Volume 86, Issue 10

NEWS | 2

The best ways to enjoy your Turkey Day

THE STUDENT-PRODUCED NEWSPAPER OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO

caravan.aucegypt.edu

Sunday, Nov. 20, 2005

Once again, students show apathy

toward parliamentary elections

By OMNEYA OSMAN
Caravan Reporter

The AUC campuses were
quiet during the first stage of the
Egyptian parliamentary elections,
on Wednesday, Nov. 9 and their
repeat Tuesday, Nov. 15.

Although these elections were
important steps in the political
democratization of Egypt, AUC
students showed apathy towards
both events, a pattern similar to
their lack of responses to Egypt’s
first multi-candidate presidential
elections last September.

These elections are significant
because any party that wins 23 seats
in parliament can nominate a presi-
dential candidate in the 2011 elec-
tions.

In the first multi-candidate
presidential elections in September,
the ruling National Democratic
Party (NDP), which currently con-

trols parliament, also controlled
who could run as a candidate.

Throughout the week, the
streets of Cairo and Giza were
filled with banners for candidates
from different parties, including
the NDP, the Muslim Brotherhood
and the United National Front for
Change (UNFC). But students
showed little awareness of the
candidates or of the procedures for
voting.

“The problems I faced were
that I did not have enough informa-
tion about the candidates running in
my area and I had no clue of the
procedures to vote,” said Yasmine
Zakareya, an electronics engineer-
ing sophomore.

Several opposition parties are
running for seats in the parliament
against the ruling NDP, including
the liberal Wafd, Tagammu and
Nasserist parties.

These parties are among 11

other parties which have formed the
coalition, UNFC.

Al Ghad party, headed by
Ayman Nour and the Muslim
Brotherhood are running outside
the UNFC coalition.

The parliament includes 454
seats, 10 of which must be appoint-
ed by President Hosni Mubarak.

Zakareya said that the Egyptian
parliamentary elections are worth-
less because the NDP will always
hold the majority of seats in the
People’s Assembly. However, she
wanted to support the opposition.

During the presidential elec-
tions, brochures circulated around
AUC, explaining the requirements
for getting a voting card and the
voting procedures.

However, this did not happen
in the current elections.

“AUCians are living in an
ivory tower and they are the off-
spring of the Egyptian elite,” said

Yehia Alaa, a construction engi-
neering junior, adding that sooner
or later AUCians will join the “gov-
ernmental wave of pseudo-democ-
racy,” but to secure their positions
within “a society that exhibits a
deteriorating bourgeois [middle
class].”

For those who did attempt to
vote, there were barriers preventing
them.

“I went to the nearest police
station to my house but was sent
back and forth to three stations,”
said Karim Helmy, an undeclared
freshman, who tried to get a voting
card for the current parliamentary
elections. “In the end they told me
I could only get a [voting card]
after these elections and use it for
the next elections.”

The second and third stages of
the parliamentary elections will
begin on Nov. 20 and end on Dec.
9.
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Ziyad Omar, a mechanical engineering freshman, attempts to block a shot by a member of the Police Academy team at a basketball
game last Wednesday. Though the teams only played half a game, the Police Academy defeated AUC by a score of 24 to 16.

El Beit Beitak host discusses conflict with previous employer

By DiNa EL OrABY
Caravan Reporter

Nirvana Edrees, the ex-co-
host of Al Qahira Al Youm (Cairo
Today), spilled the beans Monday
about the tension-filled conflict
between her and Orbit Satellite
and Radio Network at mass com-
munication professor Rasha
Allam’s introductory mass-media
writing classes (JRMC 201 and
202).

“I got a letter from the man-
agement informing me that I
should take an open vacation and
stay at home,” said Edrees. “They
were negotiating with me to
resign, so that they would not be
forced to fire me, which would

affect their image negatively.”

But Edrees did not heed their
requests and finally they fired her,
she said.

It was not long, however,
before she was hired by Egyptian
satellite television’s Channel 2 to
co-host the show’s rival, El Beit
Beitak (This house is yours).

According to the Adham
Center for Television Journalism,
Al Qahira Al Youm, which Edrees
hosted for seven years with Amr
Adeeb, was the first talk show in
the region. The show is famous for
the controversial issues it address-
es, from sexual harassment to the
presidential elections.

But its streak of success seems
to have come to a halt, Edrees

believes, when disagreements
between her and Adeeb were mag-
nified in a program hosting Ayman
Nour, head of the Al Ghad party and
Egyptian President Hosni Mub-
arak’s rival in the recent presidential
elections.

Edrees, who was alleged to be
pro-Mubarak, explained the inci-
dent, saying, “Nour was offending
the president, and I could not allow
that to happen on the show.”

The station claimed that she
was too biased in her defense of the
National Democratic Party, Edrees
said, but she said Nour was not her
only problem.

Edrees said Adeeb was being
“unprofessional” and was ‘“con-
stantly judging [her] questions to

Nour,” on the air.

Several attempts to reach
Adeeb for comment were unsuc-
cessful.

Edrees disagreed wih the
charges of bias. To her, she was
not being biased, she was being
herself.

“I was taught by the best peo-
ple, and I learned from them that
you have to be yourself to reach
the audience,” she said.

After graduating from the
Mass Communication Faculty at
Cairo University in 1988, Edrees
moved to Kuwait, where she
worked at Kuwaiti T.V. until 1998,
when she was hired by Orbit due
to the popularity of her show in
Kuwait.

Foreign Trade Minister

encourages student leaders

a9
«Leadership Development

By YASMEEN EL MALLAH
Caravan Editor

“I believe each one of you can
be a leader,” said Egypt’s Minister
of Foreign Trade and Industry
Rashid Mohamed Rashid in the first
of a series of lectures organized by
the Youth Alliance for Leadership
and Development in Africa
(YALDA) last Tuesday.

“When somebody asks me if
leaders are born or created, I say,
leaders are born to be created,” said
Rashid, who has held his ministry
position since June 2004.

Rashid was previously presi-
dent of Unilever North Africa,
Middle East and Turkey, as well as
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ROLE MODEL: Egypt’s Minister of Foreign Trade and Industry Rashid Mohamed
Rashid, left, discussed qualities of good leadership with Youth Alliance for
Leadership and Development in Africa (YALDA) last Tuesday.

the former director of HSBC bank.

Rashid discussed the necessary
characteristics of a leader, saying
that leaders need to have a vision
and be able to motivate others to
move forward and excel in what
they do.

“We need leaders who are
human,” he said, adding that they
should be humble and want to give
people their all when working with
them.

Rashid concluded his lecture
by saying, “Leaders can make the
impossible possible and the unsink-
able achievable.”

The lecture series is YALDA’s
first event since its creation last
June.

AUC’s ‘Redwood Curtain’ shows

the search for identity and roots

By HASSAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

As the stage slowly fills with
dim light, suddenly you hear a dog
barking and a haggard man in a torn
jacket screaming to end the barking.
The beginning of “Redwood
Curtain,” directed by Lars Tatom,
assistant  professor in  the
Performing and Visual Arts depart-
ment, sets the mood for a play that
tackles everything from genius to
parenting.

The play is set in the prairie
states of the United States with a
very minimalist feel. There are only
three characters on stage throughout
the entire play, putting on an ener-
getic performance.

The play, written by the
American playwright Lanford
Wilson, protrays the trials and tribu-
lations of youth in the United States
set in the present time, where the
protagonist Geri, played by Reem
Badawy, a mass communication
sophomore, plays a Vietnamese
orphan adopted by a rich family and
in search of her biological father.

The play unfolds, with Geri
stumbling into the woods finding
Lyman Fellers, played by Drew
Sutherland, a visiting professor
from California State University of
Stanislaus, who came specifically
to perform in the play.

The final character is Geneva,
Geri’s aunt, played by Amina

Khalil, a theater freshman.

As the play continues, the char-
acters further unfold, revealing a
modern perspective of society that
deals with a multitude of ideas such
as Geri’s genius, her talent in play-
ing the piano, her upbringing as an
adopted child, her search for her
father and finally the formation of
her own identity.

Soul searching and discovery
of roots is one of the most important
themes of the play.

“It was so much fun, and
[working in the play] was not as
easy as I thought it would be,” said
Badawy.

Tatom, ill and in the hospital,
was not available for comment.

Although Badawy and Khalil
have been rehearsing for the past
two months, they only had two
weeks of rehearsing with
Sutherland, which according to
Badawy, was done purposely by
director Tatom “to retain a sense
of awkwardness between the
characters.”

Sutherland decided to come to
AUC after his “friend of 20 years,
Lars Tatom, told [him] so much
about working here and the stu-
dents. So [he] decided to come
down and see it [himself].”

He also seemed impressed with
the spirit of the students and the the-
ater department here at AUC. “[Ive
had] all kinds of experiences here
and have had a really good time.”
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ALUMNI ART: In a recent Falaki exhibit, AUC invited two alumni artists to display various pieces of their work.

exhibit displays diverse talents, experiences of alumni

By HopA HEGAZY
Caravan Reporter

Malak Helmy’s vibrant installations of life-size
human photographs complimented Tarek El Shazly’s
light sensors when they were highlighted in an
exclusive art alumni showcase currently on view at
the Falaki Gallery.

“I am actually stunned by the effects and the
great combination between the light sensors and the
big-sized photographs,” said Nahla Assem, a busi-
ness administration sophomore.

The alumni art exhibition was organized by the
Performing and Visual Arts department (PVA) and
began on Nov. 13.

“When I came back from Bangladesh, I found
them [PVA] approaching me and Tarek about doing
an alumni show right here,” Helmy said.

Instead of presenting separate art pieces with dif-
ferent themes, Helmy and EI Shazly decided to come
up with a unified concept for their art exhibition.

“We agreed on doing something [for the] envi-
ronment in an interactive exhibition,” said El Shazly.

The exhibition’s idea originated from Helmy’s
experience while she was in Bangladesh.

She was inspired by the “bright colors and
movie posters on [Bangladesh] transportation,” she
said.

Helmy displayed the photographs on wooden
boards mixed with several types of paint to give

them a fluorescent effect. But there is also some-
thing disconcerting and real in the photographs.

“Instead of you looking at the paintings, this
time the paintings are looking at you and so, the
viewers are the ones being observed,” she said.

El Shazly’s light sensors gave the gallery extra
warmth.

“I came up with the idea of the reactive space
and the role of the viewer within that space,” El
Shazly said.

His work was an elaborate use of lights and sen-
sors. The sensors cause lights to turn on and off as
viewers walk in front of them.

The light sensors evoke emotions by transmit-
ting signals through electric circuits that are project-
ed as light, “so they [light sensors] are bulbs that
react to the sensors,” he said.

“The signals could then be translated into any
kind of sound and light,” El Shazly said.

El Shazly’s goal is to grasp people’s emotions,
senses and their movement in the gallery as they
look at Helmy’s pieces.

Helmy’s has also had another exhibition in
Bangladesh, which included photographs of herself
in several poses. This idea was inspired by Egyptian
and Bangladeshi movie actresses, including the
Egyptian actress Nadia El Guindy.

Readers share their favorite ‘crazy

On The Wire

authors’ at literature club event

By PAssaND EL HAMMAMI
Caravan Reporter

Literature-crazy students shared twisted but intel-
lectual readings by their favorite “crazy” authors last
Tuesday at ‘Asylum,” an event hosted by the
Literature Club.

Reading from ‘Diary of a Mad Man’ by Luhsu, a
club member, Heba El-Asaad said, “It is a highly
influential piece of writing and unbelievably enter-
taining to read. There is a lot of power in the simplic-
ity of his words and the complexity of his mind.”

David Sweet, assistant professor of the depart-
ment of English and comparative literature, gave a
powerful and intense presentation reading parts of
Antoine Artaud’s anthology.

“His theories on theater relate to collective mad-
ness where [his work] was a personal problem and an

aesthetic project,” said Sweet.

Sophia Al-Marra, president of the club, read from
H. P. Lovecraft, one of her favorite writers.

“I liked the atmosphere [of the event] and the
music that was being played [in the background]
gave it a feel to it,” said Mary Saydein, a psycholo-
gy senior.

The club’s events are based on themes, where stu-
dent and faculty members choose the books they find
inspiring to them personally.

The club is unique in that its members enjoy read-
ing literature that is valuable, yet not readily recog-
nized in this culture, and work hard to encourage arts
and inspire others through literature.

“We encourage anyone who is interested in art,
performance, or literature,” to join this specific club,
said Andy El-Zayaty, an English literature senior and
a member of the club for the past two years.

hree fatal blasts shook downtown Amman, Jordan,
I as suicide bombs exploded nearly simultaneously
at three hotels on the night of Nov. 9. Sixty-seven
people were killed and more than 150 people were injured
when bombers targeted three hotels. The first bomb went
off at the Radisson Hotel, where a wedding was taking
place, the second at the Grand Hyatt Amman Hotel and
the third at the Days Inn, all between the hours of 9 and
10 p.m.

Responsibility for the attacks has been claimed by Al
Qaeda, who claim they were following the Shiite sect of
Islam. The statement issued by Al Qaeda stated that
American, Israeli and European intelligence usually work
at the hotels targeted.

King Abdullah II strongly condemned the attacks and
those responsible, promising that justice would be served.
“There is tremendous outrage by the Jordanian public that
these people have targeted, just innocent people,” he told
CNN.

The Caravan asked 100

AUC students
if they were aware
of the bombings in

Jordan that took place

on November 9.

YES NO

/7%

33%

Conference stresses communication skills

By MoNA ABDIN
Caravan Reporter

Professors often forget that
communication is the fiber that
connects knowledge to learning,
said keynote speaker Chris Anson,
professor of English and director of
the Campus Writing and Speaking
Program at North Carolina State
University, at an international sym-
posium at AUC on Nov. 11-12.

On the other hand, students still
need guidance in order to enhance
their learning, writing and speaking
in all disciplines, he said.

The conference, “On the Road
to Sustainable Excellence: Comm-
unicating Across the Curriculum,”
hosted representatives and lecturers
from 19 countries in “a forum to
discuss ways in which communica-

tion skills are used to enhance the
learning process,” according to its
Web site.

“We hope, through interdisci-
plinary dialogue and sharing of
teaching/learning experiences, to
foster a learning community where
passion for knowledge is inspired,
rhetorical skill promoted and civic
responsibility instilled. Learning
excellence, in all disciplines, can be
cultivated and sustained,” it said

To achieve “excellence,”
Anson emphasized certain commu-
nication techniques. “Lectures,
reading and socially-interactive
classes challenge beliefs, and using
abstract information does succeed
in challenging students’ thoughts,”
he said.

In history courses, for example,
he suggested that students could

write imaginary letters to a person
at war, and look in books for “foot-
notes that include images of expla-
nation that make students get a full-
sided picture of the situation.”

“There should be contact
between different courses and disci-
plines. Students work very hard
during English Language Institute
courses, but when they go to other
courses, they say that they are not
improving in English throughout
their academic years,” said Mohga
Hafez, coordinator of English 100.

But the communication
process is not easy and will
require a lot of work. “Time con-
straint is a very serious obstacle
in achieving this communication.
It requires a lot of effort and
rewards will slowly build up,”
Anson said.

In the article “Annan remembers UN’s Nadia Younes,” (Nov. 13) it was incorrectly reported that
Younes was the “only Egyptian who held a senior position in the UN at the time of her death.” In fact, there
were other Egyptians in senior positions at the time, but Younes was the most senior among them. We apol-

ogize for the error.

Forgot what to wear this winter?

Visit our archives:

caravan.aucegypt.edu

“It is awful, killing | “| am definitely

“| totally disapprove of “[These are] inhumane

people at a wedding.
The people who did
this should be tried or
killed.”

-Ahmed Montassir,
JRMC graduate student

unhappy. It's going to
affect
region.”

the  whole

Islam.”

-Youssef Atwas,
POLS senior

these bombings as they
have nothing to do with

-Ismail Sadek,
BADM senior

and horrible acts of
violence and aggres-
sion.”

-Sara Basyouny,
JRMC senior

ACT plans to host celebrity auction

with Breast Cancer Foundation

By AMIRA GEMEI
Caravan Reporter

For the first time, the Anti-
Cancer Team (ACT) and the Breast
Cancer Foundation in Egypt
(BCFE) have teamed up to organ-
ize an auction of celebrity-donated
items that is scheduled for early
next year.

Although the two organiza-
tions have previously worked
together, the projects were on a
much smaller scale and were done
on a volunteer basis, such as when
the BCFE needed ACT members to
collect donations in their booth dur-
ing Ramadan at the Al Gezira
Sporting Club.

The auction is an event where
Egyptian celebrities, ranging from
soccer players and actors to busi-

nessmen, will donate personal
clothing or furniture to be sold,
with all profits going to ACT and
BCFE.

Mahmoud Assem, ACT presi-
dent, said that the auction was
inspired from another auction for
the late Egyptian actress Soad
Hosny’s belongings, which was
organized by her friends two years
ago to raise money for the poor.

According to Assem, the idea
of this project was primarily Mai
Mansour’s, last year’s public rela-
tions head for ACT.

“This is a new and inventive
way of fundraising, but the most
important thing is how it will be
implemented ... We need a profes-
sional to run such an auction so that
he can impress the people to buy
the things that are exhibited,” said

Ramza Sedky, manager of the com-
munity service program.

“Through this auction, we are
hoping to raise cancer awareness
among all who attend, as well as
help those who cannot afford the
proper medication and treatment,”
said Nevine Torky, program coordi-
nator at BCFE.

“Hopefully this will not be the
only time that we can work side by
side and we will have future events
together,” she added.

Both ACT and the BCFE split
up the work between them accord-
ing to what they can get accom-
plished efficiently.

“So far all of ACT is very
excited about the event and think
that all the time spent and effort put
in will be worth the results in the
end,” said Assem.
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Thanksgiving food
delights, comforts

By AMirRA EL-GAWLY
Caravan Editor

Expressing gratitude for all
that you have been blessed with is
what Thanksgiving Day is all
about. It is about taking a day off
bickering and bitterness towards
what life has laid out on your
plate, and appreciating all you
have.

But for many, including
myself, Thanksgiving is also about
the food: turkey, cranberry sauce
and sweet potato pie. The turkey
has come to symbolize Thanks-
giving and while it is the center-
piece of the traditional meal, sweet
potatoes have become the most
versatile ingredient for the side
dishes and desserts served with it.

Pies, puddings, muffins, ice
cream and even gravy are created
with sweet potatoes, also known as
yams. The sweet vegetable is
among the most nutritious of all
vegetables, with substantial beta-
carotene content and large amounts
of vitamins C and B6. High in
dietary fiber, they are also low in

sodium and fat.

While Thanksgiving may be a
foreign concept to Egypt, you
should never let this sweet potato
classic be foreign to your taste
buds.

But if you are up for a heart-
warming Thanksgiving meal with
friends and family that you do not
have to cook, here are two restau-
rants with special plans for the
holiday:

Lucille’s Mermaid Columbus

54 Road 9, Maadi - t. 3592778
Turkey Dinner including turkey,
soup or salad, drink and dessert
(LE 75 to 85)

Starting at 2 p.m.

First come, first serve

Roy’s Country Kitchen

Cairo Marriott Hotel, Saray EI
Gezirah St., Zamalek - t. 7358888
Buffet including turkey, pumpkin
soup and sweet potatoes

12 p.m. to 11 p.m.

12 p.m. to 5 p.m. (LE 59++)

5:30 p.m. to 1l p.m. (LE 79++)

Home cooking:
Sweet Potato Crunch

Serves 8

Ingredients

-Five sweet potatoes
-1/4 teaspoon salt

-Two tablespoons full-cream milk
-1/4 cup of butter, softened

-1/4 cup butter -Three tablespoons of
-Two eggs all-purpose flour
-One teaspoon of vanilla extract ~ -1/2 cup of packed light-brown
-1/2 teaspoon of ground sugar
cinnamon -1/2 cup chopped pecans
-1/4 cup white sugar
Directions

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Lightly grease a

baking dish with butter.

2. Bake sweet potatoes 35 minutes in preheated oven, or until they
begin to soften. Cool slightly, peel and mash.

3. In a large bowl, combine mashed sweet potatoes, salt, 1/4 cup but-
ter, eggs, vanilla extract, cinnamon, sugar and heavy cream. Transfer

to the prepared baking dish.

4. In a medium bowl, combine 1/4 cup butter, flour, brown sugar and
chopped pecans. Mix with a blender or by hand to the consistency.
Sprinkle over the sweet potato mixture.

5. Bake 30 minutes in preheated oven until topping is crisp and light-

ly browned.

CALI offers books, art, design and food

By DINA EL ORABY
Caravan Reporter

If you want to hang out with your friends at a café,
visit a nearby art gallery and maybe pass by an antique
shop to take a look around, you will come to realize that
there is an actual place that merges these three diver-
sions together in the Center for Art and Interiors (CAI)
in Mohandiseen.

“The goal of the center is to create a direct relation-
ship between the people working in the art field and the
audience, and to circulate culture to the neighborhood,”
according to the owners.

CAI is made up of three shops, each separately
owned by the three sisters: Aziza, Fatma and Kadria El
Tanani. Aziza owns Design Emporium, Kadria owns
China Town and Fatma owns Fonoon Gallery. Together
with the jointly-owned Sisters Brasserie, the shops form
the CAL

CAl is open all week from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
is located in a very quiet area in Mohandiseen.

“We started thinking of this project last year in
February and opened on May 1,” said Aziza, who is
considered one of the founders of CAI. According to
her, the whole idea evolved after having several suc-
cessful private sales days at her house, where she dis-
played products and her sister Kadria sold Moroccan
food.

Sisters Brasserie is a café, the jewel within the CAL

In Sisters, the café and bookstore on the ground
floor is designed with two different collections of
books, some are for reading inside the café and others
are for sale.

The café serves light meals with pizza as the most
popular. “The cafe also provides a catering service for
parties and events. You can hold a private lunch or a
birthday party here,” Fatma said.

Sisters is usually warm and homely and seldom
crammed with people. Aziza thinks that if too much
publicity is done, the place will lose its essence and its
coziness. “Our target customers are mainly foreigners
and Egyptians, who appreciate art,” said Aziza.

The café’s garden area is beautifully lit, creating a
cozy atmosphere in which to enjoy a homemade crépe
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with your choice of toppings, including honey, bananas,
chocolate and much more.

Fatma is responsible for the bookstore. Her main
goal was to encourage youth to read, especially Arabic
books. “I noticed that many young people nowadays
know how to speak fluent English and Arabic, but they
do not know how to read Arabic or write in Arabic,” she
said.

Although the collection of books is not huge, it is
diversified to please all tastes. There are literature, phi-
losophy and language-phrase books available in their
library.

“The place is like a cultural salon. We hold semi-
nars on Egyptian contemporary art here and had a ‘oud
(an Arabic stringed instrument) evening in Ramadan,”
said Fatma.

China Town sells furniture from Mongolia, Tibet
and China, as well as, lighting and other household
accessories. “It was a challenge for us to bring some-
thing new and with such a special style to Cairo,” said
Philippe Bayonne, the general manager of China Town
and Kadriya’s husband.

If you are a fan of unique handmade household
accessories, you will find what you need in Design
Emporium, which sells fabrics, wallpaper, furniture and
interior design services. There are also handmade bags
for sale that range from LE 50 to LE 80.

According to a press release by CAIL “the Design
Emporium is considered the number one supplier of the
best interiors’ goods from over 50 European and
American companies, and offers full interior design
services.”

The Fonoon Art Gallery holds a different art exhi-
bition every month, where paintings, pictures and other
works of art by famous artists are displayed.

14, Jeddah Street, Dokki-Giza
1. 7617187/ 3389910/ 7483848
Or visit: www.designemporium.com.

CAl is holding an open day from Nov. 20-21, where
various household accessories and interior decorations
will be discounted. There will be children’s activitiesin
the café.
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ORIENTAL AFFAIR: The China Town shop at CAl sells furniture from Mongolia, Tibet and China, such as the pieces
shown above. CAl is a combination of a caf€, bookstore and art gallery in Mohandiseen.

As old campus’ time runs out, alumni reflect on its past

By Fouap HAMMOUD
Caravan Reporter

Close your eyes and imagine
a liberal arts university with
greenery and multiple sports
courts, where students enjoy
practicing sports and engaging in
intellectual discussions.

Now look around you at AUC
today. You can clearly distinguish
the difference, because this is a
description of how AUC used to
be before most of its present stu-
dents were born.

Some AUC professors who
were also former students say that
AUC’s campuses have drastically
changed from the early 1970s
until the early 1990s.

To start off, many campus
buildings where students take
classes today used to serve other
functions in the past. For exam-
ple, Old Falaki used to be a male
dormitory in the mid to late-
1970s, according to John
Swanson, assistant provost.

The library used to be in the
Hill House building during the

early 1980s before moving to its
current location in the Greek
campus, said Nagla Rizk, eco-
nomics department chair, who
graduated in 1983.

The bookstore used to be
where the current faculty lounge
is. Students would “buy [their]
books through a window,” said
Mahmoud EI Lozy, associate pro-
fessor of the performing and visu-
al arts department, who attended
AUC during the 1970s.

To paint you a picture of how
the Greek campus used to be in
the 1970s, imagine where the
library is today and replace it
with two tennis courts.

Before the Jameel Center
even existed, there were handball,
basketball, and volleyball courts
there.

As for our Social Science
(SS) courtyard, it was earth and
dirt as well as a garden that filled
the empty space.

“There was much more
greenery,” El Lozy said. He
added that the main addition to
the Greek campus during his time

in the mid-1970s was the third
floor of the SS building.

Some professors say that
AUC’s social structure has also
changed with its buildings.

“We took class [in Greek] and
ran back to Main. It is where all
the students hung out,” said Naila
Hamdy, journalism and mass
communication lecturer, who
attended AUC in 1978.

According to Rizk, students
would hang out between courts in
the Main campus because there
were “almost always some sports
going on.”

“The fountain area was for
intellectuals or the ‘A’ students,
while the ‘C’ students sat between
courts,” said El Lozy.

Today, the tables have turned.
Exchange students sit at the foun-
tain area and the Greek campus
has become the ‘cool’ place to be.

The area where the booths are
now was occupied with grass and
greenery, while the “eccentric”
students who would need ‘sub-
stance’ inspiration would sit and
play their guitars, specifically to

the left of the SS stairs, towards
where I’ Aroma coffee is now.

Suheir El Norashy, an Arabic
Language Institute professor, said
that students “looked so neat”
back then and “used no profanity
[in their language].” El Norashy
saw AUC as more of a family
than it is now.

During the 1973 Egyptian
war, students had a “better sense
of Egypt,” said El Lozy. Although
AUC closed down, students used
university grounds to train in
order to help firefighters and
nurses.

Sherine Ramzy, a psychology
professor and AUC student dur-
ing the 1990s, added that many
aspects have changed since her
time, including “the power of the
Student Union compared to the
past,” and more specifically, “the
manly [masculine]look.”

When asked what they would
bring back from their time as stu-
dents, many of the professors
wanted to bring back the passion
and manners of students.

“Everything bores [the stu-

dents] and I think the boredom is
in them because they do not have
a passion for anything...they do
not have the desire to excel,” said
El Lozy.

Ramzy believed that “the
idea of teamwork,” and “trying to
keep AUC’s name,” are things
that students need to work on
more nowadays.

To many professors who were
once in our shoes, we seem to be
a “diminishing” generation, with
no sense of pride and care for our
surroundings.

“The students have resources
at their disposal and they throw
them away. All they care about is
money,” said El Lozy.

Although some professors
describe their days at AUC as its
‘golden days,’ others have a more
positive perception of AUC and
its students today.

“Now students spend more
time on campus,” said Rizk,
adding that there were fewer
activities available for students
then and students now have more
active roles on campus.

Q& A

QUESTION:

What do you think
of AUC students?

“AUC students have a
certain lifestyle which

you cannot find any-
where else in Egypt.
Only certain people
can deal with them.”

Ayman Lutfi, 30,
Senior crew in Cilantro

a0 .‘ __‘5 i
“All the faculty and
staff are good people,
but the majority of stu-
dents are westernized
and some students are
stuck up.”

-Ayman Salah, 24,
Owner of copy center

“They are fun to deal
with, but most of the

time they are in a

hurry.”

-Khaled Emad, 25,
Cashier in McDonald’s

5 .
“The AUC community
is a proactive commu-
nity. They are aware of
the country’s problems
and they do a lot of
community service.
Some people describe
them as spoiled, or say
they are not part of the
Egyptian community,
[but] these claims are
not true.”

-Injy El Mokaddem,
Orbit presenter
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The Voice

This week, the Caravan investigated the way that AUC, its campus
and its students have changed over the last several decades.

With the first aspect, the campus, it is apparent that the university has
undergone significant transformations. AUC has grown tremendously
over the past few decades and the Board of Trustees met this growth by
adding building after building. Now, with very little space left to expand,
and people lining up at the door to enroll, the university is moving to a
new campus that will accommodate it well into the future.

The professors we interviewed also talked about the way students are
different today. They described the changing of hangouts, the transforma-
tion of social divisions and the way AUC students carry themselves. The
third of these changes brought the harshest criticism, with one professor
berating students’ apathy and materialism.

While there is no justification for either of these qualities--apathy or
materialism--there are excuses. Egypt from 1952 to the 1970s faced
nationalizations by Nasser and wars with Israel, both of which compelled
students to get involved in political life.

But Egypt is a very different place today. Youth are bombarded by
materialist messages and exposed at an early age to profanity. The econ-
mic growth of the 1980s and 1990s fostered a long-forgotten level of
political apathy among youth as well.

While we believe that our behavior is partly the product of our con-
text, we do acknowledge that we must continually work to improve our-
selves. Perhaps, this new campus will offer a new context that will help
us to learn and grow in unprecedented ways.
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View from the top

Votes For Sale

HANAA AHMED
Managing Editor

Every four years, those who
represent the Egyptian people in
the People’s Assembly undergo
fierce fights with new candidates
to keep their seats and remain in
power. In this struggle to win a
seat in the highly prestigious and
influential Egyptian parliament,
candidates may use malicious
methods, like spreading false
rumors and filing false accusa-
tions about their opponents. But
money is the one factor that deter-
mines who wins and who loses.

The British naturalist Charles
Darwin may describe this struggle between candidates as ‘survival of the
fittest’, but if he were alive today, he would realize that it is ‘survival of
the wealthiest’.

Candidates have lured voters with money ever since money existed.
But in a place where the illiteracy rate is over 30 percent, money is a pow-
erful means of communication between candidates and voters.

In poor areas where the majority of people are illiterate and under-
privileged, candidates know that promising people money is more valu-
able than promising them democracy.

Those people, who are still stuck at the first level of Maslow’s hier-
archy of needs, are seeking food and shelter, not freedom and equality.
Their hunger for food overshadows their thoughts and consumes them
with possessing money. They exercise their right to vote, not because
they comprehend its importance, but because it serves their materialistic
interests.

People who sell their votes no longer see it as a defiant act, but as a
craft that they perfect with each parliamentary election. They sell their
votes just like they sell any product in demand. The more a candidate
needs a vote, the more expensive the vote will be.

Some voters know how valuable their votes are to the candidates and
they wait for the highest bidder before selling their votes. Others go and
initiate the deal themselves. Whether or not the voting center is surround-
ed by policemen, such deals between campaigners and voters are not dis-
crete. In fact you may find a couple of policemen witnessing the ‘busi-
ness deal” with careless gazes.

In one of the poorer areas in Egypt where I was attending the elec-
tions last Tuesday, vote prices ranged from LE 100 to LE 200. There, peo-
ple explicitly offered their votes to campaigners in exchange for money.

I believe that illiteracy is one of the main causes for this widespread
corruption. Educated people are not going to sell their right to choose for
LE 200. Educated people might think of productive ways to gain money
other than marking a name on a piece of paper, which they cannot even
read. Educated people might differentiate between a candidate who will
benefit them in the long run and another who only uses them to win a
seat.

For Egypt’s sake, I hope illiteracy is the main reason behind this cor-
ruption because, otherwise, only a miracle can save Egypt.

beyond the eyes
of the mind

AMIRA EL-GAWLY
Editor in Chief

After endless hours of investi-
gation and interviews with Student
Union (SU) vice president
Mohamed Fathy, Associate Dean
and Director of Student Develop-
ment Mohamed Dabbour and
Director of Student Organization
Activities Aida Maged, the
Caravan printed a news story enti-
tled “SU vice president assumes
official role before the end of his
social probation (Oct. 26).” Also,
on the newspaper’s opinions and
editorials page of that same issue, T
the Caravan staff’s “Voice” add-
ressed the matter.

Last Tuesday, Nov. 15, Dimensions printed a letter from Fathy on its
front page in which he detailed his qualms about the two Caravan pieces.
According to his letter, Fathy was responding to the pieces to “clarify and
highlight some points,” not “to defend [himself] or [his] colleagues,” but
then he proceeds to do exactly what he said he would not do.

When 1 first read Fathy’s letter, I must say that I was shocked and
offended. I could not see what could warrant him to say that the Caravan
“accuses people without having any documents or investigation,” that we
“didn’t bother double checking the sources that back up [our] accusations”
and that “we are here to compete for a better stand.” So, before acting on
my emotions, I decided to speak with Fathy to better understand why he
wrote those words. I realized, after speaking to him, that he was angered by
one sentence that we wrote in “The Voice” of that issue. It said, “Thus, tak-
ing over as vice president before Oct. 12 and violating the terms of his pro-
bation is Fathy’s third offense.”

The “Voice’ is an opinion, not a news story, collectively based on the
opinions of the Caravan staff. There is no censorship here at the Caravan.
Every student, faculty and staff member at AUC is entitled to have his opin-
ions published on our clearly labeled “Op-Ed” (opinions-editorials) page.
And that includes us, the Caravan staff.

Fathy should not flatter himself nor the SU by thinking that the Caravan
printed those pieces in order to attack him or the SU personally. The
Caravan is, as Fathy put it, “one of the oldest institutions on campus” and
its perspective extends far beyond the actions of the SU. The only reason
that the Caravan covered the issue is because, regardless of who is to blame,
such actions by the vice president of the SU, the body which governs all of
AUC’s students, are definitely newsworthy by anyone’s standards.

Whether or not Fathy’s assumption of his role as vice president before
the end of his probation was a misunderstanding between him, Maged and
Dabbour or not, according to the reporter’s interviews with the three, Fathy
indeed violated the terms of his probation and that had to be addressed. Too
many things go unnoticed and unreported, and something as significant as
social probation and the post of the SU vice president definitely should not
be added to that list.

If anyone is interested in seeing the documentation or the taped inter-
views that the news story was based upon, they are more than welcome to
stop by the Caravan newsroom.
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SC chair highlights corruption in Student Union case

In the article, “A letter from the SU vice president” by Mohamed Fathy,
the current Student Union (SU) vice president, published in last Tuesday’s
issue of Dimensions. The letter was referring to two Caravan pieces: “SU
vice president assumes official role before the end of his social probation”
and “The Voice” (Oct. 23). Fathy said that the Caravan was misleading and
its allegations were not based on solid evidence. However, this issue is
greater than these disagreements. What we have here is a clear case of cor-
ruption, or to be more specific, partiality.

Walid EI Sallab, the current SU president, reserved the SU vice presi-
dent post for Fathy and prohibited anyone else from assuming the post.
However, El Sallab assigned Karim Hazem, the SU treasurer, the vice pres-
ident responsibilities.

I totally agree that Fathy is someone who served the SU for several
years and thus deserves appreciation in return, but this is definitely not the
way to reward him. It is also worth mentioning that the Office of Student
Development (OSD) is a partner in this breach of AUC law because it did
not report or investigate the situation. However, none of what is mentioned
above is my main concern because people are not supposed to act on their
own and that is why we have laws and regulations.

The issue is that Hussein Khalil, a Student Judicial Board member, is
quoted in the Caravan saying that he had knowledge of the case, yet took
no action to correct the situation, simply because the OSD did not ask him
to. It is really sad to find someone with a positive recommendation on his
SJB test, who is unaware of his basic job description and of the hierarchy
of authority on campus.

Fathy accused the Caravan of not double-checking their sources and
here I would like to ask him the same question, why did you not double
check the information you received from the OSD in the first place? I also
believe that the Caravan has supportive evidence that was enough to pre-
vent the SU from filing a case against them.

I hereby ask Fathy, who calls for student organizations to be more
inquisitive in their investigation of on-campus happenings, to file a case
against the Caravan if he has minimal amount of evidence to support his
argument.

-George Thabet
Accounting senior
Student Council chair

‘Airheads’ maybe, but still true to ourselves

In response to Mohammed Ashraf’s piece regarding AUC being an ‘air-
head’ university, my question is: “Who are you interacting with?”” There is
no denying that superficial babble floats around some of this university’s
campuses. At the end of the day, so what? Is talking about politics and
English, or using the technical jargon of engineering and computer science
a means to redeem yourself?

I am sure it can be frustrating when the only conversations that you
come across involve muscles and people bragging about drug consumption.
I am also sure that the amount of “’ya’nis” and “likes” that sprout up in con-
versation can be redundant. At the same time though, I cannot help but think
that this is an extremely biased and generalized view attempting to depict a
student population that is quite large.

Entering this university four years ago, I probably shared the same view
as Mohamed. With my limited interactions, I too presumed that a lot of peo-
ple cared about what may be considered ‘superficial’ things. Those same
people probably looked down on other people, thinking that some of their
interests were pointless. Every opinion established in this university poses
a sort of domino effect. Fingers of judgment are pointed at everyone else as
a form of defense, as an avenue to claim one’s worth. People are trying to
establish their identity and at times feel threatened by the strong identity of
others.

To resolve this conflict, I believe you have to put yourself out there.

A couple of years and many conversations later, I have realized that there
is a lot more to people if you take the time to really get to know them.
Sometimes you have to be patient enough to look past the “likes” and the
random conversations to be exposed to the other layers of that individual’s
personality. At the end of the day, we are young, we are insecure and we
are trying to find out who we are. So yes, we talk about silly things some
of the time, do things to impress one another and follow through with
things that we might regret later on. Now, however, is a better time than
ever to make mistakes and learn from them. And if in this process, we are
categorized as “airheads,” so be it. As long as we stay true to ourselves, |
see nothing wrong with this ‘airhead” university.

- Salua Mahmoud
ECLT senior



November 20, 2005

Funnies

=

ACROSS

1 Two pairs of siblings sing about the
game of love {3.5.7)

3 British man accurately diagnosed HIV-
positive in 2002 and HIV-negative in
2003 (8,8}

12 The world's next Bond, James Bond
(8.5)

13 Member of Mirvana, Feo Fighters, and
Cuzens of the Stone Age (4,5)

14 This Latin American city played host to
the racially tense 1968 Qlympics (6.4}

15 This rapperirecent movie star adopted
50 Cent” as his name (8,7)

16 The Grand Masters of this
comroversial organization include
Isaac Newton, Vietor Huge and
Leonardo da Vinci (8,2.4)
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10

U2 vocalist and 2003 Mobel Peace
Prize nominee {4}

Comman bird disease and home of
Michael Owen's gaming talents ()
This former cocaine addict retums to
20055 big screen with "Kiss Kiss Bang
Bang™ (6,6,2)

This Canadian hero inspired a seff-
named foundation and an anmual run
that has raised more than § 360 milion
to date. (5,3)

Workd's new #1 DJ (4,3,3)

Germany's replacement for Gerhard
Schwoeder (6,6)

‘Van Gogh painting inspires Don
McLean song {6.5)

Eridget Fonda and Matt Dillon join
forces with Seaffle’s grunge pioneers in
this 1992 release (T)
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barbecue charcoal heater locomative
beacon cigar incendiary match
blaze engine incinerator oven
boiler firecracker jet pipe
bonfire furnace kiln rifle
brazier fuse lamp rocket
burner arate lantern smelter
campfire arill lighter steamer
cannon hearth lighthouse stove

Solutions to the word search and crossword puzzle are posted on the Caravan website.
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