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By MOMEN MOHAMED
Caravan Reporter

The Student Union (SU) held its annual pres-
idential election debate last Wednesday at the
American University in Cairo’s (AUC) Ewart
Hall to allow candidates Karim Hazem, Seif
Abou Zaid and Bassem Raouf to explain and
defend their campaign strategies.

According to Hazem, an electronics engi-
neering senior and the current SU treasurer, the
best way for the SU to get closer to the students
is through representation of the majority and not
a specific section of the student body. “The key-
word is awareness,” said Hazem, emphasizing
the “awareness of problems and the awareness to
empower and develop.”

Abou Zaid, a political science senior and the
current SU public relations chairperson, said his
main goal for the SU is to serve, represent and
entertain the student body.

“We shall change the SU to make AUC a
better place, full of leaders who are full of
awareness and initiatives,” said Abou Zaid.
“We are here to complete, not to compete, ini-
tiatives to develop youth through a national stu-
dent’s summit.”

After each candidate gave their speeches,
students asked questions to clarify points and
past experiences, such as the mishaps in the SU
talk shows during the past two semesters that
Abou Zaid had organized, or the donation given
by Islamic televangelist Amr Khaled to the SU,
which was handled by Hazem.
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PRESIDENTAL CANDIDATES: From left to right: Seif Abou Zaid, Karim Hazem and Bassem Raouf discussed their plans for the

future of the Student Union.

According to Mohamed Diaa, an electronics
engineering senior, “The questions were the best
part. They were the ones everyone wanted to ask
and that the candidates needed to answer.”

He added that “the answers were amazing,”
but said that Hazem’s answers were much better
because he actually gave justifications and expla-
nations. “Seif [Abou Zaid] didn’t answer the

questions completely,” said Diaa.

“They both spoke very well defending them-
selves, but Seif [Abou Zaid] answered well.
Hazem just answered to impress the people,” said
Kareem El-Nagdy, a computer science senior.

“I think it was all a matter of preparation,”
said Diaa. “One candidate prepared more than
the other.”

A lifetime of photography

Controversy surrounds
renewal of emergency law

Hassan Hassan / CARAVAN STAFF

Mass communication professor Robert Jones's exhibition,
“My Back Pages,” features 37 years of photographs.

AUC alumnus jailed for protesting

BY SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN
Caravan Editor

On  Monday, April 24,
American University in Cairo alum-
nus Ahmed El Droubi was alleged-
ly robbed, beaten and arrested by
police-sponsored  thugs  when
protesting on behalf of the judiciary,
according to a “Free Droubi” blog.

The blog was posted on the
Internet by his friends in an attempt
to free El Droubi, said Bassem
Khalifa, an AUC alumnus and a
friend and contributor of informa-
tion to the Web site.

“The blog was set up so that
people would be more aware of the
[situation]. We felt that we were
handicapped and couldn’t do any-
thing about the issue,” said Hussam
El Tayeb, an AUC alumnus and one
of El Droubi’s friends who helped
set up the blog. “This was a way in

which we could help.”

El Droubi was arrested for par-
ticipating in a sit-in organized by
the Judges Syndicate protesting the
government’s prosecution of two
Egyptian judges who spoke out
against election fraud.

“The thugs violently attacked
Ahmed and his colleagues (which
led to his eyeglasses breaking), tore
down the Egyptian flag they had
with them, and kidnapped Ahmed
and his colleagues,” said the blog.

El Droubi and 49 other protest-
ers were arrested and held in Al
Khalifa transient prison for five
days. The site claimed that “Al
Khalifa is known to be a nightmar-
ish place, not prepared to host pris-
oners for more than a few hours.”

Currently, El Droubi is in Torah
prison. According to Khalifa, the

See DROUBI, 2

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

The Egyptian government’s
renewal of its controversial emer-
gency law for another two years
was met with opposition from stu-
dents and professors at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC), who argued that the bomb-
ings in Dahab were only an excuse
to oppress people.

“What we have now is an
attempt by the leading party to
maintain control over the society,”
said Walid Kazziha, the chairman of
the political science department.

Many students thought that the
government used the Dahab bomb-
ings to further strengthen their grip
on Egyptians citizens.

“It was supposed to be can-
celled last year as promised and
now they took [the incident in]
Dahab as an excuse not to take a
step forward for democracy” said
political science junior Salma Abu
Senna. “Now we are actually going
backwards.”

“What happened in Dahab gave
the government power to keep
restricting the society and it is total-
ly unjustifiable for the president to
break his promise when the govern-
ment does not even know who did
it,” said Maha Gabr, a political sci-
ence senior.

“This is another step in the
wrong direction. Police sources and
terrorist attacks terrify Egyptian
people and hinder any real change
for reform,” said Ibrahim EI
Houdaiby, an AUC alumnus and an
affiliate of the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Houdaiby added that the emer-
gency law is used to suppress peo-

ple and the government is taking
advantage of the country’s terrible
security condition: “The regime is
struggling and it is clearly opposed
by everyone. Therefore if it does
not reform, it will eventually col-
lapse.”

The decision to extend the
emergency law for an additional
two years came last Sunday during
the People’s Assembly session and
was approved by the National
Democratic Party, the ruling party
in Egypt. This decision has been
opposed by other parties in the par-
liament who attended the session
wearing black sashes with the
words “no for emergency law”
printed on them.

The emergency law has been
enforced in Egypt since 1981 after
the assassination of President
Anwar El Sadat. Under it, the press
is severely censored and organized
demonstrations have to be pre-
approved by the government.

President Hosni Mubarak had
previously promised to cancel this
law by the beginning of June, due to
many internal and external pres-
sures, and to replace it with anti-ter-
rorism legislation.

Other students thought that
there was no intention to cancel the
law in the first place. “This is all in
vain. Apparently, they did not want
to cancel it from the beginning,”
said Yassmine El Sahar, a political
science junior.

Kazziha said that what hap-
pened was normal because in poli-
tics it is normal for the ruling party
to avoid giving up any portion of its
power so the government would not
to give up the emergency law easily.

See EMERGENCY, 2
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AUC delegation receives
first place award at NMUN

By RYM IBRAHIM
Caravan Reporter

The Model United Nations
(MUN) delegation from the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) won first prize in the gener-
al assembly of the National MUN
(NMUN) competition in New York
City over spring break out of 239
participating universities.

This is the first time that the
AUC delegation, which consisted of
only 23 delegates and one head del-
egate, has won first place in the
national conference, which took
place from April 11 to 15, according
to Omar Elimam, a business admin-
istration junior and a World Trade
Organization (WTO) delegate.

“We represented South Africa
across 13 different committees cover-
ing topics such as WTO agriculture,
partnership for development in Africa
and nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East,” said Hedayet Heikal,
an electronics engineering senior and
the head of the AUC delegation.

“I think it is an amazing
achievement for AUC because AUC
was the only university outside of
North America that received the
award this year,” said Heikal.

In 10 years of participating in
this conference, AUC has won the
“Honorable Mention Award” four
times, the “Distinguished Delegation
Award,” and now the “Outstanding
Delegation Award.”

“Being in the general assembly
of the United Nations during the
announcement of the awards was
unusually tense. We knew we had
worked hard, but hearing AUC
come in first place was absolutely
gratifying,” said Elimam.

According to Ahmed
Ghalwash, a political science junior
and a WTO delegate, “[The AUC
delegation was] the only delegation
from Africa and the Middle East.
Universities from the U.S. congrat-
ulated us, saying that it is inspiring
and impressive that students outside
the U.S. are of such high caliber and
have achieved outstanding status.”

Photo provided by Omar Elimam
Loun anp Proud: The AUC delegation, which included 24 students, won the
“Outstanding Delegation Award” for the first time this year.

Presidential candidate withdraws

By YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

Bassem Raouf, an electronics
engineering senior and one of the can-
didates in this year’s Student Union
(SU) elections, announced at the
annual debate on May 3 that he’s with-
drawing.

Raouf, who is also the academic
committee chairperson of the SU,
said, “I am not running for the election
itself but nominating myself to send a
clear message to the leaders of the uni-
versity through the debate.”

Raouf’s message was directed at
the audience for the debate: “[My
message is that] there is a corrupt sys-
tem of elections that influences us and
dissolves the power and unity of the
student body. [It] discourages people
[from participating in] the elections.”

“People put the criteria for choos-
ing their candidate as their last priori-
ty,” added Raouf. He said that a lot of
fights break out, people consider a

Yasmeen El Mallah/ CARAVAN STAFF
SEND A MESSAGE: Bassem Raouf only nominat-
ed himself in order to speak at the debate
about elections corruption.

person’s racial background and eth-
nicity and rumors are spread during
the election days.

“We are in a current state of crisis
and it is up to us to take action for
AUC, our community and our coun-
try,” added Raouf.

Daily election coverage can be found in the

Caravan’s online edition: caravan.aucegypt.edu
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HOOD dances for charity

BY SHARAHZAD ELFAR
Caravan Reporter

The Hallucinations of Obsessive
Dancers (HOOD) has donated the
revenue of their second perform-
ance, which was held in Ewart Hall
on April 28, to the Community
Service Office at the American
University in Cairo (AUC).

Seventeen dancers, including
four international students, capti-
vated the audience with their danc-
ing, including 14 hip hop and two
modern dances. The event was
sponsored by Nike women.

Mahmoud Shoukry, the founder
of the club, said there are two mes-
sages he wants to convey through
the performances. The first is that
the performances take a lot of effort,
and the second is to showcase their
talent, which they are using to help
their community.

Louly Selim, the vice-president
of the club, said the club members
started preparing for the perform-
ance during the winter break,
adding that all the “HOOD” dancers
have a dancing background.
Members suggested ideas for the
dances as friends more than as
members of the same dancing
group, she said.

“I think they’ve grown since
their last event. They were energetic

and original with a new flavor. They
were totally and utterly awesome. I
know this because I'm their num-
ber-one fan,” said Ikram Abdi, a
biology sophomore.

“I liked the creativity and the
diversity of the dancers,” said Jen
Canty, a study-abroad student.

“They are contagious: they
make you want to go crazy and
hyper like them... they are like
stress relievers,” said Nesmah
Elkestawy, a biology senior.

“When I perform, I tell a story,
I bring something to life. My most
vivid moments are those on stage,”
said Shoukry, adding that he takes
the performances very seriously and
that he and his group gain experi-
ence from the concerts.

“It is to help each other be the
next generation of performers,”
he said.

The club was founded in Spring
2005 after Shoukry thought of
organizing a hip-hop dance concert
at AUC. He suggested the idea to
Dalia Eissa, the head of the Office
of the Cultural Activities, and she
encouraged it.

The idea of establishing the
HOOD club followed the concert, as
the idea was new and unique, said
Shoukry. They came up with the
name after he had done many per-
formances at high school, he added.

Saudi Prince Talal
calls for Arab unity

By ALYy EL GAMMAL
Caravan Reporter

Prince Talal Bin Abdel Aziz Al
Saud of Saudia Arabia, who
financed the university’s American
Studies program, said Arabs want
equality, democracy and greater
freedom during his speech on
“Political Reform: U.S. and Arab
Perspectives” last Wednesday in
Ewart Hall at the American
University in Cairo (AUC).

Prince Talal discussed the role
of the U.S. in the political reform of
Arab nations. Focusing on bringing
peace and stability to the region,
Prince Talal said unity should be
the Arabs' goal. "Forty years ago it
was unusual to ask this, but now
Arab countries are discussing these
issues," he said.

He also discussed the interfer-
ence of the U.S. in various attempts
to polically reform these nations,
specifically Iraq and Iran.
According to Prince Talal, there is
a "fear of the U.S. striking Iran due
to the deterioration of the
Republican Party there," but the
Arab world is trying to encourage
Iran to adopt peaceful measures.
He stated that he understands the
threats of nuclear power and yet
the Arabs should allow it "only
under peaceful conditions and
international standards."

The issue of the U.S. invasion
of Iraq and other Arab nations was
also clearly acknowledged.

"The situation in Iraq is radical-
ly different [from] what we were

promised by the U.S. government,"
said Prince Talal. However, he
added that it is now up to coalition
forces to enforce democracy and
peace in Iraq.

According to Prince Talal, the
U.S. is not to blame for attempting
to aid Arab nations to become more
democratic because it is a super-
power and the Arab region is a frag-
ile set of systems in need of politi-
cal and economic guidance.

"It is possible to come up with
solutions suitable for our Arab
nations," he said, adding that during
his trip to the U.S. he realized that
"American media is subject to
Zionism" but the U.S. is nonethe-
less willing to listen as long it is not
being attacked.

Prince Talal called for unity
and understanding among Arabs
to reach their goals of internal
political reform, and asked the
Arab world to agree on the basics
and principles and successfully
adopt them.

“The members of the Arab
League should be honest in their
proposals and try to implement
their proposals," he said, adding
that the Arab leaders are "lacking
collective support.”

Education also plays a very
important role in democracy in the
Arab world, he added, acknowledg-
ing that most educational systems
in the region are lacking. "These are
our nations, and this is our future,”
he said, adding that if Arabs want to
make it a better place, they have to
unite and embrace democracy.
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Worbs oF Wisbom: Rami Khouri talked to AUC students last
Tuesday about what is expected from a journalist these days.

Journalist reveals society trends

BY CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

A journalist’s job is not only
to report the news but to analyze
the trends in society, said Rami
Khouri, the editor-at-large of the
Daily Star, during his lecture on
May 2 at the American
University in Cairo (AUC).

Students and faculty
attended the lecture,
“Identity and Arab Citizen
Activism: A Journalist’s per-
spective,” by the prominent
editor where he discussed the
major changes concerning
identity of the Arab world in
relation to journalism.

“There are new changes
and new dynamics in the
region,” he said. “We [jour-
nalists] need to step back and
look at the region to under-
stand it better.”

Khouri spoke of four con-
texts for change in the Arab
world, beginning at the gener-
al global and regional levels
and narrowing down to
nation-state and citizen levels.
These issues are “all evolving
simultaneously,” he said.

According to Khouri, the
new generation of mass
movements in the Arab world
has changed the focus of dis-
content from the West and
Israel to their own countries.
“Now people’s primary tar-
get is their own countries,”
he said, adding that Arabs
also have a new-found anger
towards Europe since the
Danish cartoon controversy.

Among the audience was
Saad Eddin Ibrahim, a pro-
fessor of sociology and
anthropology, whom Khouri
referred to as a positive spirit

who inspired others with his
political statements.

“[The lecture] was very
thoughtful. [It was a] quite
comprehensive survey of the
state of affairs in the Arab
world, with insightful com-
parisons and parallels with
situations in the rest of the
world,” said Ibrahim.

“[The lecture  was]
informative, but he needs
more elaboration on more
interesting  topics,”  said
Perihan Saleh, a mass com-
munication freshman.

Khouri emphasized that
there are five issues that
politically active citizens,
even those who are violent,
are currently concentrating
on, including basic stability,
sovereignty, identity, legiti-
macy and material and eco-
nomic development.

On The Wire

Russia launched a satellite on April 25 to aid Israel in
gathering information on Iran’s nuclear power program
and on its missiles, which they believe will be used to
attack Israel.

The satellite is designed to be able to capture images
as small as 27.5 inches, with an exceptionally high resolu-
tion. The satellite reached orbit approximately 20 minutes
after the launch and will stay in orbit for six years, photo-
graphing the same image on earth once every four days.

According to Alexi Kuznetsov, a spokesman for the
Russian military space forces, the satellite was launched
from the Svobodny Cosmodrome in the country’s Far
East, as reported by CNN.

Although the launch was successful, the power planes
of the satellite will not be activated for a day and a half, and
the images will not be clear for at least 10 days.

Did you hear
about the new
Russian satellite?

YES
27%

“Russia shouldn’t
interfere in the

NO
73%

“I' know about Iran’s
nuclear program

“I expect anything | “It’s not their right.

from Russia.” Why didn’t they do

the same with the relationship apd the ~U.S."s posi-
u.S.?” between Israel and | tion against it,
Tem? because of the

problems it may
cause, but | didn’t
know about the
satellite.”
- Mayada Zakaria,
CS Senior

- Reham Saleh,
JRMC junior

- Marwan Radwan,
BADM senior

- Khaled Marei,
BADM junior

CORRECTION

In the article “Two SU members run in upcoming elections (April 30),” candidate Bassem

Raouf was not included in the story. The Caravan apologizes for the omission.

“It’s a shame the way things in this country
run. Clearly, what happened to El Droubi shows
that Egyptians don’t have any freedom. Being
thrown into a prison for protecting one’s posses-
sions is clearly ludicrous,” said Omar El-Shamy,
an Egyptology junior and a friend of El Droubi.

“People are blowing up Sinai, while others
are getting arrested for supporting judges.
There’s obviously something wrong with the
government,” said Khalifa.

According to the site, “The arrest of
Ahmed; the humanist, the non-violent, definite-
ly weakens the message of reform and non-vio-
lence propagated by the government. In fact, a
completely different and opposite message is
understood.”

To follow up on El Droubi’s situation, go to
http://freedroubi.blogspot.com.

DRousl: CONTINUED FROM 1

majority of those detained have been interrogat-
ed by state security and charges have been
brought against most of them.

At first it was unknown where El Droubi
was until his mother received a handwritten note
from her son telling her. In it, he said that he was
fine and missed his friends and family.

“Through notes that ... were exchanged
with Ahmed, he is well and has not, at the pres-
ent time, come under any duress (physical or
otherwise) from State Security Investigators,”
said the Free Droubi blog.

Currently, no one knows when he will be
released. However, the Hisham Mubarak
human rights legal office has offered their serv-
ices for El Droubi’s release, said Khalifa.

Management
dept. accredited

By NEHAL SALEH
Caravan Reporter

The management department, which includes
undergraduate business administration and accounting
and graduate business administration programs, has
been accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), said Elnora
Stuart, a professor of marketing and the accreditation
coordinator.

The AACSB is a USA-based body which awards
accreditation following a review of the quality of
degree programs delivered by business schools, she
said. A peer-review team, which consisted of three
deans from universities in the United States, visited
the American University in Cairo (AUC) from March
13-15.

“AUC programs have always been accredited but it
just needed this higher level of accreditation,” said Stuart.

“I was really amazed that the university got the
AACSB accreditation because I used to live abroad
and I know how powerful this accreditation is,” said
Sarah Hamad, an undeclared freshman.

“There are 527 schools worldwide that are accred-
ited by the AACSB. Only 82 schools are outside USA;
AUC is one of them and the only one in Egypt, which
is a huge advantage,” said Stuart. “AACSB accredita-
tion has only been available for schools outside the
USA for about seven years.”

“Earning an accredited degree from one of the top
universities in Egypt will ensure that one’s hard work
will be treated with respect by a potential employer,”
said Dina Naguib, a business administration senior.

“It will be easy for me to transfer to any other uni-
versity in the States, which is a unique opportunity
that no other university offers,” said Ahmed
Mohamed, a business administration junior.

The business administration department applied for
accreditation five years ago. The department was eval-
uated on whether or not they met universal standards for
the curriculum, standards for faculty and for recruit-
ment of students. In addition, they were peer reviewed
on what really goes on in the business courses.

“This accreditation is an indicator of the quality of
the business courses we offer,” said Stuart.

“We are now accredited in all American universi-
ties and I can go and do my graduate studies there
without having any problem to be accepted and
accredited,” said Dina Hassan, a business administra-
tion senior.

EMERGENCY: CONTINUED FROM 1

“It is like a game where you try to collect as many
cards as possible; you will never give them up unless you
are pressured to,” added Kazziha.

“The government is using the emergency law to
give enough room for the president to hand his authori-
ties to his son, which is a real challenge that Egyptians
have to face,” said Houdaiby.

Some students blamed the government for not being
able to prevent the Dahab attacks in the first place, even
under the emergency law.

“[The emergency law] is an invasion of people’s pri-
vacy and it is the government’s fault for not being able to
prevent [the bombings] from the start,” said business
administration senior May El Sherbiny.

Students also argued that the law actually causes
terrorism.

“The emergency law is not used to fight terrorism; it
is the cause of terrorism,” said Houdaiby, adding that the
terrorist attacks happened on the same day that the emer-
gency law was used to suppress demonstrators.

Although this extension angered many students, oth-
ers were unaware of the decision.

“I don’t know much and I really don’t care to know,”
said Sarah Samy, a political science junior. “The govern-
ment never applies its decisions and when it does, they
are always the wrong ones.”

“I knew they were going to cancel it but I didn’t
know they decided to renew it,” said Sondos Effat, a
mass communication senior.

Kazziha said he expects further talks between the
ruling party and the opposition about canceling the law.
He added that the previous extensions of the emergency
law were usually for three years instead of two, which is
a step forward towards abolishing the law completely.

Wanted: Caravan Editor-in-Chief

Applicants for Fall 2006 should submit the following to Caravan advisor
Janet Key at the JRMC department (SS 030):

- One-page resumé

- One page of ideas for the Caravan

- A writing sample

- A filled out application form that can be downloaded off
the Web site or picked up from the Caravan
(SS 023).

Deadline is 1 p.m. Thursday, May 11.
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Evenhouse teaches

By KHALID AL DHUBAIE
Caravan Reporter

childhood passion

music and English blend beautifully.
He combined the teaching of English with occa-

With a great talent in music, a skill for English and
a passion for traveling, Bill Evenhouse is one of those
rare people you find in life who is passionate about sev-
eral different fields and quite good in all of them.

“He is one of the best music teachers I have
known,” said Mohamed Ali, an economics senior.

Evenhouse is a faculty member in the Performing
and Visual Arts department at the American
University in Cairo (AUC). He teaches guitar and
piano performance as well as American pop music

(MUSC 370).

“I love teaching music because it is a common
everyone can

language that
Evenhouse said.

As a freelance musician, Evenhouse performs at
concerts in Cairo and AUC from time to time, creates
his own music in his Heliopolis studio, and pursues

his interest in folk music.

According to Evenhouse, the difference between
his Egyptian and American students is that American
students are always asking questions about what they
are being taught while Egyptian students just accept

what they learn from their teachers.

Like most musicians, Evenhouse’s passion for
music started at an early age. “My parents inspired
me to have this love for music,” he said. As a child,
he used to play piano and sing in choirs at school, col-
lege and church. Evenhouse earned a university
degree in literature and English language, but to him,

sional public performances of a mixture of folk
music and his own compositions, using the guitar

and the piano.

understand,” since then.

From 1965 till 1980, Bill and his wife Nelle
worked as translators, teachers and musicians in
Nigeria. Later in the US, he worked as an editor and
a writer for a textbook company. During this time, he
managed to travel the North American continent, per-
forming folksong concerts in many American and
Canadian schools.

Evenhouse and his wife came to Egypt to be
language
Commission, then for the American International
School in Egypt, but he continued to write his musi-
cal compositions and record them in his home studio.

Evenhouse stated that he usually focuses on the
wide variety of old songs that came to the Americas
from many traditions and cultures, but he is also deeply
interested in 40’s jazz, blues and American music.

English

“Dr. Bill has talent that amazes me. I love attend-
ing his class and learning from him because he knows
how to deal with the students,” said Shereen Atalla, a
business administration junior.

Traveling has added many dimensions to
Evenhouse’s character and talent, since he was
exposed to different cultures. Evenhouse was born in
the United States, but in 1965, moved with his fami-
ly to Nigeria where they lived for 12 years. They
decided to move to Cairo in 1992 and have lived here

teachers for the Fulbright

!

Khalid Al Dhubaie / CARAVAN STAFF

Rocin Qu: Evenhouse playing his in-class guiar, which he has played in many
venues around the world.

Heba El-Bidewy / CARAVAN STAFF

NATIONAL: Mix and Match is an Egyptian clothing store that sells international fashions.

Terrorism glorified?

By Karim Higazy
Caravan Reporter

With impressive visuals, rele-
vant themes and stellar performanc-
es, V for Vendetta offers a treat for
both the intellectual thinker and the
average cinemagoer looking for a
good night out.

Brilliantly written by the
Wachowski Brothers in the early
90s prior to The Matrix, it is an
adaptation of the comic series cre-
ated by Alan Moore. Hugo
Weaving, who played “Agent
Smith” in The Matrix, returns as
the hero of this story, using his
trademark voice and mannerisms
to convey the tortured soul who is
“V” (a reference to the chamber
where he was imprisoned and tor-
tured by the government) and who
wants revenge for his treatment.

The movie is visually impres-
sive, with original fight scenes as
well as cleverly executed allusions
and visual metaphors. Natalie
Portman, who shaved her head for
the part, gives one of her strongest
performances, portraying the trou-
bled “Evey,” who becomes the clos-
est person to our introverted hero,
while at the same time regarding
him as the most important figure in
her life.

“Violence can sometimes be
used for good,” seems to be the
hero’s motto and he uses terrorism,
counter-propaganda, and aggression
to save a seemingly brainwashed
generation from Chancellor Adam
Sutler, a fascist dictator.

With scenes like an attempted
suicide bombing, the media dishing

out disaster stories, altered digital
imagery and propaganda, V for
Vendetta is obviously drawing eerie
parallels between our time and the
world our hero inhabits. The mes-
sage is all too clear: this isn’t neces-
sarily a fictional world, but a plausi-
ble version of our future.

The fear tactics used by the
government in this movie are sur-
prisingly less outrageous than the
ones used by the Bush regime
right now (with a coy reference to
avian flu being thrown in as one
of the methods used to strike fear
in people). “Show the people
exactly why they need us,”
screams Sutler, played by John
Hurt. The quote is a reference to
the movie version of 1984, where
Hurt played the lead role.

“It’s your typical rebellion
movie, but it is executed in a more
intense way that captures the
viewer,” said Omar Elimam, a
finance junior.

While criticism that the movie
“glorifies terrorism” is bound to
spring up all over the place, the
idea of the hero being a terrorist
should at least help show people
that the “terrorists” blowing them-
selves up around the globe, while
misguided, aren’t necessarily just
doing this because they’re “evil.”
This theme is touched upon heavi-
ly in the movie.

The intense censorship and
restriction of freedom that has been
gaining ground in many parts of the
world is also an issue this movie
brings up. This could very well be
one of the most important movies of
the year.

Shopaholic dream world exposed

By FArRiDA HELMY
Caravan Reporter

Complaints that there are no decent shops in Cairo
are a thing of the past. American University in Cairo
(AUC) students no longer need to wait for the summer
holiday to travel abroad and catch up on their shopping.
With every new shopping season, more places that offer
the latest fashion trends open in Cairo.

“I used to do all my shopping when I traveled. Now
if I need something, I can buy it from Egypt because 1
have more options,” said Farah Sarhan, a mass commu-
nication junior.

For all you fashion divas out there, it’s time to hit
the shopping malls. The best and most well known
shopping malls in Cairo include City Stars, First Mall,
Galleria, and the new designer haven, Beymen.

City Stars, which is located in Heliopolis, hosts
international and national brand names and is a destina-
tion for the young and hip who can spend approximate-
ly LE 150 and above for clothing. Women can shop for
clothing and accessories from Morgan, Kookai, Mango
and Red Earth. For men, the brand names offered
include United Colors of Benetton, Calvin Klein, the
newly opened Sarar and Levi’s jeans.

First Mall in Giza is one of the classiest malls in
Cairo, with its fancy design and elegant taste in every-
thing from food to clothing. Three floors of the finest
international brands include Bvlgari and Polo, but this
mall is the ultimate destination for accessories rather
than clothing. So if you’re looking for a new purse or
wallet, pay them a visit, but keep in mind you will be
paying around LE 500 (and try to get some more money
from your parents, just in case).

Some of the best shopping districts are located in
the most luxurious hotels in Cairo. The Galleria in the
Grand Hyatt hotel in Garden City offers seven floors of
retail outlets, including brands like Mont Blanc,
Chopard and the Egyptian brand Mobaco, which cater
to a selective segment of society in the same price range
as First Mall.

The recently opened Beymen, located in the Four
Seasons hotel in Garden City, caters to no less than the
creme de la créme of society and hosts every internation-
al luxury brand imaginable for both women and men.

“I love it. They have all the latest brands, but the
collections are pretty limited,” said Asma El Husseini,
an art junior.

As amazing and elegant as items such as Prada
and Burberry may look in Beymen, be prepared to
face bankruptcy. If you’re considering going on a
shopping spree there, make sure to take a minimum
of LE 5,000 or, if you want just one thing, narrow
that price down to LE 800.

Cairo also caters to those who think shopping malls
are a pain and prefer to buy their clothes from individual
clothing stores. If what you’re looking for is well-priced
casual and classic pieces, try local brands such as Mix &
Match and Wave, both of which offer fashions for both
sexes. If your fashion taste is edgy, try brands such as
Mexx, 24/7, Gas Jeans, and Miss Sixty. However, if
you’re thinking Hollywood glam, the stores to keep in
mind are Cleo, Morgan and Queeny for females.

Shoes, of course, are needed to complete your out-
fit. If you’re looking for the newest in high heel shoes,
go to Charles & Keith, and if you need classy Italian
leather shoes to go with your fancy suit, find them at
Aldo Brue.

For a more elegant shoe, Charles and Keith has
recently opened in Mohandiseen and City Stars. Most
shoes are either sandals or boots with high but comfort-
able heels. They also have a wide range of bags to
match any pair of shoes you buy. Their styles are chic
and sophisticated without the more expensive prices of
high-end designers found at Beymen and Linea.
Sandals and bags range from LE 200-300 and boots
usually go from LE 500-600.

Bohemian, grunge and heroin-chic are also in style,
and the best bets for finding those looks are hitting low-
budget areas. Cotton tee-shirts, flowing indie skirts and
vintage-like bags can be found in places like the Khan
El Khalili and Boutros Ghali St. in Heliopolis, as well
as accessories to match your bargains. Even before bar-
gaining, you can find a cotton tee for LE 20 to 30, skirts
for LE 50 and above, brand jeans for LE 100 and acces-
sories for LE 20.

Because Egypt has finally become a hub for inter-
national style, you can now save the money for the
plane ticket to Europe to buy those shoes and jeans
you’ve been dying for, and buy them right here at a
cheaper price.

Charles & Keith: City Stars

Intersection of Geziret El Arab and Wadi El Nil Mohandiseen
Tel No.: 3042731

Cleo: 46 El Nozha St. Heliopolis

Tel. No.: 4187963

Gas Jeans: 81 Nabil El Wakad St. Heliopolis

Tel. No.: 2904166

Mexx: Grand Hyatt Mall, Garden City

Tel. No.: 5321935

Miss Sixty: 31 Soliman Abaza st.

Tel. No.: 7625424

Morgan: 122 Mohie El Din Aboul Ezz St. Mohandeseen
Tel. No.: 3353417

Mix and Match: 29 Shehab St. Mohandiseen
Tel. No.: 3036157

Wave: 16 Nadi El Seid St., Dokki

Tel. No.: 3376726

Queeny: 17 Soliman Abaza St. Mohandiseen

Tel. No.: 7496638

24/7: 30, Geziret El Arab St. (The Cube Building)
Tel. No.: 3441977

Aldo Brue: 14 El Thawra St., Mohandiseen

Tel. No.: 7625586

Heba El-Bidewy / CARAVAN STAFF

IF THE SHOE FITS: Originally a company from Singapore, Charles & Keith is
now known around the world and has recently opened in Egypt.

Q&A

QUESTION:
What do you think
about students declar-
ing whatever major
they want with no
prerequisites?

“Students should have
the freedom of choice
in declaring majors if
they [can] maintain
certain requirements.”
- Brad Clough,
History professor

=

“It seems fine for me. |
don’t necessarily believe
in requirements to begin

a major.”
- Lisa Sabbahy
Egyptology professor

“We have to [have]
requirements, as stu-
dents should have a
foundation of certain
courses in order to build
up an empirical founda-
tion for the majors.”

- Hendrik Kraetzschmar

POLS professor

\\ »

N3 EY |
“You have the interest
of the students, the
limited resources of
departments, and the
growth of the student
body in the university.”

- Matthew Whoolery
PYSCH professor

“1t will be a mistake; it
is important to be
committed to whatever
you do.”

- Ann Shafer
PVA professor
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The Voice

Election week at AUC is when students get the most passionate. This
applies to both the infamous campaigners and those who complain bitterly
about being coerced into the voting booth.

However, few students are truly involved in the choice of their Student
Union president, although that decision is one that affects all of them. A stu-
dent’s vote is often considered a favor for a friend. Then there are those who
refrain from voting altogether, especially the graduating seniors. For them
we have a message: although you will not be here next semester, your voice
does make a difference.

You only need to take a look at the state of this country to discover that
it is that same indifference towards participating in decision-making and
elections that has gotten us to this dismal state in the first place.

The Student Union president is chosen based on what he offers the stu-
dent body he represents and serves. It is the responsibility of each and every
student to make the effort to get to know the candidates, listen to their points
of view, assess their personalities and, finally, cast their votes in favor of the
candidate they believe can best fill the position.

It is the students’ votes that elect the president. But AUC students need
to prove that they are worthy of such a responsibility.

- CARAVAN STAFF
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One word can make your day

Last Tuesday was the first day of summer registration, and, of course, the sys-
tem was down for the first hour. Anyway, as freaked out as I was, I got dressed
very quickly and came to university, hoping to talk to someone at the registrar’s
office.

I came to find out the painful truth that everything is dead at this university
until 9 a.m. (except for those weird 8 a.m. classes). I then tried to register online
via my wireless connection, and at last, it worked.

It was 8:45 am, and I had to just hang out on campus even though my first
class was not until 4 p.m. I couldn’t go back home because I did not have a car
and I live in Mansoureya.

Now try imagining how I looked then, not getting any sleep, bad morning
(I’'m not a morning person), annoyed, you name it.

I was walking from Main to Falaki, with the crankiest look on my face (which
my friends refer to as my “usual look,” of course) when I met a friend of mine
from school, Hadia. She was walking back from Falaki and it had been a while
since we had seen one another.

She had an amazing smile of her face once she saw me, and all she said was
“Emaaaan, I miss you so much, and you’re looking very cute! How are you?” fol-
lowed by “see you around...take care.”

Now let us focus on her sweet words, not whether I actually looked cute or
not. Because of her nice words, I changed from a cranky person leaving main cam-
pus into a happy one arriving at the Falaki building. I had this smile on my face
now, and felt so differently about my day! All of a sudden everything was just OK.

It was not the fact that she said I looked cute, instead it’s the whole idea of
greeting me with a true smile and nice words.

So my advice to all of you is never to keep whatever nice thoughts or words
to yourself. Share them with others, you never know, you may actually make

someone’s day.
Eman Elba
Political science senior

Defending the hijab

I would like to convey four messages and comments regarding the article that
was written in the April 30 Issue of the Caravan by Rehaam Romero titled, “De-
veiling raises questions.”” The first three messages will be directed to Nora Labib,
one of the people interviewed in the article.

First of all, I want to respond to the point that Labib raised, which is that she
took off the hijab because she refused to send a message to the world that every-
one has of the hijab. I want to say that a veiled Muslim is one who defines herself
and not the people who define her. For example, a veiled Muslim will not take off
the hijab because other people think that it is a symbol of terrorism, extremism and
degradation. A veiled girl will make people define her hijab according to what she
is, not according to people’s points of view. She is the one who defines her identi-
ty and other people should accept it and try to understand it, not the other way
around. If they do not understand it, we do not give it up because it is still our iden-
tity. In the words of Labib, we give social statements to the world about who we
are and people definitely have different definitions of it.

Secondly, I want to respond to Labib’s argument that everyone should be dif-
ferent every day through what they wear and who they are. This is absolutely true
but it does not contradict with the Aijab. A veiled Muslim can be a new person each
day through what she wears and who she is, including her attitudes and manners.
I can express myself differently every day while preserving my identity.

Thirdly, I want to clarify that the hijab is not a sign of oppression, but rather
it is a sign of liberation. This is not a cliché but in fact a reality to me, since a veiled
Muslim is evaluated by her personality and not the way she looks. With the hijab,
we have given up the attitudes that used to and still evaluate women according to
their beauty and attractiveness. We are and should be evaluated according to our
minds and deeds. In that light, I see hijab as a way of respect for women all over
the world.

My last message is for veiled Muslims everywhere. Firstly, hijab does not take
away your identity, but rather it is a marker of identity. Secondly, thank you for
being proud of your hijab and for being courageous enough to express your iden-
tity to the world as a veiled Muslim.

Alaa’ Moussa
Political science sophomore

Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

The convenience of random selection

The two weeks I spent in New York City at the NMUN conference had a mas-
sive effect on my life. I met people from the four corners of the world and I discov-
ered that on the inside, we are all the same.

We took an immediate liking to one another and were able to do in a few hours
what nations and intergovernmental organizations around the world have been trying
to achieve for decades. We overlooked the pettiness of our differences, overlooked the
tanned color of my skin, the curliness of my partner’s hair, the number of earrings the
Russian wore, the deep blue eyes of the boys from Wisconsin, the cross that the
Mexican bore on her chest and the way I faced the Kaaba for moments of solitude
with God.

Upon our arrival at the JFK airport, I walked through the metal detector, and it
didn’t utter the slightest beep when I passed through, just like everybody else. Little
did I know that I was definitely not like everybody else.

“Sir, you, sir? You have been randomly selected by airport security for a thor-
ough body and baggage check.”

The man asked pointless questions about my whereabouts, my reasons for being
in New York and Seattle. He knew of my house in Egypt, the U.A.E and California.
He questioned about why I was in Saudi Arabia two summers ago and flinched as I
explained the ‘Umra.

It did not take long for the NYPD to arrive. They were dealing with “unusual”
travelers, after all. Not long after them, the good people from Homeland Security also
joined the fun, poking for anything they could get out of me.

The airport security questioned where I stayed when I visited California. I told
him we stayed at our house, which we were currently renting to family friends. He
looked around at his friends and said to me with a laugh, “So you and your family like
to live in the backyard?”

I held it all in. I did not say a word until the security had booked us another flight
instead of the one we had missed. I then walked back to the man who thought it was
funny to talk about my family living in a backyard, and I told him that it was people
like him who spread hate in the country which I called home. I told him that I would
not tolerate racial slurs and bigotry based solely on my Arab ethnicity and that he had
not been brought up to be a proper American, because he did not understand the
notion of “liberty and justice for all.”

I was disappointed that a group of young people could overcome the problems
the world faced so diplomatically, while a fellow American with a badge could be
openly racist in an airport terminal.

Omar Elimam
Business administration junior

Inside my mind

YUMNA YOUSRY
Managing Editor

The month leading up to the end
of the semester has ceremoniously
begun, and with it comes the endless
barrage of complaints and sheer panic.

I am no exception to the rule. I
plan to indulge in my share of sleep-
less nights, hours of staring at a com-
puter screen and tearing-my-hair-out-
by-the-roots from frustration.

Whether you spend the last week
of school in the labs in the JC or nap-
ping on the couch cushions in Falaki,
it is definitely an experience.

There is a certain undeniable feel-
ing of euphoria that comes from solv-
ing a difficult problem, printing out the
last draft of a paper or experiencing the
rush of adrenaline as you stand up to
present your research project. And nothing compares to that strange but
delightful feeling of emptiness you feel when you walk out of your last exam.

But the road leading up to those sought-after feelings is filled with less
pleasant emotions. After all, university students are no strangers to the pound-
ing headaches resulting from three hours of sleep, the nausea that hits with the
realization that a week’s worth of work has to be squeezed into a day and the
feeling of dread that swells with every tick of the clock, to name just a few.

Success only means something if you’ve experienced failure, and the
sweet can only be truly savored after you’ve tried the bitter (that’s why
dessert comes at the end of the meal). However, the opposite sides of each
emotional coin cannot, and often should not, be separated. After all, one is
only realized completely as it is compared to the other.

Where’s the fun in trying to avoid a certain feeling that is perceived as
disagreeable? The elation that we anticipate at the end of every semester
would mean very little if not for the misery that precedes it.

I hereby reserve the right to feel each of the aforementioned sensa-
tions as violently as I please, and to relish both the good and the bad as
each comes along.

There is nothing more ridiculous to me than trying to deny or get over
a bad feeling simply because it is unwanted. It is there for a reason. Maybe
if you wallow in it and use it up, you’ll come back stronger than ever.

Of course, there are exceptions. The pain of a broken heart, the feeling
of loss that accompanies a death in the family and the confusion that comes
as you enter the next life phase are all too intense to take at once. But the
first step to recovery is always the realization of the state you’re in.

I’d rather be human than immune. So I may suffer, complain, cry and
hate my life in the next couple of weeks, but at the end, if I emerge out of
the Spring 2006 Finals and Projects Quicksand, I shall party hard.

Shareen Says:

I am Tuba and Bambam

SHAREEN NASR EL DIN
Senior Features Editor

Four years of frivolous, frantic,
fruitful and unforgettable times. When
Charles Dickens said it was the best of
times and it was the worst of times, he
had clearly just finished his four years
of university.

When I first came AUC, I thought it
was stupid. Everyday I felt like I was
missing out on the true college experi-
ence. All of my friends abroad were talk-
ing about fraternities and initiation par-
ties while all I was telling about them
about were outings at cafés. It took me
four years to realize that my college
experience, although mediocre, was not ‘
so bad after all.

But what made college so brilliant to me was not the plethora of
dropped classes, or the many medical excuses or even the mere weeks and
months of ditching class, it was the friends, and the oh-so-few professors
who inspired their students.

I think this will be my last column for the Caravan, so I guess this means I
have to make it worthwhile. Sorry dudes, this column has to be sappy and sen-
timental. I’d like to thank all the people that walked in my life during these four
years, all the people who said hello to me and all the people who said more.
Some of my most favorite people in the world are the friends that I made at
AUC. From the friends that I made on the basketball courts to the friends I made
on the top of plat and, yes, even those very few I made at the rare books cam-
pus, each one has entered my life, has changed a bit of me.

From the multiple take-out lunches, brunches and “freedom” sittings to the
basketball games and eighth floor outings, I couldn’t be more grateful and appre-
ciative of the times that I got to share with such special people. I’ll never forget
the times I’ve shared with my best friend. I’ll never forget the good times or the
bad, and trust me, both were in abundance.

As for the professors, I am where I am today because of their persistence
and inspiration. I decided what I wanted to do with my life after just one class
with a professor, and to them, to all of them, I am so grateful. They have given
me their all and they believed in me. Thank you so much.

Naturally, none of this could have happened without the intense love that
my parents have for me, so to them, I am eternally indebted. I love you mommy
and daddy...and the rest of the family.

In a nutshell, I just wanted to say good-bye to all of you.

Just thinking about my drama-less future and potentially boring adult life,
does bring some form of sadness, but hey, at least I had a good time. University
is like a very long party and you’re guaranteed to crash into people. Some will
take care of you when you’re not feeling so hot, some will push you into the pool
and some will even stay till the end to take you home. And although parties do
have their dull moments, there will always be the people who make it worth your
while. So Shareen says, enjoy this party before its closing time.
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baby breath lily
carnation lupin
chrysanthemum orchid
daffodil pensee

daisy plumeria
dandelion rose
euphorbia sunflower
hoya tulips
jasmine venus flytrap
lilac violet

The solution to the word search is posted on the Caravan Web site.
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