

Prayer areas transformed to lounge

BY ASMA ALSHARIF
Caravan Reporter

Students and faculty at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) are complaining that the
prayer rooms on all three campus-
es are no longer restricted to
prayer use.

The Greek campus prayer area,
which is the largest of the three, is
located on the second floor of the
Center for Adult and Continuing
Education (CACE) building, to the
right of the stairs along a small
white corridor. There, the male
prayer area can be seen through
glass windows, and to the left of
that room is a brass sign that reads
“ladies prayer area.”

Both prayer rooms are con-
stantly filled with students chatting,
reading or sleeping while some try
to pray.

“We do not have the authority
to remove them [students] from the
prayer areas. Our job is limited to
cleaning and caring for the room,”
said Abdel Al Mohamed Amer,
housekeepers’ supervisor.

Some students explain that the
ambiance of the prayer areas iso-
lates students from the rest of the
university, providing them with a
safe haven to relax and unwind
between classes. Sali Kandeel, an
undeclared sophomore, said that
the prayer areas attract students
because they are quiet, compared to
other places around campus.

“If you have a three-hour gap,
what are you going to do? Sit on the
plat?” said Alia El Saqa, an unde-
clared sophomore.

According to Omar Diaa, an
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Steep Much?: Although places on campus were specified to Muslim students as prayer areas, stu-
dents now use these areas as hangouts or places fo sleep in between classes.

electronics engineering sophomore,
the Greek campus’ male prayer
area is the best area for naps in
between classes because of the air-
conditioning and cushions.

“It doesn’t bother me when
people sleep in the corners of the
room,” said Dalya Kattoa, a mass
communication  senior.  “What
bothers me is when people study
out loud. All that noise disturbs my
concentration so I often have to
repeat my verses multiple times in
order to complete my prayer.”

Such complaints are not
restricted to the Greek campus
prayer areas. Shereen Hassan, a
cafeteria salesperson in the Main
campus building, said that she is
unhappy that a place of worship is
used as a lounge. “This [using the
mosque for studying or sleeping] is

not right,” she said. “It’s a room for
prayer, and when it’s not prayer
time, then people in there should be
reading the Quran.”

Students  also  complained
about the Falaki underground
prayer area being stuffy. “It is
underground and claustrophobic,”
said Nabeel Ahmad, mechanical
engineering sophomore.

On the other hand, Mohamad
Ramadan, who is also a salesper-
son on the Main campus cafeteria,
sympathized with the students
who use the room for other pur-
poses. “Boys sleep here...some-
times they are tired and need to
rest before classes,” he said,
adding that the males only sleep in
between prayer times and that no
one sleeps during the prayer, as
that would be disrespectful.

Talk Show: Students remember the war

CONTINUED FROM 1

that,” said Khalifa. “People
need to be more patriotic
about their country in order
to move forward. Back in
the 1970’s, people were a
lot more patriotic and that
gave them a big motive to
fight for their country,” he
added.

The show started with
a short clip of Al Sadat’s
life, beginning from before
his presidency and contin-
uing up to his assassina-
tion.

Anwar Esmat Al Sadat
expressed his disagreement
with some people’s argu-
ment that Egypt actually
lost the war.

Al Shawam, who was a
spy for both Egypt and
Israel during the war, dis-

cussed his role in the victo-
ry and the risk he endured
being a double agent and
playing on both sides.
“He’s an inspiration to
me,” said Khalifa.
Students sang along
with Moustafa, who per-
formed a song dedicated to
the late president, along-
side a clip of Sadat’s assas-
sination playing in the

background.
“l haven’t seen the
video before. There are

pictures and clips that I
have never watched; they
were very emotional, and
heart breaking. His death
was a great loss and his
accomplishments and
achievements should live
on and never be forgotten,”

said Naela Al Abbady, a
business administration
junior.

“The talk show was a
great success. I honestly
didn’t think a lot of people
would show up, but they
did and everyone was
interested and participating
throughout the entire dura-
tion,” said Nari Samir, a
business administration
junior.

“Arranging the event
was not difficult because
the SU helped me and
played an amazing role in
it. They showed a great
deal of support when the
idea came up. Without
them I could not have pos-
sibly done it,”  said
Khalifa.
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Patriomism: from left to right: Omar Khalifa, Talk Show host; Gomaa Al-Shawan, Egyptian war hero; and Anwar Esmat El Sadat,
late president Sadat's nephew, celebrated the 6th of October victory with the SU for the first fime.

Students complain, bust

By DiNA BAsioNy
Caravan Reporter

Business administration sophomore
Nahla Enaany found a dead fly in her food
at the Jameel Center (JC) cafeteria in the
American University in Cairo (AUC) a
few days before Ramadan.

"I was shocked and disgusted when I
was having lunch and found a dead fly in
my rice. It was unbelievable," said
Enaany. “My friend also told me that he
once saw a bug in his food.”

But Tarek Abd El Razek, chef of the
Main campus cafeteria, said that he has
never heard any complaints like these
from students. On the contrary, students
always thank him and praise the sandwich-
es offered. He added that the cafeteria’s
highest priority is cleanliness and the staff
always make sure they store and cover the
food properly to prevent contamination.

"We follow the most advanced proce-
dures of preserving the cleanliness and
freshness of our food and all other prod-
ucts," said Hesham Hashish, supervisor of
the AUC cafeterias. The university only
deals with the best food companies in
Egypt, like Faragalla, and everything
undergoes intensive safety and hygiene
checks, he added.

Sandwiches left over at the end of the
day are thrown away, said Ali Mawad, a
salesperson at the JC cafeteria. In addition,
some sandwiches like the club sandwich
are only on sale for two to three hours to
guarantee freshness.

While many students may complain
about the cafeteria food, some students
enjoy it. Sarah Mohamed, an economics
sophomore, said that she has never
encountered problems with the food at the
cafeteria. "I live in the dormitories and I
don't always like the food there, but the
cafeteria food is really great. It's the best
food I eat in Cairo.”

"I find the cafeteria sandwiches really
delicious, especially the fried chicken
sandwich. It doesn't matter if someone

found a fly once or something, it could
happen in any restaurant," said Marwa
Gamal, a business administration junior.

Nabeil Fekry, manager of nutrition
affairs at AUC, said that he has not
received any complaints from students this
semester or in the past eight years, and he
pointed out that students are still buying
food from the AUC cafeterias.

He added that they always make sure
the food offered at AUC meets the high-
est standards of cleanliness and make
sure they offer students’ favorite foods at
affordable prices.

But students complain about the
prices too. Students say that there has
been an ongoing increase in prices of
some products every semester for no
apparent reason.

"I don’t understand why the Kit Kat
dark black chocolate is now LE 8 [in] the
cafeteria," said Salma Mohamed, a psy-
chology senior, who prefers to go to the
supermarket outside campus to get it for
less than LE 5.

Rania Samy, a salesperson at the
Falaki cafeteria, said that prices haven't

most keep on eating in the cafs

brownie, juice and club sandwich and that
the difference is 25 or 50 piasters, which
he called a "subtle change."

"I don't understand why a club sand-
wich, which is basically cheese, costs 4
pounds," said Enaany.

"We have more than 70 items [in] the
cafeteria, why would people complain if
two or three items have increased [in
price]? We always try to keep the price the
same even though the materials we work
with are increasing in prices," said Fekry.

Some students, though, do not com-
plain about the prices, but rather praise
them. "I always get my coffee from the JC
cafeteria. It's very good and cheaper than
L'Aroma or any other coffee shop near
campus," said Mohamed Marzouk, a com-
puter science junior.

Despite complaints, students still
find AUC cafeterias a good place to have
their meals. According to the salespeople
at the cafeterias, the best-selling products
at the Main campus cafeteria are the fried
chicken and hamburger sandwiches. At
the JC cafeteria it’s the brownies and
sodas, while at the Falaki cafeteria it’s
the American coffee.

ToOmMPENEEN
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FresH Foon?: Despite complaints about cleanliness, insect-infested meals and prices, students remain loyal fo the
cafeteria food and prefer it over the alternatives offered around campus.
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Review:

Ramadana delights

By SArRAH NOUR
Caravan Reporter

Located in one of the
best spots in Zamalek, Bora
Bora---confusingly  called
Ramadana during the month
of  Ramadan---offers a
breathtaking view of the
Nile and a soothing atmos-
phere that is hard to find
anywhere else in Cairo.

Three months after its
opening, the open-air Bora
Bora has managed to build a
solid reputation. “I love it
there, it’s the perfect place
to unwind and just catch up
with your friends,” said
Dalia El-Atrash, a business
administration sophomore.

“We pay attention to
detail, for instance, the
music isn’t too loud [as it is]
in other places where the
people aren’t able to hear
each other talk,” said Omar
El-Shami, the manager of
Bora Bora.

Bora Bora also gives
their ~ guests space as

opposed to other places
where the seats are so close
together that you’re practi-
cally sitting at the neighbor-
ing table. Although the
place holds approximately
400 guests, its division and
décor is designed in a way
so that every table has its
own space. It also created a
VIP private area that can
hold about 30 guests.

Bora Bora has replaced
the former Nile Lounge.

“It’s one of my favorite
places this Ramadan,” said
Nadia Adel, a political sci-
ence senior, “It has such a
feel-good atmosphere, the
service is very good and the
shisha [tobacco water pipe]
there is amazing.”

Bora Bora has also cre-
ated a new menu for sohour,
the meal eaten before dawn
begins the next day’s fast,
which includes diverse dish-
es such as foul, shish tawook
and vine leaves. It also
offers a wide variety of sal-
ads, including hommos or

chickpeas; baba ghanoug, a
salad made from eggplants;
as well as Ramadan drinks
like sahlab, a sweet milky
drink, and ammaredin, or
tamarind.

In addition, the mixed
grill, LE 60, and the shawer-
ma sandwiches, LE 18, are
definitely recommended. As
for dessert, the Omm Ali, LE
12, is mouth-watering.

“We are fully booked
almost every night since
Ramadan started, so reser-
vations are necessary a few
days in advance,” said El-
Shami.

Ramadana is open for
sohour starting from 9 p.m.
until 3:30 a.m. daily, with a
minimum charge of LE 85
on weekdays and LE 105 on
weekends, excluding shisha.
As for iftar, the meal that
breaks the fast at sundown,
it is only offered for group
packages.

For reservations call:
02-3350999
Abou El Feda St. Zamalek
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A spAcE 0 UNWIND: Boro Bora is packed every night with visitors enjoying their Nile view and comfortable seating arrangements,

making each person feel at ease without being too close fo their neighboring table.

Foreign students participate

in Ramadan traditions

BY RAGIA MOSTAFA
Caravan Reporter

Although the festive
mood of Ramadan is shared
campus-wide, the practices,
traditions, and experiences
of the holy month differ
between Egyptian and for-
eign  students at the
American  University in
Cairo (AUC).

Most Egyptians find this
month a time of gatherings
with friends and family. It is
an Egyptian tradition that
people join both their imme-
diate and extended families
to break the day-long fast by
having iftar together on the
first day of Ramadan.

"Usually every first
[day of] Ramadan, my fami-
ly [and I] have iftar with my
grandmother at her house
[with] all [of] my uncles,
aunts and cousins," said
Ahmed Hesham, a business
administration freshman,
adding that this is a family
tradition that he hopes will
continue.

Ramadan is a holy
month in Islam where
Muslims fast from sunrise to
sunset for 30 days. It is a
very spiritual and traditional

month for most Muslims
worldwide but in Egypt it is
also a time of celebration
with family and friends.
Observing it is one of the
five pillars, or requirements,
of Islam.

"Ramadan is a good
chance to see my father. I
don’t see him much because
of his traveling, so our fam-
ily usually stays at home
together in Ramadan," said
Sara Hussein, a political sci-
ence junior.

Besides having iftar
together, some families share
another  very  important
Egyptian Ramadan tradition:
watching television together,
especially since there are at
least 10 new soap operas or
family dramas created for
this month. "We used to
watch Bakar, the Egyptian
cartoon, during our iftar,"
said Yasmeen Khalifa, an
undeclared freshman.

In addition, family and
friends also gather for
sohour, the meal eaten
before dawn begins the next
day’s fast, either in homes or
in the several tents that offer
food and entertainment.

Some, like Iman Khairy,
a computer science gradu-

ate, celebrate with their own
traditions. "Every Ramadan
I get a palm tree and deco-
rate it with lightings and
fawanees [Ramadan
lanterns] with my kids like
[a] Christmas tree."

On the other hand, for-
eigners experience
Ramadan in a completely
different way, introducing
themselves to the various
Egyptian and Muslim tradi-
tions.

"Everyday is like a
Thursday here. People go
out daily...I love hanging
out with friends after iftar,”
said Jason Fairbanks, a
political science senior. "I
like the lights and the fawa-
nees which fill the streets.”

Other non-Muslim for-
eign students went as far as
fasting to get the full experi-
ence and share the mood.

"I fasted for a week
although I am not a Muslim,"
said Michael Shoengold, a
political science junior, who
fasted the first week of
Ramadan "in order to live the
experience.”

"I noticed [that] during
this month, people become
more pious, generous and
kind," said Shoengold.

Blue Nile exhibit raises money for
Ethiopian refugees in Egypt

BY MERVAT BOTROS
Caravan Reporter

Mireia Cano’s photography exhibit titled, Blue Nile, featured at the Sony Gallery in the
American University in Cairo’s Main campus, portrays the typical and traditional day-to-
day life of Ethiopians from Lake Tana to Debre Markos.

All the photographs in the exhibit are for sale, and the profits will go to Ethiopian
refugees in Cairo. The exhibit has collected about LE 4050 so far, with each photograph
costing approximately LE 200.

Cano’s photographs concentrate on themes like scenes from nature, boys going to
school and to work with their families in the fields and young females doing household
chores as well as pictures of Ethiopians’ daily food and drink consumption.

Mervat Botros / CARAVAN STAFF

Constitution: Work in progress

CONTINUED FROM 1

input  [for] positive
changes, but I need patience
and support because there is
still a long way to go,” said
Abou Zaid, adding that he
would “welcome any stu-
dent to come to the SU and
voice their concerns to me
or any other member.”

SU members have
found it a beneficial expe-
rience working this semes-
ter. “Working in the SU is
a challenging experience.
It makes us combine the
skills we have, and [those
we] acquire, and imple-
ment them in ways that
benefit us, our university,
and our society,” said Mina

Skandar, an economics
senior.
Students’ opinion dif-

fered about the change in

“The current
system does not
provide a good
representation for
students and
there’s a lack of
communication
between the SU
and the student
body.”

-Abou Zaid

the SU constitution as some
found it effective while oth-
ers didn’t.

“ The Student Union in
general has always been
completely  incompetent,”
said Moustafa Tarek, busi-
ness administration sopho-
more

“T’ve been hearing pos-
itive input so far, and that’s
always a good thing,” said
Marwan Al Abbady, former
SU president.

“ No one ever makes
any changes, that is the
truth, the changes are never
visible,” said  Bassem
Kameel, mass communica-
tion junior.

See Ramadan
through
Egyptian eyes

View exclusive photos by

the Caravan staff in our

online Ramadan photo

gallery

caravan.aucegypt.edu

Q& A

QUESTION:

How do you fill your
mornings in Ramadan?

“l fill them by sleeping
as usual, except now |
have to get up earlier

to pray and for sohour.”

Mai Fariq,
JRMC senior

“I go to the university

[and] then go home

when it is about time
to eat.”

Hadir Marie,
BIO sophomore

“Usually by sitting
around and smoking
cigarettes and
talking.”

Michael Ghazzawi,
ANTH junior

“On weekends | study
and sleep.”

Sara Saada,
BADM senior

“At home, my mom
and | recite verses from
the Quran together, but

here [at university] |

pray and do home-
work.”

Zaineb Tambawalla,
POLS junior




Op-Ed

Oct. 8, 2006

TheVoice

Students got up early, drove on deserted roads, and rushed to their 7:30
a.m. class, to find out that only a handful of their colleagues had shown up.
Why? Because it is Ramadan and everybody is sleeping after watching last
night’s soap operas or staying up all night in the new sohour tent. The holy
month of Ramadan is supposed to be a month of worship and hard work but
somehow it has become the official month to slack off. Why is it that fast-
ing suddenly gives people a reason to skip classes, delay work and basical-
ly go into hibernation mode? It is justifiable that we feel more tired in the
mornings, but this does not mean that all work should stop until the month
ends. Fasting is to make have people realize and thank God for their bless-
ings and show compassion for the less fortunate, not to hold up their world
until eid. It is only normal to be busier in Ramadan, with extra worship,
family gatherings and sohour outings, but if this interferes with the daily
course of work, it defeats the whole purpose of the month. It just does not
make sense to sleep all morning to get through the day, and then wake up
right before iftar just to eat and enter into the post-iftar mode until the wee
hours of the morning and then repeat this routine all over again. It does
make sense to feel tired in the mornings, and it does make sense to go home
earlier for iftar, but Ramadan was never meant to be a vacation. What does-
n’t make sense is for the holy month to become the idle month.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Let’s be practical

I am sending this letter in response to “Stepping Beyond the Bounds”
published in the Oct. 1 issue. Each professor has his/her set of rules and
regulations that we have to abide by. I have taken the JRMC 338 course,
called Voice and Speech, last semester. I assure you that the rules set forth
by the professor are only to grasp the utmost knowledge from the course.
To those who are not familiar with the course description, we used [mind-
fulness] in order to improve both physical and mental functioning in the
Awareness Through Movement sessions.

The professor’s insistence on wearing “comfortable costume” as writ-
ten in the syllabus is very mandatory; the benefits of the course will not be
reaped unless you focus on specific body movements without any distrac-
tion. I, like many of my ex-colleagues who took the course, am veiled. We
used to wear the appropriate attire that would also satisfy the class needs.
You wouldn’t understand the necessity of wearing “comfortable clothes”
unless you attended those lessons where you do certain exercises that
require free and flexible movement.

Mind you, this is not an exercise class. However, I assure you that if
you wore your galabeya during the sessions you would be busy adjusting
your clothes every now and then and lose the benefits of the course. To be
fair, Raya should have also stated that any kind of costume that isn’t loose
and comfortable is also not allowed in this class, like jeans and skirts. I
think she shouldn’t have related her complaint to any religious issues
because it has nothing to do with “respecting the Islamic attire.” In all
cases, the galabeya is not the required Islamic attire (ie: anything that does
not expose your body would be acceptable).

Most importantly, she claimed that “yet one wonders how many stu-
dents were hurt, didn’t know where to turn, succumbed to her pressure....”
is an exaggeration in my opinion. The professor respects her students and I
assure you she does not lose her temper unless she is really provoked. It is
true she has lived in Egypt the past 20 years and is quite knowledgeable
abut Egyptian traditions and beliefs. For those who did not take this course,
1 reassure you it is a great loss as it totally transforms you into a confident
and positive person with an improved voice and speech.

Mona Abdin
Mass communication senior

In these words...

An arbitrary Egypt

YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Editor-in-chief

Ramadan is the one month
that unifies us all as Egyptians
regardless of our religion. It’s a
month of forgiveness, caring,
kindness and selflessness. It’s a
culture of its own.

Our government does a pretty
good job of making our lives miser-
able. We spend 11 months of the
year putting up with the hassles of
corruption, transportation disasters,
unpaved roads and arbitrary deten-
tion. The least that they could do is
make sure the one month that has to
count for Muslims actually counts
for us. If you’re going to make
people wait at a traffic light in the
heat for 30 minutes—-for nothing,
no motorcade, no president or min-
ister, nothing—-expect some form
of rage. People trapped there final-
ly ran through the triple barricades
while others got into fist fights with
the police officers.

I understand that for safety and
security purposes, roads that lead to
wherever the president is going
need to be closed off temporarily;
however, usually only one or two
are blocked. In my case, five were
shut down. If there was a woman in
labor or a man having a heart
attack, they would be long gone.

Our government needs to
model the Ramadan traits of for-
giveness, caring, kindness and self-
lessness and encourage people to
follow what the true essence of

Ramadan is. You see complete
strangers going up to other people
to offer them food and drink. If
complete strangers are able to show
some consideration for each other,
I’m sure that the government can as
well. How can they expect the peo-
ple to be able to fast for the entire
month when they provoke them in
every way possible to break it?
Fasting isn’t only about refraining
from eating and drinking, it’s also
about the spiritual connection with
God and avoiding doing anything
sinful.

Our history with the govern-
ment has never been good. Just start
talking to a cab driver or any citizen
about the government and it is like
opening a dam. So to the govern-
ment, if you’re going to torture
your citizens for 11 months of the
year, then allow them to love you
for just one.

Crazeologies

A new opiate for the masses

REHAAM ROMERO
English News Editor

I don’t believe in patriotism and
I don’t believe in cultural solidarity;
at least not the patriotism and cul-
tural solidarity that people are
preaching today.

The purpose of patriotism and
cultural solidarity today is to dis-
tinguish between people. To be
able to recognize who is one of
“us” and who is one of “them.”
These concepts are exactly why
we hardly see any mingling
between Egyptian and study-
abroad students here at AUC.

Egyptians lecture me about
being patriotic and faithful to the
Arab/Egyptian culture all the time.
My first question to them is, “what
exactly is being Egyptian?”
Whether it’s getting stuck in traffic
every single morning of my life or
eating fuul and taamiyya, somehow
I don’t think that’s what they’re
talking about.

What most people mean by
being Egyptian, or any other nation-
ality for that matter, is blind attach-
ment to something that doesn’t real-
ly exist. It’s humans who have
defined borders and cultures over
time; they aren’t inherent or divine.
It’s humans who have changed
those borders and redefined cul-
tures over and over again. The term
Egyptian is in constant flux so
we’re never going to be able to
define it, which makes it difficult to
attach myself to something I can’t
even define.

I’ve been labeled an “Egypt
Hater” more times than I would
like to admit. My ranting and rav-
ing about Egypt is always met
with the statement: “You should
be more patriotic to your country.”
Being patriotic is not sitting in
front of Channel 1 news everyday

and nodding in agreement when I
know corruption and injustice is
so heavy in the air I could cut

through it.
No. That isn’t patriotism.
That’s bias. Patriotism is being

able to put away the fuchsia-tinted
glasses and really take a look at
your country. Finding faults in
Egypt and talking about them isn’t
treachery, it’s the only way I, and
many other people, know how to
bring about change. You can’t fix
something if you don’t recognize
there’s a problem to begin with.
We’ve traded in finding com-
mon ground between all people for
an idea of nationality and culture
that doesn’t even exist. We’re hap-
pier to hate someone for being dif-
ferent than to realize our own
faults. We’re content in our clear-
cut definitions of who and what
people are because realizing we’re
all fundamentally the same would
wreak havoc on our overly simpli-
fied minds. Finding solace in our
own groups and hating someone
else gives us a sense of pride and
comfort from loneliness and
despair. Patriotism, like war in
Tim Robin’s political satire,
Embedded, is a “noble porno.”
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Resala Volunteers in Action

Help Club
Hand in Hand
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Mohamed Abu Bakr /CARAVAN STAFF

(HAOS: Yameesh, an assortment of dried fruit and nuts, is very popular during the holy month of Ramadan
with families stocking up to have a supply to last them for the entire month. This yameesh shop is locat-
ed near Khan el Khalili.

CROSS WORD:

COUNTRIES

Across

1. The biggest commonwealth country. (9) 1
5. The country that invented vodka. (6)

6. The origin of Christianity, Islam and Judaism. (9)

8. The origin of one of Egypt’s biggest populations of refugees. (5)
9. Buddhism began here. (5)

10. The home of the Pope and Sistine Chapel. (5)

11. Home of the Star Spangled Banner. (3) 3
15. Used to be two countries until they tore down the famous

wall. (7)

16. The world’s “oldest profession” is legal here. (7) 3

17. The home and birthplace of Mozart and Arnold Shwarzenegger.
(7

Down

2. The last troops from this country just withdrew from Lebanon. (6)
3. One of the world’s worst genocides occured in this country. (6)
4. Bastille Day is their national holiday. (6)

7. The location of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, one of the Seven
Wonders of the World. (4)

8. Natives of this country suffered from apartheid until 1994. (5,5)
12. Best cotton in the world. (5)

13. Hosting the 2010 Winter Olympics. (6)

14. One of the allies of World War I, or Entente Powers, that hasn’t
already been listed. (7)

1

11 12

13 14

15

16

17

The solution to the Crossword and word search are posted on the Caravan website.
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