Volume 86, Issuel4

CAMPUS WIRE | 2

AUC soccer mania

caravan.aucegypt.edu

(4 ARAVAN

THE STUDENT-PRODUCED NEWSPAPER OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO

Sunday, Feb. 12, 2006

AUC reacts to tragic ferry accident

BY FARIDA HELMY
Caravan Reporter

The Al Salam Bocaccio 98 ferry
sank in the early morning of Feb. 3
killing 1,000 of the 1,400 passengers
on board, mostly Egyptians working
in Saudi Arabia or returning from the
pilgrimage in Mecca.

No AUC students were on the
ferry, but many were affected by the
tragedy.

The brother of mass communica-
tions senior Mohamed Sabri’s driver
was one of the passengers on the
ferry. Originally identified as one of
the survivors, his family found out
when they arrived at the Safaga port
that his name had been confused with
one of the survivors and that he was
in fact one of the victims.

“Everything is disorganized,”
said Sabri. “And nobody appreciates
how much these people were
abused.”

According to press reports, fire
broke out on the ferry soon after it left
the Duba port in Saudi Arabia, and
the ferry disappeared from the radar.
An explosion soon followed and the
ferry quickly sank.

Four hundred survivors have
been found since Friday, and relatives
of the passengers remained in Safaga
trying to learn the fate of family
members or identify bodies still being
pulled from the sea. Relatives com-
plained about the lack of information

given to them and bad treatment
received from authorities.

“I can’t believe how long it took
for them to notice that the ferry was
late in the Safaga port,” said econom-
ics senior Eman El Dessoki. “No one
announced it was missing because
people were too caught up with the
[soccer] match.”

When the fire broke out, the cap-
tain of the ferry allegedly chose to
deal with it on his own without call-
ing for help or turning back. The cap-
tain still cannot be found.

Al Salam Maritime Transport
Co., the owner of Al Salam
Boccaccio 98, has had previous acci-
dents in the past few years, the most
recent being last October when one of
its ferries had an accident also in the
Red Sea region.

“I heard that this ferry wasn’t
allowed to travel in European and
American waters because it wasn’t up
to safety standards,” said art senior
Asma El Husseini. “They shouldn’t
still be using a ferry that is nearly 40
years old. There weren’t even enough
safety boats for the amount of people
on board, and the ones they had had
holes in them.”

“I was really affected by the five-
year-old boy who survived, against
all the odds, when all his family died
at sea,” said Natalie Sirkedjian, a
mass communication sophomore. “It
must have been awful seeing his par-
ents die in front of him.”

CHAIN REACTION: Zewail stresses the importance of chemistry and the sciences in
everyday life.

Ethar Shalaby / THE CARAVAN

Nobel prize winner speaks at AUC

Ahmed Zewail connects science,

technology and society for students.

BY ETHAR SHALABY
Caravan Editor

Scientific revolutions can never
reach their peak unless science,
technology and society are all con-
nected in one pyramid, said Ahmed
Zewail, the renowned Egyptian
chemist, in a lecture organized by
the Chemistry club last Sunday.

Zewail, a professor of chem-
istry and physics at the California
Institute of Technology (CAL-
TECH) and winner of the 1999
Nobel Prize in Chemistry, also dis-
cussed the history of scientific revo-
lutions and his expectations of the
future of science.

“The history of the evolutions
and revolutions started with the
agricultural revolution, the industri-
al revolution and eventually result-
ed in the most important revolution,
[that of] information technology,”
said Zewail.

According to Zewail, some of
the main accomplishments of the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries
are the discovery of matter and of
the universe, therefore creating a
scale ranging from the very small to
the very big, and the discovery of
life as that very scale. He added that
seeing the atom at rest and in

motion was considered one of the
most important scientific revolu-
tions of recent years.

“The language of atoms is full
of probabilities, which we can’t
define,” said Zewail. “If we defined
the motion of atoms that occurs in a
very small period of time, only then
we can define the exact location of
atoms.”

According to Zewail, modern
biology is regarded as a complete
scientific revolution in the world of
science.

“By using modern biology, we
will be able to determine the mean-
ing of human intelligence. When it
comes to humans, it is the most
complicated phase in science,” said
Zewail.

Chemistry  club  president
Nermin El Touny said that the club
organized the lecture to teach AUC
students about the relevance of sci-
ence to life and to promote the club
at the same time.

According to El Touny, Zewail
replied to the club’s invitation for
the lecture within 24 hours.

“He is a chemist we really look
up to and what he talked about was
like a bridge between what we study
and what exists in advanced sci-
ence,” said El Touny.

Students sit in, protest Danish cartoons

BY YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

Hundreds of students attended a sit-in
last Wednesday in the Greek campus to
spread awareness about the Danish car-
toons controversy. The Student Union
(SU) organized the protest.

The cartoons, originally published in
September, depicted the Muslim Prophet
Muhammad in an offensive and degrading
manner, said organizers. A total of 12 car-
toons were published by the Danish news-
paper Jyllands-Posten and then published
by other European newspapers.

“The solution now is to fix this image

and portrayal that they have of us. As a
suggestion, we’re going to collect dona-
tions to rebuild the embassy that was
burned in Lebanon...We are Muslims and
against these kinds of acts,” said Mootaz
Dinana, a computer science senior and one
of the speakers at the sit-in.

SU public relations chair Seif Abou
Zaid said that the reason for organizing
this sit-in was to raise awareness across
campus and create an open forum for stu-
dents to express themselves freely.

“There’s been an offense and there has
to be an apology on their [Danish] behalf
and a punishment. But this isn’t the prob-
lem. The problem lies within the Western
perception of Islam, especially now in

Denmark,” said Dinana.

Darah Rateb, a business administra-
tion senior and a spectator at the sit-in,
said, “I don’t think there should be legisla-
tion against blasphemy, religious offense
or religious hatred. It is a matter of having
some kind of voluntary understanding —
one that says that the price one pays for a
sort of entertaining bit of journalism is not
worth it because there are people who will
feel genuinely offended.”

Assistant professor of political science
Charles Davidson said, “I am a firm
believer in free and open press and for not
imposing limits. However, there is a
responsibility by the press to not inflame
or offend a group of people.”

Omar Rohaiem / THE CARAVAN

SHouT OUT Loub: Hundreds of AUCians participated at last Wednesday’s sit-in on the Greek campus against the Danish cartoons of the Prophet

Muhammad. Mootaz Danana, a computer science senior, uses a bullhorn to address students.

Kateinoscopic WALLS

Rehaam Romero / THE CARAVAN

The second floor gallery in Falaki is an array of talent and color. Students of assistant professor Youmna
Sorour, who allows creativity o unfold using color and abstract design, had the most colorful wall in the

Gallery. Full story on page 2.
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MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE: Professor Naz Shahrokh'’s class diaplayed their bottles and still lifes in one of the many examples of the

work on display.

Art students’ work draws largest crowd ever

By REHAAM ROMERO
Caravan Reporter

The department of Performing and Visual Arts
(PVA) showecased the largest and most diverse collec-
tion of student art to date in an exhibit that opened
Monday in the Falaki Gallery.

Pieces ranged from delicate still lifes to meticulous
architectural designs to multi colored abstracts in the
gallery at the American University in Cairo.

“We come from different backgrounds and have
different approaches,” said Tarek El-Akkad, affiliate
instructor in the PVA Department, pointing out an archi-
tectural design by one of his students flashing through
an overhead projector.

The exhibition was arranged ‘salon-style,” accord-
ing to Naz Sahrokh, assistant PVA professor and direc-
tor of the Falaki Galleries. Walls were covered top-to-
bottom with art, because 11 professors were each
assigned a wall to display his or her students’ work.

“It’s more successful than the last, we have a full
house,” commented Shahrokh, adding that the exhibi-
tion’s success was due to its unprecedented style and the
collaboration of professors.

“This (exhibition) is really for the students,” stated
Shahrokh, “Having so much of their work displayed is
empowering for them.”

Carol Hammal, an art senior with Egyptian and

Lebanese origins, displayed various pieces in the
gallery. She draws her artistic inspiration from nature. “I
bring back things from Lebanon to use in my art,” said
Hammal, pointing to a piece featuring a slice of cedar
wood piercing from the canvas.

The gallery also included work from students in
majors other than art. Ahmed Abdel Aziz, an economics
senior, had several pieces on display. “I was first
inspired to pursue art after seeing the most beautiful girl
I’d ever seen,” stated Abdel Aziz, “I then realized that
not everything can be justified with numbers.”

Standing by his vivid painting, comprising of color-
ful splatters across a wide canvas, Abdel Aziz explained
that the primary motivation for his work comes from
music and that a particular piece was stirred by a song
from the Broadway musical “Aida”.

Visitors admired the artwork and were captivated
by what Shahrokh described as, “the wealth of inspira-
tion.”

Dina Adam, a professional photographer and AUC
alumnus, stated that she was impressed by the quantity
of pieces and saw “a lot of potential” in the student’s
work.

“You almost have everything right here,” comment-
ed Ernest Wolf-Gazo, professor of philosophy, “The
quality [of the artwork] is very good. They should be
proud of themselves.”

AUC doesn’t lend a helping hand

BY CHEREEN ZAKI
Caravan Reporter

Despite the 12 community service clubs the univer-
sity offers, including Volunteers in Action (VIA) and
Help Club, students still find it difficult to join because
of poor recruiting by the clubs and the limited time of
the students.

According to Ramza Sedky, the community service
director in the Office of Student Development (OSD),
recruitment in the spring semester is not as successful as
it is in the fall semester since not as many students
enroll in the university in spring semester.

The community service program tries to promote
the clubs on and off campus and schedule ceremonies
and events such as the February 16t annual ceremony
of the developmental campaign Alashanek Ya Balady.
“Each week we have at least one event,” said Sedky.

Yusra Elimam, an Anti-Cancer Team (ACT) mem-
ber who takes part in the weekly visits to cancer hospi-
tals, said that the problem could be that some clubs
might intimidate their new recruits by turning activities
into an obligation and defeating the club’s purpose. “I
joined because I want to go, not because I have to,” said
Elimam.

“Students do not have enough time,” said Sedky,

explaining why students are not joining community
service clubs. “I have priorities to fulfill first,” said
Maged Fakhr, an economics junior, “Other students
might have the time but not the motivation.”

The students need motivation to take part in some-
thing important. “The students themselves aren’t really
bothering; the person has to be willing to join,” said
Fakhr.

But for others, the motivation is present, they just
need the proper publicity, said Heba El Kayal, unde-
clared and in her second semester at AUC. She said that
she hasn’t heard about the clubs and feel like students
must seek out the clubs and not vice versa. “They
should put pamphlets all over college,” suggested Al
Kayal.

Hassan Fikry, an economics major, said that they
just need to advertise more for new recruits. “They are
trying their best but in the wrong way. A good poster
can be better than someone nagging,” said Fikry.

As for creating opportunities for new members,
Sedky said that each semester there are recruitment
booths for one week, at the start of each semester, where
clubs advertise and recruit. That way each student can
sign up for whichever club “suits his interest,” said
Sedky.

On The Wire

tampered with.

not interfere with the freedom of the press.

Danish products.

"It is rude to disrespect  “People are thinking of

any religion no matter  boycotting, which is
what you think of it." very effective, but they
are leaving out the most
important thing which
is to know and follow

the prophet.”

-Mark Magdi,
JRMC senior

-Amal Mansour,
Actuarial science junior

Last September, Jyllands-Posten, a Danish newspaper, published
12 cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed, sparking immediate contro-
versy in the Muslim world. One cartoon, for example, portrayed him
as a terrorist with a turban shaped like a bomb strapped to his head.
Although the editors apologized for the insult, they insisted that they
did not break any laws and that freedom of expression should not be

Many protests were held in Egypt, Iraq, Kuwait and other Arab
countries as a reaction to Prophet Mohammed’s portrayal as a terror-
ist. Danish flags were burned in many of the protests to denounce the
Danish government’s reaction to these cartoons. Although it opposed
the publication of the cartoons, the government declared that it could

The situation worsened when other newspapers in Italy and
France published the cartoons, also defending the freedom of the press
and of expression. In Damascus a mob burned the Danish consulate.

Danish companies have been hard-hit by the boycott of Danish
products by Muslim countries. For example, Al-Othaim Holding, a
Saudi Arabian company, which owns 60 stores, will not be selling any
more Danish products, a decision that could affect some 346 million
dollars worth of imports from Denmark. Major supermarket chains in
Egypt such as Metro, Seoudi and Carrefour have also stopped selling

Do you know about
the controversy
surrrounding the
Danish cartoon?

YES
94%

NO
6%

“They are trying to ruin “Why make fun of

the prophet’s image and other people's beliefs?”
portray him as promot-

ing terrorism.”

-Hani Seleim,
BADM Senior

-Ramy Radwa,
JRMC senior

.
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Book SIGNING: Authors, left to right, included Ibrahim Abdel Maguid, Idris Ali, Zahi Hawass, Mark Linz, Hala Badri, Youssef
Abou Raya, Saad El Din Ibrahim and Nicholas Hopkins mingle at the event.

Book signing draws authors, trustees

By KArRM HIGAZY
Caravan Reporter

The AUC Press held a book signing and meet-the-
authors reception on Sunday to highlight 19 authors
during the annual campus visit by the university’s board
of trustees.

“It was one of the largest gatherings [we’ve had],”
said R. Neil Hewison, associate director for editorial
programs at the AUC Press.

The book signing, which was held at the bookstore
at Hill House, gave special discounts to attendees on the
authors’ books, which were published by AUC Press.

“The AUC Press publishes more than two books
every week and it’s important that the authors in ques-
tion are recognized,” said Mark Linz, director of the
AUC Press.

Egyptologist Zahi Hawass, director of Egypt’s

Supreme Council of Antiquities, also attended because
three of his numerous books were published by the
AUC press. He said he appreciates the discount provid-
ed by the AUC bookstore because people who usually
wouldn’t be able to read his books can now have access
to them.

“It’s a great opportunity for authors and students to
get together and exchange opinions.” said Richard
Hoath, author of the book “A Field Guide to The
Mammals of Egypt”

Various students from the AUC community were in
attendance as well as students and individuals from
abroad. “I’m just here mostly to see Salwa Bakr [author
of ‘The Golden Chariot’] and take advantage of authors
being here in this part of the world,” said Kiley Dunlop,
an independent study student from San Francisco.

“It’s gone very well,” said Hewison. “We had a very
good show from our authors and several other authors.”
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AUCians join in national football frenzy

By YASMEEN EL MALLAH & FouAp HAMMOUD
Caravan Editors

Cries of olé, olé, olé, olé, could be heard across
the Cairo Stadium as more than 70,000 soccer fans
cheered on the Egyptian team during the African
Cup of Nations that took place in Cairo from Jan. 27-Feb. 10.

AUC students weren’t immune to the soccer
fever and joined the sea of red, white and black at
the stadium in the last three games of the cup: Egypt
vs. Congo, Egypt vs. Senegal and Egypt vs. Cote
d’Ivoire.

Students as well as faculty mobbed the stadium
to show off their national pride. In order to get good
seats, though, many had to be at the stadium at noon
even though the game didn’t start until 7 p.m.

With the renovation of the stadium and its new
organization, girls were not hassled there. “For once
they [the audience] were not interested in the girls,”
said Rima Naamani, a psychology junior.

Sherif Ali, an Egyptology junior, added that it
was, “the first time for Egyptian matches to have
girls in the stadium.”

Mechanical engineering senior Mahmoud Abdel
Mageed said he was proud of his country: “Egypt

showed no mercy in all of their games.”

Omar El Imam, a business administration junior
said, “During the games, you could see the Egyptian
population unite from first class to third class.”

After the game was over, people in the stadium
and those watching the game elsewhere streamed
into the streets for a night of horn honking, fire-
works, flag waving and flame-throwing.

In fact, streets and tunnels were closed off by
cars in Mohandiseen and Heliopolis after the Egypt
vs. Congo game until 2:30 a.m. by fans celebrating
their victory.

“The people were going insane partying and
closing off the Al Thawra tunnel in Heliopolis
pulling car tricks and screaming at the top of their
lungs,” said El Imam, who joined the crowds in the
tunnel along with some of his other friends.

When it came to the overall organization of the
cup, many students were surprised that something
like this could be pulled off by Egypt.

“Organization-wise, I felt that it was extremely
organized. Everyone’s saying that it’s a world-class
event. People- and spirit-wise, it’s amazing. You
feel like everyone in the country is celebrating
together,” said Mahmoud Assem, an economics senior.

Balbaa scores points with Egypt’s Team

Photo provided by Mostafa Balbaa

SPORT STAR: Balbaa, left, takes a break from hosting to pose with Egyptian

soccer player Ahmad Hossam AKA Mido, right.

BY YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

Control yourselves---or at least turn the
ole’s down a notch. AUC’s Mostafa Balbaa, a
computer science senior, had the dream job
during the African Cup of Nations here. He
was picked from 300 applicants to be the offi-
cial media spokesman of the Egyptian
National Team during the games.

“I applied to work for any team and they
chose me to be with Egypt,” he said.

Balbaa’s position required him to
announce the team’s training times and organ-
ize press conferences. He also wrote a daily
report on the team’s activities and took pic-
tures that are uploaded on the official Web
site, http://www.egypt2006.com.eg.

“I got to sit with them on the bench at all
times and during the games as well,” he said.

Balbaa said his most memorable
moments came at the first match with Egypt
vs. Libya when he got to sit with the team on
the bench for the first time and dealing with
the international press.

“I got to hang out with the team and we’re
all friends now. I got to see what’s going on
behind the scenes in a soccer tournament. I
recommend that everybody do this if they get
a chance to. It’s a life-changing experience,”
said Balbaa.

Photo Provided by Mahmoud Assem

CrAzy HAIR DAY: Radwa Mounib and Mahmoud Assem enthusiastically dress up for
the game.
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AUC UNiTY: Psychology professor Matthew Whoolery, center, cheers along with stu-
dents Joice Rafla, left, and Amira Wissa, right, at the Egypt vs. Senegal game.

Going solo on Cupid’s Day ain’t so bad after all

By AMIRA EL-GAWLY
Freelance Reporter

With Valentine’s Day arriving
in less than 48 hours and bright red
and pink stuffed hippos and candy
hearts blinding your eyes, it’s
understandable that you’re anx-
ious about the long-awaited “day
of love,” especially if you are sin-
gle. But, to tell you the truth, there
should be no need for concern.

‘Don’t mope - the
day 1s about
celebrating love
and it should not
preclude love
between good
friends and family.’

Who commanded that this day,
when a person’s happiness is
measured by how many Dutch
roses and Belgian chocolates they
received, should be celebrated by

couples only? Who said that inde-
pendent, in-control singles could-

n’t celebrate the freedom of being
unattached with other singles (and,
who knows, maybe find a partner
of the opposite sex to celebrate
with) on Valentine’s Day? Love is
not just for couples — it’s for
everyone.

So, don’t mope — the day is
about celebrating love and it
should not preclude love between
good friends and family.

After much discussion and
deliberation with the singles of
AUC, here are some possible ways
to help you face Valentine’s Day
head on, with as much conviction
and love as you can muster. The
most popular plan is to gather at a
friend’s house, order as much food
as possible and watch the least
romantic new movie release.

Organize a fondue night. Each
person can bring something (eg.
fruit, bread, crackers, marshmal-
lows) to dip into the rich chocolate
or cheese dip.

Dress up and have a dinner
party. You could also go out and
do the same; but avoid any roman-
tic, dimly lit restaurants around
town.

Rumor has it that there will be
an Ahly vs. Zamalek soccer match
at the stadium on the same night
and after the African Cup, it could
be an unusually fun way to spend
Valentine’s Day with your friends.

LYPPY SINGLES' DAY

Tickets can be bought in front of
both the Ahly and Zamalek Clubs.

Alternatively, be selfless on this
day. Take your little brother or sister
for ice cream or to pick out a toy at
one of the million gift shops that
have sprung up around Cairo. Send
flowers to a friend that you know is

feeling especially down and lonely
this year because of a recent
breakup, and sign it anonymous.
The most important thing is to
face Valentine’s Day. Don’t ignore
its existence; it’s virtually impos-
sible anyway, with at least 15
booths set up on Greek campus

CXEHA
e

tempting you to buy ridiculously
expensive but beautiful chocolates
and flowers. Enjoy it, and even if
it means spending a little extra
money, take the chance and show
your loved ones how you feel with
a handwritten card or a fresh bou-
quet of flowers.

Q&A

QUESTION:

What do you hate
most about
Valentine’s Day?

"l feel so lonely."

-Mohamed EI-Shorbagy
BADM freshman

"l hate teddy bears."

- Eman Refaat,
JRMC freshman

"A bad date."

- Chris Scoufaridis,
Biology freshman

"People become so
mushy."

-Farah Al-Muhtasib,
Theater sophomore

"l 'hate expectations."

- Omar Ramadan,
BADM senior

"Excessive showing off
about presents."

- Sanaa El-Noamany,
JRMC junior
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The Voice

In an attempt to find a solution to growing noise levels at AUC commence-
ments, the administration has decided to divide the tickets into two groups. Two
invitations allow two people to attend the commencement from the beginning at
6 p.m. The other two invitations let the remaining party in at 7 p.m., but are seat-
ed upstairs.

On a day when celebration is key, almost half of those invited will not be
allowed to witness the entire event.

This is not a solution. While the noise levels are a problem, it is not one that
will be resolved with this kind of separation. AUC students can still attend the
ceremony at 6 p.m. and can still cause any amount of ruckus. Frustrated with this
system, it is most likely that they will. Those waiting outside will be able to do
nothing but cause some form of disturbance when they’re finally allowed to join
the commencement.

Family members will also be forced to wait outside. Why should an aunt,
grandmother or sibling be forced to wait? Families are there to celebrate and
waiting is not what they deserve.

While it is the fault of those who have misbehaved, should the families of
graduates be forced to pay the price of those mistakes? Should the people who
deserve to be sitting front row and center with the rest of their family for the
entire commencement pay the price for disorganization and lack of control?
These are the questions that should be addressed when solutions are proposed for
coming graduating classes.
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How I did my duty

Hello, my name is Captain Rubba Dubdub. Some of you may have heard
of me; for those who haven’t, I am the captain of the Titanic ferry that recent-
ly sank in the Red Sea- or should I say, I was the captain. I departed from the
Duba Port in Saudi Arabia on a very routine trip to Safaga, Egypt carrying
some 1,400 passengers.

On a cold Thursday night on the Feb. 2, I received word from my crew
that there was a fire on my ship. I thought to myself, what’s a fire going to
do to my ship, which was full of trucks and automobiles loaded with gaso-
line? I decided to just keep going. As the fire kept raging for two hours
throughout my boat, I didn’t even feel like calling the Safaga Port authori-
ties to inform them of my situation. No, instead I just kept on going. After
all, what are 1,400 workers lives really worth?

Gradually, I realized that my ship was slowing down. Then I thought to
myself, maybe this is starting to get serious. What do I do? Should I do my
job and order an evacuation of my ship? No, how can I do that, there aren’t
even enough life jackets or boats to get the passengers to safety. I may as
well just leave. But wait, should I give a distress signal to the Safaga Port
authorities? No, forget about it, I’ll just take the speed boat that’s on board
and get away. Granted, by doing so I now have no leadership skills, no
honor, no pride, no morals, no values, and most of all, no common sense. But
hey, what can I say? It’s not my fault the ship wasn’t following internation-
al shipping safety regulations, or that I didn’t inform any type of authorities
of my situation at sea, or that I’'m a coward who has no idea of what leader-
ship or duty really means.

So, I just want to say don’t blame me or the company that I worked for,
El Salam Maritime Transport, or any of the losses that friends and family
members have suffered. All right, so this isn’t our first accident regarding a
sinking ship and loss of life. But in the end, only 1,000 passengers died from
drowning, hypothermia, or shark attacks. Essentially, I take no personal
blame, and for those who are angry, go and do what you always do best, ---
blame the government.

-Ahmed El Mallah
Undeclared freshman
*Note: Names in this letter were changed to highlight the sarcastic nature
of the letter.

Lending a helping hand

The reputation of AUC students, most often given by themselves, is
often of arrogance, selfishness, or exclusiveness. That is not what I saw this
morning. When I arrived on campus, three students approached me for help.
They had responded to a woman on campus who was crying loudly and in
great distress. When they approached her, she talked of hearing voices and
demons “attacking” her. She clearly was in need and suffering.

Since I am a psychologist, it was natural for them to approach me to
come talk to this woman to see if she needed help. What I found is that the
students themselves had done everything that I could have done to help her.
They had showed compassion and sat down with her to talk. She said that
she was so grateful that they stopped and sat down with her and that “thanks
to them I am feeling much better.”

People suffering from schizophrenia are often shunned by others
because their behavior and speech can be erratic and strange. But despite
these things, this woman found compassion and understanding from three
AUC students who were willing to put aside their fears to help someone in
need. I was humbled by and impressed with them. Thank you to those stu-
dents and to all of the students who are dedicated to service in the commu-
nity in and outside AUC. We need to rethink our stereotype.

-Matthew Whoolery
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Have an opinion?
Put it here.

Send your thoughts to:

caravan@aucegypt.edv or
yasmeenelmallah@gmail.com

In these times

A sense of nationality

YASMEEN EL MALLAH
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The past couple of weeks have
been triumphant for Egypt. It surpris-
es me how something so simple, yet so
universal, has been able to unite an
entire nation. Soccer has become the
language of the rich, the poor and
those in between. I've never seen a
people so proud to be Egyptian. I've
never been more proud to be Egyptian.

Although I’ve never actually been
to any of these matches, I’ve seen the
streets before and after. There’s just
something about the Dr. Suess-look-
ing hats and face paint that triggers
something inside of us and makes us
realize that we can come together and
act as one.

Our tiny community of AUC became a part of the larger crowd. We
were no longer viewed as the rich spoiled kids, but as Egyptian citizens.

While I'm proud of how far along Egypt has been able to come in soc-
cer, I’'m disappointed that it took a tournament to unite a country and not the
people itself from within. It’s funny how it’s the small, simple things that
bring us together when larger issues (presidential elections, inheritance)
drive us apart.

Egypt has always been known as the ‘mother of the world’ to the rest
of the world, but not to its people. It’s not something strange when you see
someone counting down the hours until they depart for the U.S. to seek a
new life in the land of opportunity, but people are dumbstruck when a grad-
uate decides to stay because he has hope that something will become of this
country someday.

Every year, millions of tourists bombard Egypt to stare in awe at its
wonders, yet most of us have never even gone to the Egyptian Museum
across the street.

What I’'m trying to say is that we lack national pride and even more so
here at AUC, thinking that we’re too good for this country.

What we need to realize is that this country is what carries our nation-
al identity. It’s not everywhere you go that you can find your entire family,
friends, their families and their friends just because you had to take out your
tonsils. It’s not everywhere you can call someone at odd hours of the night
to grab some ice cream. It’s not everywhere you go where you can find
such heartwarming generosity and hospitality from complete strangers.
Only here, at home.

It’s a fresh new year, a new start, and maybe a new opportunity. Who
knows? Maybe all it’ll take is a soccer match to spark a new beginning for
Egypt. And maybe, just maybe, we’ll be heard as one people again.
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Shareen says:

Soccer!

SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN
SENIOR FEATURES EDITOR

It took my breath away, literally. I
gasped when I took my first steps in
the stadium. I never thought in a mil-
lion years that I would be able to con-
nect with more than 75,000 people in
one instant because of a sport that I
used to think was stupid.

Ask anyone who knows me,
whenever people around me would
talk about soccer, I would always roll
my eyes and give my notorious lec-
ture about how the sport was an
excuse for men to run around in
shorts and jump on each other. The
Egypt versus Congo match proved
that [ was very wrong.

The African Cup is more than a prize that is given to the winner. It,
along with soccer, is a mentality that blanketed this country and united a
nation. Ever since this tournament, I have spoken to more people and made
more friends than I have during the four years I have lived here.
Everywhere I look now, people are smiling and, more importantly, people
are proud to be Egyptian. It is so ironic that it took the teamwork of a soc-
cer team to remind us all that, together, everyone achieves more. What
we’ve achieved in the past few weeks is more than we’ve achieved in the
past few decades. Egypt now has a face; it has 70 million of them, and
they’re all smiling.

During the seven hours that I was in the stadium, I felt more euphoric
and more alive than I can remember. The mystique and energy radiating
from the array of red white and black were beautiful. The sounds of drums
intertwined with the voices of sheer pride and strength filled the stadium
and intimidated all competition before it even appeared. When the game
started we all understood, trusted, and supported each other. It seemed that
all the love that was being oppressed in everyone came out in one wave,
and it was simply overwhelming.

Call it soccer, call it football, it really doesn’t matter. The truth is that
it is the language of the people and it does unite us all.
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CROSSWORD: CURRENT EVENTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
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ACROSS

2 The bad judge on American Idol (5.6)

3 Couniry that saw a recent outbreak of bird
flu (6)

6 Atlelevision series sel in the White House
slarring Martin Sheen (34.4)

9 Celebrity who has two adopted children and
a third baby on the way (8.5)

11 The oldest soccer played on the Egyptian
team and otherwise known as the playmaker
(6.6)

13 The theme song for this series begins,
“Thank you for being a friend..." (3,6.5)

14 This chick believes that the sky is falling
(16)

16 The first woman to ever undergo a face
transplant (8.7)

18 Indian stand-up comedian

DOWN

1 Aremake of hit Hollywood movie, starring an
ape and Jack Black (4 4)

4 Latest movie remake of 3 Broadway musical
4)

5 Name of new perfume by daughter of
renowned Beatles singer (6)

1 Supermodel recently admitted to rehab for
her addiction to cocaine (4 4)

8 Won the best actor in a musical or comedy
award at this year's Golden Globe awards
(7.7

10 Bruce Springsteen and Sting recently paid
tribute to this country singer (5.6)

12 Prime Minister who s in a coma as a result
of a brain hemorrhage (5.5)

15 Embassy that was burned down in Syria and
Lebanon due to religious controversy (6)

17 *_me up, Scolty." (4)

Solutions to the crossword puzzle are posted on the Caravan website.
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