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Bird flu spreads across Egypt

BY SALEH EL-AZAB
Caravan Reporter

The first cases of the deadly H5NI1
strain of avian flu have been discovered in
Egypt, with more than 12 reported bird
casualties in Cairo, Giza and Minya since
Feb. 17. The recent arrival of the disease
has caused panic among some AUCians
who are taking precautionary measures,
but others remain calm.

Many students have stopped eating
chicken and the demand for red meat sand-
wiches in the university cafeteria has
increased by 50 percent. "Our sales of
chicken sandwiches have decreased by 50
percent," said Samir Mostafa, the cafete-
ria's executive managing chef.

"I've totally stopped eating white meat
[chicken]," said Hani Seliem, a business
administration senior.

"It is really affecting my life. I stopped
eating from the cafeteria," said Basma

Osama, a business administration senior.

"A cook took two days off work trying
to avoid direct contact with chicken," said
Mostafa.

The virus can only affect people in
direct contact with living infected poultry.

Symptoms of the HSN1 virus are sim-
ilar to those of the common flu, including
fever, cough and sore throat.

The university cafeteria's management
said that the food served in the cafeteria is
safe and that after the chicken is boiled,
the virus is killed off.

"No day passes without my eating
chicken," said Mostafa.

In Cairo, many small poultry shops
have been forced to close down and are
searching for alternative businesses.

"I had to close. There was no choice. I
will work in seafood now," said Ali
Zenhom, a Cairene poultry shop owner.

The government pressured the shops
to close down, said Zenhom. "Talking

about bird flu in the news didn't leave us a
chance to keep working."

The Ministry of Industry and
Technological Development is working on
maximizing the quantity of red meat
imported so they can meet demand, while
avoiding over-consumption and causing
prices to decline.

"It's now a problem that we [have to]
live with and we have to forget eating
chicken for a while," said Rashid
Mohamed Rashid, the Minister of Industry
and Technological Development, in an
interview with the Caravan.

"The problem is under control and we
have to make people more aware about the
virus and how to avoid it," said Rashid.

The virus has already taken its toll on
the industry. The poultry industry has been
heavily affected by people's fear of the
virus and the "trade [of] chicken will not
be back until the demand of the people
increases," said Rashid.

Last-minute cancellations anger students

my contact numbers were not correct. However, I checked with
the registrar and all my numbers were, in fact, correct.”
Medhat said that the registrar finally allowed him into a sub-

By NADINE EL SAYED
Caravan Reporter

Many students at the American University in Cairo are angry
that the university registrar cancelled courses and rescheduled
others after the university’s two-week official drop and add peri-

od had ended, leaving them short of required classes.

Ahmed Medhat, a mechanical engineering senior, discov-
ered after the drop and add period was over that the registrar had
cancelled his section of the required seminar 200 course. The can-
cellation caused him a serious problem since he needed to take 18
credit hours to graduate on time, which he had paid for. The can-

cellation left him with only 15 credit hours.

“If they had informed me beforehand I could have registered
for another course, but they didn’t,” said Medhat, “I asked the

stitute course after he got the professor’s approval.
Hoda Grant, associate director of the Core Curriculum office,
said that this particular problem was caused because the seminar

has several courses that can be substituted for it. Because of that,

sessions offered.

the number of students registering for the course has decreased,
which made the Core Curriculum cancel one of the two lecture

“We have to solve the problem. We called all students to tell
them the section was cancelled and we did enroll them in another

section or a substitute course,” said Grant.

Core Curriculum office why they didn’t call [me], and they said

Kismet Bahgat, the registrar’s senior officer of student serv-
ices, said that the registrar is not entitled to cancel any course or

See COURSES, 2

Dream WATER

Rehaam Romero / THE CARAVAN

Yara Goubran, AUC alumna, rehearses for “Dream
Water Does Not Quench Thirst”, a one-act play. Written
and directed by JRMC Professor Shems Friendlander.
“Dream Water Does Not Quench Thirst” will be showing
on Feb. 27 and 28 in Howard Theater at 7:00 p.m.

AUC seeks second dorm

BY SHAHRAZAD ELFAR
Caravan Reporter

The office of student housing at
the American University in Cairo
will open a new hostel near the
existing AUC Hostel on Maraashly
street in Zamalek until the universi-
ty’s move to the new campus
because of the increasing numbers
of international students coming to
the university, said a student hous-
ing official.

“We will need more than the
Zamalek residence in the coming
fall to accommodate all students
[applying],” said Alexander Guindy,
coordinator and resident director in
the office of student housing.

In fall 2005, the Kanzy hotel in
Dokki was rented to accommodate
the increased number of study-
abroad students and 100 Egyptian
students from the LEAD scholar-
ship program. The current dorm has
a capacity of 340 students, but last
fall 89 students had to live in the
Kanzy residence.

According to Fatma Abo
Youssef, associate dean of interna-
tional student affairs for residence
life, the housing office does not deny
eligible applicants housing out of a
“moral obligation” to AUC students.

The facilities provided by the
Kanzy hostel included many servic-
es such as a 24-hour security service
and the shuttle bus service to the

AUC campus and the Zamalek resi-
dence. Like the Zamalek residence,
Kanzy enforced a no-drugs and a
no-alcohol policy.

Since all applicants who are
accepted are entitled to housing,
Guindy said the office would imple-
ment a “first-come, first-serve” pol-
icy. This basically means that those
who apply first can choose either
available residence.

The common complaint of pre-
vious residents at Kanzy was the
isolation they felt.

“By living in Kanzy, every-
thing that was difficult about
being a study abroad student was
made more difficult,” said
Elizabeth Lea Biermann, a
Middle East studies junior.

Biermann said the location of
the Kanzy hotel, the neighborhood
and the feeling of “hominess” that
students needed were more apparent
in the Zamalek residence.

Living in a hotel room also
constantly reminded some stu-
dents that this was a temporary
situation, they said.

But some students liked Kanzy.
“I liked the rooms in Kanzy, having
my own bathroom and a television
in my room,” said Sumaya EI
Nahed, a mass communication sen-
ior who lived in the residence last
semester. “The only drawback was
the exterior environment. Zamalek
is a lot safer and more comfortable.”

AUC will keep New Falaki, Main

By FARIDA HELMY
Caravan Reporter

In a university forum last Wednesday,
President David Arnold said the move to the
university’s new campus is being delayed for
one year because “only 25 percent of the cam-
pus has been built, which means that there is
75 percent still in the works.

“We are not willing to speed up the plan
just to meet the deadline if it means an
increase in cost, lack of quality or safety haz-
ards,” said Arnold.

Arnold made the remarks in an open
forum attended by some 100 people, mostly
faculty and staff. The forum was held in the
Falaki Mainstage Theater.

The new campus will cost $304 million.
However, being 70 days behind schedule has
caused some concern among students, faculty
and staff, admitted Arnold. The move will
occur in summer 2008.

Arnold and the university’s Board of
Trustees have decided to retain the New
Falaki building and the Main Campus as uni-
versity property. On the other hand, they will
be disposing of the Greek campus, the Rare
Books building and the Zamalek dorm.

This decision raised the question of where
the students currently living in Zamalek
would be housed if they do not want to live on
the new campus. According to Arnold, the
administration is still considering the issue.

Another topic discussed during the forum
was the Core Curriculum, which has been
causing a stir among board members because
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MR. PRESIDENT: President David Arnold elaborates on
new campus delay to AUC faculty.

they believe that it needs to be “updated and
streamlined for the students to benefit more.”

Provost Tim Sullivan reserved a few min-
utes at the end of the forum to mourn the late
AUC professor Cynthia Nelson who in his
eyes “had grown to become 10 feet tall.” The
audience was then asked to pay their respects
by standing up for a minute of silence.

“Wahhabi Islam’ on the shelves

BY RAYA SHOKATFARD
Caravan Editor

The shipment of Natana DeLong-Bas’s
controversial book “Wahhabi Islam” sat at
the Egyptian Port Sa’id for nearly seven
months before it finally won approval from
Al Azhar. But the confusion is not over yet.

The book was first published by
Oxford University publications in New
York and later published by AUC Press in
paperback for Egypt and the Middle East. It
discusses the values of Wahhabi Islam and
the views of Muhammad Ibn Abd al-
Wahhab, the founder of Wahhabism in
Saudi Arabia.

According to Mohammad Abd al-Razeq,
the general manager of the department of
research, writing and translation in Al Azhar,
the book was banned because it contained
errors about the Prophet and his wives.

In a letter dated Oct. 8, 2005, written to
the Central Customs Directorate, Abd al-
Razeq wrote, “Regarding the shipment of
the book titled ‘Wahhhabi Islam’ in the
English language: it contains information
not in accordance with Islamic principles
and so it cannot be published in the Arab
Republic of Egypt in this form.”

Abd al-Razeq said that after AUC attor-
ney Mohammed Shatla contacted the Sheikh
of Al Azhar, Mohamed Tantawi, the book was
released for sale at the AUC bookstore only
and not for the general public.

However, AUC Press Promotion Manager
Nadia Akl said that the book has been on gen-
eral release since Dec. 2005, and with no
restrictions on sales to the public.

In a letter dated Dec. 14, 2005, Abd al-
Razeq wrote to the Customs Directorate,
“We would like to inform you that the book
could be released and published. There is
no problem with releasing the book
“Wahhabi Islam” since it has nothing
against the Islamic belief.”

Abd al-Razeq later insisted that Al

Azhar’s permission to release was on the
condition that the book was to be distrib-
uted at AUC only for studies and research
by the students. He admitted that the letter
to the custom officials did not contain this
condition because he said the distribution
was not the concern of the customs direc-
torate, but part of an agreement between
Tantawi and AUC attorney Shatla.

Shatla was unavailable for comment.

“My understanding was that the ban on
the book was challenged not only by AUC
Press, but also by Egyptian, Saudi and
American scholars alike, all of whom
argued not only that the book was academ-
ically sound, but also that the book was
completely respectful of Islam and the
Prophet,” said DeLong-Bas.

She also said that the purpose of the
book was to analyze the writings of Ibn
Abd al-Wahhab because his writings are
not available in English. His writings dis-
cuss major Islamic topics such as theology,
Islamic law, women and gender, and jihad,
all of which are carefully and consistently
grounded in the Quran and Sunna.

She added that “the objections of Al
Azhar have been phrased as opposing ‘my’
interpretations and discussions, yet they are
really objections to what Ibn Abd al-Wahhab
himself wrote. My book is heavily footnoted
to indicate where I found the material under
discussion because some of the material dis-
cussed is contrary to popular perceptions of
Ibn Abd al-Wahhab, particularly where jihad
and women are concerned.”

DeLong-Bas says this is the time, when
the portrayals of Islam and the Prophet in
the press are highly sensitive, to reiterate
that “this book takes the position of the
utmost respect for Islam and the Prophet
and seeks to strengthen serious scholarship
on both. For those who have concerns
about the book’s contents, I can only urge
them to read it prior to forming judgment
about it.”
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SJB helps in plagiarism awareness

By Rym IBRAHIM
Caravan Reporter

In light of the increasing number of pla-
giarism cases, the members of AUC’s Student
Judicial Board (SJB) are focusing on making
students aware of what plagiarism is and the
consequences of it. Forty to 60 percent of stu-
dents still engage in some form of plagiarism
as well as disciplinary disruptions, said an
SJB member.

During orientation at the beginning of
every semester, the five members of the
SJB talk to freshmen about the penalties of
plagiarism.

These five include: Ahmed Hesham, the
representative for the Academic Integrity
Committee; Donia El Sadat and Ahmed
Maged of the Disciplinary Committee;
Mohamed El Taweel, the representative for
the Student Council and Mina Naguib, the
representative for the Clubs and Committee
Conference.

Plagiarism occurs when a student uses
ideas or writing from any source and presents
them as his/her own work without proper ref-
erences.

“Students can be expelled from the uni-
versity for a year or for a semester for pla-
giarizing, depending on how the committee
judges each individual’s case,” said El
Taweel, adding that the student can also
fail the course.

“Copying a paper from the Internet or
text source without including a proper cita-
tion and leaving out quotation marks is
viewed as one of the worst types of plagia-
rism,” said Hesham.

Buying papers from the Internet is yet
another form of plagiarism. Students can get
essays online and present them as their own.
Professors are becoming more conscious
about this crucial issue, and are now requiring
students to send their work to
www.turnitin.com, a program that can deter-
mine whether an assignment was plagiarized
and how much of it is uncredited work.

“Because academic honesty is an impor-
tant part of all institutions, students will expe-
rience harsh consequences as a result of their
plagiarism, just as they would if they were
caught cheating on a test,” said El Taweel.

“To avoid being involved in any case of
plagiarism, you must put your thoughts and
ideas into your own words,” said Hesham.
Even when a text is paraphrased or summa-
rized, students must cite the exact source for
the information.

“The disciplinary committee is responsible
for the behavior of students regarding the code
of ethics,” said El Taweel.

The committee is also responsible for
the behavior of students on university-
sponsored trips. It is also responsible for
solving problems between students and
professors or students fighting among each
other. According to El Taweel, they also
“supervise any kind of elections and
strikes.”

As part of the awareness campaigns tak-
ing place this semester, a guide of do’s and
don’ts are being distributed as a way to
decrease plagiarism. SJB members are trying
to create awareness among students that com-
mitting any form of academic dishonesty is
not worth risking their own careers.

SU cafeteria upgrades menu

By Karmm Higazy
Caravan Reporter

The Student Union (SU) will begin
improving the SU Cafeteria on the Greek
Campus next week by introducing new foods
and coffees, said SU cafeteria president
Ahmed Rashad.

The cafeteria, which is located in a booth
across from L’ Aroma Café, will now have one
caterer for the rest of the semester. “Every day
we’ll try to have new [foods],” said Rashad.
“We don’t want the students to get bored.”

According to Rashad, the SU has been
trying to make such changes for three years,
including altering the colors of the booth.
“The Office of Student Development always
refuses and puts obstacles in [our] way,” he
added.

The cafeteria serves a variety of different
foods, which previously changed according to

the caterer or food provider. Now, one caterer
will provide the variety.

Some students think that the food avail-
able in the cafeteria is satisfactory. “The food
is good, but just a little pricey,” said Ahmed
Abdel Hamid, a computer science junior.

“On a scale of one to 10 I’d give it around
a four in comparison to other restaurants,”
said Nadine Khedr, a biology junior.

The out-of-the-way location of the cafe
also causes some problems. “This is a problem
that the union faces,” said Rashad. “If it were up
to us, we’d put it in the center of the campus.”

“I didn’t even know it existed,” said
Tamer Girgis, a theater junior.

“I know where it is, it’s just that with the
other cafeteria, I can see the food in front of
me so I know what choices I have, but with
the SU cafeteria it’s kind of hard to know
what you’re choosing,” said Karim Soloman,
an economics senior.

CORRECTION

In the article “AUClan in the news (Feb. 19)” Mariam Fam was not hit by a camera or any-

body while covering the story and only spent one night in Safaga, not two.

Banned novelist

speaks at AUC

BY RAYA SHOKATFARD
Caravan Editor

The Lebanese novelist and playwright Hanan Al-
Shaykh isn’t phased by the banning of her novel,

“Women of Sand and Myrrh.”

“I get more attention, and more people buy my
book,” she said in lectures discussing Arab women in
literature at the American University in Cairo (AUC) on

Feb. 19 and 22.

Her book is currently being used at AUC for the

COURSES: Anger over

cancelled courses
CONTINUED FROM 1

section. They inform the department
that enrollment of the course is low
and it is up to the department to decide
whether or not to cancel the course.
Electronics engineering senior
Shehab El Mahdy said that he
checked the web and only acciden-
tally discovered that they had
changed the computer architecture
course (CSCI 330) section he was
registered for to a later section.
Mahdy said that although the

Fahmy fills in for missing movie cast

others, in addition to a preview
of a song from his new album,
which will be released this
summer. Fahmy also enter-
tained AUCians with an
English song by Craig David.

“I think it [talk show] was
satisfactory and the attendance
was good, but not as we
expected,” said El Manawy,
adding that this may have hap-
pened because of the confu-
sion about who the guest was.
An ELI student, Ahmed Sayed,
said, “ I was coming because |
thought it was the Fatah Einak
actors. But when I heard
Hatem, [I was] ok.”

Celebrating Fahmy’s Feb.
26 birthday early, Ali and El
Manawy brought in a birthday
cake for him. “He [Fahmy]
turned out better than expected
on both the professional and
personal level,” said El
Manawy.

Fahmy said he was very
happy with SU’s invitation,
regardless of the short notice.
“It’s good to know what peo-
ple think about me and my
music,” he said.

He is planning to do a con-
cert in AUC within this year that
he said will be “untraditional.”
“I will contact the organizers at
AUC and try to work something
out,” said Fahmy.

By AMINA EL SEWEDY
Caravan Reporter

Singer Hatem Fahmy filled
in for the actors of the recent
Egyptian movie, Fatah Einak
(Open your eyes), for the
Student Union (SU) Talk Show
last Wednesday, when compli-
cations forced them to cancel.

Fahmy talked about his
Valentine’s Day, which he
spent at the Abou Atata
orphanage near Cairo
University. “A little girl came
to me with pink wallet and
took out a small picture of
mine that she had cut out of the
newspaper and asked me to
sign it,” he said. Fahmy
explained that this, along with
the way the girls care for each
other, affected him.

With some delay, hosts
mechanical engineering senior
Islam Ali and mass communica-
tions senior Nehal El Manawy
started the show at 11:20 a.m. in
the American University in
Cairo’s Ewart Hall.

When asked about his
song, “Hasak we Shayfak” (I
see you and feel you), he said
the song is about an Italian girl
that he loved as a child who
passed away at a camp in
Switzerland. During the show,
Fahmy sang it along with three

A
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Hirmng A High Notes Hatem Fahmy singing his hit song Mesh Men
Ha’ak (You don’t have the right).

On The Wire

A landslide on the island of Leyte in the Philippines on Feb. 17 killed 72 peo-
ple and injured at least 35, with at least 900 people reported missing, according to
the Philippine disaster relief agency.

Two weeks of steady rain turned a mountain into mud, burying approximate-
ly 100 acres of land in 100 feet of mud in some places. The landslide buried hous-
es, along with a school with 246 students and seven teachers.

According to the U.S. State of Department spokesman Sean McCormack, the
U.S. Agency for International Development has authorized the American embassy
to give $50,000 in aid to the Philippines after the natural disaster. The U.S. is also
helping to provide water, ready meals, boots, blankets, medicine, and equipment
to facilitate the search as requested by the Philippines.

Rescue teams have refused to give up searching for survivors although no
sight or sound of life has been heard nor has any kind of scent been picked up by
rescue dogs.

A village school in the province of Guinsaugon, where some 1,400 students
and teachers were trapped, sent text messages from mobile phones crying out for
help. No report of any rescues from the school have been received.

Neighboring villages have been evacuated for fear of other mud slides that
would endanger the lives of residents.

“l heard about it on ABC
news on Saturday night. |
think its really tragic and

“It's the weekend, | don’t

17

watch news

“An entire land has been
swallowed and many peo-
ple have died from this

we should try to contribute mud slide.”
in a way.”
- Mariam Auda, - Mohamed El Gamal, - Mina Magdy, - Ahmad El Hammami,
Undeclared sophomore Economics senior MENG senior POLS junior

Do you know about
the landslide in the
Philippines?

YES
19%

NO
81%

“I' was concerned all week-
end about the bird flu hit-

ting Egypt.”

ICGE reflects

BY CARAVAN STAFF

the economy

AUC president David Arnold
praised the ICGE as a unique stu-
dent conference that introduces

English course, Literature and Gender (ECLT 345).

“Women of Sand and Myrrh” was banned in Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf countries because of its lesbian-
ism. But Al-Shaykh believes that when women are at
home spending most of their time with other women,
they can develop this kind of affection toward each
other.

Born in Lebanon, Al-Shaykh began her writing
career at a young age. She later studied at the American
College of Girls in Cairo, Egypt. Later, she worked as a
journalist for television, magazines and newspapers
until 1975. She now lives in London.

She wrote her first novel, “Intihar Rajul Mayyit”
(Suicide of a Dead Man) in 1970 to discuss relation-
ships between the sexes, power struggles and patriar-
chal control. Her experience of Lebanese Civil War
ignited her novel, “Hikayat Zahra” (The Story of
Zahra), which has also been banned. The book discuss-
es sexuality and Beirut during the war.

“I write as I am inspired,” said Al-Shaykh.

section was with the same professor,
it was a late section that he did not
want. “Even if it fits into my sched-
ule, it wasn’t their right to change
the section without informing me,”
said Mahdy.

Another student who faced a
problem with the cancellation of her
course after drop and add week was
Nina Gaber, a political science jun-
ior. “Feature writing (JRMC 403)
was cancelled because [there] were
only five students in the class and
the department called me one day
after drop and add and told me the
course was cancelled,” said Gaber.

“I was lucky because I was able
to get into one of the courses that I
wanted. I was able to find the pro-
fessor easily and get her approval,”
added Gaber.

Nadine El Sayaed / THE CARAVAN

Focus on E6vpr: Hanzada Abou Youssef, acadmeic committee-
head, speaks at the ICGE conference opening last week.

The first secretary of the
Ministry  of  Industry and
Technological Development said
the Egyptian government is mov-
ing forward in its attempts to
introduce a competitive, free mar-
ket economy, led by the private
sector, in the country.

Hany Barakat, the first secretary
of the ministry, made the remarks at
last Tuesday’s opening of the four-
day International Conference of the
Global Economy (ICGE) at the

American University in Cairo.
Barakat filled in for Industry
Minister ~ Rashid ~ Mohammed

Rashid, who was unexpectedly
called for a cabinet meeting.

The theme for this conference is
‘Egypt and the Global Economy.’

delegates to many new ideas in
the field of business and econom-
ics, showing them what “the prac-
tical world is.”

ICGE hosts seven councils on
the topics including: stock mar-
ket, multinational banking, busi-
ness crisis, brand management,
advertising, economic issues and
a junior council for high school
students.

The conference also included
ICGE business partners such as
Procter and Gamble, the Arab
African International Bank, Leo
Burnett Company, Coca Cola
Egypt, Price Waterhouse Cooper,
the Cairo and Alexandria Stock
Exchange, Teen Stuff Magazine
and Mansour and Co.
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Breaktast of champions

By Fouap HAMMOUD & HEBA AL KAYYAL
Caravan Editor & Freelance Reporter

Ever wake up with a craving for a large, juicy
omelette, with a side of chocolate-covered pancakes,
French toast and a cup of freshly squeezed orange juice
for breakfast? In a couple of places around Cairo, if you
can wake up early enough, you can get all that and more.

Lucille’s, an American-style diner located in Maadi,
is one of the rare places in Cairo where you can enjoy a
fine breakfast. It manages to bring a taste of America to
Cairo with its wide variety of biscuits, pancakes, waf-
fles, eggs, sausages, hash browns and French toast, with
multiple options of toppings and cooking styles.

Freshly baked bread is always available, and you
can choose either white or brown toast. They even but-
ter your bread if it strikes your fancy and toast it to a
crispy golden crunchiness that is divine. If you have
high expectations about how your eggs are served in the
morning, they will be met with perfectly cooked eggs in
any form. The orange juice is freshly squeezed. An
order of waffles or pancakes is a must; Lucille’s pan-
cakes are thick and perfectly fluffy, and the waffles are
simply heavenly.

The staff is friendly and patient, and service is effi-
cient. Portions are generous and prices are reasonable.
A large order of eggs, pancakes and orange juice comes
to a total cost of approximately L.E. 50. Coupled with
the relaxed and comfortable atmosphere, Lucille’s is a
great dining option.

The breakfast menu is available from 8 a.m. to 11
a.m. on weekdays and until 12 p.m. every Friday and
Saturday for all those late risers.

Another popular restaurant with a large breakfast
menu is Coffee Roastery, which has locations in
Heliopolis, Mohandiseen, Maadi and Zamalek.
Coffee Roastery also offers you all types of
omelettes, pancakes and other breakfast foods in rea-
sonably large portions. Their Roastery Morning
Plate, which includes an omelette, beef bacon, fries,
French toast and any other side dish you ask for is
their most popular breakfast dish.

Offering both sweet and savory crépes, Coffee
Roastery appeals to those with a craving for a chocolate
or strawberry crépe in the morning. Their smoked
salmon and cream cheese omelette is a must-try.

Flavored coffee and tea as well as American coffee
and fresh juices are available, and for coffee lovers, fla-
vors include raspberry, cinnamon hazelnut, coconut and
vanilla nut.

Breakfast prices range between about L.E. 30 and
L.E. 40. Breakfast is available at Coffee Roastery from
7 a.m. until 1 p.m. on weekdays and until 2 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday.

Unlike the other two restaurants mentioned, Inch
café is unique because it doesn’t offer a breakfast menu
per se. We recommend that you wake up and make
your day by going over to Inch, plopping yourself down
on one of their bean-bag chairs and leaving the rest up
to the staff.

For all you waffle-lovers, they make the best
apple cinnamon waffles in Cairo. They also offer
waffles with maple syrup and with cream. For those
who enjoy a fresh start to their day, the yoghurt with
mangoes, strawberries or honey and cereal should
give you that morning freshness.

If you enjoy eating a non-traditional breakfast, then
you should definitely go for the Italian chicken baguette
along with a slice of chocolate fudge cake.

To wash all of this down, try the lemon juice with
mint, which is served with just the right amount of sugar
in a flask to give you that feel of the old days. If you
enjoy a hot drink in the morning, they offer a wide vari-
ety of coffee and tea flavors.

Prices are very reasonable at Inch; a meal costs
approximately L.E. 30 and their items are served all day.
Orders are made upon request and can be delivered to
your home.

Lucille’s; Road 9, Maadi.

Tel. No. 359-2778

Coffee Roastery Locations

26th of July St. Zamalek

Tel: 738-0936

46, Shooting Club, Mohandiseen
Tel.: 748-9924, 760-0735

5, Samir Mokhtar St., Heliopolis
Tel.: 291-8070

11, Road 18, Maadi

Tel.: 750-9914

Inch; 19 Geziret El Arab St., Mohandiseen
02-3033630/ 02-3053375
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Step INSIDE: Feel right at home with Lucille’s comfortable and cozy atmosphere.

Fouad Hammoud / THE CARAVAN

INc BY INCH: The retro style of this cafe is unique to the Egyptian coffee scene,

with different seating arrangements in every corner.

Geisha dazzles on
the big screen

By HASSAN HASSAN
Caravan Editor

Memoirs of a Geisha, a novel
by Arthur Golden, has recently
been transformed into a critically
acclaimed film.

The novel is an insight into the
ancient art of the geisha — the
Japanese art of the courtesan - and
reveals to the reader the changes in
Kyoto in the 1930s and throughout
the Second World War.

The story revolves around the
life of Sayuri, a young girl sold into
slavery, and describes her rise from a
slave to a geisha as both tumultuous
and beautiful. The style and grace of
the characters compliments the his-
torical references and the intricate
details of life as a geisha. The novel,
although fictional, is riddled with
historical facts about the Japanese
culture, the social strata of the time
and the lifestyles of the different
social classes. This is interwoven
skilfully by Golden in an artfully told
and impressive debut novel.

Golden lived in Japan and stud-
ied at the university of Beijing after
graduating from Harvard with a
degree in art history and a specialty

in Japanese culture. Memoirs of a
Geisha is his first book and upon
publication in 1999, it stayed on the
New York Times bestseller list for
two years.

Rob Marshall, who is most
famous for his direction of
Chicago, directs the film. It has
been nominated for six Academy
Awards including art direction and
cinematography. The character of
Sayuri is performed by Ziyi
Zhang, who is most famous for
her role in Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon, and Asian actors
play the rest of the characters.

Dina Kafafi, a mass commu-
nication senior, called the film
“beautiful.” Not having read the
novel, she says the film is a
“touching story depicted in such a
manner that it builds respect for
the geisha’s culture, despite the
reality of their existence.”

Mennat Hammami, an econom-
ics senior, on the other hand,
thought that you would have to have
read the novel to enjoy the film.
“The book helps you capture the
essence of the film. You cannot
watch it without reading the book,”
said Hammami.

Adam’s work captures

her dreams

BY CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

Only one year after graduating from AUC, Dina Adam, 22, is
an up-and-coming Cairo photographer whose work appears in a
variety of outlets including billboards, galleries and magazines.

Originally a biology major who aspired to be a doctor,
Adam said she was “always into art.” It was only when she
took a photography course at AUC with Hala El Kossey that
she realized her passion for photography.

It began with a small project in which she took a mug shot of
herself. El Kossey saw her potential and wanted to show her work
on campus, which she did later in that semester. Adam decided to
change her major to art and graduated in February 2005.

Born into a family with a Sudanese father and a half-Egyptian,
half-Turkish mother, Adam credits her family’s cultural clash as an
inspiration for her work, which focuses mainly on the search for
identity. This search for identity was the main theme of her recent
solo exhibit, Forged, at Sequoia café and restaurant in Zamalek
from Jan. 5 to Feb. 10.

The exhibit was a step forward for her, she said, because it
provided, “answers to myself and settled what I wanted to figure
out in the whole identity clash.”

Aida Eltorie, an AUC alumna and curator for the
Townhouse Gallery, a contemporary art gallery in downtown
Cairo, helped organize and set up Adam’s exhibit. “I think as
an emerging artist she has a really strong perspective using
her medium [of] black and white photography. It’s a new
medium for her and she’s going in the right path,” she said.

Photography is only one of Adam’s many passions: she loves

drawing, graffiti, and graduated with a double minor in philosophy
and film. “Film has a major impact on my photography,” said Adam,
adding that she has already made two documentaries and an experi-
mental film. She also says she is intrigued with black and white pho-

tography of the human form and figure. ) )
“The muscles, shadows, contrast; there’s just something

beautiful about it,” she said.

Shereen El Kilany, a mass communication senior, who is
interested in film and broadcasting and currently taking the pho-
tography course at AUC, says that Adam, “isn’t only an inspira-
tion because she followed a dream she had, but her technique and
style in unbelievably professional.”

After finishing her solo exhibit at Seqouia, Adam has no plans
for any upcoming exhibitions. She has been offered more oppor-
tunities for shows but turned them down. “It’s not only about
having shows,” she said, “I need to find inspiration through
myself; it’s a psychological process.”

Adam’s work has been shown in many publications, includ-
ing the Daily Star, Campus Magazine and the upcoming issue of
Cleo Magazine.

She has also had her work presented on billboards for
L’Aroma Café in Mohandiseen and the Cervantes Institute, a
Spanish center in Dokki.

Currently, Adam is working as an English and art teacher in
the Greenland School, but hopes to integrate her passion for pho-
tography in a career in advertising. Her future goals include own-
ing her own advertising agency.

Adam describes this as only the beginning and calls her
photography and art only “a glimpse of vision, memory, and a
hope of tomorrow.”

Picture provided by Dina Adam

Pictures OF DReaMS: Adam’s self-portrait “Wiggy” brings helps in
her search for identity.

Q&A

QUESTION:

What are the limits

to freedom of
expression in Egypt?

“I don’t think there is
any freedom of
expression.”

- Mostafa Naguib
CS sophomore

“If it opposes the idea

of any prominent polit-
ical figures.”

- Ahmed Al Aghil
Economics senior

b
“Reli

constraints.”

T

gious and social

- Nora Rafea
JRMC sophomore

“Say whatever you
want, except about
Mubarak and his
family.”

- Tamara Ghanim
CS sophomore

“Say whatever you
want and the
government does

what it wants.”

- Amr Elkhouly
BADM senior
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The Voice

Four weeks into the spring semester, several graduating seniors
faced a serious dilemma when the university registrar called to tell
them that they could not graduate this June because they had not ful-
filled the degree requirements. We’d like to know why the registrar is
contacting students three-and-a-half weeks after the crucial drop and
add period has ended to inform them that they may not graduate. More
importantly, which professors are going to allow students to enroll in
their classes this far into the term?

When several graduating seniors went to administration at the begin-
ning of the semester to check up on their graduation status, they were asked
to come back later in the term for a definite answer. AUC has never been
regarded as the most organized of places, but common sense dictates that
clearance for such an important event should be taken care of when the stu-
dents have the option to actually do something about it. For example, dur-
ing drop and add week. Students are responsible for their academic sched-
ules, but when students go to the registrar, they should at least be informed
of their graduation status early enough to do something about it.

Although the first week of classes are a busy time for the office, it was
open for an entire month during the winter break. Why didn’t the registrar
use this less stressful time to sort out these all-important graduation mat-
ters? Let’s just hope that all these graduating seniors end up with a diplo-
ma... instead of a bill for yet another semester.
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Why should Denmark follow Sharia?

In the Feb. 19 issue of the Caravan, Passand Hammami wrote a pas-
sionate editorial, “Think about it...” regarding the offensive series of car-
toons published first in Denmark and later reprinted throughout Europe and
parts of the Middle East.

She made it clear that she was “insulted” and “offended” by the car-
toons. I was also insulted. That is not at issue. She justified her anger by
stating, “To begin with, drawings of the Prophet Muhammad are forbidden
in Islam.” That is not the issue. Although not explicitly forbidden in the
Quran, the hadiths and rulings of the Ulama, (save some Shiite scholars)
make it clear that making images of the Prophet are forbidden.

Examples of this can be seen in the 1976 film, “The Messenger,” in
which the Prophet, his wives, and cousins are never shown. This again, is
not the issue. The issue, however, was the paradigm in which she wrote her
editorial. She said it is “forbidden in Islam.” This is true. The question is
to whom does that apply? All Muslims, should, in practice, follow the
Sharia and all of its tenets. Therefore, newspapers in the Arab world are
forbidden from publishing images of the Prophet (although some did). The
same is true, to a certain extent, for non-Muslims living in the Arab world.
Although they should try and stick to the Sharia, as long as they pay jizyah
(tax), they are fine. Non- Muslims not living in the Arab world, however,
are not obliged to follow the Sharia and the basic teachings of Islam. In
fact, Muslims are in theory at war with them!

Therefore, nothing in Islam precludes Jyllands-Posten or any other
European newspaper, for that matter, from publishing images of the
Prophet. Yes, they shouldn’t have published the cartoons for a number of
reasons, especially given the current situation within the Arab world.
Invoking the Quran, however, is not one of them.

She does, however, inadvertently prove my point. In ending her article,
she says, “I know my religion, I respect my religion and I do not care about
what some infidel thinks of Islam.” She is right. In theory, non-Muslims
are infidels who aren’t expected to follow the tenets of Islam, so is it sur-
prising that they published images of the Prophet in the first place?

- William Jon Hummel
Middle East Studies senior

El-Sallab gives AUC a bad name

I 'am an AUC alumna and journalist living in Canada . I was shocked to
read SU (Student Union) president Walid El-Sallab’s comments in Time
magazine’s feature story “Cartoon Mayhem: fanning the flames” on Feb.
20. I couldn’t believe that someone who is supposed to represent AUC
would say, “But honestly, I feel that if I were to see the Danish Prime
Minister (PM), I might kill him myself without thinking.”

He was interviewed because he organized a peaceful rally against the
cartoons and he started by saying that, “The word Islam is derived from
peace. You cannot just go and attack people,” and then he followed it by his
nonsense fanatic statement about killing the Danish PM.

Everyone is entitled to his opinion if he speaks for himself as a student,
but when he speaks as the SU president, then he is supposed to represent the
students who elected him and not his own opinion.

‘What was he thinking when he said that he would kill a PM? The story
was one of the main features printed in Time UK and Canada editions and
it was one of the most balanced coverage on the cartoon issue.

So thanks to the SU president, our university’s name is now associat-
ed with a death threat. I guess the only thing left to do is for AUCians who
feel El-Sallab’s comments doesn’t represent them to send their letters to the
editors of Time magazine. But the damage has already been done.

-Dalia Thamin
JRMC graduate, June 2000

Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Give back on Valentine’s Day

Finding a new topic to bore people with turned out to be a bigger chal-
lenge than I thought. Looking for inspiration, I decided to do what anyone
in my shoes would —- observe the AUC community for a day or two.
Surprisingly enough, my timing couldn’t have been more perfect,
Valentine’s Day. The day of love...uh huh...sure. Don’t worry I won’t go
on about how romantic and sweet it is, neither will I rant about the commer-
cialism or how it’s a “made-up” holiday used by the chocolate and greeting
card industries to make millions on top of their already bloated profits. No,
nothing to fear on that front. However, I do find myself a bit confused on
this holiday of all holidays.

First of all, I'd just like to apologize for what I’'m about to say and warn
everyone out there that if you don’t like what I’m about to say, it’s proba-
bly because you know I’'m right. Simply stated, I don’t like Valentine’s
Day. No, I’'m not cynical, I'm just realistic. Why go out and buy your loved
one material objects when you can contribute in a more meaningful way?
Instead of parading around and showing how big your wallet is, how about
testing how big your heart is? I really think it’s about time we stopped and
re-examined Valentine’s Day and made it more about true love and the gift
of giving not chocolates and flowers (although those are nice, too), but time
and effort to those who need you the most —- the Egyptian community.

I’ve been recently hearing complaints surrounding the issue of the lack
of recruitment for the extra-curricular clubs and charity organizations. But
how about this? Instead of moaning about it constantly and complaining
about how dirty Cairo is or the lack of government funding for the poor, do
something instead. If you don’t like wrappers littering the streets, pick up
a broom and help someone out. I guess what I'm trying to say is this:
instead of thinking about what you might get for Valentine’s Day, think
about what you can give to those who have nothing. And when that hap-
pens, we’ll be able to put the true meaning into Valentine’s Day, so that
when next February comes round once again, you won’t have to listen to
me complain.

-Laila El Gohary
Undeclared freshman

Inside my mind

The finer people in life

YUMNA YOUSRY
Managing Editor

They say that sometimes people
come into your life and change it. I’ve
discovered that some people can
uproot your entire existence, mold
your life with their bare hands and
install it back into your body.

I’ve met many people who have
impacted my life and changed the way
I think. But only one person managed
to be my best friend, my big sister,
teacher, mentor and so much more —
and in so short a time.

What is ironic is that she fell
somewhat accidentally into my life.
What is more ironic is that we are dif-
ferent in so many ways and yet, we
share such a bond.

When someone is there for you when others seem to have abandoned
you, you can become reliant on them. When that same person becomes will-
ing to understand you, the one you talk to and learn from, then it is hard not
to be completely dependent on them. If that person chooses the pace that
suits you and helps you grow independently, then you know you have found
one of the kindest, most selfless souls to walk the earth with and a friend to
keep.

In truth, she was even more than that. She was patient when I was at my
most exasperating. She was encouraging when I had lost all hope. And she
was my teacher in more ways than I can count.

Unfortunately, people are separated by the natural course of events
and the different paths they have to follow. Although our friendship is
definitely not over, it is impossible to maintain it as we once did. I can-
not possibly explain my grief at the moment, but I hold onto many mem-
ories that we had, the songs we shared and the moments we have to look
forward to in the future.

When I look around, I see more people she has affected, more lives she
has touched. For those of you who do not know this person (and I'm sorry
if you do not, for you’re missing out), I’'m sure you have encountered a
friend, a parent or a teacher who has had a similar effect on your life. I urge
you to look to them once in a while, even if you can only do so by looking
within yourself, and appreciate the finer people in life.

Check on 1t

HAssaN HASsAN
Senior English Editor

Freedom of speech has always
been one of the most controversial
elements in every society in the world.
The boundaries are fuzzy at best, with
a very abstract definition. Here in
Egypt, it seems as though there is lit-
tle to no freedom of speech, but these
elements are slowly changing, not
only in Egypt but also everywhere in
the world. Slowly but surely, the con-
straints in societies are slowly unrav-
elling.

The year 2005 was a pivotal year
in Egypt’s history. The first democrat-
ic elections took place, there were
demonstrations in the street and the
general population found itself speaking in a unanimous voice, even if it
was one that was more often ignored or muffled by the powers above. It is
still a voice that is slowly gaining power.

In a world that is refusing to settle, suppressed societies are slowly but
surely coming out from under the covers and screaming at the top of their
lungs. Even if this voice may not amount to a concrete resolution, the
release in and of itself is one that is both needed and satisfactory.

Today, our options as a society are limitless, and in a world that is grow-
ing smaller by the minute, this voice is becoming harder and harder to
ignore. China, one of the world’s strictest communist regimes, recently
experienced a staggering change by using this voice. According to the
Washington Post, The Chinese Daily Youth, a newspaper in Beijing, experi-
enced actual freedom of speech.

A senior editor at the paper posted a letter on the Internet stating that the
editor-in-chief of that paper was threatening to dock reporters’ pay if they
upset the communist party’s czars or attacked its propaganda. It was a letter
that attacked the communist party and the editor-in-chief of this publication.
Seconds into a meeting, mobiles began buzzing and the whole staff of the
newspaper was notified.

Government officials scrambled to control the situation but as more
blogs went up by the second, they were no longer able to stop the spread of
the message. Two days after the controversy, the officials retreated and the
party bowed to public outrage and stopped the plans to muzzle reporters.
For once, the people were heard and this voice made a change possible.

This is one example of the power that we have: the power to implement
a solution and to create change. The key element is that, although there are
restraints to freedom, the most important thing is to ignore these chains that
restrict opinion and original thought. There are channels for expression and
sooner or later they will be used and take solid form.
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