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MIT courses accessible for

AUC students and faculty

BY RAGIA MOSTAFA
Caravan Reporter

Students and professors at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) will be able to access
course  materials from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT), one of the
world’s top technological universi-
ties.

Materials include course syl-
labi, lecture notes, course calen-
dars, exams, video lectures and
teaching techniques and method-
ologies and will be available free
of charge starting Oct. 25, accord-
ing to Mona Kaddah, director of
the Academic Computing Services
(ACS).

“AUC’s participation to this
website will be of great benefit for
students because they will be able
to get an idea about the content of
similar courses they are taking here
at AUC,” said Essraa Mahmoud, an
English literature sophomore.

Mahmoud added that through
Princeton’s Open Course Ware
(OCW), professors can improve
their teaching methods, which will
be useful to students and will make
the course materials taught by
them share “an international aca-
demic standard.”

“A chance like this will make
AUC more visible globally among
other academic institutions and
will add to its high position as one
of the best academic institutions in
Africa,” Kaddah said.

“MIT is one of the best techni-
cal universities in the world
because of its rich resources in
many fields, whether in research or
natural sciences,” said Essam
Montasser, a political science pro-
fessor.

Montasser added that this

move would be particularly benefi-
cial to AUC professors because,
“every professor wants to find out
what the recent teaching tech-
niques [used] by fellow professors

at other universities.”

Some students, though,
opposed the idea of the OCW pro-
gram. “I do not think this project
will be of much benefit as I do not
have time to open and check these
courses,” said Sheriff Assem, a
mechanical engineering junior.

“Every educational institution
should participate in helping stu-
dents and self-learners get infor-

“Every education-
al institution
should participate
in helping stu-
dents and self
learners get infor-
mation to create a
global network of
knowledge.”

-Essam Montasser
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AUC offers new courses during winter session

By BEN LEUBSDORF
Caravan Freelancer

The American University in Cairo’s (AUC) three-year-old winter ses-
sion will expand its offerings to 34 courses this January, including foreign
study trips in the U.S.

“It’s in high demand,” said Ali Hadi, AUC’s vice provost and professor
of mathematics, who oversees the program.

The winter session classes are scheduled to run from Jan. 4 to Jan. 25
for two hours a day, five days a week. They will cost between $2,430 U.S.
and $3,240 U.S. for tuition, housing and other fees, depending on the class.

This year’s winter session will feature 20 new courses. In 2005 and
2006, only 14 January classes were taught, said Hadi. He said that 100 stu-
dents attended the program in 2005 and 129 took classes in 2006. He
expects that number to increase substantially in 2007.

Hadi said the classes attract a mix of students from AUC and foreign
universities. “Usually, these are special courses that target special audi-
ences, especially overseas students who want to come to Egypt,” he said.

In the past, the winter session’s offerings have included an intensive
Arabic language program and a limited number of other subjects such as
biology, political science and art. Joining those programs this winter are a
field study journalism course in the US and “Clinical Microbiology and
Infectious Diseases Surveillance in the Middle East,” which will be taught
by two professors from AUC and three researchers from the U.S. Naval
Medical Research Unit (NAMRU).

“We have the expertise now,” in the department of biology to teach a
class on infectious diseases, said Hamza El Dorry, chair of the department
and one of the course’s professors. “We started collaboration with NAMRU
researchers, and during these discussions it became clear that a course in
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CHancE OF ATMOSPHERE: Princeton University, along with four other universities, is on the list of places
students will visit during the JRMC 299 field study course featured in the 2007 winter session.

this area is needed, not just for Egypt but also for the entire region.”

El Dorry said the course is targeted at public health professionals in the
Middle East, as well as students from Egypt, other Arab countries and the
United States.

“The course is made for the entire region,” he said. “Mainly we want
people from outside” Egypt, he added, noting that in the United States and
other developed countries, “a lot of people would like to see microbial dis-
eases in a country where microbial disease is a real problem.”

Plans are underway to expand the winter offerings further. Hadi said
that an exchange program that would bring foreign students to AUC in the

See Winter Session, 3

mation to create a global network

of knowledge,” said Montasser.
“I hope one day AUC can start

an OCW and share its courses
globally as MIT did because AUC

has efficient professors, good
courses and excellent material,”
said Kaddah.

She added that AUC can start
“phase by phase” and put its cours-
es in a course depository and then
start the website “slowly but sure-
ly,” which will be of great benefit
for both AUC professors and stu-
dents.

“[The MIT materials] will be
easily accessible through the AUC
website and WebCT within two
weeks,” added Kaddah.

“MIT was looking for academ-
ic institutions from all over the
world to host their OCW and AUC
took this prestigious [step of being]
their first mirror site in Africa.,”
said Kaddah.
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CoNGRATULATIONS: Noura Hamdy, a Nikla graduate, poses with her certificate during
the iftar held to congratulate the students.

34 Nikla Village
Students Graduate

By DaLIA EL-SOUKKARY
Caravan Reporter

Out of 540 students who
applied for the Village Literacy
Project in the Nikla village, 34
passed their Egyptian primary
equivalency examinations and were
invited to a graduation iftar on Oct.
8 at the American University in
Cairo (AUC), according to Sherine
Nabih, community development
service coordinator of the Rotary
Cairo Country Club.

According to Dabbour, the
number of classes organized by
AUC, Rotary Cairo Country Club,
and Menaret El Giza Association
for the Village Library Project is
expected to increase from four
classes this year to eight classes
next year. That the percentage of
graduating students is also expected
to increase, he said.

“We wish we would be able to
abolish illiteracy,” said Walaa
Mahmoud, a student who received
her certificate.

“We want to grow and be liter-
ate and to know how to read and
write,” said Abeer Mohamed Asaad,
another one of the students who
graduated.

The Village Literacy Project is
part of the Village Library Project,
which was launched in February
2005 by Sherry Arnold, wife of
AUC president David Arnold. The
Village Library Project was initiat-
ed by the student philanthropy club
Alashanek ya Baladi to establish a
library, computer center and class-
room in the Nikla Village while the
Village Literacy Project was set up
to eradicate illiteracy in places like
Nikla.

The event took place in the

Social Science area of the Greek
campus and those present included
AUC President David Arnold; vice
president for student affairs Ashraf
El Fiqi; governor of the Giza gover-
norate, Said El Borey; chairman of
the Literacy Organization Rafat
Radwan, Sherif Baher Kolta, presi-
dent of the Rotary Cairo Country
Club, and Abd El Fattah Hagag,
head of the Manaret El Giza organ-
ization

After iftar ended, Ramadan’s
day-long fast, the students recieved
their certificates from Arnold, El
Fiqi, Radwan and Baher. Borey,
Fiqi, Hagag and Kolta all gave con-
gratulatory speeches to the students.

The AUC Community Service
Program, in collaboration with the
Integrated Care Society, donated
more than 3,000 books in February
2005, to the Manerat El Giza
Association in the Nikla village,
which is located 45 minutes away
from Cairo’s Lebanon Square in
Mohandiseen.

According  to  Mohamed
Dabbour, the associate dean and
director of student development, the
event will increase future turnout of
both student volunteers and partici-
pants because AUC’s involvement
increases awareness and motivates
students to become involved in the
program.

Nikla was chosen out of a pool
of applicants based on its geograph-
ical location and its need for educa-
tional facilities. Because AUC stu-
dents were involved in the teaching,
the village needed to be fairly close
to AUC.

Maged Rashdan, former presi-
dent of the Rotary Cairo Country
Club, said, “Their work is largely

See Nikla, 2

Slam Dunk

Photo provided by the Sports Department

An AUC team member attempts to score points while playing against the
Ta'lim El ‘Aly team, but loses to them with a score of 40-45. The AUC bas-
ketball team played in a tournament hosted by AUC from Oct. 10 - 15. The

men’s division came in fourth place among the 11 teams participating while
the women’s team came in second out of four teams.
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Art exhbits displays the phases of art pieces

By SHANNON LODERMEIER
Caravan Reporter

The art exhibition, Drawing Through Process,
held in the American University in Cairo's (AUC)
Falaki Gallery, shows the developmental process for
artworks by displaying the different phases the work
goes through, according to Brian Curling, gallery
director and assistant professor in the performing and
visual arts department (PVA).

“[We] put together a point and a counterpoint [to
show how the inner-workings of artists fully devel-
op],” said Curling. “The vision of the show is to show
students how far a drawing can go,” said Carol
Hammel, administrative coordinator of the gallery
and an art senior. She added that all forms of art---
from paintings to set designs---begin as sketches.

The exhibition, which opened on Oct. 9 and dis-
plays the work of 17 artists, attracted students, facul-

ty, and international supporters. The artists were STep-BY-STeP: The Falaki art gallery, Drawing through Process, showed how students developed their

asked to create a piece of art and highlight the process artwork from the start by showing it through many mediums.
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Council on Academic Integrity to

be divided into five working groups

BY SHANNON LODERMEIER the provost for special proj-
ects; Janet Key, lecturer in the
mass communication depart-
The American University ment and managing director

Caravan Reporter

in Cairo's (AUC) new
Council  for  Academic
Integrity (CAI) will be divid-
ed into five working groups
to better pinpoint ongoing
problems with academic
integrity at AUC, said council
chair Mohamed Nagib Abou-
Zeid, professor of construc-
tion engineering and chair of
the University senate.

The five groups are stu-
dent awareness and promo-
tion of integrity, website
upgrading, media support,
academic integrity documen-
tation and policy review and
faculty involvement and buy-
in. One or two current stu-
dent and faculty members of
the CAI will be involved on
each committee.

Committees will make
initial ~ presentations  in
November.

Adham Ramadan, assis-
tant professor of chemistry;
Halah Mohsen, assistant to

of the Caravan; Jayme
Spencer, senior librarian and
director of the AUC library’s
public services; and students
Sally Aguib, a mass commu-
nication sophomore; Sylvia
Ghattas, an undeclared soph-
omore; Bakry El-Jack, a pub-
lic administration graduate
student and Ahmed Amer, sn
undeclared junior, were all
present at the meeting.

The smaller groups will
help the CAI work more
closely with the students and
faculty to determine problems
and create possible solutions
to issues such as exam cheat-
ing and plagiarism, said
Abou-Zeid at the council
meeting on Oct. 9.

According to Mohsen, this
will allow the CAI to work
more efficiently.

The CAI is responsible
for maintaining the AUC
code of academic ethics with
student, faculty, administra-

tors and staff cooperation.

“There is a code of ethics
that faculty, staff, students
and assistants abide
by...Some enforce the code
more than others [and] we’re
going to try to make them
more aware so that there is
consistency,” said Mohsen.

According to Abou-Zeid,
the first step in this process is
to create greater awareness
among students about academ-
ic integrity.

Student awareness cam-
paigns will be designed to
help students understand cur-
rent policies and punish-
ments in hopes of minimiz-
ing violations.

“We want to gradually
move to a zero-tolerance pol-
icy,” said Abou-Zeid. “Even
minor [violations] will not be
tolerated and penalties will
be severe.”

This process will target
students as well as professors
because many instructors do
not punish students for viola-
tions and others do not stress
the consequences.
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“Teachers are being eval-
uated on academic integrity
and [the extent] to which they
abide [by it],” said Abou-
Zeid. “If [there is] any clear
case of lack of cooperation,
the matter will be brought to
the provost's attention.”

The CAI groups will start
their campaign by meeting with
AUC’s four deans and then talk
with individual departments
and professors in the schools.
The CAI also plans to survey
students to assess their knowl-
edge about academic integrity
laws at AUC.

According to Abou-Zeid,
the CAI will not change the
current student integrity poli-
cies, which state that profes-
sors have the right to decide
upon the violation committed
and the corresponding pun-
ishment, since the rules have
only been implemented for
the past two years. However,
CAI members are currently
discussing possible solutions
to issues of low awareness
and effectiveness of the cur-
rent policies.
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A month of spirituality

they went through to complete it for display in the exhibition. Artists
brought in different forms of art, including paintings, sketches, sculp-
tures, videos, clothing and jewelry.

While students attended the opening reception to learn about the
process of creating art, faculty and other attendants came to see and to
support the artists on their first day of the exhibition.

“I think it is good for art [students] to see all this. It makes them part
of the process,” said gallery visitor Zeinab Khalifa, an artist and jewel-
ry maker. Khalifa added that she wants to call students’ attention to how
much effort is put into creating a work of art.

“It is nice to see how artists work. It is inspiring,” said artist Shayma
Aziz, an art graduate from Luxor University.

Verena Liebel, a non-AUCian gallery visitor, was surprised to know
the complexity of the process. “I think you could exhibit this [video] in
Europe and [people] would think it is European,” she said, commenting
on one of the displayed videos.

The exhibition will run until Nov. 2 and is open daily, except for
Fridays, from noon to 6 p.m. and from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.. The exhibition
is also closed during iftar, from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. After Ramadan, the
exhibit will be open daily, except for Fridays, from noon to 9 p.m.
Admission to the exhibit is free and open to all.

Mohamed Abu Bakr / CARAVAN STAFF
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One of the police secuirty guards takes the time fo pray right outside the
Falaki campus. Many use the holy month as a means of getting closer fo
God and becoming more religious by praying all five times a day.
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Nikla: AUC students help wipe out illiteracy

CONTINUED FROM 1

based on community service and
they choose the areas which they
think are most needy of their
support.”

El Fiqi stated that they are
hoping to eradicate illiteracy
from Nikla completely, and
hopefully from other villages as
well, because illiteracy is a bur-
den on the country.

Kolta mentioned that Nikla
is considered an ideal example
due to the effort that has been
put into it and the achievements
that is has made during the past
year.

The books that have been

donated to the Manaret El Giza
Association concentrated on
subjects such as the environ-
ment, children, women and gen-
eral Arabic and English language
education, said Dabbour.

Dabbour also said that there
are two more libraries that they
will open in the near future, one
in Bassaisa in the Sharkeya gov-
ernorate and one in New
Bassaisa in the Saeid gover-
norate. The New Bassaisa library
be named in honor of Cynthia
Nelson, founder of the Institute
for Gender and Women's Studies
at AUC.
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SaY CHEESE: From left to right: Sherine Nabih, a member of the Rotary Cairo Capital Club; Nashwa Naguib, a teacher of the Nikla students; and students Hamama

Mohamed and Neama Ramadan celebrate after an iftar organized by the university.
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Inside Scoop

Si Omar adds a modern twist to Ramadan

By NERMINE EL GINDY
Caravan Reporter

After a long stressful day during Ramadan, the Grand
Hyatt’s tent Si Omar offers the perfect place to unwind
until sunrise by a pool in the open-air where you can
escape from the city’s noises and enjoy a breathtaking
view of the Nile.

“The tent enjoys a unique view of the Nile and the pool
at the same time, as well as delicious high-quality food,”
said Abdel Nasser Fathy, an employee at the Si Omar tent.
"It’s the only place in Egypt [with] such a view."

“It's not a common tent, with its relaxing modern
lounge by the pool, but it still has the Ramadan spirit,” said
Mahmoud Saad, manager of the tent.

A Ramadan tent is a tent set up especially for Ramadan
in restaurants that serve sohour, the last meal of the day
before sunrise, and iftar, the meal that breaks the day-long
fast at sunset. It usually has live entertainment such as
bands, singers, Djs and musicians.

It may not be a real tent, but the setting is colorful,
with a mix of colors including lime green, gold, purple
and yellow. Furnishings consist primarily of comfortable
velvet couches and decorative wooden tables. "I enjoyed
the setting; the couches are comfy and the music is very
relaxing," said Yasmine El Gindy, a political science
sophomore.

"The best thing about this tent is that it is open air,"
said Ahmed Farouk, chemistry senior.

Si Omar is not only an elegant place but also an enter-
taining one. It offers live performances and serves only
sohour. Plasma screen televisions are placed by every table
and the DJ plays soft Arabic music throughout the night.
“We have an oriental band every day [and] singers per-
forming every other day, depending on the number of
reservations we have,” said Saad. The show starts at 11
p.m. and lasts until 1 a.m. "The oriental band cracked me
up with their comedic way of singing and dancing around

Nermine El Gindy / CARAVAN STAFF

Irs ENTERTAINMENT TIME: Si Omar, unlike most Ramadan tents, offers its guests live Oriental music in an open air atmosphere which isn't too

loud, but just relaxing.

tables," said Ahmed Desddouki, AUC mass communica-
tion graduate.

The tent is open for sohour only, which is served from
8 pm until 3 am, with fresh baked bread. The Grand Hyatt
provides the tent with impressive cuisine; the food is
exceptional, clean and tasteful. The sohour menu includes
the regular oriental dishes such as beans, boiled eggs,
yogurt and hommos, and desserts such as Om Ali, a milky
pastry dish with nuts, and Balah el sham, a syrup covered

pastry.

The average price for a meal ranges from LE 75 to 100
LE, which is high but worth it for the high quality food and
service of Grand Hyatt. The foul, or beans plate costs LE
20, stuffed grape leaves costs LE 15, and the mixed grill
costs LE 90. Si Omar also offers Ramadan drinks, such as
gamr el din, a thick apricot drink, which sells for LE 14,
and sahlab, a creamy milky drink, which costs LE 17.

For a reservation call, 3651234. Si Omar is located at
the Grand Hyatt, Garden City.

Q&A

Student files discrimination

complaint against professor

over course dress code

By ASMA ALSHARIF
Caravan Reporter

A graduate student in journalism and mass
communication (JRMC) has filed a religious dis-
crimination complaint against a JRMC professor
for allegedly telling her to drop a required voice
and speech or not wear her Islamic galabeya dur-
ing the floor exercises.

Raya Shokatfard, an American Shi’ite
Muslim of Iranian descent, filed the complaint
against JRMC professor Carolann Clouston with
the Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action
(EOAA) office at the American University in
Cairo (AUC). No date has been set for a hearing.

The course in the broadcast sequence of the
JRMC masters program, which Shokatfard subse-
quently dropped rather than remove her galabeya,
had a “dress code requirement that discriminated
against veiled women,” she said. Shokatfard
charged that Clouston told her on Sept. 18 that
unless she came to class without her galabeya, a
loose garment that covers a woman from the neck
down, she would have to drop the course.

The instructor allegedly told the student she
could wear sweatpants as other veiled girls did.

AUC is no stranger to controversy over
dress codes, having won a case in Egyptian
courts over prohibiting female students from
wearing face plates that hinder identification
at security checkpoints on campus. However,
no statistics are available for the current aca-
demic year on discrimination complaints filed
on this issue.

Such restrictions on student’s clothing do not
comply with AUC’s equal opportunities regula-
tions, according to Hussein Amin, the JRMC
department chair.

“There is no such thing as a course with a

specific requirement of a dress code. We can not
single out a student because of a dress code as
that would be a violation of university regula-
tions and the student would have [the] right to
complain,” he said.

The course syllabus had a dress code and
other instructions that were intended to prepare
students for the class.

“The dress code seems appropriate for the
class since we do exercises that include lifting
our legs and getting into other awkward posi-
tions,” said Hani Seleim, a business senior in the
course. “The instructor is concerned with [the]
benefit [of] the students,” added Seleim.

“I want to focus on the positive side because
this case led me to start a new project and gave
me the motivation to increase the awareness
about the importance of hijab [the Islamic head-
scarf] for those who are unaware of its purpose,”
said Shokatfard.

With department approval, Shokatfard sub-
stituted an independent study course, where she
plans to make a video to educate people on the
Islamic dress, for the voice course.

“I really appreciate the help and understand-
ing [exerted] to accommodate me in this particu-
lar case,” she said, adding that if it were not for
the substitution, she would not have been able to
complete her degree.

"I am also glad that the responsible parties
are taking serious steps to ensure that this would
not happen again," added Shokatfard, stressing
that sometimes professors lack the flexibility to
work with students who have special needs.

Such a case is rare in the JRMC department,
according to Amin, who said that in the past 10
years the number of equal opportunity and affir-
mative action cases in the department has not
exceeded five.

Academic Year Discrimination  |Sexual Harrassment |Hostile Working Environment {Total

2002-2003 4 | 0 j
2003-2004 2 | 2 )
2004-2003 4 | | b
2003-2006 4 0 2 b

Information provided by Paul Donoghue

At ReporTeD?: The following chart shows the number of cases filed for discrimination, sexual har-
rassment, and hostile working environments. Although the chart shows neither a substantial

increase or decrease in the cases, it may be possible that not all cases are reported for a variety of

reasons.

SEE RAMADAN THROUGH
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Winter Session: Field studies for specific
majors included in winter courses

CONTINUED FROM 1

winter and take AUC students abroad in
the summer is currently being negotiated
with a university in East Asia, though he
declined to provide details, because the
agreement has not yet been finalized.

A program that would take AUC stu-
dents to foreign countries for “field study”
is also in the planning stages, he said, and
could begin as soon as January 2008.

Brooke Comer, a lecturer in the rheto-
ric department, will co-teach a journalism
and mass communication course (JRMC
299) called “Writing on the road, discov-
ering America”. The course allows stu-
dents to travel down the East Coast of the

United States interviewing and meeting
journalists, writers, filmmakers and politi-
cians as well as professors at universities
such as Princeton, Columbia and
Northwestern and Duke, said Comer.

“It is an opportunity for cultural dia-
logue and it’s open to any form of journal-
ism,” said Comer, adding that after com-
pleting a final journalistic piece the stu-
dents will receive counseling on how to
pitch their articles to international publi-
cations. According to Comer, American
publications “would be particularly inter-
ested in knowing what an Arab thinks of
the United States.”

Writing circle for

BY LEILA SOBEIH
Caravan Reporter

The Writing Circle, a new program intro-
duced this semester by the writing center at
the American University in Cairo (AUC), is
targeting people interested in writing poetry,
fiction and screenplays, said Melanie Carter,
writing instructor and program facilitator.

“We are very much interested in people
who want to come for help,” said Carter.

Open to staff, students and professors,
the Writing Circle offers creative writing
workshops to help writers develop, or to cre-
ate ideas for writing, said Carter. Unlike the
normal sessions given by the writing center,
which are usually a one-on-one tutoring or
help sessions, these workshops are given to
groups who want to practice, read, or listen to
creative writing. Group members receive
feedback from the workshops’ instructor as
well as fellow members. The writing circle
also differs from the normal writing center
sessions in that it focuses on creative---not
simply academic---writing.

creative writers

The writing center, located at 5 Youssef
El Guindy St., aims at helping graduate and
undergraduate students improve their writing
and communication skills.

Although the program is still new and not
yet widely publicized, many students were
drawn to it.

"It is great because we do not have to
abide by course and credits [rules] to go for
it; it is about a talent that we enjoy and want
to develop. I would like to participate in this
program to help stimulate my own thinking,"
said Lamish Hamdy, an English literature
senior.

"It is a good thing that readers who are in
the group can give you feedback too... It is a
new thing and [it is] very helpful," said Yasmin
El Assal, a mass communication senior.

Sessions are held every Sunday from 2 to
3.30 p.m. during Ramadan in the fountain
area on the main campus or from 5 to 6.30
p.m. during the rest of the academic year in
the writing center office.

"We are very flexible and [are] not work-
ing on a certain plan for each week. We are
ready to organize groups," said Carter.

QUESTION:

What do you think of
Iran holding nuclear
weapons?

“It's [Iran's] right as
long as Israel and the
U.S. have nuclear pro-

grams.”

- Maha Samy
EENG junior

“If Iran had to give it
up, other countries
should do so as well.”

- Dina El Rafie
EENG junior

“If it’s for energy pur-
poses, then why not?
Egypt is doing the
same. But if it is for
weapon [usage], we
don’t need a war in
the Middle East.”

- Hend El Zawahry
POLS freshman

“[The U.S.] has the
whole world in its grasp
and it's good to find
someone to stand
against it.”

- Bahi Ahmed

Undeclared freshman

——

“I think that Iran’s

nuclear program is a
peaceful one and |
think every country in
the world has the right
to possess a nuclear
program.”

- Mohamed Khalifa
Undeclared freshman
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The Voice

The Caravan accepts weekly letters from concerned students, staff and
faculty —- in fact, from just about anyone who has something to say. As
long as the letters adhere to our letters policy, we print them. Until recent-
ly, that is. It’s not that what is coming in is libellous or inflammatory; it is
how it’s being written that is alarming. The standards of the letters we
receive have deteriorated to the point where we’ve started questioning AUC
as an educational institution. AUC thrives on its reputation as a “world-
class” university, but some of the letters we’ve gotten do not meet any
known writing standard. Take this one:

“I as an interactive business major student was interested to join
AIESEC (as internship interchange program: provides its members with an
integrate development experience comprised of leadership opportunities,
international internships and participate in global learning environment.)
to gain experience in the business field as they are linked to many respect-
ed multinationals”. (sic)

We gave up trying to make any sense of it. When we have to deal with
letters like this, we have every right to be aggravated. At the very least,
AUC needs to raise the bar so that all its students can qualify as truly liter-
ate in English, which is one of our institutional selling points. Our “world-
class” standards in English need to be seriously re-evaluated and then
enforced throughout the university.

- CARAVAN STAFF
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Everyone thinks it

Is change that bad for us?

Fouap HAMMOUD
Managing Editor

For a country that was once revered as one of the oldest, most
advanced, and most refined civilizations, Egypt has turned 180 degrees
to become one of the laziest and most simple-minded civilizations. It is
stuck in a mentality that is progressing at the pace of a turtle.

Egypt is a country that could do a lot for itself, yet sadly
chooses the easy way out and sticks to the way it has been and always
will be. The famous Egyptian saying, “What we know is better than
what we don’t know,” has turned into the national motto in terms of the
people, the culture, and of course, the government. Unfortunately, we
don’t even consider what could happen with change in any of these
aspects.

Today, Egyptians prefer taking the easy road, and simplify-
ing concepts rather than coming up with a logical, intelligently-based
result. One other concept which we have all seen is the consequences
that follow an accident in the street. Instead of talking it out and figur-
ing out a rational solution (like anywhere else), we go back to our
Neanderthal ways, and fight it out, which obviously reaches no conclu-
sion.

It is a fact that traditional lifestyles overrule modern
lifestyles in Egypt. We still “purchase” our wives from their fathers,
still shy away from talking about concepts such as sex, homosexuality,
psychological therapy, and women’s rights, and still live with our par-
ents until we decide to get married. And while the rest of the world
advances in issues such as these and begins to evolve and accept them
as parts of their everyday lives, we still are lagging behind, avoiding
these worldly truths, as we fear advancing.

Yet there are a few progressive thinkers in our country who
try to move us forward by opening peoples’ minds on these topics.

When they do this through writing
like Naguib Mahfouz and Nawal El
Saadawi, or movies like The
Yacoubian Building, or anything
else for that matter, the majority of
Egyptian society tends to view
them as rebels who are trying to
“change” our ways, and make them
outcasts from society. The fact of the matter is, these people are trying
through whatever means they know to educate our society, and explain
to people that they need to get out of the dark, to let go of tradition,
and simply take a step forward to change. They are not trying to cor-
rupt our “values,”but are rather trying to make us see the way this
world really is.

Why should Egypt, a country considered once one of the more
advanced countries in the Middle East, fall behind due to its regressive
societal thinking and traditional values just because the people find it
easier not to change?

Be it society, traditions, the people’s general mentality, or even the
government, many Egyptians will continue to be lazy, take the easy
route, and stick to what and who they know just because its too much
of a hassle to start a new wave of thought and lifestyle. With the efforts
of those few people like Mahfouz and El Saadawi who are still trying
to alter the Egyptian mind, there is a hint of change that maybe---just
maybe---can take us somewhere, adjust our mentality to flow with the
world, and return us to the way we used to be...a well-respected, high-

ly intelligent, praiseworthy, and valued civilization.

Hard news.

Soft copy.
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The way | see it

Fashion has no pricetag

CHEREEN ZAKI
Senior Features Editor

I studied fashion for almost
four years and appreciate it like a
fine art, which is why it kills me
to see the girls of AUC butcher it.
Granted, I don’t consider myself
the most fashionable or best-
dressed; I'm more than happy to
show up for class in a t-shirt,
ripped jeans, and flip flops. But
then again, AUC is also not a
place that I would put in an
obscene amount of effort to look
good for.

Fashion doesn’t mean that
you have to wear D&G’s latest
collection; it means dressing to
reflect your personality and your
own unique style. I appreciate
those who are gutsy enough to
pull off different styles. If you
want to wear plaid shorts and
fishnet stockings, go for it...as
long as you can pull it off.

The problem with the girls at
this university is that they truly
believe that anything created by
Gucci, Burberry, Dior or any
other “name” designer is fashion-
able. Which then leads them to
mix and match everything created
by all these designers into one
outfit. You just don’t wear fluo-
rescent-coloured Gucci shoes
with a Louis Vuitton belt, a Dior
hat, and a Burberry bag all at
once. Seriously girls, take it easy!
We know that daddy can afford it;
it doesn’t need to look like Guceci
threw up on you. Now I'm not
going to say that I don’t have an
obsession for the bags and shoes,
but there is a time and a place for
everything.

What really bugs me is that
I’'m positive that when John
Galliano designed Dior’s latest
collection, he didn’t think that it
would be blatantly mixed with
four other brands in an attempt to
show off daddy’s money.

A friend once told me that
fashion has no price tag, and now
I totally understand his point of
view. Just because it’s expensive
doesn’t mean it looks good.
Sometimes trying to show how
fashionable or wealthy you are
can backfire and actually say that
you are merely nouveau riche.

No one is saying don’t wear
designers clothing, especially not
me. Remember that fashion is a
way to present your personality,
which can’t be done if you’'re
plastered in designers. Remember
that simplicity can sometimes be
much classier and that you should
dress for yourself, not for other
people. Don’t wear anything just
to prove that you — or daddy —
can afford it.

AUCians are full of opinions...express them

Send your thoughts to:

YASMEENELMALLAH@GMAIL.COM OR CARAVAN@AUCEGYPT.EDU

here.




Fun

nies

Oct. 15, 2006 5
: WORD SEARCH: FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS
Girls, Eat your heart oot |
; EEBELARXLDEBCMOMGHNSYZEBY | ENY
UyYywcec T ZVOJLOQUI ZNOSYEPKUVDTDO
| TVEEASPSOTHLZE ENIEZEOGQEIEKWWI WG
EWEVNWCDPLHYEEQYUJ JGURI SW
X S GXPDJOV XGNOUOHUJBHBEKTZDUDHDO
JWXMEAYHEBEBYOPMNA AR BIKJILGAEFLOQQEV
¥ | H S ODPSDEMNWNYSOTVDEAETFV
J FWIWMMAOGOLRIEKIRJDWRARMNRARWUCLCWUEB
XU JNTI EKJOMLLHMNOLE EOOHI KSOTD
s Uy ZOoOGEMMNOOTEIPXAPCIDLAXSII K I
"LORCJ'DFP § SWI FUOCPQGHUNLURCKZI GZZND
% § L JGSPTOQAYCZMNOOBRMDZEWI MSNDG
C Il UogAAPT SHERDY SKSSI| EDTGOQUS A
* _3 YV S B ARROGSRTMNIKVWVFXPI METETZ SWUTZBF A
fa.&t:d'M)Ccpst&qumx L.E. 2250 LMVMCJBFZLLLCCHFWI JSCAWAE
OQF ZDERBRY X ZLECOOKDOORWVYVJAL A
OHZCPRWZSVPWFIHKHTEMZCLTETVYPA
The Caravan 1s looking for cartoonists — Conk Door
. . White Castle Johnny Rockets
Interested applicants should bring a Arby’s KFc
Wendy’s Pizza Hut
sample of their work to room 023SS MeDonald’s Chili’s
Taco Bell Domino’s
b f M d O 16 Quizno’s Euro Deli
e€lore on aY9 ct. Mo’ ’men Burger King
Wimpy Subway
CROSS WORD: DIRECTORS
Across
1. This director “snatched” Madonna as his wife. (3,7) . .

12. Most of his movies are based on sex. (5,5)

13. He was the “king of the world” when his movie came out. 3

(5,7)
14. Made one of the scariest movies of all time with the famous

line, “Here’s Johnny!” and a movie with lots of sex scenes

1r

between Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman. (7,7)
15. Starred in a movie he produced where he was left out at sea

with his friend “Wilson.” (3, 5)

16. This famous actor directed one of the most controversial reli-
gious films. (3, 6)

12

Down
2. Remade a movie based on a boy’s love for chocolate. (3, 6)

3. His last movie was made up of two volumes with some of

the most violence ever seen in movies. (7,9)
4. Directed movies based on gangs and mafias in New York.

13

(6,8)

5.This director “makes you an offer you can’t refuse.” (7,7)

6. Directed a space-travel trilogy. (6,5)
7 One of the most famous directors in Hollywood, known for

14

movies about aliens wanting to “phone home.” (6,9)

8. Created a new wave of thriller movies in a trilogy. (3,6)
9. Directed a movie based on one of the most politically active

15

African-Americans turned Muslim. (5,3)

la

10. This young director was the writer of Bruce Willis’ 1999
box office hit with Haley Joel Osmond. (5,9)

11. His movie was based on a true story about a schizophrenic
mathematician. (3,6)

The solution to the Crossword and word search are posted on the Caravan website.
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