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Abou Zaid new Student Union president

The new team celebrating their

victory. The campaigners rejoiced when

the results came out early this election.

VICTORY AT LAST: From left to right top: Abd el Qader, Karim Omara, Seif Abd El Dayem, Omar Said,
Bottom: Ali Bouchellih, Omar Sweillam, Seif Abou Zaid, Waleed Abd EI Rahman, Ahmed Abou

Hussein.

Yasmeen El Mallah / CARAVAN STAFF

BY YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

Cries and whoops of celebration could
be heard across Greek campus at the
American University in Cairo (AUC) as
the students read the vote tally hung on the
door of the Student Union (SU): Seif Abou
Zaid 1,403, Karim Hazem 955 and 74
invalid votes. With a whopping difference
of 448 votes, Abou Zaid was declared the
new SU president last Thursday.

Unlike most years when the results
don’t come out before 11 p.m., the last day
of voting this year in the Falaki campus
ended at 12:55 p.m. Four Student Judicial
Board members, a representative for each
presidential candidate, a general assembly
representative and an SU representative
started counting the votes at 1:30 p.m. and
finished at 6:20 p.m.

“I have to give credit to the family
[campaigners and supporters]...Our plan
was good and our camp didn’t depend on
getting votes by grabbing and forcing peo-

ness...It was expected because we played
clean from the beginning...Seif was the
more qualified candidate,” said Ali
Bouchellih, who will be the new SU vice-
president.

Abou Zaid takes office officially on
June 11, the first day of the summer ses-
sion.

“I’m ecstatic for Seif, relieved and sat-
isfied,” said Mohamed Abou Samra, one of
Abou Zaid’s campaigners.

“I did not believe that we could win
with that difference; it came as a surprise.
I supported Seif because I believed in his
vision and that he will bring change to the
SU and to the student body as a whole.

“The very unique thing about this
camp is that the people who played a large
part are people who are either graduating
or didn’t want to take part in the SU next
year. [They did it] because they believed
in his vision,” said Waleed Abdel Rahman,
a campaigner for Abou Zaid.

“I’m being given a huge responsibility
and I hope to live up to the expectations of

ple to [vote],” said Abou Zaid.

“I can’t express my feelings of happi-

AUC students who did and didn’t vote for
me,” said Abou Zaid.
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Victory AT LasT: Seif Abou Zaid is carried on his campaigner’s
shoulders in celebration of his victory.

Science majors honored for academic achievement

By SAFAA ABDOUN
Caravan Reporter

Some 259 students from the School of Sciences
and Engineering at the American University in Cairo
(AUC) were honoured for maintaining GPA’s above
3.4, said Medhat Haround, the dean of the school.

“We are honouring our best students from the
junior and senior classes who [have] maintained a
GPA of at least 3.4,” said Haroun at the seventh
annual honours ceremony, which was held at AUC’s
Ewart Hall on May 8.

The chairs of the school’s nine departments pre-
sented the awards to students from the junior and
senior classess and honoured an exemplary student
from each class. Michel Hebert, the chairman of the
mathematics department, also announced the win-
ners of the Mathematics Competition, which took
place on May 6.

The ceremony started with a documentary about
the students’ lives throughout the year, showing

their activities in classes and in labs and their inter-
actions with their professors.

“I’'m really happy that I got the highest GPA in
computer science,” said Ahmed El Baz, a computer
science senior.

“I received the honours award last year when I
was a junior. I’'m happy I received it again and that I
maintained my high GPA,” said Rana El Hattab, a
computer science senior.

“It’s a good feeling to get rewarded after work-
ing hard,” said Mahmoud Maher, a graduating senior
in mechanical engineering.

In his speech, Haroun asked the staff, faculty
and parents to stand up for recognition for their own
efforts in advancing the School of Sciences and
Engineering.

“The School of Sciences is continually upgrad-
ing its facilities and has an ambitious plan to add
new academic programs. The school is moving into
a new era to become an internationally advanced
school,” said Haroun.

A star among us

Arabic Studies courses reduced to two

By SAFAA ABDOUN
Caravan Reporter

The American University in
Cairo’s (AUC) faculty senate
approved the recent revision of the
university’s Core Curriculum to
reduce the currently required three
Arabic Studies courses to two.

“Reforming the Core
Curriculum is like trying to move a
graveyard, however the compromise
made is good. Perfect is the enemy
of good and if you want it you’ll
never get there [because] it’s
unachievable. I think this [is a] good
package,” said Provost Tim Sullivan,
who thanked everyone who worked
on the controversial proposal.

After senate resolutions are
passed, they are submitted to
President David Arnold for con-
sideration.

The academic affairs commit-

tee motion was passed with 31 in
favor, three opposing and two
abstaining. George Scanlon, an
Arabic Studies professor, was
among those who opposed the
change, saying that reducing the
number of courses will not guaran-
tee that students will take these
courses. He made a LE 1,000 bet
on the floor that in two years no
junior or senior will have taken
Arab History 246, which Sullivan
openly accepted.

“This proposal put together
resources and possibilities [as it]
looks beyond curricular concerns,”
said Walter Lammi, a philosophy
professor, who has been involved in
the senate for more that 16 years.

“Thanks to everyone who
brought us to this point. I’'m pleased
with the process of debate and dis-
cussion as well as [with] the prod-
uct, which is fundamental to liberal

arts education,” said president
David Arnold. “It’s extremely
important that there be a strong
show of unity.”

Apart from the senate mem-
bers, several university alumni
attended the meeting to express
their views on the proposal.

“It’s clear there is a misunder-
standing about what’s proposed.
We’re missing an opportunity as
AUC [is well-known for its] excel-
lent Arabic Studies [department],”
said Cynthia Harlow, an Arabic
Studies graduate.

Mohamed Nagib Abou-Zeid,
chair of the senate, closed the meet-
ing by expressing his disapproval of
the comments made in the media
about the revision of the Arabic
Studies section of the Core
Curriculum because they were
made to “aggravate the community
against AUC.”

Photo provided by Mohamed Emam

LeaDiNG RoLe: From left to right: Robert DiNiro’s manager, Robert DiNiro, Yusra, Adel Emam, Mohamed Emam and Emad Adib.
Mohamed Emam, a theatre senior, landed his first leading role in the
summer blockbuster movie based on the book by Alaa Al-Aswany,

The Yacoubian Building, which is due to hit the theaters in Egypt on June 21.
The movie was shown in the Berlin International Film Festival last February,
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York last April and will be shown later
this month in the Cannes Film Festival in France, according to Emam.

He added that actor Robert DiNiro liked the movie, and invited
the cast fo his office in New York City.

The movie discusses traditionally taboo topics in Egyptian society
such as homosexuality, politics and gender.
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Employment fair draws students, alums

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

The American University
in Cairo (AUC) held its largest
employment fair ever, with
107 companies attending, last
Friday in the Main campus,
according to Evette Khair, sen-
ior recruitment officer of the
Career Advising and
Placement Services (CAPS)
Office.

“The only difference
between this employment fair
and the other ones is that this is
the biggest of them all,” said
Khair.

Many AUC students and
alumni attended the fair this
semester hoping for a career
opportunity or a summer
internship.

“I came here to apply for
jobs because, except for this
fair, I have no other hopes to
get one,” said Jihan Ahmed, a
business administration senior.

“I am applying for sum-
mer internships because there
are a lot of companies partici-
pating in the fair this year,”

said Ahmed Halawa, a busi-
ness administration senior.

The employment fair is
organized each semester by the
CAPS office and is attended by
many local and multinational
companies as well as AUC stu-
dents and alumni. An AUC
identification card is required
for entrance.

The CAPS office requires
students to hand in their
resumes in order to receive a
booklet with the companies
participating and the vacant
positions. Students then visit
the companies’ booths to sub-
mit their resumes and ask
about the company or the posi-
tions open.

However, some students
complained that they applied
for jobs during the fair before
but never heard back from any
of the companies.

“I applied for a summer
internship last year but the job
offer came at the end of the
summer when it was too late,”
said Halawa.

“I only got feedback from
the CAPS bulletin but I never
got any from the two fairs I

attended,” said AUC graduate
and Beltone Financial invest-
ment analyst Dalia Ibrahim.

Others said that they got
their current positions from the
fair. “I came to the employ-
ment fair in the past and this is
how I got my job,” said Hebah
El Malakh, AUC graduate and
an administrative assistant at
Care International Human
Resources.

“The fair helped me a lot
and I applied for my current
job through it,” said Mona
Maurice, a Human resource
manager at Hindawi
Publishing Corporation.

Students opinions differed
on this semester’s fair. Some
thought the companies attend-
ed were uninterested while
others disagreed, but all agreed
it was more organized than
previous ones.

“It is pretty good this time
as there are a lot of companies
and the booklet is much more
organized than the fall’s [fair]
when I had to go through a
hassle to read [the booklet] or
get it in the first place as the
CAPS office always ran out of

copies,” said Ahmed

“It seems more organized
this year, despite the large
number of companies partici-
pating,” said Halawa.

Others were dissatisfied
with the companies’ represen-
tatives. “A lot of companies
are only there to collect
resumes and they are uninter-
ested to talk or explain to stu-
dents,” said Moussa.

Although companies are not
seeking AUC graduates specifi-
cally, it is an advantage for the
applicant, according to Malakh.

“An AUCian will be a bet-
ter choice, of course,” said
Malakh. “Being an AUC grad-
uate is a benefit because the
English language is very
important to us as a publishing
house,” said Ibrahim.

Other companies are look-
ing for AUC graduates because
they are of higher caliber,
added Ibrahim.

“Our company is a new
one and the employment fair is
a good opportunity for us to
reach AUCians because we
want good quality employees,”
said Ibrahim.

zation of the employment fair added to its success.
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Jog HunT: While many AUCians were dissatisfied with the representatives, all agreed that the overall organi-

PVA play wows audiences

Math competition
sparks student interest

By AMiNA EL SEWEDY

Caravan Reporter
to CNN.

The second American University in Cairo (AUC)
math competition on May 6 on the Greek campus,
aimed to arouse students’ interest in the subject, said
mathematics professor Brian Lucena.

The first-place winner was Ahmed Abdel Fatah,
followed by Ahmed Abdel Rahman in second place and
Khaled Abdel Rahman in third. The winners were
announced during the honors ceremony held for the
School of Sciences and Engineering.

“The purpose of the competition was to get more
people interested in math,” said Lucena.

The competition was organized by the chairman of
the mathematics department, Michel Hebert, and math
professors Mark Werner and Lucena.

"The idea has been [there for] about a year, but we
wanted the right time for doing it," said Hebert.

Although 28 students originally signed up to partic-
ipate in the competition, only 16 showed up. Most of
the participants were engineering and computer science

crash.

The British military refused to say how many British
personnel were killed in the helicopter crash.

The Iraqi crowd chanted, "We are all soldiers of Al-
Sayed" as they threw rocks at the British troops. Iraqi officials
said that five children were killed in the aftermath of the

Although the British officials refused to comment on the
cause of the crash, Police Captain Mushtaq Khazim told the
Associated Press that a missile or a rocket hit the helicopter.
But Defense Minister Geoff Hoon responded that it is unlike-
ly hostile action would cause the Puma helicopter to crash.

Police have enforced an overnight curfew on the British
occupied city to ensure security after the recent events.

The city of Basra, 245 miles southeast of Baghdad, is
home to many Mahdi Shiite Muslims..

YES
23%

On The Wire

Four Iraqis were killed and 29 were injured in a clash
between Iraqis and British troops after the crash of a British
helicopter in the southern city of Basra on May 6, according

Question:

Do you know about

the latest
bombings in Iraq?

NO
77 %

students. "We didn't publicize much,” said Hebert, “The “Itis the usual “It s be the “Itis a tragic “Which one of
math competition [was] on a Saturday with no publici- chaos in Iraq.” Iraqis who caused event.” them? Something
ty and 16 people showed up. Not that bad". the crash.” happens in Iraq
Students found the competition challenging yet vy GE?
enjoyable. Y aay.
"When you come to answer [a question], you find
it very complicated, but when you look at the answer
[you] find it easy," said John Shokry, an undeclared - Noha Wassef, - Omar Maghrabi, S Amn Aref) - Remoun Metyas,
freshman and a participant in the competition. JRMC senior | undeclared freshman ACCT senior CS freshman

"Math is fun and I like it very much. I am very glad

that I came," said second place winner Abdel Rahman.

By NERINE EZZELDIN
Caravan Reporter

A play is usually about the act-
ing, but this time the costumes near-
ly stole the show, said students at the
American University in Cairo.

Tom Stoppard’s play
“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead” was performed by students in
Department of Performing and Visual
Arts (PVA) on the Falaki Mainstage,
from May to4 — 6 and 9 - 11.

The two main characters,
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern,
respectively played by computer
science junior Adham Zidan and
theater senior Shadi Alfons, origi-
nate from Shakespeare’s tragedy,
“Hamlet,” and focus on the unan-
swered question of chance and fate.

Originally small roles in
Hamlet, the play is told from their
point of view in the form of a dia-
logue about whether or not to kill
Hamlet. Although the play ends
tragically, the dialogue gives comic
relief to lighten the atmosphere.

The play was attended by stu-
dents, faculty, and outsiders who
were impressed with the casting and
performance of the play.

“Zidan is very funny and the part
suits him,” said Mohamed Saied, a
mechanical engineering senior.

According to Kegham
Djeghalian, an art senior and
assistant costume designer, the
actors were more energetic in the
performances than during the
rehearsals because of the audi-
ence. “During [the] rehearsals,
[the] actors had people to criticize
[them], but during the opening
[the], audience interacted with
them...This is why the play was
more alive,” he said.

The audience was particularly
impressed with the costume design
for the play, which according to
Djeghalian, was created by two cos-
tume designers from the U.S. under
the supervision of PVA professor
Jeanne Arnold.

“The greatest thing in the
play were the costumes, but of
course after the acting,” said
Henzada Abu Youssef, a mass
communication senior.

While most of the audience
members were impressed with the
play, there was criticism. “I did not
like the way [the actors] over-
acted,” said Saied.

Spring book fair increases sales

Byford, an instructor in the writing program.
To promote the event, there are book fairs

By NaNCY KAMAL
Caravan Reporter

AUC shows alternative spring break photos

The number of people who bought books
this year at the semi-annual Spring Book Fair
increased due to discounts of up to 80 percent,
said Joseph Metri, an assistant sales manager
for the AUC bookstore.

The book fair was held on the Main
Campus at the American University in Cairo
(AUC) from May 6-8.

The book fair is held twice during the
academic year at AUC, once in December
before the Christmas holiday, and again in
May before the summer vacation.

“The AUC Press has had many book pro-
motion events from annual ceremonies to big
and extensive presentations as well as two book
fairs on campus a year,” said Mark Linz, the
AUC press manager. “I think this is a good
opportunity for the AUC community to get to
know new publications from the AUC Press and
from other publishers in United Kingdom and in
the United States, to meet some of the authors
and to purchase books at special discounts.”

The AUC book fair contains textbooks,
AUC press publications, and novels from a
variety of genres from classics to mystery. “It
will be good if the university does more
events like this one since we can pick some-
thing interesting and cheap,” added Richard

that are held outside the university at other
colleges in Cairo. “We make promotions at
[both] Cairo and Ain Shams universities to let
as many students as possible from outside the
university know about this event and come to
buy books,” said Metri.

Authors, including Idris Ali of Dongola,
Mohamed Al Bisatie of Over the Bridge and
Mohamed Makhzangi, the author of
Memories of a Meltdown, came to AUC on
May 7 for a book-signing session.

“I have noticed that there is a very high
demand for the students to start reading and
buying books this year --- more than in the
past years --- and this was proven by the high
sales,” added Youssef Nassif, the bookstore
system senior coordinator.

Many students were impressed with the
spring book fair, but others said that the tim-
ing of the book far was inappropriate and that
the books were not useful.

“It is not the right time for such an event
since all the students have finals and projects
now. Moreover, there are textbooks that are
useless at this time of the semester. Overall, it
is a useful event but they should put out the
books in a more organized way so we can pick
the books easily,” said Hazem Samy, a
mechanical engineering senior.

By KARIM HIGAZY
Caravan Reporter

After traveling to Israel and Palestine
during spring break with sociology profes-
sor Saad Eddin Ibrahim, 44 students
recorded their experiences in the occupied
territories for a photography exhibit in the
Sony gallery at the American University in
Cairo (AUC).

The exhibit, “Alternative Spring
Break,” opened last Sunday.

The trip had no affiliation with the
American University in Cairo (AUC) and
was financed completely by students. The
objective of the trip was to give students a
chance to interview and meet representa-
tives of both sides
Palestinian conflict, including Hamas and
Israeli peace groups. Students also visited
refugee camps to talk with Palestinians
living there, and provided supplies, med-
ical aids and donations.

The trip, which lasted from April
14-20, also gave students the chance to
study social movements, agendas and
revolutions, particularly how those

in the Israeli-

movements transform when they reach
power.

According to the trip’s information
packet, students like Mamie Adams, a
study abroad student majoring in geogra-
phy, went because they were interested in
learning more about the Palestinian
refugee experience in comparison with
other forced migrations. Others, like Clay
Alderman, a philosophy junior, said they
were interested in understanding both
sides of the story.

“I think I learned a lot,” said political
science sophomore Heba Gowayed,
adding that the trip showed her another
dimension of the conflict. She said she
learned more from this trip than from any
book: “It’s not just a political problem; it’s
an emotional and psychological problem.”

“Occupation is occupation...it was
terrible,” said Ibrahim, reacting to the con-
ditions there. Ibrahim and the students
called the trip “quite an eye opener.”

Students had one meeting with Israeli
peace groups, where they discussed the
situation in the West Bank. According to
Ibrahim, some Israelis were understanding

while  others distrustful  of

Palestinians.

were

According to the students, the
Palestinian representatives they met want-
ed the world to give them “breathing
space” and were willing to make deals as
long as the other side was willing to treat
them with dignity.

Student’s question and discussion
topics during the five-day trip ranged
from their “impressions of Ramallah,” if
they were impressed by the speaker Dr.
Aziz Dwiek, what they noticed at check-
points, their impression of Bethleham, if
they were impressed or distressed by
anything they saw, differences between
Tel Aviv university and AUC, if the
Israeli peace movement is “naive” and
their final thoughts on the peace move-
ment in Israel.

Ibrahim said he has “lots of admira-
tion” for the Palestinian side and the way
they had conducted their business as well
as their organization, despite their misery
and turmoil.

“Comparing their elections to ours
was a source of shame,” he said.
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Street food takes a new shape

By FouaAp HAMMOUD
Caravan Editor

Close your eyes and imagine the backdrop of a
straw fence, palm trees, umbrellas and benches. You
would think that this view is on a beach minus the sand;
guess again. This setting is on the street in Maadi, in
the form of a new burger joint, Route 66.

Driving by, the first thing that grabs your attention
is the large yellow Route 66 sign , and a tiny hut near it,
with four benches and three tall tables to sit on. You
would think that it is just another food cart on the side-
walk, but Route 66 is an all-American “on the go”
eatery, with something that makes it stand out from the
rest (aside from being on a sidewalk).

Owner Hatem Mahmoud, an AUC alumnus of fall
2003, graduated with a bachelor’s degree in industrial
chemistry. He decided to take your average round burg-
er and serve it in square shapes to his customers. Most
of you may think that this is weird for a burger, but
Mahmoud’s idea was to “do something weird so people
will come and try it.”

Route 66 only serves burgers, steak, hot dogs and
fries. Each of these categories comes with a different
taste, such as the beef bacon burger for LE 13.95 or the
Chinatown steak with teriyaki sauce for LE 13.50. Prices
do not exceed LE 20 for a meal. A burger meal will keep
you full for a good 6 hours. There are also their mouth-
watering desserts, like the Twix cake for only LE 9.

“The fries and cheesecake are great. It’s a nice out-
door area to hang out at night,” said Nadine Sabry, an
economics senior.

It has its downside, however. Because the location
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is open to the street, you have to pay before you eat, in
case you decide to run off after the delicious meal. The
intense sound of the train passing through Maadi from
time to time will deafen you for a few seconds, and
there is no bathroom, so visit one beforehand.

After graduating, Mahmoud decided not to go into
the family business because getting into the food busi-
ness was a dream of his. He steered clear of the shisha
café market and decided to go for the fast food market,
competing with sandwich places such as Cook Door
and Mo men.

He opened Route 66 in January 2006 with no adver-
tising for the place, no flyers, not even a menu to pass
out. Relying on word-of-mouth, Mahmoud has been
successful enough to have a grand opening on June 1
with a full campaign and advertisements on the radio
and in magazines.

Mahmoud decided to open his American restaurant
on the sidewalk because he wanted to do something
“one of a kind,” and thought people would be attracted
to this. The secret to his successful burgers is that he
managed to hire 15 former McDonald’s staff members
and altered not only the shape, but also the ingredients
of the burgers.

Route 66 is open from 10 a.m. till 4 a.m. and plans
to become a 24-hour burger joint in the near future.
Other plans for the near future are to extend the seating
area and add more greenery.

So if you’re tired of the same cafés all over Cairo, and
think square burgers do sound kind of weird, go and enjoy
a meal on the street, the first sanitary one of its kind.

Route 66: 250 St., Maadi
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ON THE CURB: Located on an empty street, Route 66 will serve you in your car or on their simple benches and high stools.
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BE SQUARE: Route 66's large square burgers are filled with your choice of ingredients ranging from

mushrooms to beef bacon and their special sauces.

The price for paradise

By REHAAM ROMERO
Caravan Reporter

The first Palestinian film to be
nominated for an Academy Award
and to win a Golden Globe last year,
Paradise Now, follows the lives of
two childhood friends, Khaled and
Said. The story documents the most
important event of their lives: a
joint mission of suicide.

Set in the heart of the West
Bank, the movie has been called
one of the most important Arabic
films of our time. The plot focuses
on what would be Said and
Khaled’s last days together, but
when they are intercepted at the
Israeli border and separated from
their handlers, they undergo an
internal struggle, with paradise and
honor promised them on the one
hand and life and peace promised
on the other.

Because of their different
degrees of emotional attachment to
their mission, the audience is rivet-
ed to the screen, constantly wonder-
ing when or if either one will pull
the string that sets off the explosives
around their waists.

Although simple and seemingly
bland, it juxtaposes the usual
Hollywood imagery of death,
destruction and demolition in the
Middle East. The sensitivity of the
actors Kais Nashef (Said) and Ali
Suliman (Khaled) keeps this drama

from sinking into politics and
instead allows us to understand the
inner turmoil of the two men they
portray as they cope with their
duties and their lives.

Going in, especially as a citizen
of the Middle East bombarded with
images and tales of the religious and
territorial battle in Palestine,
Paradise Now shatters any expecta-
tions. While most assume that a sui-
cide bomber is an overzealous, vio-
lent Muslim, the two friends in this
movie are portrayed as simple, con-
fused young men who are torn
between life and death for the sake
of peace.

Students at the American
University in Cairo who watched
the film had mixed reactions
toward it. While Hoda Abdel
Messih, an art senior, thought the
film was an “over-simplification
of a very complex situation,”
Karim Zein El Abedin, a mass
communication junior, said, “The
movie [showed] a certain dimen-
sion that many directors never
would have thought of. It was
great.”

“In life there are no equals. We
can only be equal in death,” says
Khaled to Suha, a secondary char-
acter who forces the men to rethink
their decisions. “If you can die for
the sake of being equal, then you
could find a way to be equal in life,”
she replies.

Not just a pretty face

BY SHAHRAZAD ELFAR
Caravan Reporter

A construction engineering senior stu-
dent at the American University in Cairo,
an opera singer, a model—and most
recently, the second runner-up in the first
Mr. Egypt contest on April 16. That’s
Karim Sherif.

The 20-year-old Sherif will travel to
Germany later this year to represent Egypt
in the first Mr. Intercontinental contest.

Although he initially rejected the idea
of participating in the Mr. Egypt contest,
Sherif said Yusuf Spahi, the official organ-
izer of the Miss Egypt competition and
founder of Face to Face Advertising, final-
ly won him over.

“At first when Yusuf asked me, I
refused. I thought it was kind of unmanly
to participate in a beauty contest, but Yusuf
convinced me that it was more than just a
beauty contest —- it is about the personal-
ity and the way one carries himself,” he
said.

It all started when he was working out
one day, as usual, in the Al Gezira Sporting

Club, when photographer Yusuf Nabil —
who soon became his agent — approached
and asked him if he would be interested in
modeling. Sherif said his first photo net-
ted him LE 600. “It was all pure luck,” he
says.

Before the Mr. Egypt contest, Sherif
participated in fashion shows for Puma,
Calvin Klein, Paul and Shark and modeled
for Vogue International.

At AUC, Sherif will continue to pursue
his initial dream of becoming an engineer
in his father’s architectural practice. His
hobbies include hunting, fishing and trap
shooting.

Sherif says he still leads the same life
he led before the contest, except for the
people who come up to talk to him on cam-
pus, or even on the streets.

“My old friends are the same, they are
few but true friends,” he said. “My dream
doesn’t have to change, it only grows. I
simply don’t see myself as a model only.

“It’s over, it gave me a good feeling,
but that’s that. It did not make me feel
snobbish or anything,” said Sherif of the
Mr. Egypt win.

Yasmeen El Mallah / CARAVAN STAFF

MobeL STUDENT: Although Karim Sherif is an aspiring model, he hopes to become an engineer and help his

father’s practice.

Q&A

QUESTION:

What do you think of

the SJB having a list of

students who alleged-
ly take drugs?

“They do?”

- Mohamed Abou Samra
BADM senior

“Why not use it to pro-
tect students and pre-
vent others from fooling
around with the univer-

sity's reputation?”
- Rabaa Ahmed

ECON senior

“The fact that they were
able to get the names
on that list worries me.”

- Youssef Atwan
POLS sophomore

“They have the right to
use it, but it has to be
confidential.”

- Samara Bablli
JRMC senior

“They are not here to
judge.”

- Mohamed El Sherif
POLS sophomore




Op-Ed

May 7, 2006

The Voice

The only phrase heard more than, “Did you vote?” last week through-
out campus consisted of constant complaints about the campaigners for
both candidates who were not only pushy, but downright forceful. Just
walking into campus, students were attacked by mobs of students wearing
green and orange t-shirts who dragged them to the voting booths, even if
they were in a rush.

An anonymous letter distributed around campus called on the Student
Union candidates and their supporters to change not only their campaigning
tactics, but also to be more transparent in their dealings within the union and
to respect the students they represent. Sadly, this is an opinion that is shared
by many students, even if only one of these students was brave enough to
take an action and voice his or her concerns.

The choice of whether and for whom to vote should be one that is up to
the students, not something that is forced upon them and that they have to
go through merely because they are cornered on their way to class.

Our message to the candidates and their supporters: Respect yourselves
and respect those you’re asking to vote for you. Make your campaigns an
example for your country, not a reflection of its last elections.

- CARAVAN STAFF
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

A first-hand look at Palestinians’ every day lives
During spring break, I went on a trip to the West Bank with Saad Eddin
Ibrahim, a sociology professor, and several other students. On the way
there, the bus company representative explained that there are several hun-
dred thousand Palestinians living in Jerusalem and there is no fear of ter-
rorism from them. He said that because they go to work and send their
kids to school, they live normal lives and don’t want to interrupt that. The
Palestinians on the other side of the security wall are a different story.

After we arrived in the West Bank, we sat out to meet the new presi-
dent of the Palestinian Legislative Council, Hamas party member Dr. Aziz
Dwick. He welcomed us and commended our professor as a promoter of
democracy in the region. He also pointed out the phrase written on the
sign above him at the front of the Palestinian parliament chamber. It was
a verse from the Qur’an which indicated that the idea of democracy has
roots in and is a part of Islam. He questioned why the Palestinian people
were being punished for playing by the rules and successfully engaging in
the democratic process.

I asked him if it were possible in Islam (since it has democracy in its
roots) to lead a non-violent struggle based on love rather than revenge or
hatred just as Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. did for their peo-
ple.

He did not latch on to my idea and it would have been naive to expect
that he would. But he did say in answering me that he received a letter
from friends in South Africa who suggested he find a peaceful way to move
ahead and because of that, he sent a letter to the Israeli side to try to open
a dialog. Several of the students said that they appreciated my question,
but what was most encouraging to me was that Ibrahim told me that my
question was an excellent one. He said that now that Hamas has taken
power, they are going to have to find a face-saving way to move ahead, and
it was good that I had brought up such an option.

As we left, one of the other students remarked to the professor on how
surprised she was at the warm treatment of this Hamas leader. She asked
him if he thought he was just good at playing politics and putting on a smil-
ing face in front of a crowd, or if he was really genuinely that warm. The
professor responded that the man is very much a newcomer to democratic
politics and the way we perceived him is likely exactly the way he truly is.

Nathan Bech
ALI student

The reality of the Emergency Law

Last Sunday, one of my friends was approached by policemen who
asked for his national ID and then decided to search him. My friend object-
ed on the basis that the police officer doesn’t have the right to search him
and an argument took place. The policemen started swearing at us using
profanity and multiple hand gestures. One then summoned an officer who
threatened that he would frame all of us for drug charges no matter who we
are, saying that he wasn’t scared of anyone and that he has the right to do
what he wants. He told us that under the emergency law, he can take all of
us in and do whatever he pleases with us. He promised to destroy our future.
Finally, one of my friends managed to cool the officer down by telling him
who exactly he was and what university we attended and what our parents
did for a living. The officer started to change his tone with us and let us go.

As far as I know, or rather what the government has been telling us for
the past decade, is that they are using the emergency law only against ter-
rorists and drug traffickers. The government never told us that the emer-
gency law would be used by its policemen and officers as an instrument to
terrify people who are having a snack in a car or peacefully walking on the
streets of Egypt. The conclusion that I got is very simple: not only is the
government lying to us, but we are also naive and stupid to believe them.

This is the reality we are currently living in. In other words, if the gov-
ernment wishes to arrest anyone or to walk into anyone’s home, they can do
so no matter who he is and what his social background is. Not only that, the
law itself allows the government to confiscate any property and money. So
for the next two years there will be 70 million people living without any
rights. The emergency law, like any law, is printed. I strongly recommend
that every student in AUC get a copy of the law so he/she can educate them-
selves on the extent of their vulnerability under it.

Mohamed Sabry
Mass communication senior

When will a Muslim woman be more than what she wears?

I would like to reply to Alaa’ Moussa’s letter regarding the hijab writ-
ten in the May 7 issue of the Caravan titled “Defending the Hijab.” With all
due respect to your view and comments, how do you see the veil giving an
identity to Muslim women? According to various theological sources,
Muslim scholars are still debating the issue of hijab and so it has never been
fully linked with the Muslim identity. If you look even more closely, cov-
ering the hair for women is in Judaism and Christianity as well. So the part
where you claim that it gives Muslim women their “identity,” is seriously
missing a lot of support. You say, “we give social statements to the world
about who we are.” For all I know, with the veil and all the contradictions
surrounding it in our society, it sends only the wrong message that our
women have very little rights, because they don’t really have a choice of
what to wear.

You say that hijab is not a sign of oppression but a sign of libera-
tion. With all due respect, I have to disagree with you here. Hijab is a
definite sign of oppression, as it heavily objectifies women to just their
looks and not who they really are. Therefore, you contradict yourself
when you say, “with &ijab we have given up attitudes that used to and
still evaluate women according to their beauty and attractiveness.”
Again besides contradicting yourself, you sound too patriarchal in your
view of Muslim women. The way [ see it is that women also find men
handsome and attractive, so why not ask the guys to cover their hair as
well? Judging women or men by their looks is objectifying them,
whether they’re showing skin or covered.

In our rather patriarchal society, it’s women who pay the heavy
price of interpretations of religion. I believe we can only move a great
step forward when we begin looking at Muslim and non-Muslim
women as more than what they wear.

Ahmed El Menoufy
Political science junior

L.eft Behind

PAssAND HAMMAMI
English Copy Editor

There are some people you just
can’t help but get attached to and these
people mean a lot to you. For one
thing, you feel like you have to see
them every day while you still can.
Some of them will always make you
feel good about that ‘A’ you got on a
test or even encourage you to go for
something you have always wanted to
do, and when they would say ‘go for
it,” they would really mean it. Then
there are the people you know by
remembering their familiar face and
they’ll always smile back at you when
you see them. But the closest people to
you are the hardest to let go of. They
form something I like to call your sup-
port group. They’re your girlfriends,
your sister or even that cool professor that you have really interesting con-
versations with.

When it’s time to graduate, there’s a certain feeling that you get in your gut
and it’s always, “Shoot. I'm graduating, I need to get a job.” I don’t feel that way,
but I still have a whole year ahead of me at AUC. But what I am feeling is the
fear of being left behind. Three years ago, I came to Egypt and met a certain
group of people who I consider to be my family and these people have affected
my life in different ways, always for the better. But now, the time has come for
them to graduate.

I’'m not saying I’ll be completely alone, but it’s a matter of my being used
to the fact that I see these people every day in university, after classes, for lunch
and even during the holidays. It could be a weakness that I easily get attached to
people, but I think every one of us could relate to that. Sometimes you really do
need that friend who always helps you when you have a problem, that friend who
can always make you laugh about something that frustrates you or that friend
who points out your flaws to make you better.

People will always make a difference in your life and because friends are
always surrounded by each other’s company, it makes it seem harder to be able
to grow and make changes on your own. People say that if you could count the
number of friends you have on one whole hand, then that’s all you need. But
what if those five good friends are graduating and leaving you behind in a uni-
versity that is so wild and hectic. What do you do then? The question could strike
you as a sad one, think again. Maybe putting oneself out in the crazy city of
Cairo alone, and especially in AUC, could be one insane ride but I'm sure that
when I’'m done, but I'll want to do it all over again.

Check on It

HASsAN HASSAN
Production Editor

There are always plans. Teachers,
parents and almost every adult I have
encountered has encouraged me to set
plans and stick to them. Most of the time,
the plan is to finish school, go to college,
graduate and five years later, magically
have a stellar career, a wife and three
perfect children.

Fortunately, life is rarely that boring
and never goes according to plan. My
first day at AUC was running around
with my sister, who I'm sure was very
embarrassed showing a freshman
around, getting my ID done, English
exemption exams and registration. On
that first day, I never expected that I
would actually, even slightly, regret graduation. I didn’t know how much this
college would change me until the prospect of leaving finally hit me.

As I wallow in a schizophrenic state of excitement, apprehension and a bun-
dle of sadness in the pit of my stomach, I'm shocked most by being upset. Let’s
just say it’s been a tumultuous few weeks.

While procrastinating, simply staring at the mounds of work growing at an
insane pace, I’ve figured out it is the lifestyle (more so than the actual place) that
I have grown accustomed to. Getting coffee, bursting into class 10 minutes late,
missing a class and going somewhere for lunch after a “stressful” day. As lax as
my time here has been, I realize how important it was in shaping me.

At the end of the day, graduation is the culmination of four years of work, play
and a lot more fun than I expected. The idea of leaving is bittersweet.

Another rather disturbing thought is that I pretty much have no idea, none,
about what I could possibly do when I graduate. I have always had a problem of
seeing the end result rather than what gets me to that point, the end rather than
the means if you will. While I envision independence, lots of money and an
amazing career, I can’t imagine what exactly will get me to that point.

With everything positive that comes from independence, there also comes a
certain pressure. I no longer have the luxury of skipping class and sitting sipping
coffee and having a cigarette, convinced that this is the deepest conversation I
will ever have. Leaving means responsibilities, leaving means pressure to suc-
ceed, leaving means finally growing up in every sense of the phrase.

Now here’s the cheesy part. I am going to miss coming here every day.
Shock of all shocks, I will miss seeing people I care about every day. I will miss
ditching class and doing nothing instead. I will miss some professor’s bad
English and I will also miss being inspired by others. I will miss complaining
and screaming about how someone is personally out to get me and completely
ruin my life.

While you worry about what courses to take in the fall, we don’t have an
idea what our potential careers have in store for us. You can choose your profes-
sors and drop your class, while I mumble severe obscenities at whatever boss I
have. It is time to grow up, calm down and finally move on.

While looking forward to the change, but it’s just when someone asks me,
“So what are you doing with your life?” that I get pangs of panic running up and
down my spine. Really, I don’t know what I’'m doing tomorrow, let alone the rest
of my life.

Basically, as the graduation blues reach their extreme, leaving isn’t as easy
as it seems. So to everyone leaving, congratulations and good luck.
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