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Student Council tries to fill vacancies

By REHAAM ROMERO
Caravan Reporter

Due to the shortened fall 2005 semester, the majority
of the American University in Cairo’s (AUC) Student
Council elections were delayed, leaving a total of 32
vacancies in the council and forcing the Student Judicial
Board (SJB) to hold elections this semester, according to
the chairman of the SJB Mohammed El Taweel.

“According to the constitution, the Student Council
is supposed to be active at the beginning of the spring
semester,” said El Taweel, adding that time constraints
prevented the majority of students from running last
semester.

The Student Council consists of representatives
from each major who are elected prior to the end of the
fall semester, but because of the unprecedented shorten-
ing of last fall, elections were held in only two majors,
mechanical engineering and construction engineering.

“The remaining seats should have been filled by the
Student Union (SU) president Walid El-Sallab, but he
didn’t provide a list,” said Louai El Sabi, chairman of
the Student Council. Currently there are only 13 repre-
sentatives on the council.

For every 150 students in each major, there is one
student representing them in the Student Council. Of the
32 missing seats in the council, 20 majors are not repre-
sented, including four vacancies for the journalism and
mass communication department, two for political sci-

ence and two for economics.

While the deadline for candidate application is
tomorrow, discussions are still continuing about a
date for the elections, according to El Taweel

“Meetings are being held as usual,” said El Sabi,
“But the vacancies are hindering performance due to the
fact that the general assembly is not well-represented.”

Mostafa Mousa, the construction engineering repre-
sentative, confirms the hindrance in performance.
“Because of the vacancies, I’'m covering more depart-
ments than my duty [requires],” he said.

According to the department of Institutional
Planning, Research, Assessment and Testing, the mass
communication, political science and economics majors
are three of the largest in AUC. There were 440 students
majoring in mass communication, 222 in political sci-
ence and 191 in economics during the fall 2005 semes-
ter alone.

“By not having representatives in the mass com-
munication department, a huge number of the AUC
population is being ignored,” said Marian Rizkalla, a
mass communication junior, adding that she herself
would have wanted to be a representative but “had no
idea they were even holding elections.”

“Events are always well-advertised, but important
things like elections aren’t,” said Rizkalla.

But there were a “few signs and announcements”
that were used to publicize the elections, said El Sabi.

See COUNCIL, 2

Leo Burnett awards ICGE delegates

By MUSTAFA NAJI
Freelnce Reporter

An advertising campaign by
nine students at the American
University in Cairo won first-place
trophies from Leo  Burnett
Worldwide at the International
Conference on Global Economy
(ICGE) on Feb. 25.

Dalia Farid, Esraa Samaha,
Hebattallah  Mohamed, Hend
Mohamed, Joumana Sharaf, Maged
Shereen, Mohamed Abu Bakr,
Mohamed El Shamy and Tarek
Saleh won the award for best inte-
grated advertising campaign.

The winning delegates will be
given a chance to visit Leo Burnett
Worldwide and see what goes on
behind the scenes in an international
advertising agency. Leo Burnett is a
leading agency in Egypt and the offi-
cial conference and advertising part-
ner of ICGE.

Advertising campaigns were
evaluated by Leo Burnett’s own
criteria, including how creative
the ideas were and how interac-
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WINNING SMILES2 Bottom from left to right: Mohamed Abu Bakr, Mohamed EI Shamy,
Maged Shereen and Tarek Saleh. Top from left to right: Dalia Farid, Hebattallah
Mohamed, Hend Mohamed, Esraa Samaha and Joumana Sharef.

ICGE.

The competition was based on a
hypothetical situation on an isolated
island whose inhabitants live a life

tive, cooperative and punctual
members of each team were dur-
ing the four-day conference, said
Sherif El Danaf, one of the secre-
tariats for the Council on

Commercial Production (CCP) in See LEO, 2

Al Jazeera launches English channel

BY RAYA SHOKATFARD
Caravan Editor

Al Jazeera has no plans to
counter repeated attacks by the
Bush administration about its
allegedly biased newsgathering
and reporting, according to John
Bayliss, the executive program
producer of Al Jazeera
International (AJI).

The remarks were made during
Bayliss’s visit to the Adham Center
for Electronic Journalism at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) on Feb. 23.

“We are achieving all the
things that we are set out to do.

There is nothing else we have to do
to counter opinions or percep-
tions,” said Bayliss.

Al Jazeera is an Arabic satellite
news channel headquartered in
Doha, Qatar and financed by the
Qatari ruling family since 1996. Al
Jazeera’s newest operation, AJI, is
a new English language channel
which will start airing on satellite
in May, but will not be a translation
of the Arabic channel.

Similar to the Arabic Al
Jazeera channel, AJI will present
views from as many angles as pos-
sible and from different parts of the

See JAZEERA, 2

CHICKEN FIGHT

Play to become movie

BY SHAHRAZAD ELFAR
Caravan Reporter

Mass communication professor, art professor and
first-time playwright Shems Friedlander plans to turn
his one-act play, “Dream water does not quench thirst,”
into a film following its two-night run at the American
University in Cairo’s Howard Theater.

The 22-minute play was sponsored by the universi-
ty’s Performance and Visual Arts department and pre-
miered on Feb. 27.

“Love is the only illness more agreeable than
health,” begins Yara Goubran, an AUC alumna and the
only actress in the play. Goubran explains that the story
is about love, for a man, for one’s self and for God.

Almost 70 people attended the play, including fac-
ulty, students, staff, and AUC president David Arnold.

“I relate to [this woman] as a person on all levels.
Waiting for a phone call from a man is something that I
have done before,” said Goubran. The woman in the
play lives through intense feelings where she talks to
herself, to her beloved but absent man and even to God,
bargaining with him to fulfill her wish.

But the play is not exclusively targeted at women.

“This is a play that, although spoken by a woman,
easily touches the hearts and minds of both men and
women. The idea of overcoming the obstacles of within
their own thought patterns is interesting as an artistic
expression,” said Friedlander.

Shahrazad Elfar/ THE CARAVAN

Lost Love: Goubran awaits for her love
to call.

AUC to open new majors

BY CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

be internationally accredited in both the U.S.
and Egypt.”

“I wish that these new programs [had

Saleh El-Azab / THE CARAVAN

Hundreds of poultry shop owners gathered last Sunday to
protest against the government for closing down their
shops after cases of bird flu were found in Egypt.

The school of sciences and engineering is
proposing a new architecture major in March,
along with five other engineering programs,
for consideration by the university adminis-
tration, according to Nagwa Sherif, a con-
struction engineering professor.

When the major is to be offered and the
types of courses it will include are still to be
determined and depend on administration
approval, but the new programs will most
likely be offered when the university moves to
the new campus, said Sherif.

The other programs include petroleum
engineering, environmental engineering,
computer engineering, biotechnical engineer-
ing and mechatronics engineering, which is a
combination of both mechanical and electron-
ics engineering.

“The program is prepared to provide a
unique kind of information, different [from]
other programs in Egypt,” said Sherif. “It will

been] available before to allow me to pick
from a variety instead of the three engineering
programs offered now,” said Aly Shaheen, a
construction engineering senior.

The program will focus on design aspects,
trends, theories, and the latest presentation
techniques using computer-aided designs. It
will also concentrate on the architectural side
of construction.

Shaheen wanted to study architecture but
since it is not offered at AUC, he had to
choose construction because it’s the “closest
thing to [architecture].”

Architecture is already offered as a minor,
and many students say it is about time that it is
offered it as a major. “We have a strong engi-
neering department and I don’t know why they
still don’t have architecture as a major,” said
Raul Bajocchi, a business administration senior

See ARCHITECTURE, 2

Career Mart provides
advice to students

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

The Career Mart held last Monday on the Main
campus at the American University in Cairo, hosted pro-
fessionals from the fields of marketing, finance,
tourism, investment and journalism.

“We attempt to open students’ options so that they
don’t graduate with only one idea [one career option]
before them,” said Dalia Awad, the advisor of the Career
Advising and Placement Services (CAPS).

Career Mart is organized every year by the CAPS
office to provide AUC students a chance to meet with
professionals from their fields of interest and ask them
questions about the field.

Awad said that they offer students the chance to
meet up with “top notch” professionals whom they nor-
mally would not have a chance to meet. Students can
ask about career paths, courses, choices of major, job
and internship opportunities or simply about the job
market itself.

“I wanted to know about my career options,” said
Hasnaa Gemei, a business administration senior.

Other students had enquiries about internships or
job opportunities. Khadiga Spahi, a psychology senior,
said, “The lady I talked to was working in the research
center [ wanted to tutor at so she gave me an idea about it
and she might help me get a job there.”

Mirette Mabrouk, publisher of the Daily Star Egypt,
said students usually have questions about what they
want to do, how to do it and where to go. “It is best to
know from a professional what is in demand now,” said
Mabrouk, who was attending her second Career Mart.

Mabrouk explained that the problem with education is
that it does not always provide what the current market
needs so it is useful to talk to professionals. She also added
that she might help students with job opportunities or
internships if there is an opening.

Other professionals were there for consultation only
and did not offer job opportunities. Akram Khedr, a
marketing consultant, said that because he is a consult-
ant, he is not in a position to offer jobs to students. He
is there to tell them all they need to know about what
courses to take, how to choose their major and their
career advancement.

“It depends really on each student and what he
wants to ask but we provide them with real expo-
sure,” said Khedr.

Sherihan Amro, an electronics engineering senior,
thought that last year’s Career Mart was better. “The
[electronics] company that came last year and its career
advising was more interesting,” said Amro.

See CAREER MART, 2
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opened fire on their car.

were all reported dead.

hotel bombings in Jordan last year.

prices.

“| agree with the reason
but not with the act
itself.”

“l somewhat accepted
what Al Qaeda stood
for when fighting those
against Islam, but now
they [have] lost any
form of understanding
that I may have given
them in the past.”

- Mohamed Abu Samra,
BADM senior

- Hadeel Alaini,
POLS senior

Suicide bombers set off their explosives at the entrance of an oil
facility in Abgaiq near Dammam in Saudi Arabia when security guards

Saudi Arabian security consultant, Nawas Obaid, said the explosion
killed three guards and wounded 10 before the bombers reached the sec-
ond security checkpoint, manned by more security guards. The attackers

Al Qaeda, the Islamic fundamentalist group founded by Osama bin
Laden, claimed responsibility for the attack and posted a message on an
Islamic website which they have previously used to make announce-
ments. Al Qaeda has also claimed responsibility for previous acts of ter-
rorism such as the murder of the Egyptian ambassador in Iraq and the

The Associated Press said Al Qaeda has continuously been calling for
attacks on Saudi Arabian oil facilities because they believe that the West
is consuming oil from the Saudi Arabian government at unacceptably low

The Saudi government denied the attack was successful but Al Qaeda
disagrees with their statement. They said that their bombers were able to
pass through security and blow up their cars. Al Qaeda promises future
attacks to try to stop the alleged exploitation of Muslim wealth.

Do you know
about the suicide
bombers who
attacked a Saudi
Arabian oil facility?

YES | NO
31% | 69%

“I don’t watch the news
at all”

“If they are selling oil
at low prices, they
have the right to
object, but not in this
way. If it’s not true,
then its miscommuni-
cation between the
government and Al
Qaeda.”

- Amr Abu Bakr,

MENG senior

- Heba Moussa,
JRMC freshmen

AUCians teach English to under-privileged

Counseling center promotes

workshops and services

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

Wellness Awareness Week, which was held last
week on the Main campus at the American University in
Cairo, highlighted the various services offered by the
Student Counseling Center and tried to increase self-
awareness among students.

The Wellness Awareness Week “is to promote
workshops and, more importantly, services provided by
the Student Counseling Center,” said Aly Mokhtar, the
counseling center manager.

The event is organized by the Student Counseling
Center and the Human Resources department in coordi-
nation with many other departments, and includes
workshops as well as tournaments for students, faculty
and staff.

According to Mokhtar, quizzes were offered in the
booths set up on the Main campus so students could find
out what their problems are and analyze their feelings, and
to break the ice between the students and the counselors.

Workshops discussed issues such as how to handle
difficult situations, self-management, how to deal with
stress and communication skills. The program initially
offered many intensive workshops but for those stu-
dents who do not have the time for it, they offer a short-
er version during assembly hours.

“Wellness [refers to] an emotional, mental and
physical state,” said Mokhtar. “The workshops are

meant to teach students how to maintain control of their
lives and the skills needed to solve problems,”

“It is a good opportunity for students to know the
different services offered and to raise awareness about
many issues. The tournaments were also fun,” said mass
communications senior Ramy Radwan.

“The Counseling Center offers individual counseling
on issues such as anxiety and depression. We also provide
group therapy based on cognitive behavioral therapy,”
said Shereen Ramzy, the senior mentoring specialist.

“[The center] provides services for AUC students
so that they don’t have to go seek it somewhere else,”
said mass communications junior Dina El Sayed.

The Student Counseling Center receives many stu-
dents seeking professional help. “Many come to over-
come difficulties and to speak confidentially to a profes-
sional,” said Mokhtar. He added that the majority of stu-
dents come with relationship problems and difficulties
in adapting to Cairo, as some of them are foreigners but
others are Egyptians who lived abroad.

One of the booths, “Your Body, Your Temple: Live
Healthy,” offered general information about bird flu,
driving safely, nutrition habits and smoking. It also
offered all students and faculty the chance to sign up for
aerobics classes in the Howard Theater. “I signed up for
the aerobics class. I also learned about the counseling
center for the first time and I think it is very beneficial
for students,” said Fadwa Tobbala, a business adminis-
tration senior.

BY CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

Alashanak Ya Balady (AYB), a
community service club at the
American University in Cairo
(AUC) has organized its annual lan-
guage development program to
teach English in Old Cairo

The program includes teachers
from both AUC and Cairo University.
“We have an average of five students
teaching from AUC, and another
three or four from Cairo University,”
said Hassan.

“People are really benefiting
from the program; they want to
improve their career opportunities,”
he added.

The program was launched in the
neighbourhood of Ein El Seera,
which hosts six other AYB develop-
mental programs, including literacy
classes, computer learning, communi-

projects and a youth development
program, which focuses on interper-
sonal development for children.

The English language develop-
ment program, which began in the
summer of 2006, has courses of five
levels of difficulty that are given
twice a week in the Ein El Seera
Youth Club.

According to Ahmed Hassan, the
head of the language development
program, there is a maximum of 10 to
12 students in each class and their
ages range from 19 to 40. “The stu-
dents are mostly university graduates
in their late 20’s,” said Hassan, “But
we [also] have people in their forties.”

Residents of Ein El Seera are
not the only people who can apply,
but the candidates are required to
take a placement test to determine
their current English level as well as
a written and oral exam at the end of
the course.

administration senior, teaches a
level-one course in the program that
introduces basic grammar rules and
simple vocabulary to encourage the
students to engage in conversation.
“I just gave them their final and not
one person failed. It was better than
I expected” she said.

Marwa Mahmoud, a lawyer in
Ein El Seera and a student in the
program, said that not only did she
learn but she enjoyed the motivat-
ing atmosphere.

Ehab El Shafei, a student of El
Akkad’s level-one course,
expressed his appreciation for AYB
and their effort, “We didn’t just
want to pass the course,” he said,
“But we wanted to please Nour.”

Ahmed Younis, another level-
one student, said he ‘“benefited a
lot” from the program. El Akkad
was not just their teacher, but an
inspiration to improve their lan-

Mahmoud Hafiz / THE CARAVAN

FeeuNG Goo?: AUCian is awarded a medal by Andrew Snaith, vice-president for finance, as Mushira El- Bardai, executive director
of Human Resources and Mohamed Taher, acting director of the sports department, look on.

ty service, vocational training, micro-

Nour El-Akkad,

a business  guage skills, he said.

Career Mart: CONTINUED FROM 1

Some students were disappointed not to find
people from the economics field. “I came to talk to
someone in economics but I couldn’t find anyone,”
said Mahmoud Fahmy, an economics senior.

Awad said that although there wasn’t an eco-
nomics booth, there were many professionals relat-
ed to that field and this was the purpose of the
event: to open students up to new options in differ-
ent fields.

(OUNCIL: CONTINUED FROM 1

Other students, such as Alia Zakaria, an anthropology
senior, said that she feels indifferent towards the lack of
representation of her major in the council. “Anthropology
as a department is self-sufficient,” said Zakaria, “I don’t
even know what the Student Council does.”

However, Mousa suggests that students are partly to
blame for the vacancies. “It’s important for students to
be involved. They have a duty to find out about the
council,” he said.

ARCHITECTURE: CONTINUED FROM 1

who is minoring in architecture.

According to Sherif, the department has researched
architectural engineering programs in the United Arab
Emirates, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia to be not only dif-
ferent but also able to ensure that the students in the pro-
gram will utilize the most advanced tools, techniques, and
trends in architectural engineering.

“I think that it is a great idea,” said Nadine Sabry,
an economics senior, adding that if an architecture
major had been offered at AUC earlier, she would have
seriously considered it. She also said she knows a lot of
people who want to study in AUC but don’t because the
university doesn’t offer architecture as a major.

“I hope that in the future they will open up more
schools and give students a wider choice of majors to
choose from,” said Shaheen.

Nadine El Sayed / THE CARAVAN

SHOPPING FOR JoBS: Students walk around Career Mart to get a glimpse of possible future occupations.

Leo: CONTINUED FROM 1

without experiencing emotions. These people
have emotions but have not yet been aroused.
The objective of each team was to stimulate a
feeling on this island, including fear, anger,
jealousy, sloth, risk and pain, said El Danaf.

Esraa Samaha, a Council on Swaying
Minds (CSM) delegate and a member of the
award-winning campaign, said that she was
extremely happy at having won the trophy and
that she looks forward to her visit to Leo
Burnett because she is curious to know more
about the profession.

Sherif Abdel Khabir, ICGE president, said
that Leo Burnett not only contributed to the con-
ference at large but also provided expertise and
academic assistance to the delegates through its
two advertising councils: CCP and CSM.

ICGE believes in practical hands-on
experience and attempts to bring its dele-
gates closer to the marketplace. That’s why

the conference approach Leo Burnett, a
leading advertising agency with a strong
interest in education, said Abdel Khabir.

Amgad Sabry, the managing director of
Leo Burnett, said that the mission of ICGE is
compatible with that of Leo Burnett: “This is
why we felt that this forum is an excellent
opportunity to invest in our youth, especially
those in the two advertising councils, by educat-
ing them about our young industry.”

With the assistance of Leo Burnett, dele-
gates got a glimpse of the advertising profes-
sion, said Sandra Rashed, a CSM secretariat.

Abdel Khabir said that Leo Burnett pro-
vided the secretariats of each council with
academic materials for the background papers
and preparatory sessions.

“It is imperative that corporations take
an active part in the education and the
preparation of our youth for the challenges
of the business world that awaits them,”
said Sabry.

JAZEERA: to start broadcasting in May

CONTINUED FROM 1

world, so viewers can make their
own judgments.

“In some places, people don’t
like that,” said Bayliss. “They have
a very rigid idea of the way the
world is, the way their country is,
the way certain things are, and to
have that kind of discussion makes
people uncomfortable. People
don’t like that.

“If they are narrow-minded
people, they want to see what they
want to see and hear what they
want to hear. There is absolutely
nothing I can do. I will be regretful
about that, but at least I am giving
people the opportunity to make a
judgment over time on different
views,” said Bayliss.

Currently, AJI has four produc-
tion centers: Washington, London,
and Kuala Lumpur with the largest
in Doha, its headquarters. Each
production center produces its own
programs, but the majority of them
are produced by Al Jazeera staff
and freelance producers in the
field, in order to add richness and
variety for the viewers.

For example, some programs
like “Every Woman” are edited in
Doha, but reporting comes from
other locations to make people
aware of the richness of culture and
diversity and to give greater num-
bers of women voice.

Bayliss could not comment
about other Al Jazeera programs

because details have not been pub-
licly released. He did say however,
that AJI will feature some impor-
tant figures in the news, particular-
ly on a chat program with Sir
David Frost.

The programs and news are
delivered by satellite, and in cer-
tain areas by cable as well. It is
questionable at this time whether
AJI will be available via cable in
the U.S.

Bayliss emphasized that there
are similarities between the Arabic
and English Al Jazeera channels in
programs, but they are not the
same. The nature of the way pro-
grams are produced will vary, and
the content will not be identical.

When other languages are used
on AJl, they will be translated into
English.

Sometimes in the process of
translation from one language to
another, some words may have a
different meaning, which “may
make us lots of friends and some
enemies,” Bayliss said.

Bayliss told the students he
hopes to be more involved with
AUC students and other talented
journalists after the station takes
off and things settle down a bit. AJI
presently has all the needed staff
and many of the programs are
already produced or in process, but
he said they are planning to add
training programs and internships.
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Amin represents Rotaract

By MOHAMED IMmaM
Caravan Reporter

Hany Amin, a 22-year-old elec-
tronics engineering senior, was
selected as last year’s Rotary Scholar
Ambassador to travel and study at
Concordia University in Montreal,
Canada, an experience that he says,
“gave me a wider view of how life is
going to be when I graduate.”

That won’t necessarily be in
Canada, however. Amin admires his
hosts for their punctuality and prac-
ticality, but not for their weather.

“It was freezing,” he said, “It’s
always snowing and there is almost
no sun.”

Rotary divides the world into
districts and Amin was selected as
the ambassador of goodwill from
district 2450, which includes nine
countries: Egypt, Lebanon, Cyprus,
Bahrain, Georgia, Armenia, Jordan,
Sudan and the UAE.

The Ambassador program con-
sists of two main objectives. The
first is to gain the experience of
studying abroad and be exposed to
new education techniques.

The second objective is to
decrease cultural differences and
promote the concept of world

peace.

“This can be done through par-
ticipation in many conferences and
giving presentations in Rotary clubs
and universities abroad,” said Amin.

Amin has made more than 14
presentations in Rotary clubs on
selected social and political issues.

He played a big role in enhanc-
ing the image of those he represent-
ed to Canadians and others he met,
who he said asked him if he had his
own camel.

He added that he encouraged
many of the people he met to visit
Egypt and experience the Egyptian
culture. “I’'m still in contact with
many of them,” he said.

Amin claims he learned a lot
from the experience, including time
management skills, and how to han-
dle debates and accept different cul-
tures and opinions.

He advises people who are con-
sidering traveling to be open-mind-
ed and to never forget that they are
the guests in another country, so
they shouldn't criticize the way peo-
ple live.

“I recommend everyone who
gets the chance travel and study
abroad when he is an undergraduate
to go for it,” said Amin.

il
Photo provided by Hany Amin

GooowiLL AMBASSADOR: Amin encourages students to travel abroad and discover new

customs.

Evil prevails at the cinema

By Karmm HigAzy
Caravan Reporter

The elaborate opening sequence
of “Lord of War” involves a sweep-
ing shot across an array of used bul-
lets, pulling up to our protagonist, a
suit-clad Uri Orlov (Nicolas Cage),
smoking a cigar and kick-starting the
witty yet brutally honest narration.
The story then follows a single bullet
from its manufacture to its shipment
to its eventual firing from the gun of
a combatant. Within the first few
minutes, director Andrew Niccol’s
visual and creative tone is set.

The movie chronicles the life of
Orlov, from his upbringing with his
brother (Jared Leto) and his father, a
Catholic posing as a Jew to evade the
Soviets during the Cold War, to his
eventual rise to power as one of the
most ruthless and successful arms
dealers in the world.

From his first humorous experi-
ence in arms dealing in a seedy motel
to his eventual trading in tanks and
helicopters, the pace never slows
down. Cage’s trademark voice and
the script’s witty banter ensure that
the sheer amount of information
(regarding arms dealing) being
hurled at the viewer remains light-
hearted and interesting.

Despite the array of twisted
imagery and dramatic moments, the
fast-paced wit and humor used to
convey the themes of the movie
keep it from being a completerly

dark drama.

The saying “evil prevails when
the good fail to act” is a theme of
the movie and is eventually simpli-
fied to “evil prevails.”

The entire film, action-packed
and humorous, ends with the age-
old saying “guns don’t kill people;
people kill people.” Cage’s charac-
ter spews similar rhetoric to justify
what he does with his life.

An interesting aspect of “Lord of
War” is that the supporting charac-
ters all seem to be falling apart emo-
tionally and physically, and while
they seem to be failing in life, in the
words of Orlov’s wife, they continu-
ally make sure to “not fail as human
beings”. Orlov, in contrast, succeeds
in every aspect of life but fails miser-
ably from a moral point of view in
being human.

While supporting characters
like Ethan Hawke’s boy scout cop
are not as fleshed out, they don’t
really need to be, as it would detract
from Orlov’s sheer descent into
moral decay. The intensity of just
how morally bankrupt humans can
be is the dominating and shocking
force that constantly hits the audi-
ence hard throughout the movie.

Like “Fight Club” and “Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas,” the
movie’s narration takes the audi-
ence through a shocking journey
into something they know nothing
about and refuses to help pick their
dropped jaws off the floor.

Eclectic atmosphere at Retro

By FARIDA HELMY
Caravan Reporter

Push open the big wooden door
and walk into a haven of candle-lit
seating, chill-out music, friendly
service and good food: welcome to
Retro, a café and restaurant in
Mohandiseen.

Retro presents a cozy atmos-
phere offering an array of food and
drink. This hotspot serves a variety
of pasta, sandwiches, soup, desserts,
smoothies and coffee (including
decaffeinated). Famous for its cre-
ative breakfasts and memorable
brownies, Retro is a place that
appeals to many kinds of people.

The dark wooden furniture and
soothing colored cushions set a
relaxed atmosphere with oldies and
chill-out music playing in the back-
ground. Tables look out onto the
street through pulled-up, French-
designed curtains. High tables and
sofas fill up the rest of the area. The
walls are decorated with modern
artwork that further contributes to
the laid-back atmosphere.

“Retro was my hangout all last
year. It’s like a home away from
home. They also had people playing
violins and harps once a week. I
loved it,” said Dina Nagiub, a busi-
ness administration senior.

Menus are designed like news-
papers with advertisements on the
last page. The ashtrays and salt and
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Fabulous: Retro offers its customers a place to work, eat but most importantly chill.

peppershakers are metallic pieces of
art that add presence and depth to the
tables. “The menus are very interest-
ing and creative. It’s a new idea for
menus, ” said Samira Gebriel, a mass
communication junior.

Retro allows indoor smoking so
that people can work on laptops and
study individually or in groups with-
out having to go outside to smoke.
The magazine stand offers maga-
zines that don’t contain the stereo-
typical Flash and Campus. It has dif-
ferent newspapers and political and
social magazines such as Egypt
Today, Newsweek and Insight.

The staff is quick and efficient
as well as friendly. “They are very
loyal to their customers and they
customize their services to those
customers,” said Fady Hebeish, a
mass communication senior.

“I really like the atmosphere, the
food and the service. [But] the place
needs to be a little bit bigger,” said
Laila Arafa, a political science junior.

For a good cup of coffee, a deli-
cious brownie and a relaxing atmos-
phere, Retro has it all.

So push open that big wooden
door...and go back to the Retro
experience.

Parking difficulties frustrate AUCians

By MOMEN MOHAMED
Caravan Reporter

If a student arrives early, they
can take the risk of giving their car to
the parking attendants, sayes, so they
can reach class on time. But students
and faculty who arrive later face dif-
ficulty finding a place on university
grounds to park, leaving them no
other choice but to pay the LE 2 an
hour at the nearby Al Bostan or the
Omar Makram parking lot.

“After 8:00 a.m. the parking
starts to be a serious problem
around the campus and therefore,
one is forced to leave it to the
‘sayes’ who treat the car so harsh-
ly,” said mechanical engineering
senior Ahmed Ismail.

Ismail said he usually pays
between LE 6 to LE 8 daily for the
sayes parking. In return, he gets his
car back with all sorts of scratches
on it. The parking attendant always
denies responsibility, he said.

May El Badrawy, a mass
communication junior, faces the
same problem. She usually waits
20 minutes for someone to park
her car, which ultimately makes
her late for her classes.

In addition, since El Badrawy
started using the sayes, her parking
fines reach approximately LE 2,000
per year for illegal parking.

But Mokhtar Rashad, one of the
parking attendants on Youssef El
Guindi Street, said, “I, as a parking
attendant, try as hard as I can to not
harm the students’ cars or even let
police officers write parking fines.”

Rashad added that both profes-
sors and students pay the same
amount of money for parking their
cars, which is LE 140 per month.
The amount sometimes reaches LE
150 after tips, he said.

Another sayes in front of the
Social Science building, Reda
Abdelfatah, said that police officers
make it difficult for him to do his

job because they often refuse to let
him park cars. Abdelfatah added
that his parking prices range from
LE 2 to LE 3 per day.

On the other hand, mechanical
engineering senior, Mohamed
Rafiq, said he does not face the
parking problem at all. Rafiq lives
in Garden City and used to get to
the university walking. But this
semester he bought a bicycle as his
means of transportation.

“It is really funny to see people
facing an everyday problem [when]
I do not,” said Rafiq.

Professors face the same prob-
lem. Mass communication professor
Naila Hamdy said she used to drive
to university until she hired a driver
after realizing the money she spent
on parking and fixing her car was
equivalent to the salary of a driver.

“The car attendants are taking
advantage of us as they know that
we really need them,” said sociolo-
gy professor Madiha EI Safty.

Nerine Ezzeldin / THE CARAVAN

SHACKLEDS Parking options for the AUC community are further complicated by lack of cooperation between police and and parking

attendants.

Q&A

QUESTION:

If you could have
your own club,
what would it be
and why?

“Dating club for
people to know
each other.”
- Amr Ezzat
Undeclared freshman

“Cooking club because
no girls can cook.”

- Nadine El Husseiny
Economics senior

“A massage club
because we all need
to relax.”
- Dina Hanafi
JRMC senior

“Anything that brings
money.”
- Mohamed El Fouly
Actuarial science senior

“A club that increases

the awareness of young
Egyptian students about
their history, culture
and traditions.”
- Noha Al Agrab

JRMC senior




Op-Ed

March 5, 2006

The Voice

The school of sciences and engineering has recently announced that it
will consider adding six new engineering programs, including an architec-
ture major. This announcement has pleased some students who appreciate
the added options, but it has also confused others.

It is puzzling that the administration could consider setting up a new
major, complete with added courses, new professors and extra equipment,
when it seems to be falling short on so many other things.

Departments such as business administration and mass communication
are seriously understaffed for the numbers of students in their courses. Other
majors have limited course options and professors with inadequate degrees.

And if the university can afford to open up these new majors, why
haven’t they tried to help improve some of the existing ones? Aren’t we
aiming for a “world-class education?”

Expansion is great for any institution, but we need to have the means to
improve and maintain the quality of education that we are already receiving.
We need to strive to enhance what the university already offers before we
start something we can’t finish.

- CARAVAN STAFF

(*{ARAVAN

Established in 1921

YASMEEN EL MALLAH, Editor-in-Chief
YUMNA YOUSRY, Managing Editor
HeBA EL-BIDEWY, Senior English Editor
SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN, Senior Features Editor
ETHAR SHALABY, Senior Arabic Editor

HEBA HASSABOU AND NANCY HENEIN, English News Editors
RAYA SHOKATFARD, Editorials Editor
Fouap HAMMOUD, Features Editor
ETHAR SHALABY, HEBA EL-BIDEWY, PASSAND EL HAMMAMI
AND SHEREEN EL GAZZAR, English Copy Editors

MoNA ABDIN, Arabic News Editor
AMMAR NOUH, ARWA EL NAHAS AND ESSAM BADRAN, Arabic
Copy Editors

HassAN HassAN, HobA ABDEL-WARITH
AND YUMNA YOUSRY, English Production Editors
HobpA Moussa AND YASMEEN EL MALLAH, Arabic
Production Editors
OMAR ROHAIEM AND SALMA MANSOUR, Photographers
ALIA EL MOSLEMANY, AYMAN EL HAKEA, KARIM HEGAZY,
SALMA MANSOUR AND ZEINA MORAD Cartoonists

JANET KEY, English Advisor and Managing Director
AHMED SHAWKI, Arabic Advisor
MAHER EL MELEGY, Secretary

To contact the Caravan, call 797-6743 or come by the newsroom (SS 023).

Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Campus fire revisited

The fire that occurred on Sunday, Dec. 11 in the Greek campus was not
only dealt with badly, it could have been avoided altogether. I work in a nat-
ural gas plant and am aware of the basic general and industrial safety tech-
niques. I would like to point out the reasons for my claim:

1. Storing paper and similar material in a wooden kiosk, especially if it
is placed in the middle of campus, is against all safety measures.

2. The fire hydrant that was closest to the site of the fire had a missing
manual valve and the hose didn’t fit in the opening of the fire hydrant. The
equipment has not been properly inspected.

3. The supervisor of the Wallace computer lab did not evacuate or close
the lab.

4. There was nobody from the clinic present in case one of the students
had suffered from suffocation because of the smoke.

5. During the fire, security became very minimal at the Greek campus
library gate, because the security officials were trying to put the fire out.
However, they should have taken into consideration that somebody may
have used this opportunity to enter the university.

6. There were more than 120 students standing on the platform approx-
imately seven meters away from the fire watching the trials to put the fire
out. The students who were involved in combating the fire were only endan-
gering themselves and others, since they were not trained to do so.

7. The library officials evacuated the library, which did nothing but
increase the number of students crowded on the platform watching the fire.

8. An outside safety professional can also be called in from time to time
to revise the safety measures with university officials. When safety precau-
tions are taken, people are trained and there is regular inspection of the
equipment available, then the solutions to any anticipated problem can be
applied efficiently.

9. The kiosk stands against two walls of concrete and would have
eventually burned out. Yet, it took 25 people, including a safety inspector,
security officials, students, workers and people from the kitchen more
than half an hour to put it out. Either we have no system, or the system we
have doesn’t work.

I think that university officials owe the student body an explanation of
what happened. We don’t want to hear things like, "the fire was successful-
ly put out." We want the truth. We don’t want to kill anyone or remove any-
one from his job. We want to see people admitting to their mistakes and
telling us how this will be avoided in the future.

Osama Aly Abu-Hussien
Physics alumnus

Towards accuracy on banned books

Hanan al-Shaykh was a distinguished visiting professor in the
Department of English and Comparative Literature from Feb. 16-26, 2006.
In an article in the Caravan dated Feb. 26, 2006 written by Raya Shokatfard
entitled “Banned Novelist Speaks at AUC,” reference was made to her
banned novels. I would like to inform your readers that none of the works
of Hanan al-Shaykh is banned in Egypt. You can find all her works both in
Arabic and translated in English on sale at the Diwan bookshop in Zamalek.
The AUC bookshop does not sell her Arabic books but they did have all of
Hanan al-Shaykh’s works in English until they sold out.

Ferial J. Ghazoul
Professor of English and Comparative Literature

AUC professor reprimands SU president

1 was disappointed, embarrassed and angered by Dalia Thamin's letter
published in the Feb. 26 issue of the Caravan lamenting Student Union
President Walid El-Sallab's comments in Time magazine. In the naive hope
that Mr. El-Sallab's oxymoronic pronouncements that Islam is a religion of
peace but that "honestly" (thus implying what he had just said was dishon-
est) he would probably kill the Danish Prime Minister given the chance,
were taken out of context, I found the article mentioned. Sadly, context
made it worse with Mr. Sallab's homicidal declaration appearing just after a
Taliban leader was reported offering gold for the death of the cartoonist.

Where was Mr. El-Sallab when the cartoons, downloaded not from
Denmark but a Saudi Web site, were published in Al-Fagr newspaper here
in Egypt back in October? And why does he choose to rant against 12 car-
toons published four months ago when over 1,000 of his countrymen,
indeed of his own faith, have perished in a ferry disaster that smacks of cor-
ruption and incompetence? Sadly his comments, and the vitriol and violence
of embassy looters and arsonists, merely reinforce the stereotype of Islam in
the West.

An apology is clearly needed: that of Mr. El-Sallab to his student con-
stituents, including a substantial non-Muslim minority that he also repre-
sents, and to Ms. Thamin and all other AUC alumni living in the West who
will doubtless have to explain, somehow, his ill-considered remarks.

Richard Hoath
Writing Program Instructor

Hard news.

Soft copy.
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Watch out

What men don’t know about women

HEBA HASSABOU
English News Editor

It's a known fact that the way men
and women deal with relationships dif-
fers greatly. For instance, commitment
in a woman's dictionary is defined as a
future, family, love, security and sup-
port. But men seem to define it as stress,
loss of freedom and choice and a life
geared to make the relationship work.

Guys seem to miss out on a lot of
things that actually matter to girls, and
that’s what starts all the fights. To start with,
many of us don’t like to be played around
with. We are not a new car that you can take
around for a test drive, see if it suits you and
then return it after you are bored.

Even though we respect the fact that you like to be in control 24/7, that’s
not a sign of masculinity. Birthdays, anniversaries, Valentine’s and special
occasions aren’t just important days to us that shouldn’t be forgotten, but at the
same time, be spontaneous and surprise us with wrapped gifts.

Play the “hard-to-get” game but don’t push it; everyone likes the chase but
it’s been used too much and, honestly, it’s getting lame. This gets us to the whole
“hard to get” attitude that you put on. We already know you are worth it and
there is no reason to flaunt it. So instead, try to notice things about us such as
our latest haircut, our make-up and losing weight. We do want to hear those tiny
little compliments when we change the smallest thing about our appearance.

You might as well understand how we feel. Share with us your experiences
and listen carefully. We don’t like material things as much as we like to see that
you are listening to what we like and what we want. Don’t act as though you’re
listening while actually thinking about the next soccer game.

It doesn’t take away from your masculinity to show that you are sensitive.
It’s good to know that you have feelings but at the same time, don’t overdo it
and whine continuously about little details that you should learn to let go of.

One of the most important things in a relationship is being honest. But in
some cases, if the truth will hurt us, try to avoid it. Trust me, we really don’t
want to hear that we recently put on weight. Keep those details to yourself!

Although we know that you are Danny from Grease and you’re “all that,”
that doesn’t mean we want to know about your ex-girlfriends and past relation-
ships. Being a player is not something that you should be proud of or some-
thing you should brag about. That’s so 70s. We don’t like airheads who are just
interested in cars, motorcycles and getting into a girl’s pants.

If you think we are pushing for commitment, back up and tell us that you
think we're moving too fast instead of freaking out. Complimenting, pamper-
ing, spoiling, and caring for us are the four simple keys to get into our heart.

Everyone thinks it...

Fouap HAMMOUD
Features Editor

It recently occurred to me after a
few relationships that going through
your college life being single and giving
yourself the opportunity to figure your-
self out is definitely the way to truly
enjoy these years.

Granted, having a relationship from
time to time is great. Everyone needs
some loving from a partner, but not for
too long a time. Having short relation-
ships where you get to know someone is
always good because it gives you the
opportunity to know who you want in
the end, what you want in life and what
makes you happy. Yet, through these
small relationships, you rarely learn how hard commitment is.

When you’re stuck in a serious commitment at an age where you should
be experiencing life, you limit that experience and can later regret committing.

After asking several friends what the best things about being single are,
most answers included having nobody to have to respond to (and call at least
10 times a day for no reason), nobody to hold you back from doing your thing,
and being able to know yourself better. After asking what the good things about
being in a relationship that you can’t do when you’re single were, most people
were stumped, not knowing exactly how to answer.

If you think about it, everything you think you gain when in a relationship
can be done when you're single, aside from having affectionate feelings
towards another, which we all need. If it’s having someone to talk to and be
there at any time, that’s what friends are for. If it’s having someone help you
make decisions and encourage you, if that’s not your friends or family, it bet-
ter be you. And finally, if it’s physical, it goes without saying: it’s pretty obvi-
ous how you can get around that one.

I’m not targeting this column to any specific gender or person, but rather
just for those who have tied themselves down and might be having second
thoughts, or those who are considering committing just because it’s the new fad
all the college kids are doing but don’t really know why.

I’m sure most of you believe your ongoing relationship will never end. Yet
after seeing friends end engagements in a second over a slight disagreement,
or friends deciding two years into a long-term relationship they need a change
and wish they were single again, I begin to wonder if serious relationships are
really meant during these years.

To me, full-time commitment is something you can only decide once you
settle where your life is going and can mentally and financially support your-
self (without the help of daddy).

To those who are still single, enjoy it; find yourself and make friends with
people down the road and have as much fun as you can. Once you feel satis-
fied, and believe you’ve done all you can, double check, then commit, because
it’ll definitely be worth the wait.
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