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By MOHAMED AHMED
Freelance Reporter

Most people don’t think of
deans at major universities jump-
ing into swimming pools in their
business suits, but then those peo-
ple don’t know Harry Miller, the
dean of AUC’s Center for Adult
and Continuing Education, an
artist and a poet.

Miller officially retired from
AUC on Dec. 1 after a reception
last Tuesday for hundreds of
friends and colleagues in Oriental
Hall and the Fountain Garden, but
he will continue as a consultant to
the university until Aug. 1, 2006.

The swimming pool incident
occurred at a gathering with fel-
low artists when Miller suggested
they all jump in the pool dressed
up.

“It was planned. We wanted
to take some shots (photo-
graphs),” said Miller.

“We thought the contrast of
formal dress within an informal
environment like a swimming
pool would be kind of neat.”

In end, the others demurred.
Not Miller, who is known to col-

leagues, friends and family as a
man with a great sense of humor,
a predilection for the offbeat and
a love of challenges.

Miller has been dean of
CACE since 1992, although it
was known then as the Division
of Public Services (DPS) and
included the division of
Commercial and Industrial train-
ing (CIT), the overseas branches
and DPS itself. He considers
integrating the three the biggest
challenge of his career at AUC.

“To bring all of them together
into one CACE was difficult,” he
said, adding that his goal was to
get the divisions to stop compet-
ing against each other and to
cooperate instead. “We did it
basically in one year.”

CACE now has more than
35,000 students inside and out-
side Egypt in courses that include
Arabic, English and other lan-
guages; computer and business
classes and a Junior Summer
Program (JSP) for children
between seven and 15.

“He is one of the people who
had a great effect on me,” said
Mohamed El Rashidi, former
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associate dean for administrative
affairs at CACE. “He is a good
man as well as administrator and
academic, which is a good advan-
tage.”

Miller is also involved in
Egypt’s “Smart Village” project,
a public-private sector initiative
to bring together high-tech com-
panies and organizations that can
help develop other technology
companies. CACE has an office
in the 300-acre complex near
Sheikh Zayed City, to provide
programming and other assis-
tance to companies there, which
include MicroSoft and Xceed.

“AUC is the only institution
approved to be there,” said
Miller.

But Miller has also been an
artist for more than 40 years,
drawing, painting and writing
poetry. He uses only white, red
and black colors in his work and
is currently trying to incorporate
his poetry into visual portraits.

“Why is it fun? One, it is the
production of something. Two, it
is rewarding and it is a feeling of
satisfaction because it is self-
expression,” said Miller.

Photos provided by Mohamed Ahmed

THE INNOVATOR AND THE ARTIST: Left, CACE dean Harry Miller, who retired from AUC on Dec. 1, gets out of a swimming pool fully clothed after jumping in as part
of an art project. Right, a sample of Miller’s artwork. Miller plans to stay on as a consultant to AUC until August.

“He gave me samples of all
his artwork and I designed a web-
site for him to publish his work
because I admire his work and
personality,” said Sadek Washi,
assistant director in AUC’s Media
Services department.

Miller has been married for
43 years and is the father of five
children—-four girls and a boy—
-and the grandfather of 11-soon-
to-12 grandchildren. He keeps
track of them in a notebook,
organized by the month.

After receiving his BA in
Scandanavian  history  from
Carroll College in Waukesha,
Wisc., Miller earned a master’s
degree in a combined history and
education program at the
University of Nebraska and a
Ph.D. in education from Nebraska
as well. Miller has worked at
Nebraska, Southern Illinois
University, Hebron Palestinian
University and the Ministry of
Education in Bangkok. He was a
Fullbright Program lecturer in the
African Republic of Togo.

Editor’s note: Mohamed
Ahmed worked in CACE from
1998 to 2001.

Electronic

By YumMNA YOUSRY
Caravan Editor

There is a surprising shortage
of applicants for the Electronics
Engineering (EENG) major for
the spring 2006 semester.

This comes after the School
of Sciences and Engineering
made a decision to raise the num-
ber of students it would accept in
the major to 50 per year.

The decision was made
because “the new dean [Medhat
Haroun] [was] faced with so
many applicants previously,”
said EENG professor Sherif
Abdelazeem.

To be accepted, a student
must have completed 20 credit
hours of specified physics, math-

engineering faces lack

ematics, computer science and
English courses, and have a min-
imum grade point average (GPA)
of 3.90 in their major.

The final date for applica-
tions will be Dec. 15.

The department’s flyer
detailing the conditions and pro-
cedures for declaring the major
stresses that “the number of stu-
dents who will be admitted in the
January/February 2006 admis-
sion cycle will depend on avail-
able slots but any student with an
index of 3.9 or higher will be
accepted into the major.”

“The [required] GPA sky-
rocketed to 3.98 [this semester]”
said Abdelazeem. It was then
lowered to 3.95 after a student
withdrew from the major, allow-

ing the next highest GPA appli-
cant to declare EENG.

When the department was
established in 2001, the number
of students accepted in the major
was 30 per year. This number
was raised to 40 two years ago,
then to 50 for next semester.

The old system relied on a
carefully controlled calculation
of the GPA in one’s major and
limited the number of students by
accepting only the highest GPAs.

“This was very competitive,”
said EENG chairman Hassanein
Amer.

“It is better for the depart-
ment that they raised the number
of applicants to be accepted
because a lot of students have
problems with declaration,” said

of interest

EENG senior Sherihan Amro.

Mohamed Deeb, who gradu-
ated with the first batch of EENG
majors in 2001, said that even
when he was an undergraduate,
many students could not declare
EENG and had to opt for comput-
er science instead.

“This is a better system,” he
said.

Electronics engineering fac-
ulty and students are perplexed
by the lack of applicants for dec-
laration next semester.

“This is an open question. I
do not know,” said Amer. “In pre-
vious years, if we [could] accept
10 students, we usually got, let’s
say, double [that number in appli-
cants] and we had to reject half of
them.”

Senate scraps constitution,

adopts bylaws instead

By ETHAR SHALABY
Caravan Editor

The Faculty Senate scrapped
its constitution in favor of bylaws
last Wednesday and approved the
creation of a new faculty commit-
tee responsible for looking at
ways to raise faculty salaries.

Exchanging the senate con-
stitution for bylaws will facilitate
the senate’s amendment process,
according to David Wilmsen, the
senate secretary.

The change was necessary
for practical reasons. Originally
it was necessary for the Board of
Trustees (BOT) to ratify amend-
ments to the senate constitution
by a two-thirds vote. By chang-
ing to bylaws, the senate will
have the freedom to approve an
amendment without the BOT
approval.

Since the BOT only meets
three times a year, if the senate
misses any of these meetings,
none of the senate amendments
will be approved until the follow-
ing BOT meeting, said Wilmsen.

As a result of this change, the
Senate changed its name from
Faculty Senate to University

Senate.

The other change ratified was
the creation of a new faculty
committee that will be in charge
of recommending a new salary
system for the faculty.

According to Wilmsen, the
new salary scale will generally be
higher than the existing one and
will be implemented once the
university starts recruiting new
faculty members for next fall.

According to the draft pro-
posal, the main mandates of the
committee will be to propose a
scheme of action for placing cur-
rent faculty members on the new
system. It will suggest guidelines
for assessing and evaluating the
scheme as well as following up
the process of its implementation.

The deans of the three
schools and the library will be
responsible for nominating the
four members of this new com-
mittee, according to the senate
members vote.

Mohamed Abou Zeid, senate
chair, said that the names of the
committee members will be
announced in the next senate
meeting.

Shereen El-Gazzar/ THE CARAVAN

AUCians selected five Student Judicial Board (SJB) members last
Thursday for the 2006-2007 academic year. Ten candidates were running in
the three-day elections that started Nov. 29, although candidate Mohamed
Safwat withdrew. The Office of Student Development gave candidates a
general knowledge exam and only those who passed were eligible to run.
For the first time, candidates were also required to sit for a second exam on
the AUC constitution to select the SJB chair according to the highest score.

For the results of the
SJB election,
visit our Web site:

caravan.aucegypt.edu
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Hawass announces clean-up of Egyptian Museum’s basement

BY SHEREEN EL GAZZAR
Caravan Reporter

The secretary-general of
Egypt’s Council of Antiquities,
which regulates the country’s
world-famous monuments,
vowed to clean up and organize

the overcrowded Egyptian
Museum basement within the
next year.

“The basement is awful; not
only does it not have a database,
but also if a piece is removed, it
is not recorded,” said Zahi
Hawass, who is also an Egyptian
archaeologist.

“Anyone can steal something
and the administration will not
know.”

Hawass made the remarks in
a lecture last Monday organized

by the university’s journalism
and mass communication depart-
ment.

The talk came after three
pieces were stolen this year from
the museum’s crowded basement.

According to news reports,
the two workers who allegedly
stole the pieces were part of the
team responsible for the base-
ment restoration. They were
arrested last October by the
tourism and antiquities police.

Hawass not only wants to
preserve the Egyptian treasures
currently in the country, but he is
also trying to get back Egyptian
artifacts in museums and collec-
tions abroad.

To do that, Hawass appealed
to UNESCO to return five price-
less artifacts in particular, includ-
ing the Rosetta Stone, which was

discovered during the French
occupation of Egypt in 1799.

The Rosetta Stone, whose
discovery allowed Egyptian
hieroglyphics to be translated for
the first time, is currently in the
British Museum in London.

He asked the countries not
willing to return the artifacts,
including England, Germany and
France, to at least loan them for
exhibition in Egypt.

He also emphasized that
Egyptian artifacts can no longer
be given as gifts to other coun-
tries.

In addition, Hawass objected
to concerts and events that take
place close to the pyramids.

“If they make me the presi-
dent of Egypt for one day, I will
bring bulldozers and remove Al
Haram Street in Giza, along with

all the people and the houses, to
protect the pyramids,” said
Hawass.

“I am against any perform-
ance in front of the pyramids,”
said Hawass, adding that the per-
formance may damage the
ancient treasures. “I was about to
resign.”

Hawass said that there are
few good Egyptian archeologists.
Out of 500 Egyptian archeolo-
gists, only three are good, he
added.

Archeology cannot be taken
as a normal job, you have to ded-
icate your life for it and seek a
higher degree in the field, he
said.

P (%

“To be an archeologist, it is
not enough to like or even love
your job, but you have to be pas-
sionate about it,” said Hawass.

Shereen El Gazzar / THE CARAVAN

DIGGING FOR TRUTH: Zahi Hawass, secretary-general of Egypt’s antiquities
council, vowed to organize the Egyptian Museum’s cluttered basement archive
during a lecture at AUC.

Photo provided by Amr Abou Bakr

GOOOOOAAAAAAAL: Mohamed Fathallah, the leading scorer during the ACT tournament, scored 23 goals and won a

Z-520 Sony-Ericsson mobile phone.

‘Awlad Chico’ team wins ACT soccer

tournament; club raises LE 4650

By MARIA VINCI
Caravan Editor

Among cheers, jeers and much
sweat, the first-time soccer tourna-
ment organized by the Anti-Cancer
Team (ACT) successfully ended
last Tuesday with the winning team
taking home six mobile phones
provided by Sony-Ericsson, one of
the official sponsors.

The grand champion was
“Awlad Chico” (the sons of
Chico).

The tournament lit up Main
campus’ soccer pitch for nine con-
secutive days and involved AUC
undergraduates as well as alumni.

ACT president, Mahmoud
Assem, was very pleased with the
outcome of the tournament and is
planning to hold an even bigger
one next semester. “This semes-
ter we were limited to 17 teams,

but hopefully by next semester
we will be able to have 32
teams,” he said.

Although acquiring publicity
was an essential part of the tourna-
ment, the ACT was nonetheless
able to raise LE 4650 for the
National Cancer Institute. The
amount includes the LE 3000
donated by Adidas, another official
sponsor, and the tournament fees
paid by each player.

All players, sporting t-shirts
provided by Adidas, eagerly bat-
tled for the top three spots and the
prices that went with it.

One team even sarcastically
named themselves “Mobilatna”
which literally translates into “our
mobiles,” because they were so
keen on winning the first price.
However, much to their disappoint-
ment, they went home as runner-
ups with LE 500 in their pockets.

ACT pro came third with LE
250, which they gave to the
National Cancer Institute donation,
according to Amr Abou Bakr, an
organizing member and a player
on the team.

The alumni were also very
pleased with the organization of
the tournament.

“Sponsors were brilliant,”
said Abdelsalam Abdelsalam,
who graduated in fall 2003,
adding that “they [the organizers]
were considerate with us being
alumni [and scheduled] the
games after work.”

The alumni team expressed
their enthusiasm about participat-
ing in future tournaments and
their desire for a basketball tour-
nament to be arranged as well.

“If there is a basketball tourna-
ment, I plan on winning it, not par-
ticipating in it,” said Abdelsalam.

Ranking | Team Name Players Prize
A Tomraz, Hassan Dada, Taha,
1 Awlad Chiko | Tino, MO, Marwan, Youssef Six J-210 Sony-Ericsson mobile phones
i Mortada, Wahby, Khedr,
2 Mobilatna AbouTaleb, Lebro, MMohsen 500 LE
M.Fathallah, A.AbouBakr,
Abdelhalim, Toldo, Sonni
3 ACT PRO 250 LE
Top Scorer Mohamed Fathallah (23 Goals) Z-520 Sony-Ericsson mobile phone

Table provided by Amr Abou Bakr

Citing rules

violation, OSD cancels

annual Psychology Club bake sale

By MONA ABDIN
Caravan Reporter

The Office of Student Development [OSD]
banned last Wednesday’s bakery sale organized by the
Psychology Club, saying it’s against university rules.

The Psychology Club organizes two bakery sales
every semester for charity.

“We bake food at home and sell it inside a
reserved booth, and the profit goes for [charity],” said
Heba El Asaad, psychology club member.

“The OSD told us [psychology club] that we were
not allowed to do the sale. They said we are not
allowed to make profit out of it, although the profits
go for donations,” said Shireen El Farnawany, vice
president of the psychology club.

“We had to implement this rule because the
United Enterprise contract [dictates] that students do
not sell food,” said Director of Student Organizations
Activties Aida Maged, adding that the rule also guar-
antees that there is no competition with food outlets
such as the Jameel Center Café and L’ Aroma.

But El Asaad said the club’s bakery booth does
not compete with other campus cafes because it is
done for charity.

Maged said the rule has existed for a long time.
But El Farnawany said the club has never heard of
this rule before and a bakery booth was organized ear-
lier this semester without any difficulties.

Maged added that the psychology club members
cannot guarantee that the food was safe for students.

Club members were disappointed with the deci-
sion. But Maged said the OSD proposed two options
to the club.

“[They could] either sell the food to the SU Caf¢,
or give away the food and if people want to donate,
they will,” said Maged.

Psychology club members refused both options,
saying they defeat the purpose of the bakery sale and
would result in a loss.

Bakery sales can still be conducted but only
through the SU Café and under student supervision.
This is to ensure that there are correct records for the
sold items and money, said Maged.

On The Wire

Assistance Mission for the next 12 months.

stamped.

1967.

“I'am not sure how
this the
Palestinian economy.”

“I heard about this yes-
terday on  CNN.
Palestinians are very

will  help
happy because they
consider this a kind of
freedom.”
-Dina Adel,
JRMC junior

-Mohamed Adel,
MENG senior

he Rafah Crossing, which opened on Nov. 26 on the

I border between the Palestinian Gaza Strip and Egypt,
will be monitored by the European Union (EU) Border

The EU will monitor the Rafah crossing to make sure that

the recently negotiated Agreed Principles for Rafah Crossing
are implemented and not violated by the Palestinian Authority.
Approximately 1,587 Palestinians have crossed the border
without the interference of the Israeli authorities since its
opening. The gates opened at noon on Nov. 26 as people
passed through metal detectors and had their passports

This is the first time the Palestinian Authority has con-
trolled its borders since Israel occupied the Gaza Strip in

The Caravan asked 100
students if they were
aware of the opening of
the Rafah Crossing
under Palestinian control

YES | NO
22% 1 78%

“l do not think this will
last for long; Israelis

“If this is true, it will be a
great achievement for
the Palestinian citizens.” will never allow the
Palestinians to have

any sense of freedom.”

-Ahmed Kamel,
BADM junior

-Yasmine Ahmed,
Art sophomore

Wanted: Caravan Editor-in-Chief

Applicants for Spring 2006 should submit the following to Caravan advisor
Janet Key at the JRMC department (SS 030):

- One-page resumé
- One page of ideas for the Caravan

- A writing sample

Deadline is 1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 5.
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Inside Scoop

By PAssaND EL HAMMAMI
Caravan Reporter

The fashion-conscious student body at AUC cannot
help but critique the wardrobes of their professors,
whom they see in the front of the classroom on a regu-
lar basis. Here are some of their comments:

Business senior Mohamed Nada said, “Business
professor Ibrahim Hegazy is very professionally
dressed. He wears classical suits and as a result of his
overall appeal, he is respected by students.”

Mohamed Hassan, an economics freshman, said
“Philosophy professor Abraham Anderson always
wears a safari hat which I find very cool and unique”.

Hussein Bakry,

Business senior Deana Shaaban said, “Business
professor Maha El Shinawy dresses the way she
wants to. Everything she wears matches perfectly.”

Nesma Mohamed, a political science senior,
said, “You can tell from the way political science
professor Manar Al-Shorbagy is dressed that she is
a political science professor and her clothes imply
seriousness, formality and diplomacy.”

Hasnaa Gemeli, a business senior said, “The
way business professor Maged Abaza dresses is
very trendy and this is obvious through his use
of colors. When he dresses casually, he uses
pastel colors. And when he wants to give a formal impression, he

uses solid, dark colors.”

an accounting
“Professor Dina Rateb has a professional sense of
style that can be intimidating, but after you get to
know her, [you discover that] she is friendly.”

senior, said,

Professing a
dress code
of their own

Professor Mona Zaki, business
Passand El Hammami / THE CARAVAN

Survey Says!

MESC publishes list of best Middle East Studies books

The AUC Middle East Studies
Center (MESC) in Cairo recently
published a list of the most highly
regarded Middle East studies
books. The students of MESC,
with the help of center director

The Top 21 Books on Middle

1. Orientalism
Edward Said, 1978

2. The Old Social Classes and
the Revolutionary Movements
of Iraq

Hanna Batatu, 1978

3. Arabic Thought in the Liberal
Age
Albert Hourani, 1962

4. A History of the Arab Peoples
Albert Hourani, 1991

5. The Venture of Islam
Marshall Hodgson, 1975

6. Colonising Egypt
Timothy Mitchell, 1988

7. The Mantle of the Prophet
Roy Mottahedeh, 1986

8. Contending Visions of the
Middle East
Zachary Lockman, 2004

Bahgat Korany, surveyed 52
prominent Middle East studies
professors about which books in
the field were the “most interest-
ing, informative, and readable.”
Edward Said’s Orientalism was

9. Women and Gender in Islam
Leila Ahmed, 1992

10. The Emergence of Modern
Turkey
Bernard Lewis, 1961

11. Over-stating the Arab State:
Politics and Society in the Middle
East

Nazih Ayubi, 1995

12. A Political Economy of the
Middle East

Alan  Richards &
Waterbury,1990

John

13. A History of Islamic Societies
Ira Lapidus, 1988

14. Rule of Experts:
Techno-Politics, Modernity
Timothy Mitchell, 2002

Egypt,

15. Ambiguities of Domination:
Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in
Contemporary Syria

Lisa Wedeen, 1999

the most highly recommended
book. The full details of the sur-
vey can be found in the November
MESC newsletter, available at the
MESC office across from the
AUC clinic.

East Studies

16. The Mugaddimah
Ibn Khaldun, 1377
transl.)

(Rosenthal

17. A Peace to End All Peace
David Fromkin, 1989

18. Armed Struggle & the Search
for State
Yezid Sayigh, 1997

19. State, Power and Politics in the
Making of the Modern Middle
East

Roger Owen, 1992

20. Society of the Muslim Brothers
Richard Mitchell, 1969

21. Arab Politics: The Search for
Legitimacy
Michael Hudson, 1977

Beyman department

store shows a classy,

luxurious collection

By HASSAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

You cannot help but leave the
pollution, noise and dirt behind
the minute you enter the luxuri-
ous Beyman department store at
the Four Seasons Hotel in Garden
City. The store is breathtaking,
with pristine marble floors and
rows of clothing and accessories
that represent any fashion lover’s
perfect world.

The Turkish department
store, which is based in Istanbul,
opened in Egypt on Nov. 14.

Beyman definitely caters to
the needs of those with exquisite
taste.

The upscale department store
offers everything from causal
chic to formal attire. But the
clientele are not going to be your
average Egyptians, and this is
very apparent from the moment
you look at any price tag in the
store.

The department store con-
sists of some of the world’s most
famous designers, such as
Iceberg, Prada, Miu Miu, Armani
and Moschino.

At the same time, the luxury
that is felt everywhere in the

store is comfortable rather than
excessive, with marble floors and
small spotlights softly lighting
the merchandise.

You will be overwhelmed
and blissfully excited walking
and looking through what seems
to be endless clothes, accessories
and products. What makes this
store special is that the staff are
helpful without being overbear-
ing and the place is large and well
lit. You do not feel as if anyone
else is shopping; instead, you feel
isolated in a little world of
designer bliss.

There is also a small café in
the middle of the store, which is a
combination of couches and
lounge chairs decorated in a very
art deco fashion with a twist of
the oriental. It offers coffee and
the most delicious desserts imag-
inable, the perfect end to any
designer excursion.

Beyman makes you feel as if
nothing bad can happen to you.
Even if you are going to just look
around, it will be the most fun
you have had in awhile.

The Four Seasons Nile Plaza
1089 Corniche El Nil, Garden
City

For AUC community,

sex is a taboo topic

By Fouap HAMMOUD
Caravan Reporter

AUC recently showcased the
banned movie Five Pound Note,
which focused on the controversial
topic of sexual frustration, but many
AUC students and professors say
they are still uncomfortable dis-
cussing sex.

Some students do not under-
stand why professors shy away
from talking about sex, especially
when they are teaching courses that
include topics related to it.

“Teachers respond in a very
practical way—as if [their discus-
sion is] from the textbook,” said
Shahd Allam, a mass communica-
tion sophomore.

“It is human nature. We are
bound to talk about it anyway,” said
Ola Abul-Eyoun, a political science
junior.

But professors said that they do
not discuss sex in class because they
fear that students may not be at
ease.

“Students might get offended,
but they will not necessarily show
that they are because they are trying
to be cool,” said Sherine Moody, a
mass communication professor.

“Even though we [AUC] are
an open community and very open
minded, we are in Egypt [and]
because it is an Islamic society, we
don not discuss it,” Moody said.

“The culture does not accept
something like [talking about sex],”
said Sherine Ramzy, a psychology
professor.

Sami Omar, an anthropology
professor, said that he is one of the
few AUC professors who discuss
sex in a scientific way. But he
chooses not to discuss homosexual-
ity “as a matter of principle.”

The topic’s sensitivity plays a
crucial role in what is discussed, say
some faculty members. Some pro-
fessors choose to give only the exact

required information, leaving no
space for discussion or elaboration.

Ramzy said that professors
should keep the information they
teach within what the book says and
not drift away from that.

“As long as it explains some-
thing really important, I am OK
with it. But if they are talking about
it just for the sake of it, then no,”
said Yasmine Raslan, a business
Senior.

Heba Kotb, a psychology pro-
fessor, said there is nothing wrong
with discussing sex, and “it may be
worse if we do not talk about it.”

Kotb said that ignoring sex top-
ics may create a problem where stu-
dents start thinking it is a taboo and
avoid it. If they are ignorant about it,
it becomes a joking matter, she
added.

Students may giggle and joke
when sex comes up in class because
they may not have enough knowl-
edge about sex or human sexuality
to take it seriously, Kotb said.

According  to  Matthew
Whoolery, a psychology professor,
the lack of sexual background that
students have is surprising, but he
sees that students want to learn
more on the topic.

Whoolery understands that pro-
fessors may feel uncomfortable
because they are “not sure what to
say or where to begin. We [AUC]
should be straightforward and we
do not need to be embarrassed about
it.”

But Whoolery said that he is
not afraid to openly discuss sex and
believes that AUC should help its
students learn more about sex
because they will learn about it any-
way.

“If we do not teach it respect-
fully, where are they (the students)
going to get it? They are going to
learn it somewhere, so why not pro-
vide them with an opportunity to
learn?” said Whoolery.

Q& A

QUESTION:
Which artist would

you like to see
perform in Egypt?

“Cat Stevens (Youssef

Islam) because | can’t

see him in the [United

States] because my

government won't let
him in.”

-Suffia Fernner,

POLS senior

“Red Hot Chilli
Peppers.”

-Hussein el Sharnouby,
MENG senior

“Dave Matthews Band,
they’re very talented.”

-George Dzuricsko,
POLS senior

“Cranberries.”

-Yousra El Lozy,
POLS junior

£
“Usher because he is a
great performer.”
-Dalia Refaat,
BAMD graduating
senior
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TheVoice

On Dec. 7 the Caravan will hold its semi-annual election for edi-
tor-in-chief. Currently, only one person has expressed interest in run-
ning for the position, despite a flyering campaign to attract more stu-
dents from the AUC community.

Qualified and experienced as that sole candidate may be, we wish
that the candidate was not the only person seeking this position.
Competition is healthy for any organization. It pushes people to not
only work hard, but to be the best. The experience of running for a
position, even if one expects to lose, is extremely valuable.

A university newspaper—specifically its paper of record—is one
of the cornerstones of any college campus. It documents the past,
informs the present and shapes the future. Years from now, people may
look back upon its work for reasons of nostalgia or inquiry.

In a country such as Egypt, where freedoms are curtailed and
information is censored, the newspaper can serve as a bastion of
democracy. Through investigative reporting, compelling commentary
and critical editorials, the newspaper can engage the student body in an
intellectual, informed debate that is often hard to find on the streets of
Cairo. This only works, however, if enough people participate in the
process.

More members of this student body should take an interest in what
this paper has to offer. You do not need to be journalism major, or even
in the two Caravan classes, to contribute to our efforts. A freelancer is
just as valuable as a staff reporter. All one needs to have is a curious
mind and a dedicated heart.

- CARAVAN STAFF
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.
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Would you care to die silently? Please ...

In the Arabic story (Nov. 13) on Kofi Annan’s speech at AUC, the
Secretary General of the UN said the actions of those who chose armed
resistance in Iraq cannot be justified with its deliberate targeting of people
that are not directly connected to the occupation. Violence should not be
met with counter violence, and that it should be replaced by tolerance and
mutual respect, he said.

These statements strike me as a terrible generalization, since few of the
actions of armed resistance target civilians, and it has not been proven that
civilian casualties could be directly related to the Iraqi resistance. And even
if a few were, this does not mean that we undermine the legitimacy of
armed resistance for the sake of a few incidents. It is true that civilian and
humanitarian organizations like the UN or the Red Cross should never be
targeted and whoever has done so, committed a terrible act. But all this
does not justify the terrible generalization that many, including Kofi
Annan, make.

The generalization lies in intentionally confusing the acts of rightful
resistance with terrorism. I believe this is a scheme the US media is delib-
erately using to justify an illegitimate occupation in the Iraqi lands. I real-
ly wonder what has the UN or Kofi Annan done to the Iraqis “before” or
after the war so as to patronizingly impose on them the way they should
fight back. I wonder who should make this choice in the face of bombing
airplanes, guerilla attacks, or banned napalm weapons that melt your skin.

Kofi Annan’s message is blurred and weakly supported, if we go back
to our history books and use a little statistics. The French Resistance dur-
ing World War II fought back with a heavy armed resistance, and has had
the following code of “execution of traitors and agents of the Gestapo”.
The Americans’ fight for independence was not in any way unarmed, and
neither were the Algerians nor the Egyptians.

Would you call this terrorism? If Ghandi’s, unarguably honorable and
worthy of respect, example in the face of the already decaying British
occupation to India is all we have to suggest to the Iraqi’s, then we are not
making a fair argument. I regret the loss of someone like Younes, but I also
regret using her memorial to send the same patronizing message of “we
occupied your lands, burned your homes, and killed your families; But
please... be civil!”

-Yomna Mostafa
Computer science alumna, 2005

Does anyone see street kids?

The other day I witnessed a shocking scene outside the Greek cam-
pus. Just yards away from a parked shuttle bus shifting the rich to the
dorms, a little boy, not more than 10 years old, was fouling openly on the
pavement. It was not the fouling itself that proved most shocking, but
rather the way he was going about it - crouched down like an animal.
After he had finished his business he got up and walked away, leaving
the mess behind, perhaps in the hope that the AUCians who queue up
there every day will be so revolted that a complaint will be lodged to
AUC’s higher authorities, and a proper home with a real toilet will be
offered to him—although I somehow doubt it.

This is why the media is so important. They rally the masses, stir up
emotions and basically wake us up. The truth is as plain as the sky is
blue. Egypt is disgracefully neglecting the plight of homeless children.
How can we continue to go on sleeping in our warm beds at night while
knowing that some poor child is lying on a lonely pavement in Cairo’s
cruel desert-like winter? Have we become too desensitized to the image
of a young defenseless boy covered in filth that it does not bother our
consciences anymore? Is it possible to become desensitized to that?

Ironically, the media throughout history has launched wide-scale
campaigns to do just that—desensitize us. Today the media has desensi-
tized us to the images of near-naked women. So, since the media can act
as a powerful tool for desensitization, logically it should be able to do the
exact opposite and sensitize Egypt as a whole to the disgraceful scenes
we witness every day in our name on the streets of this historic country.
The media should make homeless children front page news, top billing
on newscasts and prominent on billboards. Whenever we switch on the
television or radio, the plight of homeless children should be there in our
faces. Wherever we turn, the plight of homeless children should be in our
faces. Then, and only then, will we wake up and tackle this issue head-
on.

No doubt about it, President Hosni Mubarak could do without one of
the many mansions/villas he has scattered around Egypt, and the money
from that could house these street kids. The media have shown in the past
that when they want to convey a message to the people, they manage to
do so. When Tour de France legend Lance Armstrong launched a cam-
paign to donate money for cancer research, the media played a pivotal
role and it raised incredible amounts of money. Where is such passion
from the media towards the plight of homeless children in Egypt? I have
not seen, read or heard anything in the media about it. Again, if the
images of homeless children appall us so much that journalists cannot
bring themselves to even mention it, that is exactly why it should be
mentioned. If it is so terrible, we should stamp it out immediately to save
ourselves from this so-called “dilemma.”

Dealing with it is always better than sweeping it under the carpet. If
the media is worried about offending people, then perhaps they should
change the definition of media from “information/news” to “ignorance is
bliss.” If the truth is tasteless, do we ignore it? Or do we highlight it so
that something can be done to improve things? YES, the media’s target
audience have roofs over their heads, and so they have an agenda which
dictates that they appeal to the “haves” and not to the “have nots.” NO,
that does not mean that the media is justified in ignoring such issues
because their target audience will be “disturbed” by the content. It is
unethical to ignore the very real pain of homeless children in order to
avoid the perceived “pain” of the audience.

-Khalid El-Farra
JRMC senior

Shareen Says

SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN
Features Editor

Marriage is  overrated.
Seriously, what is going on? Every
where, left and right, I see people
my age, give or take a few years,
walking around flashing that little
circle of commitment on their right
or left ring finger.

Why does everyone want to
get married at such a young age?
Do you know how long marriage
is supposed to last? Why don’t
people want to experience a few
years of celibacy, to travel, meet
people, and start a career?

So many people I have
engaged in this debate have this fantasized concept of tying the knot. Don’t
get me wrong, I believe that with enough hard work and dedication that fan-
tasy can be achieved. But, the problem is that people, more specifically
women, are so in love with their fairy tale image of what marriage should
be, that they mistake the first man in front of them as their knight in shin-
ing armor, when he is clearly as poisonous as Snow White’s red apple.

Maybe, just maybe commitment is not the answer for right now.With
all the pressure that society forces on women, they become disillusioned
with the illusion that you can easily fall in love and spend the rest of your
life with a man that you barely know. A man who does not know how to
make you laugh, or even worse, a man who will not laugh at your own
jokes, a man who you do not feel comfortable talking to or just imagine, a
man who does not even try to understand you.

I believe that the institution of marriage should be practiced when one
is in their fruitful and tasteful mid to late twenties. You know, the age when
you have reached a level of emotional stability, a level of maturity, and a
level where you can take care of yourself, another person and a family.

I think that the reason many people are unhappily married is because
they never had a chance to be happy with themselves. They never had a
chance to learn about who they truly are. You cannot live with and be in
love someone until you can live and be in love with yourself. So take this
chance and learn who you truly are and what you truly want, even if it
means telling society that you are not going to conform. And trust me, the
right person will come. Stop forcing it.

Happy Hour

Taking a trip down responsibility lane

YASMEEN EL MALLAH
English News Editor

We take a lot of things that we
do in life for granted—the fact that
our parents support us, that we do
not need to worry about buying
our groceries and making sure that
the electricity and phone bills have
been paid for. But it is the smallest
things that we really do not pay
attention to and do not value as
much as we should—Ilike health.

A lot of things go wrong and
our entire cycle of life gets disrupt-
ed so easily by simply not taking
our vitamins, eating enough fruit
or making sure we get plenty of
rest. Our university is not a difficult one when it comes to courses, but if
you guys are anything like me, you procrastinate and leave everything to
the last minute, cramming for an exam the night before. It is human nature.
Why work ahead when we can relax and have a good time now and worry
about it later, right?

1 did this exact same thing, and the outcome came out a lot worse than
I had expected. Thinking I had the typical cold and not wanting to go to a
proper doctor, I took the easy way out and prescribed myself Panadol Cold
and Flu. My health deteriorated, and before you knew it, I had an extreme-
ly high fever, a whopping cough and my voice sounded something like
Marlon Brando’s in The Godfather. Not attractive at all.

Still resisting help and not admitting that I needed to have somebody
check out what I did have, I called the pharmacist explaining what I had,
thinking that he would know just by talking to me over the phone.

To make a long story short, it took me almost 10 days to realize that I
had gone wrong, and that my list of responsibilities were not correctly in
place. Because of my negligence and thinking that I am on top of things,
my flu got the best of me and ended up with a visit to the doctor at the hos-
pital who gave me a medical note that said I was not allowed out of bed for
aminimum of a week with seven different kinds of prescription medication.

Before asking where my parents were this entire time, I have to tell you
that they do not live in this country and to make matters even worse, I am
supposed to be responsible for my brother as well. Responsibility does not
have an age where you are supposed to start and end. But it also is not
something that you can feel like taking on this week and next week decide
you are sick and tired of it and take a break. It is an ongoing process just
like that cycle. Once you break it, the system goes down.

I have decided to share this with all of you to let you know that respon-
sibility is something as simple as taking your medicine at the right time or
something even simpler such as showing up on time. It is these little things
that make the difference later on and get you ready for the real world.
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ACROSS DOWN

4 Teamed up with George Michael for theis
cover of a classic Stevie Wonder song
4,95

5 Julia Robects starred in their latest video
(.4.2.4)

8 One of the most beautiful beach zpot=.
think of what you collect on the beach
10y

9 Leading comedian actor most recently
seen in the Alm Wedding Crashers (5,6)

13 Nominated for an Academy foward in
1998 for Horse Whisperer 8,%)

18 Shehaza hups srmale and iz wilhng to taks
it the whole nine yards (6,4

20 MNever -ending scap cpera whose
characters Ridge and Caroline still look
surpnisingly young (3,4,3,3,9)

21 Camecon Diaz and Sh::lc’_\' WecLaine's ficst
movie :-:lg:rl‘:e;' I:'.‘;",}_,S:»

22 Youngest award winning tennis player
who decided o gt back into the pame
next year (7,6)

23 Started his career swumming with
delphins and lately has been fighting
elwes in the forest (6.4)

24 MNEA player who recently got traded from
the Chicage Bulls to the New York
Eonicks (4.,5)

1 Boutish singes whe thinks you'ce beautiful
3.5)

2 Comic stop with a famous philozopher as
itz namne (6,3,6)

3 Texan star now dating Tom Couise's ex
gislfiend (7,11)

6 They waill ‘make you work, work, make
yeu work," yeur humps $.4.4)

7 Singz the track 'Lowin’' you' in the film
Badget Jones' Dhary 2 (6,E)

10 r:l:-I‘I‘LFH.J':l:I game= where :l:.‘tl'..*!.g, l:catmg
people up and dodging cops is your main
abjective

11 Hiz Rest leading role was in indie Rlm
Donnie Darka (4,%

12 This 67-year-old singer had his 6th child
with fiance Penny Lancaster (3,7)

14 Swuck by her leading man, even though
he :ll:F-: anth the nanny -:(\_6]

15 C.5. Lewis's fantasy nowvel tumned film dus
out acound Chnstrmas (10,2,6)

16 Eztee Lauder spokesperzon for the past
ten years (9,6)

17 Tucned dewn her acceptance to
Celumbia University to pursue a caczerin
singing (6,4)

18 Lead singer and lynicist of The Docts
3.8)
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Al Buhayrah Damietta
Alexandria El Minya
Al Fayyum Giza
Aswan Hurghada
Asyut Kafi- ash Shaylch
Banha Luxor
Bani Suwayf Matiuh
Cairo Menoufiva
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Port Said
Qalyubia
Qina
Shubra
Sivwa
Suez
Suhag

Tanta

Solutions to the word search and crossword puzzle are posted on the Caravan website.
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