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Two SU members run in upcoming presidential elections

Hassan Hassan / CARAVAN STAFF

CanpioaTE # 1: Karim Hazem wants to provide useful services to AUCians and build

more bonds with government institutions.

By SALEH EL AzAB
Caravan Reporter

Two candidates are running for
president in the Student Union’s
(SU) annual presidential elections
from May 6 to 10 at the American
University in Cairo (AUC). This
year’s candidates are Karim
Hazem, an electronic engineering
senior, and Seif Abou Zaid, a polit-
ical science senior.

Hazem is the current SU treas-
urer while Abou Zaid is the current
SU public relations chairperson.

In order to run in the SU presi-
dential elections, the candidate must
be a full-time student with more than
45 credit hours and a GPA above 2.5.

Hazem said that he sees the SU
as an institution that attempts to
serve the student body but that
sometimes offers services that stu-
dents don’t want. Along with his
team of campaigners, he drew out a
plan and vision for next year. Their
goals, focus on serving the students
with what they need and what they
ask for.

He added that the SU should
not only work internally but
should also represent the AUC
community on external issues.
Hazem and his team are planning
to build more bonds with govern-
ment institutions and ministries to
be able to form successful confer-
ences that represent AUC and the
way AUCians think.

He also highlighted the impor-
tance of cooperation between the
SU and other AUC clubs; they
should not be two separate things.
They should work as a whole for
success in their events rather than
competing with each other, he said.

On the other hand, Abou Zaid
said he sees the SU as an institution
with a mission statement to serve,
represent and entertain students.
“But I want to add development for
the students to the mission state-
ment,” he said, adding that he
would include academic, social and
career development.

“We should make students feel
affiliated with the SU. Students should
feel it represents them,” said Abou
Zaid, highlighting the importance of
introducing more student services.

Abou Zaid said that he will be
able to reach his vision for a better
SU with the help of a team. that will
lead the SU. One of the important
members of the team is the vice-
president whom Abou Zaid has
already chosen: Ali Bouchellih,
who is the current managing direc-
tor of operations for Entrepeneurs’
Society. “Bouchellih will play an
important role in leading the SU for
more success,” said Abou Zaid.

A debate will take place this
Wednesday, May 3 in Ewart Hall
during assembly hour where both
candidates will explain their
plans in full and take questions
from the audience.

Yasmeen El Mallah / CARAVAN STAFF

Canoioate # 2: Seif Abou Zeid wants to add student development to the SU’s mission.

Science honors criteria changed

BY YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

The criteria for the school of
sciences and engineering’s honors
assembly at the end of each semes-
ter will change next semester when
students must have a major GPA as
well as an overall GPA of 3.4 or
above, according to Amr Serag El-
Din, the mechanical engineering
chair.

The current cut-off for students
to be acknowledged at the honors
assembly is an overall GPA of a 3.4
or above.

“We wanted a different cere-
mony from the [university] gradua-
tion ceremony. Students should be
honoured according to their
achievement within their major and
not just as an AUC student with a
3.4 GPA,” said Serag El-Din.

Out of 308 mechanical engi-
neering students, 44 will be hon-
oured this semester and only two
will be affected by this new
change, said Serag El-Din.

The other science departments,
which include actuarial science,
biology, chemistry, computer sci-
ence, electronics engineering, con-
struction engineering, mathematics
and physics, were unsure how
many students would be affected
by this new decision.

Originally, the school wanted
to implement this change for this
semester, however Bassem Raouf,
the academic committee chairper-
son of the Student Union wrote a
petition and had 60 students sign
before giving it to the dean of the
school, Medhat Haroun. Haroun
then asked his council, which is
made up of the chairs of the nine

sciences departments, for their
opinions and decided to postpone
this change until next semester.

Mina Milad, an electronics
engineering senior, will be affect-
ed by this new decision. “I
worked hard on maintaining my
GPA of a 3.4. My major GPA is
approximately 3.3 which makes
me ineligible...I don’t agree that
this change should be applied to
seniors, but to new students,” he
said.

Haroun was unavailable for
comment.

“The postponement is mainly
due to the fact that the school has
re-looked into the matter and con-
sidered the petition signed by the
students...In fact, I see that in itself
as a good example of exchange of
points of views and dialogue with-
in [the] AUC community,” said
Mohamed Abou-Zeid, the acting
chair of the construction engineer-
ing department.

“We have been discussing this
for several years,” said Serag El-Din.

“What annoyed us was that
they [university] take decisions
without telling the students. They
shouldn’t make changes in the
rules and decide to go through
with them without notifying the
students...We appreciate, though,
that they took our petition into
consideration,” said Raouf, who
is also an electronics engineering
senior.

Serag El-Din added that a large
number of students are honoured
but aren’t able to hear their name
during the honors ceremony
because there are so many. “It’s not
fair for those who truly deserve to
be honoured,” he said.

AUC reacts to Dahab Explosion

By CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

Students and faculty at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) found a security alert in their
e-mail on the evening of April 24,
after three bombs exploded in
Dahab, a popular resort in the Sinai
peninsula. The bombs killed 30 and
wounded more than 115 people.

The security alert was issued by
Paul Donoghue, vice-president of
planning and administration at AUC,
approximately two hours after the
explosions, which occurred at 7:15
pm. Donoghue advised the AUC
community to “maintain a height-
ened awareness of [their] surround-
ings” and said the AUC community
would be notified immediately about

anything that directly impacted the
university.

Dahab served as a vacation
spot for many AUC students over
spring break and the Sham El
Neseem holiday.

Ahmed Fahmy, a business
administration junior who visited
Dahab during his spring vacation,
said that he was informed of the
explosion when his friend sent him a
text message. “I was very disap-
pointed. I don’t know who would do
this,” he said, adding that the bomb-
ings only ended up hurting
Egyptians.

According to Fahmy, people
will stop going to Dahab after the
attacks despite the fact that it has
become a popular and flourishing

See DAHAB, 2

SU proposes grievance committee

By CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

The Student Union’s (SU) student
affairs committee has proposed form-
ing a grievances committee to deal
with the hundreds of complaints the
SU receives from students, said SU
president Walid EI Sallab.

The proposal was presented to
the university senate after its meeting
at the American University in Cairo
(AUC) on Wednesday, April 12.

Bassem Raouf, the academic
committee chairperson of the SU,
said that since there is a faculty
grievances committee, it is only fair
that one be formed for the students.

According to El Sallab, in cases
of discrimination, some professors fix
their mistakes and apologize, but most
cases of discrimination are ignored.

“Although there are good facul-
ty members and professors, there
are those who exploit their posi-
tions,” said Donia El Khouli, a
mechanical engineering senior and
a SU member. The proposed com-
mittee will allow students to file a
complaint against such professors.

Students attending the meet-
ing told stories of the allegedly
biased and unfair treatment they
experienced from various profes-
sors, which shocked faculty mem-
bers present.

“I can’t imagine this would
happen,” said Awad Khalil, a com-
puter science professor.

To deal with such issues, facul-
ty members suggested that students
file their complaints to the specific

See GRIEVANCES, 2

Arabic courses reduced to two

By REHAAM ROMERO
Caravan Reporter

Controversy spread through the
American University in Cairo
(AUCQ) as students and professors
complained about an administration
proposal to cut the number of
Arabic Studies courses in the new
Core Curriculum.

The initial proposal decreased
the number of required Arabic
Studies from three to one, but after
discussions with the academic com-
mittee of the Student Union, the
number of required courses was
increased to two, said John
Swanson, assistant provost and
director of the Core Curriculum.

The changes will be imple-
mented in 2007/2008 at the earliest,
said vice provost Ali Hadi in a sen-
ate meeting held on April 12.

“This [change] will confuse
students even more. We want the
Core to be as it is. If anything, they
should be adding more Arabic
courses,” said Hussein Mareli, a his-
tory senior, adding that many AUC
students are unaware of their cultur-
al and historical heritage. “Some
students, myself included, can bare-
ly read an Arabic newspaper.”

“The Arabic Studies depart-
ment and I wrote up a petition for
students and a petition for parents
against removing the Arabic
Studies courses,” said Marei. “We
had approximately 300 students
sign that petition.”

The two courses required
would fall under the academic
umbrella of ‘Arab World,” and stu-
dents would be able to take any two
current Arabic Studies courses.

The current Core Curriculum
requires students to take an Arabic
literature, Arab history and Arab
society courses.

The controversy expanded
beyond AUC’s walls when journal-
ist Makram Mohammed Ahmed
criticized the change in his daily
column in Al-Ahram on April 4.

Ahmed attacked the AUC
administration for proposing to
“remove these Arabic courses or
limiting them to a minimum.”

Ahmed’s article criticized the
changes to the Core, but defended
AUC’s cultural mission to teach
students about their heritage and
give them a liberal arts education.

“Provost Tim Sullivan sent a
response to the...article in Al-
Ahram,” said Swanson. “I have also
met with representatives of the
news media to ensure that the story
is reported accurately.”

Provost Sullivan was unavail-
able for comment.

“One thing that distinguishes
AUC from other universities is our
mission to acquaint students with
their literary heritage and their his-
tory,” said McKinney. “The stu-
dents here are leaders and if they
don’t have an understanding of their
cultural heritage, then it’s a shame.”

“The changes to the Core under-
mine that mission,” said Robert
McKinney, professor of Arabic Studies
and member of the AUC Senate.

One reason given for the change
is that it will shorten the time it takes
students to complete their degree pro-
gram, said McKinney.

Ahmed Eissa, a mechanical

See ARABIC STUDIES, 2
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Paving the way for future entrepreneurs

By MOMEN MOHAMED
Caravan Reporter

If we depend on foreign organ-
izations and the Egyptian govern-
ment, we will not accomplish any-
thing, said Maged Abaza, the
Entrepreneurs’ Society’s (ES) facul-
ty advisor and a marketing profes-
sor at the American University in
Cairo (AUCQ), at the opening of the
third annual Entrepreneurship
Convention on April 9.

“The aim of the opening is to
spread entrepreneurship awareness
to AUCians who are interested in
running a small business,” said
Mahmoud Abdel Mageed, the ES
chief executive manager, adding
that the convention is one of ways
that ES encourages students to cre-
ate business plans through skill
enhancement lectures and sessions.

The convention has five main
councils that simulate essential

aspects of successful entre-
prenuership. The five councils
include the intrapreneurship coun-
cil (teaching students to become
entrepreneurs within a multina-
tional company), small business
simulation, guerilla marketing
warfare, product innovation simu-
lation and the newest addition, an
import and export simulation.

“Through [these] five councils,
we will be able to simulate what
[entrepreneurship] is all about,”
said Ali Bouchilleh, the ES manag-
ing director of operations.

Unlike other opening cere-
monies, which spotlight ministers
and elite businessmen, ES created a
talk show with their guest of honor,
Hajj Mohamed Madbouli. He is the
owner of Madbouli bookstores and
publishing house who Abaza intro-
duced as an “example of a business-
man beginning from nowhere.”

“I slept [on the streets] for 15

years with my brother to be what
we are now, but this required
patience, will and bearing all the
negative consequences that a per-
son could face,” said Madbouli.

He explained that he and his
brother both started as street ven-
dors and then began selling books at
a kiosk before gradually buying two
bookstores and a publishing house.

According to Madbouli, when
he lived on the streets he was illiter-
ate but with motivation, was able to
teach himself how to read and
write. “T was not educated, but with
the business I am in, I had the
motive to educate myself,” he said.

“It was very interesting that
they got Hajj Madbouli as an exam-
ple. I think he truly represents what
an entrepreneur is,” said Nina
Gaber, a political science junior and
a member of the intrapreneurship
council at last year’s convention.

Momen Mohamed / CARAVAN STAFF

ES TALK: Left to right: Hajj Madbouli, Professor Maged Abaza and ES chief executive manager Mahmoud Abdel Mageed dis-

cuss what entrepeneurship is all about.

Posters ignite controversy on campus

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

The Cairo International Model Arab League
(CIMAL) removed posters and banners of Saddam
Hussein, the former ruler of Iraq, that were used to
promote the organization because of the psychologi-
cal trauma it caused Iraqi students at the American
University in Cairo, according to Rami Effat, the
CIMAL organizing committee head.

The controversy first started when an Iraqi stu-
dent came to the CIMAL booth and screamed at the
members and urged them to remove the poster, say-
ing that she had suffered from trauma because under
Hussein’s regime, her family was tortured, accord-
ing to Effat.

“We did not mean to offend anyone. When it
caused trauma for one of the Iraqi students, we
instantly decided to remove it,” added Effat.

Besides the trauma that the Iraqi student had, other
Iraqis complained that the posters were pro-Hussein.

“It was a misunderstanding of the message. It
was not [meant to serve as] propaganda for Hussein
but most people understood the message behind it,”
said Mohamed Mosalam, the CIMAL secretary head.
“The confusion came because the picture only had
‘“Try Again’ written on it and so some thought we
were pro-Hussein.”

The pictures were part of a series of banners
under this year’s CIMAL theme ‘Destiny Rejected;
Try Again’. Hussein’s picture was part of a teaser
campaign of pictures representing the Arab status,
including a picture of a torn Egyptian pound repre-
senting the state of the economy.

“We couldn’t understand the message ‘Destiny
Rejected’ at first and it upset us to see him [Hussein]

all over campus. They could have explained the mes-
sage clearly from the beginning,” said an Iraqi polit-
ical science senior student Raya El Hassan.

According to Effat, an Iraqi student removed all
the banners and posters from the CIMAL booths dur-
ing the first week of the campaign and then com-
plained about them to the OSD which in turn called
for CIMAL members to discuss the matters together.

“They agreed on removing the banner,” said
Mohammed Dabbour, director of the Office of
Student Development (OSD).

Although CIMAL members were not forced to
remove the banners, the members thought it was not
appropriate to keep the posters if they psychologi-
cally harmed some students, according to Effat.

“The campaign was meant to challenge the peo-
ple to think more about the topic and the poster was
just a teaser, but not to the extreme of causing per-
sonal trauma and although we were not legally
forced to remove it, we did it because we did not
want to torture people,” said Effat.

Students’ reactions to the banners varied. Some
were not aware of it at all, some were indifferent
about it and others liked it.

“I did not notice them anywhere around campus,”
said Fadwa Tobbala, a business administration senior.

Nahla Anwar, a political economy senior said,
“They [CIMAL] should not remove the posters as
Hussein represents a major factor for the attack on
Iraq and he is a renowned personality.”

Other students liked the banner but thought it
was not appropriate to keep it if it was offensive to
Iraqgis. “It sent the message that Hussein was an
important character worldwide. I liked it, but if it
hurt people, then they did the right thing by remov-
ing it,” said Hani Seleim, a business administration
senior.

Wanted: Caravan Editor-in-Chief

Applicants for Fall 2006 should submit the following to Caravan advisor
Janet Key at the JRMC department (SS 030):

- One-page resumé

- One page of ideas for the Caravan

- A writing sample

- A filled out application form that can be downloaded off
the Web site or picked up from the Caravan

(SS 023).

Deadline is 1 p.m. Thursday, May 11.

Mahmoud Hafiz / CARAVAN STAFF
DANCING SHOES: The AUC Dabka team proudly displays the
famous Palestinian dance during International Day.

AUC showcases

world’s cultures

By Maamoup HAF1z
Caravan Reporter

The 227 International Day, which was held on
Wednesday, April 12 in the Greek campus at the
American University in Cairo (AUC), included 26
booths offering artwork, food and music from different
cultures.

“The purpose of this striking event is to enrich the
AUC community with cultural diversity,” said Tomader
Rifaat, the director of the International Student Services
Office (ISSO).

The ISSO contacted students willing to participate
in the event, and sent letters to their country’s embassies
and consulates and ask if they were willing to take part
in the event.

According to Rifaat, the university student body
includes students from approximately 65 different
nationalities.

“I was glad when I [was] asked by the vice-president
to represent my country, as this is the first time ever to
[have] a booth for South Africa,” said Nicolette Reichl, a
South African political science sophomore. “People here
are highly educated and open to [the] diversity of cultures
compared to other communities in Cairo.”

“We baked Pulla sweet Finnish bread and smoked
salmon, which is a big part of the Finnish diet,” said
Amina Bahgat, a Finnish political science freshman and
first-time participant in International Day.

Sinai Peninsula, on April 24.

al holiday, Sham El Neseem.

tourists from the U.S., Palestine and France.

timed bombs.

attackers and punish them.

“The Minister of Interior
Affairs should be fired.
There have been enough
disasters because of the
lack of security in the
country!”

“What happened in
Dahab is horrible but |
am in Sharm el-Sheikh
and there is a lot of
security and everything

is safe right now.”

- Ahmed Abdoun,
Undeclared sophomore

- Mary Hanna,
BADM senior

On The Wire

Thirty people were killed and more than 115 were wounded in three
explosions at Dahab, a seaside resort located on the eastern coast of the

The explosions occurred at approximately 7:15 pm in the center of the
city, which was packed with tourists and Egyptians celebrating the nation-

The majority of those injured were Egyptians. Others injured included

Divers collected human remains from the sea while Egyptian police
stayed in the area on Tuesday to clear debris left by explosion.

Officials are still uncertain why the attacks were carried out and
whether or not the explosions were executed by suicide bombers or

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak sent his condolences to the victims’
family members and promised to conduct an investigation to identify the

This attack is not the first to take place in the Sinai Peninsula, howev-
er. Taba, a resort on the peninsula, was attacked in October, 2004 and
Sharm el-Sheikh, another resort, was attacked in July, 2005.

Did you hear
about the

explosions in
Dahab?

YES
57% | 43%

“It's ironic how the
attacks are always on a
national holiday as April
25, July 23 and October
6, which are all liberation
days for Egyptians.”

NO

“I think the people
should start doing some-
thing to fight the increas-
ing acts of terrorism
[because] clearly the
government is not doing
anything to stop them.”

- Lamia Hassan, - Heba El Samouly,

BADM junior

JRMC sophomore

DAHAB: CONTINUED FROM 1

tourist destination.

“I was in my room and heard a couple of bangs,”
said Bassem Khalifa, a computer science graduate who
was vacationing in Dahab during the bombings, adding
that people were calm for the most part.

“Some people tried to get out, but some stayed and
are sitting on the beach,” he said, adding that he was
unable to leave Dahab because authorities had closed the
roads leading out of it.

As for the effect of the bombings on future student
vacations, Khalifa said that “[Dahab] is the safest place
to be right now,” explaining that since security is height-
ened and the bombings already occurred, he doesn’t
think the area is under threat.

This is not the first attack on Egypt during a nation-
al holiday; the past two attacks in both Taba and Sharm
el-Sheikh were also on national holidays. The Taba
bombings in 2004 fell on Oct 6, which commemorates
the October war and the Sharm el-Shiekh attacks in 2005
fell on Egypt’s National Day, July 23.

ARABIC STUDIES: CONTINUED FROM 1

engineering senior, agreed with that: “I can’t be an engi-
neer and sit there studying Naguib Mahfouz... I’'m wast-
ing money taking things like that. Engineering should
be four years, not five. The Core sets me back an extra
year doing things I don’t need.”

However, the changes to the Core Curriculum are
not limited to Arabic Studies. According to Swanson,
the new Core Curriculum will address AUC’s mission
to “promote international understanding” by adding a
course in international studies.

“Knowing something about the world outside of the
Arab region is increasingly vital... The world is now a
global village: hence the importance of international
studies,” said Swanson.

Student reaction towards the decreased Arabic
Studies requirements was mixed. According to Eissa,
students need to be more “open-minded and internation-
ally aware,” while Moudhi Il Tewejri, a biology sopho-
more, argued that Arabic Studies courses are necessary
and without them she “wouldn’t have known many
things about Arab history or heritage.”

The Senate meeting held on April 12 was supposed
to be the deciding date for the changes, but the discus-
sion was postponed to May 10 when Swanson hopes the
Senate “will render its [final] judgment.”

GRIEVANCES: CONTINUED FROM 1

department chairs instead of having a student griev-
ances committee.

“No student is ever satisfied with his grade,” said
Khalil. “We are here to serve you. You don’t need to
declare war against the faculty for these problems.”

The students currently utilize the online student
evaluations at the end of each semester for their com-
plaints, said Eskander Tooma, a management professor.

“The student evaluation is a general evaluation,”
said El Khouli, adding that what is written in the evalu-
ations is used for future reference and changes. A com-
mittee for students that includes SU representatives,
faculty members, and the members of the Senate will
discuss and solve specific individual cases.

Ralph Berenger, the chair of the student affairs
committee, said that his committee is still trying to
decide which Senate committee will be assigned to fol-
low up on the proposal.

Members of the SU academic committee met with
President David Arnold and Provost Tim Sullivan on
Wednesday, April 19 to discuss the procedures needed
to get the proposal approved.

According to El Khouli, the proposal will be presented
at the provost’s council meeting in May for further discus-
sion. “The president is generally accepting of the fact that
this proposal addresses real student needs,” she said.
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Inside Scoop

Add ‘spice’ to your food

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

While Cairo has become a hub
for a variety of restaurants serving
international foods, it’s the more
exotic choices like Indian cuisine
that will catch your eye and give
you a true taste of the country.

One of the least expensive
Indian restaurants, Tandoori in
Mohandiseen, offers a tasty collec-
tion of fish, lamb and chicken dish-
es cooked with Indian spices that
range from mild to spicy. The
restaurant is rather modest, with a
friendly and homey atmosphere.
Although nothing there screams
India aside from the name, its menu
is full of Indian delicacies and the
quality of the food is delicious. You
could go for the house’s special fan-
doori chicken, marinated in yoghurt
and spices cooked in the clay tan-
door oven, or the chicken biryani,
covered in tomato sauce and fla-
vored with turmeric, garlic, masala
and ginger. Prices range from LE 15
to LE 50.

With a similar style but a more
hip setting, Bukhara is a simply-
decorated take-out restaurant offer-
ing a variety of foods, including a
vegetarian menu. Located in the
heart of Maadi, the restaurant is
usually visited by foreigners or
upscale customers looking for a
quick and simple taste of India. The
staff is dressed to reflect the gener-
al down-to-earth and youthful
atmosphere. With prices ranging

from LE 25 to LE 60, the menu
offers paneer pakora, slices of cot-
tage cheese dipped in butter and
made for vegetarians, as well as a
wide range of salads and appetizers.
If seafood is your thing, go for the
tandoori prawns.

In the busy streets of
Mohandiseen lies the gateway to
India, the upscale Kandahar. A huge
and dull building hides the restau-
rant, which is uniquely decorated to
give customers a true Indian experi-
ence, with statues and art pieces scat-
tered everywhere. Once you enter, a
waitress dressed in a traditional
Indian costume welcomes you while
Indian tunes can be heard in the
background. The dim lights and
floating candles in a pond of flowers
give the restaurant that calm and
spiritual ambience of a Hindu tem-
ple. With prices ranging from LE 20
to LE 100, the menu offers large por-
tions served in traditional copper
trays to keep the food warm.

The chef’s specialty is the
Kandahari daal, a traditional Indian
plate made up of black lentils in
tomato and garlic sauce. Another
mouthwatering Indian meal offered
is the beainger bhanta, a dish made
up of eggplant surrounded by
onions, tomatoes, and green peas.
While dessert choices may sound
strange at first, you should go out on
a limb and try them; they are worth
it. Give the gulab jamun a try, a
dessert of fried dumplings made of
reduced milk and cottage cheese
with sugar syrup.

Finally, one of the most expen-
sive and upscale Indian restaurants is
Chingari, which is located in the
Grand Hyatt hotel. With décor that is
more modern than Indian, the restau-
rant offers delicious plates are
authentically Indian, with an aroma
that overwhelms you. Add an extrav-
agant view of the Nile and the atmos-
phere is nothing short of perfection,
but be prepared for an expensive
menu, reaching LE 200 for a main
course. The delicious classic murgh
makhni, chicken breast served in
curry sauce with tomato, butter and
fenugreek spices, should be enjoyed
with a side order of rice, which isn’t
served with the meal.

“The food is so different and
delicious and it smells really good
too,” said May El Sherbiny, a busi-
ness administration senior.

Wherever you decide to enjoy
this exotic food, a definite Indian
classic you must try is black lentils.
It tastes a bit like foul but is simply
delicious and filling.

Tandoori :

11 Shehab St. Mohandiseen.
Tel. no.: 7486301
Bukhara.:
43 Misr-Helwan St. Maadi
Tel. no.: 3755999
Kandahar :

3  Gameat El
Mohandiseen
Tel. no.: 3030615
Chingari :
Grand Hyatt Hotel.
Tel. no.: 3651234

Dowal  St.,

Nadine El Sayed / CARAVAN STAFF

TasTe OF INDIA: AUC student May El Sherbiny flipping through Chingari’s packed but
pricey menu.

Nadine EI Sayed / CARAVAN STAFF

THe Best MoneY can Buy: Tandoori provides excellent food at very reasonable prices.

Piercing:

the

hottest accessory

By FARIDA HELMY
Caravan Reporter

Piercing is still considered a
taboo to many Egyptian people, who
see it as a sign of enheraf, or being
wild. But recently, many of the
younger generation are becoming
curious about body piercing, and
want to find the best places to get it
done, and so more places in Cairo are
willing to adorn your body with
artistic and stylish body piercings.

The body can be pierced any-
where imaginable, and in many
countries, piercings are carried out
in the most unique places on a per-
son’s body. But because piercing is
a relatively new craze in Cairo, it
has begun as a more mainstream
practice, focusing on ears, nose,
lips, eyebrows and belly buttons.

Looking around campus, you
can see that, surprisingly, a lot of
guys are getting them. Guys have
become more daring and original
than girls when it comes to loca-
tion. Some of the new but weird
places include different areas on the
chin and lips, on the wrist and the
back of the neck. A painful as it
may sound, these pierced body
parts define a person’s uniqueness.

The options for finding a
proper place to get piercing done
are limited, and four or five places
reign as the top —-and hygienic—
- piercing shops. If it’s your first
time to get a piercing and you
want a place that you will feel safe
in, visit Dr. Soha Mekkawi in
Heliopolis. An experienced med-
ical surgeon for 10 years, she runs
her practice from a hospital, giv-
ing you an assured sterile environ-
ment. Her price is set at LE 250
for every piercing, regardless of
its location.

For

those living in

Mohandiseen, Dr. Nahed Samir and
Dr. Heba Hussein reign as the best
body piercing specialists in the
neighborhood. Both have the same
price range, starting from 30 L.E.
up till 150 L.E depending on the
type of piercing and its location.

“[Dr. Heba’s clinic] is a sur-
prisingly clean place; it’s a beauty
center and piercing is just one part
of it. I pierced my belly button and
tongue,” said Ola Abdul-Eyoun, a
political science senior.

As for those in Maadi who may
prefer a foreign touch in their pierc-
ing, visit Dr. Allan. Rumored to do
everything, Dr. Allan’s practice
ranges from body piercing in any
place you choose to real tattoos
done at any size.

“Allan does everything: he can
do tattoos with your own designs
and he has funky accessories for
piercings.” said Samira Gebriel, a
mass communications sophomore.

Although these places have
opened and become successful in
Cairo, many AUCians would still
rather pierce their bodies abroad
where they feel it is more hygienic
and professional. Yet with the popu-
larity of the different piercing doc-
tors in Cairo and their assurance that
their practice is safe, more students
are becoming willing to get their
piercing done here.

Dr. Heba Hussein and_Dr. Nahed
Samir:

3 Ashgar El Batal Ahmed Abdel
Azziz, Mohandiseen

Tel. no.: 7612083

Dr. Soha Mekkawi:

El Montazan St. behind Heliopolis
Hospital

Tel. no.: 0127990707

Dr. Allan:
Graphink, Road 82, Maadi

De-veiling raises questions

Heba Hassabou / CARAVAN STAFF

Mix oF Both: From left to right: Mai Nassif, Maha Brence and Nazly Kholy enjoying each other’s company in the Greek campus.

BY REHAAM ROMERO
Caravan Reporter

In recent years, more and more girls have begun
donning the Islamic headdress or hijab and students at
the American University in Cairo (AUC) were no
exception to the trend. But recently, the opposite trend
is taking hold, as girls who were once veiled are now
removing the religious symbol.

“I took [the veil] off because the person I was when
I put it on is not the same person I am now at 21," said
Nora Labib, a philosophy senior who took off the veil
after three years. "I’'m now against expressing a social
statement to the world that everyone has a different def-
inition of.”

According to numerous sources, however, the envi-
ronment at AUC plays no part in their decision to wear
or take off the veil.

“AUC is a very varied community, so it’s friendly
to both girls who have it on and who don’t have it on,"
said a source who wished to remain anonymous because
of the topic's sensitivity. "I took it off because I didn't
have the strength nor the willpower to keep it on... I still
believe it’s a fard (Islamically obligatory),” she said.

Gehad Abdel Khalik, a philosophy junior who has
been veiled since the age of 13, agrees that keeping the veil
on is difficult and has considered taking it off many times.
"It’s very hard, but the thing that keeps me going is faith..
It’s what kicks in when I think of taking it off," she said.

While she originally disrespected girls who
removed the veil, Abdel Khalik has become more
accepting of the phenomenon.

“I've changed my mind about [girls taking it off] as
I came to understand why they do it," she said. "They
all have different reasons, but many come to feel alien-
ated by it, because it [does not represent] who they are

anymore. Others feel burdened by it."

According to Labib, the veil limited her vivacious
personality. "When I was veiled, I was always criticized
for being loud and extroverted," she said, adding that
people judged her more harshly as a veiled girl than
when she was not.

Reactions to girls de-veiling varied. While some girls
found that reactions were neutral, Labib received tirades
of negative criticism for her decision to take off the veil.

“I was getting anonymous letters saying: ‘You let us
down, how could you do that? You threw your values out
of the window. The people who followed and respected
you don’t anymore. You were the closest thing to perfec-
tion,” said Labib. People also called her mother asking if
there were any problems at home. According to Labib,
taking off the veil never changed her values or morals.

Chad Haines, a professor of anthropology who
supervised a student’s independent study about the veil,
believes that the decision to remove the veil is probably
harder than the decision to put it on.

“Alot of the veiled debate is articulated by men, but
the way it’s practiced is not tradition from what I see: it’s
inventing tradition, which is what most traditions are,”
said Haines. “It’s about how we articulate ourselves
through our clothing. It’s about women and their place in
the public sphere and visibility."

“A person should be a new person each day,
through what they wear and who they are," Labib said,
adding that she believes that the veil limits an individ-
ual’s self-expression.

The veil is today's hot topic worldwide. Everyone
from Islamic radicals to Western liberals has voiced their
opinion about it. While some may view the religious
headdress as an Islamic obligation, others view it as a tool
of oppression. Yet, according to Labib, "there are so many
other things that are more important to be spiritual.”

Q&A

QUESTION:

Did the CAPS
office help you
find a job?

“I applied constantly.
The first interview | got
was in 2004.”

- Hisham Sharaf
Fall ‘02 POLS graduate

“They didn't help me.
All they did was tell me
the skills I have.”

- May Kassem
Spring ‘05 PSYC graduate

~

“You always have to
make the second
phone call.”

- Aly El Samra
Spring ‘05 JRMC graduate

“I only went to under-
stand what my options
were.”

- Khaled Badrawi
Spring ‘99 POLS graduate

“I applied once and
they didn't help.”

- Ahmad Nabil
Spring ‘04 MES graduate
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The Voice

Although no specific person or group has been held responsible for the
bombs that exploded in the east Sinai resort of Dahab last Monday, the
bombings have been condemned by Egyptians, tourists, the government and
members of the AUC community.

The objectives of those responsible for these acts may not be clear, but
it is almost sure they were based on ignorance. Those who turn to violence
for solutions may do so because it seems to bring results and because other
methods don’t seem to be as effective.

However, terrorist acts that target tourists and Egyptian civilians are not
only ineffective, but are also unjustified. What they bring is anger, indigna-
tion and, frequently, counter-reactions that are equally violent.

Perhaps those responsible don’t know any better and believe in the
causes they work toward. But their lack of education and perspective pre-
vent them from trying alternative methods.

The AUC community consists of individuals who not only receive a
good education in a variety of fields, but who also receive a liberal educa-
tion. They are therefore privileged to be able to see all sides of a situation
and assess it soundly. Perhaps it is time we use that education to become
more active in taking the initiative to avoid these incidents in the future.
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Justice will prevail

The Student Union Academic Committee has been working on a
proposal to establish a Grievances Committee for students at AUC. The
proposal tackles the frequent problems that students face in their aca-
demic lives at AUC as a result of discrimination and unfair treatment
by members of the administration and faculty. It is aimed at establish-
ing a Student Grievances Committee to replace the current grievances
procedures at AUC, which have proven to be ineffective and unable to
aid students. The committee is a way of enforcing transparency in
every single aspect of a student’s educational life and ensuring that all
his/her academic rights are granted by providing an entity that is able
to receive and investigate cases submitted by students who feel they
have been wronged, in any way, in their academic pursuits at AUC.

A grievance claim, in cases such as receiving no explanation for a
grade, receiving a penalty without obvious reason, or any form of ill-
treatment, discrimination, or unjustified negative or hostile action taken
against the student by a member of the AUC administration or faculty,
would then have to go through a filtering committee and then through
the Student Grievance Committee itself, both of which would have stu-
dent representation. The student would then be granted his/her rights,
whatever they may be, if the case is investigated and proven to be an
act of willful wrongdoing towards the student by an administrator or
faculty member.

This Student Grievances Committee would be the answer to many
students’ problems and concerns. This is why the Student Union needs
the support of the entire student body in this matter. Student support is
seriously needed for the approval and success of this proposal.

Donia El-Khouli
Academic Committee member

Ballots and Bullets

“Democracy can be as tyrannical as dictatorship.” These are not
my words. I heard them during a class discussion. I first thought that it
was a purely philosophical and meaningless thought developed by the
old and rusty mind of my aging professor. His point was that voting bal-
lots can become shooting bullets in a democratic regime if there is no
Bill of Rights. His example was that the ruling majority can unjustly
throw the minority in jail and it still would be democratic since it is the
rule of the majority. He concluded that the necessity of the existence of
a Bill of Rights is more important than the implementation of democra-
cy itself.

I blamed myself for my previous conclusion about my professor’s
statement. As it turns out, it is my mind that lacks proper education.
There are certain concepts that are subconsciously in our brains, or at
least mine, and automatically categorized as right or wrong. We neglect
to question their validity in any discussion and we always take them for
granted. Let’s take democracy. It is always thought that people would
never disagree about such a concept, but why? Or take a word like com-
munism. People won’t implement or support such a destructive method,
will they? How many of those who support democracy know enough
about it to throw their opinion into a conversation, or [how many of]
those hating communism have at least read, “The Communist
Manifesto.”

We have to distinguish between minds that read and are flexible
enough to question and change inherited concepts and minds that do not
have the ability to learn and to change. People’s unwillingness to learn
has caused a decline in the desire to understand and be educated.
Students here only care about going to class so they won’t lose atten-
dance points.

I have alienated myself from this shallow community. Interacting
with such an environment will definitely make me less anxious to know
or to simply be educated. There are a few who share that same opinion:
some have acted upon what they believe while others have chosen to
adapt and blend into this phony environment.

Adham AbdelAal
Economics sophomore

Have an opinion¢
Put it here.

Send your thoughts to:
caravan@aucegypt.edu
or
yasmeenelmallah@gmail.com

Reaching Out

Marriage has become a mountain

RAYA SHOKATFARD
Editorials Editor

Her tears run down her face as
she talks about her love for the
man she cannot marry. The prob-
lem—he is five years younger!

They get along, understand
and love each other, but his moth-
er won’t even see her. She is too
old for him. Her mother is like-
wise concerned.

The 31-year-old AUC gradu-
ate student is devastated and
unable to study and concentrate
on her projects due to a broken
heart. She asks why? What have I
done wrong? Her friend comforts
her, “You are not at fault, my dear
friend.”

Many have forgotten the
sunna of the Prophet Muhammad. He married his first wife,
Khadijah, who was 15 years older. He loved her so much that even
after her death, he would not stop talking about her and praising
her.

Had the Prophet concerned himself at the beginning about
Khadijah’s age, he would have deprived himself of the companion-
ship of a great woman.

So, why are we now so judgmental about others’ ages in mar-
riages? We turn them away before we even know who they really
are. Could we be missing other Khadijahs? Didn’t the Prophet say,
out of four categories of women to choose for marriage, choose the
most God-fearing over beauty, wealth and family status?

Why is getting married something that has become so difficult
in Egypt? Why are there so many singles? Some parents turn away
a pious, sincere and hardworking male because he cannot afford to
offer huge sums of money, jewelry and an expensive flat as mar-
riage gifts, yet they would accept a wealthier man even though he
may not be the right person for their daughter. I wonder if this
might be one of the main reasons for an increase in the divorce rate
here in Egypt. What is wrong with a girl’s parents accepting a small
token as a marriage gift and letting the couple live in a humble flat
and slowly build up savings instead of putting such a huge burden
on the man?

The Truth

A day for all

ETHAR SHALABY
English Copy Editor

Although I have been part of
the student body at the American
University in Cairo (AUC) for
three years now, this year was my
first time to watch the
International Day on the day
before our spring break

No one can deny how pleasur-
able it was to see a camel walk
around the Greek campus, to try a
variety of foods from 26 different
countries and see students dressed
in lovely clothes representing
their countries.

The atmosphere was filled
with enthusiasm and was very
lively. Cultural dances and performances were given while stu-
dents, staff and outsiders both participated and enjoyed.

However, I noticed something that was really ridiculous and
which ruined the day for some students. Although classes from 11
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. were officially cancelled on International Day,
some professors insisted on holding classes as usual. Some even
gave their students midterms.

Whatever the reasons were, I don’t think those professors have
the right to force their students to attend classes on that day and
even hold midterms because classes are officially cancelled during
the celebration. Students should be encouraged to enjoy this day
because this is one of the events that differentiates AUC from other
universities in Egypt and it is held only once a yearr.

So, how come some professors disregard the university’s regu-
lation and still hold their regular classes? How strong are the rea-
sons to deprive students of their right to International Day? And
why don’t these professors take advantage of the opportunity, enjoy
the cultural experience, and take a break from their academic load?

I wonder why we, as students, pay such a high tuition if we are
deprived of enjoying events like the International Day that defines and
distinguishes our university. I also wonder if there are certain rules that
could prevent professors from holding classes at times like International
Day and assembly hour since classes are officially cancelled then.

International Day is a wonderful experience that makes our stu-
dent body unique and expands our horizons. I really hope that one
day all AUC professors will allow us to feel that our university is
one of a kind.
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CROSS WORD: TRIVIA

10

12

13

19

Across

2) Where did pasta originally come from? (5)
11) What is the tallest building in the U.S.?
(3.6,5.8)

13) What is the only food that doesn’t
spoil? (5)

17)

moon after March 31.

is the first Sunday after the full

18) How many bones are you born with? (5,7)
19) What mammal sleeps the most in a
day? (3)

Down

1) Where did hamburgers originally come
from (7,7)

3) Which continent doesn’t have a single
desert? (6)

4) What is the only mammal that flies? (3)

5) What is the oldest of all man-made
foods? (6)

6) The widest river in the world is...? (6.,5)

7) What part of your body stays the same
size from when you’re born? (3)

8) How many stomachs does a cow have? (4)
9) What is George Orwell’s, author of
Animal Farm and 1984, real name? (4.,5)

10) Who was the first group of people to
make coffee? (5)

12) Which flag is only one color? (3)

14) What is the most common first name in
the world? (7)

15) What cosmetic contains fish scales? (8)
16) What are the fastest growing hairs on
the human body? (5)
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