Volume 87, Issue 3

CAMPUS WIRE | 2

INSIDE SCOOP| 3

THE NEW CAMPUS IS HERE | Newly veiled confessions

caravan.aucegypt.edu

Alumni launch campaign to

save FEgypt’s Wadi Degla

By DINA BASIONY
Caravan Reporter

Four alumni of the American
University in Cairo (AUC), Hala
Mohi, Sara El Sayed, Magda Nassef
and Philip Andrasevic, have
launched a campaign to save the
Wadi Degla after reading about the
Egyptian government’s plan for the
nature preserve near Maadi. All are
biology graduates.

The Ministry of Environment has
approved the construction of 80 mar-
ble factories at Wadi Degla, which
will create waste and pollution that
will damage the peaceful valley, said
Andrasevic. Twenty factories are
already working.

"I've been to Wadi Degla many
times before. It's a wonderful place
[and will be] a great loss to jeopard-
ize [it] for the sake of industrial fac-
tories that could be built in the huge
deserts we have in Egypt," said
Sarah Yaseen, a mass communica-
tion sophomore.

Minister of Environment Maged
George signed a protocol with Abd-
El Azeem Al Wazeer, the Cairo gov-
ernor, to allow the construction of
80 marble factories on Wadi Degla,

using up 198 acres of the 30 km long
dry river bed in Egypt’s Eastern
Desert.

The area has a high natural con-
centration of limestone, granite and
marble. Its geological life dates back
50 million years and includes at least
20 species of reptiles.

“Wadi Degla is such a beautiful
place. It has some plants, animals,
and insects that are really special. It's
also very close to Cairo, [a] 10
minute [drive] from Maadi, and peo-
ple can go there to relax and enjoy
the beauty of the desert and the rare
wildlife there," said Andrasevic.

The four alumni are collaborating
with Andrew Main, the former biology
chair at AUC, to contact officials and
anyone interested in helping and com-
ing up with suggestions to avoid the
destruction of Wadi Degla.

The group is assisted by AUC
biology professors Suher Zada and
Mushira Hassan as well as by
Richard Hoath, writing instructor in
the department of English and com-
parative literature and a writer for
Egypt Today magazine, said
Andrasevic.

Andrasevic offered to coordinate
a "think-tank" and Nassef wants to
involve non-governmental organiza-

tions, said Main in an e-mail provid-
ed by Andrasevic.

A meeting was held on Sept. 21
at the Environmental Rights
Organization in Habi Centre, a center
for environmental rights in Cairo’s
Hadaek El Koba, to brainstorm sug-
gestions and to organize their work,
said Mobhie.

The group decided to collect
more data by going to Wadi Degla to
estimate the potential damage from
the government projects in order to
spread awareness among those who
do not know that Wadi Degla is
threatened, added Mohie.

“Habi Centre has sent e-mails
and faxes to the offices of the prime
minister, minister of industry, minis-
ter of agriculture and minister of
environment. They delivered a peti-
tion personally to the officials [in
Wadi Degla] and none have respond-
ed to it," said Mohamed Nagie, exec-
utive director of Habi Centre.

“I hope that anyone who's inter-
ested at AUC or anywhere will to
contact us so that we could organize
groups and go talk personally to the
ministers and the officials to ask
them to move the 80 marble factories
somewhere away from Wadi Degla,"
said Nagie.

Enrollment to increase by 25 percent by 2012
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AUC'S NEW ADMINISTRATION BUILDING UNDER CONSTRUCTION: The university’s campus in New Cairo is expected to be finished on schedule in the
summer of 2008. First classes will be held there in the fall.

BY SHANNON LODERMEIER
Caravan Reporter

The primary concern of the
American University in Cairo’s
(AUC) five-year plan is students’
experience at the university, accord-
ing to David Arnold, AUC president.

AUC is striving for higher
marks in the areas of academic
excellence, institutional effective-
ness, international education,
operational excellence, service
and, most importantly, student
experience, said Arnold.

Arnold discussed the new
visions for AUC in 2012 during the
university forum that was held on
Sept. 25 on the Falaki Mainstage.

AUC is aiming to make its new

Katameya campus, which is
expected to be finished in 2008,
technologically advanced, environ-
mentally friendly and accessible to
community, according to Arnold.
But the new campus will also have
a “community feel,” said Arnold.
Both undergraduate and grad-
uate programs are to undergo
changes, including increasing the
annual enrollment growth rate to
accommodate 5,000 undergradu-
ate students and 1,500 graduates.
Undergraduate programs are
expected to have a limited 20 to
25 percent enrollment growth rate
while graduate programs will
have a growth rate of up to 50
percent.
Other changes to undergradu-
ate programs include an emphasis

on increasing international stu-
dent enrollment as well as the pos-
sibility of adding five new majors
in engineering and sciences.
Graduate tuition fees are also
expected to increase to cover
costs. Eleven new masters degree
programs are also being dis-
cussed.

The new graduate programs
being offered make the move to the
new campus worthwhile, according
to Maha Bali, instructional technolo-
gist and programming analyst at the
Center for Learning and Teaching
(CLT). “I am very excited,” said Bali
adding that the increased academic
programs will encourage students to
strive further for excellence.
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Pure Desrr: (Above) Wadi Degla, a large natural area near Maadi, has always been a peaceful getaway for Cairenes,
but it may be destroyed by factories. (Below) Because of the excessive use of Wadi Degla, people tend to be care-
less of the unique preserve and throw their trash aimlessly around.
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Help Club raises money for Lebanon

BY RAGIA MOSTAFA
Caravan Reporter

In a packed Ewart Hall, a
painting of Al-Agsa mosque
was sold for LE 50,000 in an
auction on Sept. 21 held as part
of the Help Club's annual recep-
tion, dedicated this year to col-

lecting donations for the
Lebanese people.
The painting, from the

Lebanese ambassador’s private
collection, was a gift to the
American University in Cairo
(AUC).

"My expectations for the bid
were LE 10 — 15,000 and I was
surprised that the bid reached
LE 50,000. However, I was so
happy to discover that many
Egyptians support the Lebanese
cause and are willing to donate
any amount of their money to
support it," said the host of the
auction, Mahmoud El-Shafei, an
AUC alumnus and a member of
Help Club.

Help Club is a charity
organization run by AUC stu-
dents to help the less fortunate
in poor areas in Egypt through
many  projects, including

tamween
Ramadan.

"Although I didn’t expect
the political theme of the cere-
mony, I found it a good chance
for me to see how people here
react to the political issues sur-
rounding them such as [the]
Lebanon War. I also donated to
help the Lebanese people
because I think that it is a very
good cause,” said Onson

packages  during

"The small lion [in
The Lion King], who
didn’t believe at first

that he was a lion, is us
Arabs. In order to
make a move and have
a voice, we have to
remember our strength
and our great civiliza-
tion.”
-El Abd

Knausenberger, a political sci-
ence study- abroad student.
Mostafa El Abd, Help Club
president, compared the Arabs
to Simba, the main character

from the cartoon feature, The
Lion King, in his speech at the
reception.

"The small lion [in The Lion
King], who didn’t believe at
first that he was a lion, is us
Arabs. In order to make a move
and have a voice, we have to
remember our strength and our
great civilization," said El Abd.

The event also included
three comic skits performed by
members of Help Club that
tackled current issues in the
region like the Lebanon War,
Ramadan and the traffic prob-
lems in Egypt. These were fol-
lowed by two documentaries,
one on the Nusrah campaign to
help the people of Lebanon and
Palestine get their lives back on
track, and the other on the dev-
astation in Lebanon and
Palestine caused by the Israeli
attacks.

At the end of the ceremony,
a clip titled, The Seventh War,
was screened in order to show
what the war would have been
like if it had been fought in
Egypt instead of Lebanon.

Club members as well as
many other students and profes-
sors attended the event.
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Students get a taste of new campus classrooms

By DALIA EL-SOUKKARY
Caravan Reporter

In an attempt to preview and refine
the classroom technology going into the
new campus, the American University in
Cairo (AUC) has created two prototype
classrooms on its downtown campus.
Both classrooms, which use the
advanced technology that will be avail-
able on the new campus, are located in
the Social Sciences (SS) building in
Rooms 125SS and 126SS.

Yet not all students think it will be
useful. “There is too much equipment that
is highly sophisticated and not useful
because the professors do not know how to
use them,” said Dina El Sayed, a mass
communication senior.

Despite the fact that faculty teach in
these rooms, many do not take advantage
of the technology provided in them, said
Michael Allen, director of classroom tec-
nologies and media services. Michael
Lattanzi, a political science professor, said
that he teaches in one of the prototype
rooms and while he finds it beneficial, he
hasn’t used their offered technology.

However, some professors who avoid
using technology to teach because of the
inconvenience of ordering specific equip-
ment for regular rooms, do take advantage
of these “smart rooms.”

The prototype classrooms are known
as Prototype 1, as they are the first version
of the prototype. According to Allen, the
prototype classrooms will be named
Prototype 2 after they have been updated
according to recommendations of faculty
and students who use them. These changes
will be implemented in all the classrooms
in the New Cairo campus, which is expect-
ed to be in use by 2008.

According to Sadek Washi, assistant
director for media services, the classrooms
are equipped with wired and wireless
internet systems, tablet personal comput-
ers (PC), data projectors, a document cam-
era, VCD and DVD players and room con-
trol software, which eliminates the need
for multiple remote controls for the differ-
ent devices installed within the room.

There is also a sound system, a wire-
less microphone, and a telephone in the
room, which will automatically dial the
help line upon being picked up.

The different combination and the var-

ious pieces of equipment are tied together
using a control system that is user-friend-
ly, said Allen.

According to Washi, Room 126SS has
a “single projection,” which prevents the
use of multiple media sources during a
presentation. On the other hand, Room
125SS has a “double projection,” which
allows the use of multiple media sources
such as a PowerPoint presentation and
video at the same time.

Tablet PCs are similar to laptops but
also allow users to write using their own
handwriting instead of a keyboard.
Moreover, it is portable, which allows
the instructor to use it anywhere in the
classroom.

The document camera is a device sim-
ilar to an overhead projector, but is used to
take images of a document to send to a
source, which then projects it.

According to Allen, “It is not true
that the equipment [in these rooms] is
only for faculty.” Students have the right
to use it and are allowed to do presenta-
tions using the media sources that are
installed in these smart rooms. “Students
are more willing to use it and play with it
than faculty,” he added.

Dalia El Soukkary / CARAVAN STAFF

TesTiNG 123: After suggestions by students and staff, the prototype classrooms, which are fully equipped

with the newest teaching technology, will be modified for the new campus.

Ramadan Day 5 - 4:07 a.m.

Mohamed Abu Bakr / CARAVAN STAFF

The Al Hussein Mosque is visited by many Muslims during the holy month of Ramadan as it is

an important symbol in the religion.

Students easily able to transfer credits

By LINA BARAKA
Caravan Reporter

Most students enrolled in the study
abroad program don’t face credit transfer
problems when they return to the
American University in Cairo (AUC), but
only because they follow the procedures
laid out by the office of International
Student Affairs, said Tomader Rifaat, the
associate dean.

The three or four students out of 315
who don’t get department approval for the
courses or find equivalent courses at their
chosen university abroad have problems
transferring their credits back to AUC,
said Fahima Bakr, head of transfer credit
affairs.

Ahmed Feteha, a business administra-
tion senior, studied abroad at Pennsylvania
State University. "It was a great experi-
ence for me and I did not want to come
back. [But the transfer credit] process

went successfully without having any mis-
understanding, thanks to the help of
Fahima Bakr," said Feteha.

AUC’s study-abroad program gives
students the opportunity to study abroad
for a year at the beginning of every fall
semester at such schools as Pennsylvania
State  University, University  of
California, University of Colorado,
University of Massachusetts, University
of St. Thomas, University of Virginia,
Kansai Gaidai University in Japan,
Simon Fraser University, Concordia
University in  Canada, Bocconi
University in Italy and the American
University of Beirut in Lebanon.

According to Rifaat, it is the respon-
sibility of students to get approval from
the department for their courses and to
make sure they have equivalent courses
at the university they are going to. "The
students should also come a year earlier
to ensure that all the regulations are
met... The registrar is responsible for

having the official transcript, but the stu-
dent is the only person who can release
his/her transcript if he/she is in another
college.”

According to Bakr, students who
decide to travel abroad and do not plan
their schedule carefully with their super-
visor are usually the ones who experi-
ence problems.

Basma Berti, an economics sopho-
more, transferred her credits to the
University of Berkeley, California.

"I did not encounter any problem
while transferring my courses. I made
sure that the courses were equivalent to
the other university and all the proce-
dures were complete so everything was
ready by the time I got there," she said.

"The student exchange program is a
package, not just a transfer of credit. The
learning experience is the most impor-
tant element...Just do it and follow the
procedures carefully,” said Rifaat in an
interview.

Forum: Improvements coming to AUC

CONTINUED FROM 1

Arnold explained the university wants to
make the transition from a primarily teaching Graduate tuition fees
school to a school of research that will position AUC
as a “regional center of excellence for research.”
This will be achieved through partnerships with other
universities, research institutions and industry as well

costs.

are also expected to
increase to cover

as by developing research centers
and programs.

The university will also focus
on training and developing the
administration to enhance the
quality of its customer service, he
said.

AUCians participate in
Ramadan soccer tournaments

By NERMINE EL GINDY
Caravan Reporter

Participating in the annual soccer tourna-
ment held by the Heliopolis and Gezira sport-
ing clubs brings students at the American
University in Cairo (AUC) and other mem-
bers of the Cairo community together in yet
another Ramadan tradition.

According to Samira Gebriel, a mass
communication junior and participant, ‘“both
clubs get really crowded, and what is enter-
taining is that they alternate games between
boys and girl on the same day.”

Students who join the tournament see
these matches as a way of having fun with
friends as well as good exercise after break-
ing their fast, said Bella Younes, a mass com-
munication senior.

“I like the Gezira club tournaments more
because there is more of an audience and the
field is much bigger. There are always less
people around at [the] Heliopolis [club],” said
Mariam Auda, an economics sophomore.

Each club awards different prizes to the
winning teams. The Heliopolis club awards

the men’s winning team approximately LE
15,000 while the women’s team wins a trip to
Sharm El-Sheikh with full accommodation or
coupons worth LE 800-1500.

The sponsors for Heliopolis club,
Mobinil and Pepsi, decorated the entire field
with banners and booths of famous cafés such
as Cinnabon, a popular dessert parlor, to
attract viewers to watch the games as well as
eat.

To be part of the tournaments, you have
to pay a fee. In the Heliopolis club, females
pay LE 500 per team while males pay LE
1000 per team. “However, you don’t have to
be a member of any of the clubs to join a team
or to attend the games.” Gebriel says.

There are eight men’s and eight women’s
teams participating in this tournament. The
womens’ teams are formed of five girls, four
players and one goalie, and the mens’ teams
are formed of three players and one goalie.

The opening of the soccer tournament at
Heliopolis Club will be on the sixth day of
Ramadan. The tournament at Zamalek’s
Gizera Club is divided into two parts; Part A
during the first two weeks of Ramadan, and
Part B for the last two weeks.

Secrets of mummification revealed

By MERVAT BOTROS
Caravan Reporter

Egyptian mummies were sold to
Europe in the late 19th and 20th centuries
because many people there believed they
had curative powers, said Salima Ikram, an
Egyptology professor and chair of the soci-
ology, anthropology, psychology and
Egyptology department (SAPE) at the
American University in Cairo (AUC).

"You could find mummies in European
and American homes as well as in muse-
ums. We have lost many mummies in that
respect. If you read English literature and
some French literature as well, you would
find mummies were used as medicine,"
said Ikram.

Ikram made the remarks in a packed
lecture titled, “Make the Dead Live:
Mummies in Ancient Egypt,” held by the
Egyptology Society on Sept. 19 in the Rare
Books library.

Mummies were used in this way
because of the incorrect belief that the
darkened skin color on mummies as a
result of bitumen, a black substance that
was thought to be used by ancient
Egyptians to cover mummies. "You could
go to the Red Sea to get bitumen. But why
bother? They thought they could get it from
mummies."

“It was very interesting. She gave a lot
of examples and outstanding information.
And she has a high sense of humor,” said
George Ayad, an undeclared freshman.

"The lecture was fascinating," said
Darcy Hackley, one of the organizers and
an American Egyptology senior.

Ikram discussed mummies and the tech-
niques that ancient Egyptians used in their
mummification process. The word mummy
comes from the Arabic and Persian words
mum and mumya, which means wax or bitu-
men, explained Ikram, defining a mummy to
be, “an artificially preserved body of a
human being or an animal.”

Ancient Egyptians believed that the
soul would return to the body after death,
so they wanted to preserve the body to host
the soul, which is why they mummified
them, said Ikram.

The mummification process began by
removing the brain, and then emptying the
organs from the body, after which the body
was washed by water and palm oil, said
Ikram. The process ended by drying the
body with Natrona salt and wrapping it for
protection, she added.

The Egyptology Society is organizing
another lecture on "The Rise of
Monasticism" on Tuesday, Oct. 3 from
6:15-8:00 p.m. in the Rare Books library.
Entrance is open to all students, said
Ahmed Seddik, president of the club.
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Professor focuses her art on

her personal role models

By SARAH NOUR
Caravan Reporter

A professor, a cultural histo-
rian and a self-taught artist all-in-
one, Huda Lutfi presented her art
work as part of the performing
and visual arts department’s pre-
miere exhibit in the Falaki fifth
floor gallery at the American
University in Cairo (AUC).

The Sept. 18 opening at the
gallery was crowded with people
coming to see Lutfi’s “Women of
the World Unite” display, along-
side the work of 11 other artists.

According to Lutfi, her
paintings depict her personal role
models to represent the women of
the world, including characters
like Taheya Karyoka, Marilyn
Monroe, and also Lutfi’s mother
and aunt. “Even though I did this
piece three years ago, I think it’s
appropriate for this time because
of all the wars this region is suf-
fering. I see this piece as a call
for peace to save lives and save
the earth,” she said.

Lutfi focused on women in this
particular  display because,
“women could do a better job
bringing peace to the world than
men,” she said, adding, “I don’t
want to call myself a feminist
because the term is vague and car-
ries negative political connota-
tions, but I am for human rights.”

“This is my third or fourth
group exhibit here at AUC, in
addition to one solo exhibit,” said
Lutfi, who has had several
exhibits in Cairo, Alexandria,
France, Germany, U.S., Holland
and Greece. Although she didn’t
receive any formal training in
painting, she won second prize in
the Biennial for Women Artists of
the Mediterranean in 1997 and
also a Ford Foundation Artist
Grant in 2000.

Lutfi is an AUC alumnus who
received a Ph.D. in Islamic cul-
ture and history in 1983 from
McGill University in Montreal.
Missing Egypt’s culture and cli-

Jennifer Hite-Smith / CARAVAN STAFF

SELF TAUGHT: Huda Lutfi’s “Women of the world unite” display can be found
on the fifth floor gallery of the new Falaki building.

mate, she returned home from
Canada and was given the oppor-
tunity to teach Islamic cultural
history at AUC. “I’'m part of this
world,” she explained when
asked why she returned to Egypt.

She now teaches five Arabic
Studies courses, including ARBS
353, 246, 460, 560 and 521, that
cover a variety of topics, including
Muslim political thought, gender
relations in Arab-Muslim traditions,
history of Sufism, Ibn Khaldun’s
theories of culture and history, and
Arab historical literature.

“She has a very strong char-
acter, she’s committed to her
beliefs and she definitely makes
[her] class interesting,” said Mini
Guindi, a business administration
senior and student of Lutfi.

Lutfi originally began her
artistic career in 1991 when she

was a visiting professor at
Harvard University. “I had a lot
of free time on my hands and I
was used to working with my
hands, so as compensation I start-
ed making collages,” she said.

Moreover, she heavily inte-
grates and displays her passion
for her field of study in her art.
“I’'m interested in the popular
culture of the medieval period
with a focus on gender and Arab
[and] Muslim culture. Also,
Sufism in both the conceptual and
popular culture,” said Lutfi.

“I’ve been to her studio and I
know her working environment,
and it completely feeds into her
work,” said Aida El Torie, the
marketing and promotion special-
ist in the performing and visual
arts department.

Ramadan serves as a trial

period for the veil

Nadine EI Sayed / CARAVAN STAFF

A Mix oF CuLTURES: Seated from left to right, Heba Amin, computer science junior; Maha Amin,

mass communication sophomore, and Naela Al Abbady, a business administratio junior.

By NOREEN OSMAN
Caravan Reporter

During Ramadan, it is not
unusual to see Muslim girls at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) dressing more conserva-
tively, because doing so is seen as
a way to honor the holy month.
However, many girls get veiled
only during the holy month, lead-
ing to controversies over whether
the trend is hypocritical or a com-

promise.
The veil has always been a
controversial issue in Islam

because some view it as obligato-
ry for Muslim women, while oth-
ers disagree. Either way, the veil
in Islam is seen by many as strong
commitment to the religion and to
God, which some women are not
ready to take.

According to Maha
Mahmoud, a mass communication
freshman, girls choose to get
veiled in Ramadan because it is
considered a trial period, where
they can test their willpower and
control to see whether or not they
have the ability to make a full-
time commitment to the veil and
to God. Since it is a sacrifice for a
one to do all at once, Ramadan is
a chance for them to try the veil
with less pressure, she said.

Heba Mahmoud, a computer
science junior, decided to keep

wearing the veil after she put it on
for Ramadan. “I had already done
it for a month, and it was great, it
was not ruining my life in any
way. If anything, I felt better
about anything and everything
and there was no reason I couldn’t
be selfless enough to do that little
commitment,” she said.

On the other hand, there are
those whose Ramadan trial period
helped them realize that they were
not ready to handle such a com-
mitment. “I tried it, I really did,
but I realized that if I couldn’t stay
veiled for a month, then I'd be
doing nothing but lying to myself
if I got veiled permanently,” said
Mai Adel, an undeclared fresh-
man.

According to Adel, she
believes it definitely is the right
thing to do but that there’s a cer-
tain dedication and willpower to
it, and that there’s a right time for
it in everyone’s life. “I choose to
believe that I'll get veiled in the
near future. I respect everyone
who has the commitment to take
that step in their life at an early
age,” she said.

“I just got veiled for the first
time this Ramadan,” said Dina
Majzoub, an undeclared fresh-
man. “In the beginning I had no
intention of staying veiled after
Ramadan, but who knows what
might happen.”

Enjoy your lftar with a view

BY LEILA SOBEIH
Caravan Reporter

In the heart of the capital,
Azhar Park’s charming, naturalis-
tic design, its views over the city
and its easy-to-reach location
allow you enjoy the essence of
Islamic Cairo, complete with deli-
cious food and a great ambiance
that guarantees that an outing here
is an outing well spent.

The park includes a variety of
restaurants from Lebanese food at
the hilltop Studio Misr, to a lake-
side view at the more informal
Lake café, and is particularly pop-
ular in Ramadan. We can’t say it
enough: reserve early, reserve
early, reserve early.

Studio Misr offers iftar, the
breaking-fast meal, and sohour,
the meal before sunrise, through-
out the month of Ramadan. "We
serve Lebanese [and] oriental food
and we have a new menu for the
open buffet specially made for
Ramadan. We also have our regu-
lar menu for people who want to
eat [a la carte]," said Hamada
Abdel Salam, the assistant manag-
er of Studio Misr.

The open buffet consists of a
variety of delicious oriental food,
such as kebab, grilled meat, and
grilled chicken. The variety
includes soups, appetizers, salads,
main dishes and desserts. Their

"soup a la créme de volaille" or
chicken cream soup is the perfect
way to break your fast as it is gen-
tle on the stomach, yet gets you
prepared for the main dish. As for
the appetizers, indulge your taste
buds with the classic samboussak,
a fried pastry filled with minced
meat or cheese.

"I like to go there in
Ramadan, it has an oriental
atmosphere and it is so
relaxing because of the
nature around you,”

-Ehab Sonalla, business
administration senior.

“We have a chef who special-
izes in all kinds of Lebanese and
oriental food," said Atia Abdel
Rehim, the assistant operations
manager. With their Lebanese
mezzes, diners can enjoy the ori-
ental music playing in the back-
ground.

As for the main dishes, Studio
Misr offers a variety of choices,
such as the Egyptian Fatah, a meat
and rice dish with garlic, or a serv-
ing of oriental rice with nuts. And
for those with a sweet tooth,
desserts include konafa, a pastry-
like tart with nuts and cream, dates

with milk, and the deliciously
made atayef, or mini-crepes with
nuts and cinnamon dipped in
honey.

The minimum charge is LE
80; pricey, but worth it.

“I advice people to go there, it
is amazing. The iftar is great there
especially in Studio Misr,” said
Khaled El Sallab, a business
administration senior.

Another unique restaurant in
Azhar Park is the Lake café, where
you can enjoy your meal with a
charming view of the park’s lake.
You can have your meal either on
the lakeside terrace or in the gar-
den that looks into the lakes foun-
tain. There are also lit Ramadan
lanterns around the park, creating
a festive atmosphere everywhere
visitors look.

The minimum charge at the
Lake cafe for the iftar menu is LE
65 per person.

“I like to go there in Ramadan,
it has an oriental atmosphere and
it is so relaxing because of the
nature around you,” said Ehab
Sonalla, a business administration
senior.

The one thing you will not
find in the midst of that natural
setting is shisha, a flavored tobac-
co water-pipe. According to Abdel
Salam, the park enforces a strict
policy against serving shisha any-
where in the park.

Photo provided by Mustafa Ezzi

OutDooR SOHOUR: Azhar Park offers a nature-filled view of Islamic Cairo for its vis-
itors during Ramadan and throughout the year.

Q&A

QUESTION:

What do you think of
the Muslim reaction to
the Pope’s comments?

“They shouldn’t
respond violently, but
instead by peaceful
means.”

-Christine Rochdy,
BADM Junior

“It [was] a delayed
[and] exaggerated reac-
tion that did not deliver

the correct message.”

— Dina Mansour,
CS Senior

“It is appropriate
because Muslims
never do that, as we
respect different reli-
gions.”

- Dina Abou El Nasr,
Undeclared Freshman

“| think [that] any leader
in any religion should
be socially intelligent
enough not to insult or

harm other religions by

any means.”

- Noha Shaker,
JRMC Senior

“It was an expected
reaction and they did
what they wanted to
do to deliver the mes-
sage globally.”

—Wedad Gamal,
JRMC senior
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Op-Ed

Oct. 1, 2006

The Voice

For a story that the Caravan was working on, the Security Office at the
American University in Cairo told us that 13 thefts had occurred to date on the
university’s campuses in 2006. We had details on one of these thefts, which
nearly cost a Sudanese refugee his scholarship to study in California. But
when we asked for the information on the other thefts, Gen. Ashraf Kamal,
Director of the Security Office, denied the Caravan permission to see the
alleged reports.

To examine such records is the right —- and the responsibility —- of
any journalist in a civilized country. Particularly when we are told that
13 thefts occurred at this university and then were given no information
to corroborate that assertion. Students, faculty, administrators and staff
have the right to know if crimes are being committed in their immediate
environs. They have the right to be safe, secure and informed about what
is going on where they work for more than seven hours a day, five days
a week.

The Caravan was trying to fulfill its obligation to help them do that by
getting the information we needed for our story. We did not need to pub-
lish the names of the people who filed the reports, but the circumstances of
those alleged thefts should be known. Gen. Ashraf Kamal did not let us fill
that journalistic obligation and we think that should be corrected in the
future. As a result, an important story had to be killed. We all profit from
information; no one profits from the lack of it.

(£{ARAVAN

Established in 1921

YASMEEN EL MALLAH, Editor-in-Chief
Fouabp HAMMOUD, Managing Editor
CHEREEN ZAKI, Senior Features Editor
SHERIHAN AMRO, Senior Arabic Editor

NADINE EL SAYED AND REHAAM ROMERO,
English News Editors
OMAR ELIMAM, Editorials Editor
FARIDA HELMY, Features Editor
SAFAA ABDOUN, SALEH EL AZAB AND SHERIHAN OUDA,
English Copy Editors

AMMAR NOUH, EssaM BADRAN, HASHIM LARRY AND
NAaNcY KAMAL, Arabic Copy Editors

JENNIFER HITE-SMITH, LOBNA FAWZY AND YASMEEN EL
MALLAH, English Production Editors
Hoba Moussa AND Loual EL SABI, Arabic Production
Editor
ANGELA BISHARA AND MOHAMED ABU BAKR,
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KAREEM EL-NAGDY, Webmaster
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AHMED SHAWKI, Arabic Advisor
MAHER EL MELEGY, Secretary

To contact the Caravan, call 797-6743 or come by the newsroom (SS 023).

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Coming together for one another

I’'m sending this letter as a result of my total shock and disappointment.
Earlier this month I read in the newspaper about the tragic and shameful
accident that happened to AUC alumni Amgad Mukhtar Hussein, who had
been verbally and physically abused by a group of police officers on his
way to Quesseir. I will not go through what happened to him.

What disappoints me is AUC’s lack of reaction to such a shameful acci-
dent. I expected something to be done by AUC and especially by the
Caravan and the alumni office. I expected something to be done because I
think of AUC as my second home, not just the university from which I
received my degree. I’'m sure this is the case for the majority of the alum-
ni. I expected something to be done because I believe that the initial phrase
of AUC’s song “We of AUC” has an actual meaning. If AUC ever intends
to show how deep this phrase is, and show how it’s always been and always
will be committed to its alumni as well as to its students, now is the time.

I don’t know what can be done in a situation like this, but to be hon-
est with you, I dream of a protest being lead by President Arnold or
Provost Sullivan to condemn such outrageous and barbaric acts by police
forces. They should ask the Ministry of Interior to formally apologize to
Hussein for the physical and verbal harm they caused him, instead of
saying that this is a minority and suspending the police officer. They
never apologized, and I expect that the officer will be going back to
work in a couple of months.

I wonder, what good is a law which doesn’t put such offenders behind
bars? What good is it to live in a “democratic” country that “values” human
rights when those who have the least authority are above the law, and those
who actually have real power are even further beyond it? What good is to
be liberally educated when we can’t stand up for our rights and the rights
of our friends and colleagues? Have we ever tried to stand up for those
rights? Or do we simply turn our heads and look the other way?

N.B: Amgad is not a relative or a friend of mine. I don’t even know
what he looks like. I’'m just a normal guy who’s trying to do what he can to
stand up for his right and the right of his compatriots to be treated as
humans in their own country.

Mohamed Badran
CS Alumnus

Stepping Beyond the Bounds

When an instructor boasts that in the past 14 years at AUC, she has
never allowed a female student to attend her class wearing the Islamic gal-
abiya, one wonders why this has gone unnoticed for all these years, and no
action has been taken to stop it. Mind you, this is not an exercise class.

This was the case with an instructor who teaches voice and speech for
a TV news course at AUC. Her floor practices require comfortable cloth-
ing which allows free movement. However, a student believed she could
handle the process without removing her galabiya. In response to the
instructor’s continuing pressure, she said, “No, I will not remove my
attire.” As a result, she was told she had to drop the class. It did not end
there, as the instructor may have wished. The student contacted the
President, the Provost, the department chair, and her advisor and notified
them of this gross violation of equal opportunity and affirmative action.

After the advisor contacted the instructor, the instructor’s comment
was that she did not understand the significance of the clothing issue, and
said the student could return to the class. This was hardly an excuse for
someone who has lived in Egypt for nearly 20 years. Due to loss of respect,
the student declined to return.

There is no doubt that many students have benefited from the course
and have improved their voice and speech through this instructor. Yet
one wonders how many students were hurt, didn’t know where to turn,
succumbed to her pressure, and gave up their religious right to dress
according to their faith. The instructor proudly told the class that she
had one female take off her Islamic attire last year and boasted that in
all these years she has never allowed anyone to do the floor practices
wearing that sort of clothing.

Not only were her words appalling to most of the students; her way of
speech was also very disrespectful, and was communicated while shouting
at the 59-year-old graduate student. It is time for this kind of behavior to
stop once and for all.

Several students expressed their anger and dissatisfaction to the grad-
uate student about the way she was treated and encouraged her not to give
up her right. Even a Christian student communicated her displeasure about
the ill treatment.

The situation is presently under investigation and this student is deter-
mined to stay firm until there is a definite decision made about the instruc-
tor’s continued permission to teach at AUC.

Raya Shokatfard
JRMC and TV Diploma Graduate student

Bottom lL.ane Is...

Don’t click your life away

NADINE EL SAYED
English News Editor

I don’t know if you have
watched the movie Click or not, but
it is the story of a guy who found a
remote control that allows him to
fast-forward his life. He can skip
moments in his life and not live
them at all. At first, I liked the idea
and I thought if only I could find
that remote, then I could skip all
these arguments, boring moments,
long classes and heartaches.

But as the movie went on, it hit
me. If I hadn’t gone through all
those moments, I would have never
been the same. I realized that it is
only through experiences that I got
to learn and become wiser and
stronger. No matter how dark
everything may seem when you are
actually going through the hard
times, it is only a matter of time
until you realize that you ultimately
will get through it and learn some-
thing new. You are able to look
back and smile because you now
recognize that you were strong
enough to rise above it and become
wiser. It is only through these mis-
takes and heartaches that you grow.

It is never a shame to make
mistakes but it is a shame if you
don’t learn from them. Fool me
once, shame on you; fool me twice,
shame on me. I also realized how
everything in life happens for a rea-
son that we are often too ignorant to
realize. Accidents are never simply
“accidents;” they always happen in
a specific time and place and for a
reason. It is our duty to recognize

/A i :
this reason and it is only then that
all the trouble we go through is jus-
tified.

I also realized that every
moment in life is worth living, even
the worst of them. It is only when
you go through a lot of problems
with your friends and loved ones
and get over them together, that
your bond grows closer and
stronger. It is only when you part
from those people that you come to
realize how much you love and
miss them and how important they
are in your life.

Imagine you never went
through problems in your life,
How would you ever come to
appreciate the good times? If
every day is a holiday for you,
how will you feel the sweet relief
of Thursday nights? Bottom line:
we might not recognize it and we
might be too shortsighted to know,
but the best things in life come
from those exact same moments
that we so persistently dread.

Have an
opinion?

Put it here.

Send your
thoughts to:
caravan@aucegypt.edu

See Ramadan through

Egyptian eyes

View exclusive photos by the Caravan

staff in our online Ramadan photo gallery

caravan.aucegypt.edu
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WORD SEARCH: CARS CARAVAN LASSICS
MANS—O—MANIA e aumeo mansour
CuUGVI ZHAKYPDIKPERZNIKYI KT CRGH KA"A DA N K4k ‘ N /
MHSDNLVMTOOFATZKXUVGLVAXDO
RLUKYAVCCFQVHTUJUWAPCTFGNYLN
CAEBBDOCEOMVOFFSENCG2Z I MND
S TJXDAL I URPHJI SMXPEMHNUBYDXA
J OPSUAKPBDEYAAFENFEGZGZGT
RTXNCSSFQCUUGUEFPBVOOCUJLO
UuBWVYV XEWYFAGNUJCCS SNRBRDZUPWAYV
OWI XYNAAQYEDAUJTEVZOHROFMS
YCOMRFGCI TOARRDOWOLXTARRBK
LVLFDHEUMYVTI EEEGYVEHOSAOM
HB XPEMHNRSZRHCI HNEOTEA QCHRRSEB
OJMYRSSARPJRULQPAKTDYHUGIL
WY SWZMI RTAEYKJIWTIKUVANETHA
wQl OHBY JDMRUGXZETELULJOAF I Q
XJ GXQHSYMNAI STMBGDA AT I DCNWU
QZB I ZDHWXULEUJUWI VJTFINZBII Q
Hyundai Mercedes Benz
Fiat Chevrolet
Honda Jaguar
Lamborghini Audi
Toyota BMW
Ford Jeep
Ferrari Porsche
Lexus Peugeot
Acura Volkswagen
Lada Renault

CROSS WORD: AUTHORS

Across

1. Wrote about his African nation’s problems that fell apart. (6,6)
3. Wrote about a murder the Orient Express, along with other
murders and mysteries. (6,8)

8. Many of her books became romantic movies such as Pride and 1
Prejudice. (4,6)

10. Wrote a guideline on how to be a good leader. (11)

11. Wrote a series of fictional books about wizards and magic
children that have recently become famous movies. (1,1,7) S
13. Says that “Religion is the opium of the masses.” (4,4) z
14. Nobel Prize winner who just passed away. (6,7)

15. Famous for Green Eggs and Ham and The Grinch. (2,5)

16. Known for her famous romance novels. (8,5) 1t

11

Down
1. Famous for the line, “It was the best of times, it was the worst 12
of times...” (7,7) 13
2. Wrote about a group of kids stranded on an island and who
symbolized anarchy. (7,7)

4. Famous for his scary thrillers, many of which have been turned
into movies. (7,4)

5. His children’s books vividly depicted a chocolate factory and a 1 1%
big friendly giant. (5,4)

6. Wrote a story about the adventures of two young southern boys. _
4.5

7. Lawyer turned author who has had many of his books turned
into movies. (4,7)

9. Wrote about farm animals who symbolized world leaders. (6,6)
12. Wrote a best-selling novel recently turned into a Tom Hank’s
movie. (3,5)

The solution to the Crossword and word search are posted on the Caravan website.
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