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Students begin organizing against graduation changes

By JOSHUA ADLAND
Caravan Editor

At press time Thursday morning, 164 graduating
seniors had signed a petition protesting plans to limit
the number of tickets available for this February’s
graduation, according to Mohamed Fata, the graduat-
ing senior who drafted and organized the petition.

Stu dent Fata began to circulate the petition last Sunday,
leaders prior to a Tuesday meeting of leaders of the graduat-
ing class, which included Fata, members of the SU,
say that Student Council, Student Judicial Board (SJB),
. Clubs and Conferences Committee, and editors of the
reducmg Caravan and Dimensions.
C The leaders said they want to gather all seniors
Invitations for a meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 26 to discuss pos-
sible remedies for the controversial situation, which
from four limits graduating seniors to three invitations apiece,
to th ree instead of last year’s four invitations.
The petition, addressed to President David
fOF each Arnold, Provost Tim Sullivan, and Associate Vice
President and Dean of International Student Affairs
8raduate Jan Montassir, asks that university not punish this
H year’s graduating seniors for the behavior of past
15 a pOOF graduates. It argues that a reduction of approximate-
solution ly 450 people watching the ceremony will not reduce
noise, and will only upset families whom he says
for must now choose which sibling or grandparent to
. invite, and which to leave at home.
solvi ng “Wherever you draw the line, people have to make
Wh at a decision about whom to invite,” said Montassir.
Fata said that he does not expect the petition to
some tell the administration more than it already knows,
but that he does hope that when graduating seniors
people sign the paper, it will embolden them to take action.
. The leaders recognized during the meeting that
Say IS a they are in a race against time, heeding warnings
noise from administrators that this issue must be finalized
within weeks due to logistical issues.
problem. The plan devised at the meeting calls for flyer-

According to Montassir, Ashraf El-Fiqi, vice
president for student affairs, has already accepted the
proposal to reduce the number of invitations. She
said the proposal will be presented to the president
during a senior administrator’s meeting on Monday.

Though Arnold declined to comment specifically
on any particular plan, he did say that no final deci-
sion was taken.

“Reducing the number of tickets is one option
that is being considered by faculty, staff and admin-
istrators; however, there are also other options under
consideration,” said Arnold.

Arnold said that the administration is still work-
ing with all involved parties to reach a consensus
“that will ensure that AUC’s commencement cere-
monies are conducted in a dignified manner that is
reflective of the university community.”

Sullivan was unavailable for comment.

During the first half of the meeting, emotions
were flying high as the student leaders vented their
dissatisfaction with the possible decision and began
to talk about how they could appropriately and effec-
tively respond.

“We must find a compromise with the adminis-
tration,” Bassem Raouf, SU academic committee
chair, said earlier on Tuesday. “The students don’t
complain [about the noise], but parents do.”

By the end of the meeting, leaders still had not
reached an alternative solution to present to the
administration.

What the meeting did produce was a plan of
action - one that leaders said they hope will mobilize
the senior class, as well as the entire student body to
pressure the administration, not to reduce the number
of invitations.

Rumblings of dissatisfaction among the graduat-
ing senior class had surfaced as early as last Sunday.

Fata said that after reading about the possible
three-invitation limit in the Caravan, he proceeded to
check his facts, schedule a meeting with Montassir,

ing, petitioning and writing letters to the editor in
major campus publications.

“We have to be very systematic and very organ-
ized,” said Momtaz Moussa, who represented the
SJB at the meeting.

and write his petition.

See GRADUATION, 2
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SIGNING ON: Graduating senior Lubna Abo Ulata signs a petition Tuesday evening which said that

a reduction in graduation invitations is unacceptable to the senior class.

15th DAY OF RAMADAN - 11:05 A.M.
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Fadi Wissa, a biology and computer science senior, strumming away
the hours before his next class with friend Heba Matta, left, and sister
Amira Wissa, right, on Greek campus last Tuesday.

SU vice president assumes official role
betore the end of his social probation

By ETHAR SHALABY
Caravan Reporter

Mohamed Fathy, Student
Union (SU) vice president, vio-
lated university regulations by
taking over the position nearly a
month before the end of his
social probation on Wednesday,
Oct. 12.

Fathy officially took over his
role as the vice president on Sept.
15 although his probation didn’t
end until Oct. 12.

“I started working officially
as a vice president when we were
on the trip to El Ain El Sokhna
[student leadership] retreat that
started on Thursday, Sept. 15,”
said Fathy.

Fathy said that during the
student leadership retreat, he
asked Aida Maged, director of
student organization activities,
and Mohamed Dabbour, associ-
ate dean and director of student
development, about his probation
status.

“They told me that I can

announce that I am the official
vice president of the SU,” Fathy
said.

“I never told him (Fathy) that
you can go and say that you are
the vice president. I don’t have
the authority to say that,” said
Maged.

“When he came to me, I told
him that [he was] allowed to go
to the retreat, but [his] post will
be officially announced when
[his] probation is over,” said
Maged. “We do not consider him
a vice president.”

Mohamed Feteha, associate
dean of students and director of
student services, said students are
placed on social probation for mis-
conduct that violates AUC regula-
tions. Social probation prevents
students from participating in
extracurricular activities. The
Student Organizations Disciplin-
ary Committee (SODC), which
includes seven members, investi-
gates any reported case of miscon-
duct and sets the probation period.

“This is to officially inform

you of the decision of the sub-dis-
ciplinary committee which dealt
with your case. You are not per-
mitted to participate in any univer-
sity student activities including
trips, conferences, sports,...etc.
for one year effective today,”
according to a letter sent by Feteha
to Fathy on Oct. 13, 2004. The let-
ter was provided by the Student
Judiciary Board (SJB).

Fathy was placed on social
probation for two incidents.

In June 2004, he organized
an illegal trip to Sharm el Sheikh.
“I organized a trip to Sharm el
Sheikh not under the name of any
organization. At that time I didn’t
know it was illegal,” said Fathy.

In August 2004, he used the
official stamp of the Office of
Student Development (OSD) to
sign a contract with a media
sponsor without taking permis-
sion from anyone in the office.

“I stamped a contract with
the OSD stamp with one of my
colleagues last year. There was
no one in the OSD at the time.

We wanted to sign the contract,”
said Fathy.

“I knew that Fathy was hold-
ing the post of vice president,
although he was on probation,”
said Hussein Khalil, former
chairman of the SJB. But Khalil
said that the OSD did not ask the
SJB to take any action on the
case so it did not investigate.

Walid El Sallab, SU presi-
dent, refused to answer questions
about the case.

The retreat was organized by
the OSD for high board members
of student activities on campus.
According to Fathy, he was able
to join the trip when El Sallab
received permission from the
OSD.

However, Dabbour said that
El Sallab did not ask him to allow
Fathy to join the trip.

According to Dabbour, the
OSD invited Fathy to join
because he was the upcoming
vice president.

See SU, 2
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PLAN OF ACTION: Student leaders from major organizations gathered last Tuesday night after the freshman-senior iftar to discuss ways in which they could organize against the possible decision of the administration to limit the number of grad-
uation invitations to three. From left: George Thabet, Student Council; Ibrahim El Houdaiby, Dimensions; Bassem Raouf, Student Union; Momtaz Moussa, Student Judicial Board; and Mohamed Fata, petition writer.

GRADUATION: President Arnold to review proposals Monday

SOUNDING OFF

CONTINUED FROM 1

Unwilling to accept a reduction in the number of
people they can invite to commencement this
February, leaders of the graduating senior class are
hoping that within the coming weeks, they can con-
vince administrators to accept another option for
addressing the noise level in the upcoming ceremony.

At a Student Council meeting last Wednesday
night, council members proposed a possible solu-
tion to present to the administration, according to
chairperson George Thabet.

At press time, the council had not found an
opportunity to present the plan to administrators.

Thabet said that the council plans to suggest
that the administration give each student four blank
invitations, but that all invitations for faculty and
staff are printed with their names.

According to Thabet, council members felt that
students in attendance, and not the family members
who are usually the recipients of one of the four
invitations, are the ones responsible for most of the
noise.

Thabet said that if invitations meant for faculty
and staff, which often fall into the hands of students,
must be accompanied by the person whose name is
on the invitation, it will cut down on excess students
in the hall who are likely to cause a disruption.

In a meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 12, which
aimed to address what administrators said is an

unacceptable amount of noise at commencement, a
committee of 20 students, faculty, staff and admin-
istrators decided that between the two viable
options on the table, the most feasible and least con-
troversial would be to limit the number of invita-
tions each graduate receives from four to three.

The other viable option administrators proposed
was to split graduation into multiple ceremonies,
with each school having their own.

Raouf said that at the Oct. 12 meeting, two stu-
dent representatives, Hatem Alaa and himself,
rejected the idea of splitting graduation completely.
He said that it was so appalling that, “it’s as if they
are giving us one option.”

Though the two students on the committee
rejected splitting the ceremony, Montassir said that
splitting graduation, as well as other options, are
still on the table because senior administrators have
not yet met about the subject, and there is no telling
which direction they will choose to go.

Montassir said that she thinks graduation may
need to be split in the future, regardless of the noise
level.

“As classes grow, at some point it will be too
cumbersome to call every name at one ceremony,”
said Montassir.

As for other universities in the Cairo area,
Montassir said that their graduations have always
been split up by school, but she added that there was
much less unity between schools in those universi-
ties, compared to AUC.

“I don’t agree that there is a
noise problem because com-
mencement is supposed to be
fun for students. We have the
right to just enjoy the day.”

- Ismail Sadek, BADM senior

“I think that during the time
when people should be
quiet, they are quiet. The
only loud part is during the
calling of the names.”

- Amira Tarkhan, POLS senior

“Commencement is a time
to celebrate, as long as you
don’t interrupt the speakers.”

- Omar Omar, POLS senior

“I am against the decision to
limit tickets. Four was the

least of the least.”

- Tarek El Torky, BADM senior

SU: Fathy says he became vice president
after the student leadership retreat

CONTINUED FROM 1

“I personally invited Fathy
and I wanted him to be there
because we knew that he will be
the vice president for the coming
year and that training [during the
retreat] is given only once a
year,” said Dabbour.

Fathy said that after the
retreat, on Tuesday, Sept. 18, he
found his name on the masthead
of SU high board members on the
ground floor of the Wallace
building, as vice president.

According to Maged and
Dabbour, the placard with Fathy’s
name and position was posted by
mistake. “The placard was a mis-
take made by one of the people in
our office. We should have waited
until the probation ended.”

Fathy said that he filed two

President:

Vice-President:

Treasurer:
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OFFICIAL TITLE: The Office of Student Development mistakenly placed Moh-
amed Fathy’s name on the masthead before his probation period was over.

petitions to the SODC last sum-
mer, asking for the reduction of
his probation period.

The committee members
included Dina Rateb, associate
professor for management infor-
mation system; Maged Abaza, a
visiting lecturer in the manage-
ment department; Ashraf Kamal,
security director; Maissa Ragab,
a student development finance

manager; Dabbour; Khalil and
Maged.

The committee decided not
to reduce the probation period.
Instead they allowed him to par-
ticipate in activities, provided
that he did not hold a high board
position, said Rateb.

“In reference to our meeting
on June 26, 2005 regarding your
probation; the committee mem-

bers agreed to allow you to par-
ticipate in the activities, yet you
are still banned from occupying
the SU vice president post during
your probation period, which will
be terminated on October 12,
2005,” according to a memoran-
dum written on July 11, 2005 by
the SODC, responding to Fathy’s
petition. The document was pro-
vided by the OSD.

SIFE team promotes free
enterprise internationally

By AMIRA GEMEI
Caravan Reporter

Ten AUC students flew to Toronto on Oct.1 as
part of the university’s Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) delegation to represent Egypt against 47
other countries.

The ten students included Khadiga Spahy,
Mohamed Khedr, Ramy Agamy, Amr Afifi,
Mohamed Mohsen, Ahmed Tawfek, Salma EIl
Halabi, Menna El Kharbotly, Amira Omar and Rami
Hassouneh.

The ten were part of AUC’s original 25 member
SIFE team which won the right to represent Egypt over
seven other universities for the second year in a row.

The ten members who participated in the SIFE
World Cup showed their work in presentations
judged by the CEOs of top multi-national compa-
nies around the world.

The SIFE World Cup was given to Zimbabwe,
with the United States coming in second.

“The difference between Egypt and the other
countries was that they were morally supported and
financially aided by their governments and univer-
sities. Unfortunately, Egypt lacked this kind of sup-
port,” said Khedr, president of the AUC SIFE team.

The AUC team designed four different projects
for both the Egyptian national and the international
competitions.

The first project was the ‘Youth Empowerment
Program (YEP),” which targeted high school stu-
dents by giving them training sessions aimed at
developing their interpersonal skills.

The second was ‘Roof Gardening,” which trans-
formed house roofs into healthy cultivation areas
for poor families, helping them financially as well
as saving the environment by planting organic fruits
and vegetables.

The third project highlighted business ethics by
educating the public on the importance of the topic
and increasing awareness through media.

The last project was ‘Al Herafeyeen (Skilled
People),” named for an area on the outskirts of Cairo
that is filled with numerous cheap and specialized
workshops in slum-like conditions.

The main goal was to help the workers better
use their talents as well as organize and modernize
the area so that people would come to their busi-
nesses.

Each year, SIFE competitions are held world-
wide, drawing thousands of students and business
leaders to design and promote practical educational
projects.

The aim of the non-profit organization is to
change the world through students’ skills and
improve the quality of life and standards of living
by implementing various educational projects.

“The best part of the trip was the Exchanging
Cultures Day, where we all gathered in booths repre-
senting each country and sharing a mixture of tradi-
tions by dressing in our traditional costumes,” said
Salma Halaby, a SIFE member and mass communica-
tions junior.

According to Amira Omar, AUC alumni and a
member of this year’s SIFE team, the competition is
not about winners and losers, it is all about a valu-
able experience and a positive spirit.
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Foreign students debunk handbook

By Fouap HAMMoOUD
Caravan Reporter

The first things many international students read
before arriving in Egypt are that friendly relations with
the opposite sex are not permitted, there is a lack of
medical supplies, and that students may suffer from
depression because of extreme culture shock.

What many international students have found,
though, is the exact opposite.

Issues like these and many more are published in
the International Student Handbook, released by the
International Students Services Office (ISSO), and are
circulated among exchange students before arrival.

Instead of praising Egypt and its glory, the hand-
book discourages students and warns them about the
problems they may encounter in Egypt.

The handbook emphasizes the negative aspects of
Egypt to “mentally and physically prepare” internation-
al students prior to their arrival, according to Jan
Montassir, associate vice president and dean of interna-
tional student affairs.

The handbook doesn’t encourage international stu-
dents to mingle with Egyptian students. “Convention
dictates that unmarried men and women should not mix
freely in unsupervised social situations except in a few
places, such as on the school or university campus or in
the workplace,” and “a female student should proceed
cautiously in relationships with an Egyptian man lest he
misunderstand her objectives.”

Montassir said these issues were stated in the hand-
book because of previous incidents, which makes it
vital to warn future international students.

In spite of the controversial issues the handbook
discusses, Montassir said she hasn’t received any feed-
back from the students.

International students, however, said that they did
not comment on the handbook to the ISSO because
once they discovered the reality of Egypt, they didn’t
feel the need to inform them, said Caitlin Rusche, polit-

ical science student from the University of the Pacific.

“It [the handbook] tries to scare you. I disregarded
everything it told me when I came here [after seeing that
it was not true],” said Rusche.

Many international students agreed that the book
was exaggerated, while others supported the importance
of warnings for students.

“Reading it was a heads-up on some of the things
you may encounter,” said Juliana Tafur, a mass commu-
nications and history junior from Northwestern
University.

But like many other students, Tafur added, “I think
it does exaggerate things a lot.”

According to Montassir, the book was overly cau-
tious because “being forewarned is better than not being
forewarned.”

Some of the points mentioned in the handbook
which international students found exaggerated includ-
ed living in a co-ed apartment, covering yourself, and
being allowed to kiss people of the opposite sex on the
cheek.

Guro Cidell, a political science graduate student
from Norway lives in a co-ed apartment, and faces no
problems, contradicting the handbook’s warnings.

Cidell does not feel threatened at all in Egypt.
“Nothing serious is going to happen to you here ... peo-
ple are friendly.”

Tafur added that after reading the handbook, she
had different expectations of AUC. “[Reading] that you
had to be covered up and not touch people of the oppo-
site sex, [and then] coming to AUC and seeing a girl
wearing a shirt that said ‘Porn’ on the first day,” was a
contradiction to the handbook, she said.

“It’s not that much different here with women than
in Europe,” said Steven Sciarrino, a political science
student from the University of the Pacific.

“I feel safer here than I would in Europe,”
Rusche said, adding that “if anything were to happen
here in Egypt, people would gather around and help
that person out.”

Agency (IAEE), Egyptian-born Mohamed

ElBaradei, won the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize on
Oct. 7. The agency itself also won the prize for its
efforts in preventing nuclear proliferation.

Born in 1942, ElBaradei, a former Egyptian
diplomat, joined the IAEE in 1984.

According to the Nobel Prize website, the two
recipients were awarded “for their efforts to prevent
nuclear energy from being used for military purpos-
es and to ensure that nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes is used in the safest possible way.

The director of the International Atomic Energy

On The Wire

The Caravan asked
students if they were

YES
39%

“He’s a humanitarian, | “He’s
standing up for a wor-
thy cause. He deserves
the public attention he
gets and the Nobel

Prize as a token of

appreciation.”
-Layal Al Mousa,
JRMC senior

Mohammad ElBaradei won
the Nobel Prize

100 AUC
aware that

NO
61%

Mohamed ElBaradei

a genius.” “He is the fourth “He is a role model for
Egyptian to win the all Egyptians.”
Nobel Prize.”
-Christina Saad Amin, -Nour Nouh, -Yousef Taha Arafat,
Economics senior POLS senior Undeclared freshman
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‘Cairo and its People’ disp

By OMNEYA OSMAN
Caravan Reporter

Concealed within the walls of AUC’s Rare
Books and Special Collections Library, a collection
of work by the famous photographers, Sir K.A.C.
Creswell and Van Leo, is now on display in, ‘Cairo
and its People.’

The exhibition was opened to the public on
Sept. 25.

It will continue till the end of January, although
it attracts few students.

“It’s a shame people don’t see this work,” said
Simone Bass, the archivist for Creswell’s photo-
graphic archive.

Funded by the Rare Books Library, the exhibi-
tion had limited budget that resulted in poor public-
ity, said Bass.

According to Bass, the only students who see
this work are those who attend lectures in the Rare
Books Library and they usually only stop on their
way in or out of class.

While Van Leo and Creswell worked on differ-

ent themes, the exhibition aimed at finding some
common ground in their photography.

“The idea was to show people of Cairo from dif-
ferent concepts,” said Bass, referring to the relation
between the works of the two artists.

The exhibition includes photographs of chil-
dren, soldiers, general entertainment, domesticity
and street scenes from the perspectives of both pho-
tographers.

Creswell, a renowned British engineer with an
interest in Islamic architecture, managed to document
Islamic monuments in Egypt at an angle displaying
minute details not realized by passing viewers.

The exhibition also displays Creswell’s scenes
of the 1920s.

Van Leo, on the other hand, emerged in the
1950s and was best known for his portraits of
famous Egyptian people.

Leo’s photographs in the exhibition expressed
modern Egypt.

Y

layed in Rare Books
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TAKING A LOOK: One of Creswell’s priceless pictures attentively contemplated by a passerby.

SPORTS

University of the Suez Canal.

while the men’s basketball team lost the trophy.

AUC’s Ramadan Basketball Tournament took place from
Tuesday, Oct. 11-19 between AUC, Mansoura University,
German University in Cairo, High Education University and the

AUC’s women'’s basketball team won the championship cup,

Suzan Hashim Shokry won the cup for best player in the

BY SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN
Caravan Editor

HETETEL A murder, a power struggle

and corruption are the tantalizing

M en WO men Opponent Key: themes featured in the new Arabic

Oct. 11 Oct. 12 play Al-Mahrusa, directed by

: : Mahmoud El- Lozy. The play will

AUC 53 | AUC 48 C,}UC oo ) be performed on Oct. 20-21 as

GUC 39 | HEU S R G U“IIJI‘SS“Y SRR well as Oct. 24-27 at Falaki’s main
stage theater.

Oct. 12 Oct. 13 Mansoura University; gThe first show of the
AUC 51 AUC 39 . . USC - Performing and Visual Arts
MU 44 | HEU T niErsityjofiSueaiCanak Department (PVA) season, Al

. HEU - . Mahrusa (‘The one protected by

Oct. 19 High Educ.atlon God’), written by Saad EI-Din
UsC 42 AR Wahba, is Egypt’s nickname. The
AUC 35 play takes place in a little village in

Scores provided by the Sports Department

Egypt during the early 1950s pre-
revolution period.

The storyline focuses on the
mistreatment of a peasant who is
framed with murder. The main con-
flict revolves around a battle for
justice between the district attorney
and the police that shows how cor-
ruption permeates the Egyptian jus-
tice system.

Hani Sami, a theatre sopho-
more, said, “The way the script is
written is simple and straightfor-
ward because the writer wants to
show things exactly the way they
are.”

The set, designed by Stancil
Campbell, chair of the PVA, and
Jeanne Arnold, assistant professor
of the PVA, use of mobile platforms
and displays a design that repre-
sents the open-air atmosphere of the

Nile delta.

“There’s a large cast of 35 char-
acters, so a lot of costumes need to
be designed fast, and the four sepa-
rate departments of production,
which are crafts, millinery, cos-
tumes, and hair and make-up, are all
grouped into one department. It was
a lot of work, but it was something
new and I enjoyed it,” said Dina EI
Sheikh, theater graduate and cos-
tume designer for the production.

The musical score for the show
was composed by Robert Beshara, a
theater senior.

Ahmed Omar, an undeclared
sophomore, plays the role of the
mayor of the village.

“This isn’t my first acting expe-
rience. It has been a great one

‘Al Mahrusa’ unveils the corruption

of the Egyptian judicial system

though, especially working with
Mahmoud El-Lozy, whom I
admire,” said Omar.

Omar El Imam, a business
administration junior who plays the
role of a peasant farmer and is per-
forming for the first time in an AUC
production, said: “Although it’s
very hectic, it’s been a lot of fun
behind the scenes. This play is very
important because it has a lot of
political undertone and tackles
issues of corruption in Egypt, which
is the main reason why I wanted to
act in it.”

The two-hour play is guaran-
teed to leave the audience in
‘Sherlock Holmes’ suspense mode.

Tickets can be purchased at the
Falaki box office for LE 10.
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Dorm lounge hosts game show

By HASsAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

The AUC Zamalek residence
was transformed into a den of
laughter, fun and competition as
15 teams of two players each bat-
tled in the ultimate game show last
Wednesday to win a voucher for a
dinner at Chili’s.

“Finally, [we were able to
organize] an activity that brought
all of the cultures of the dorms
together,” said organizer Nesma El
Kestawi.

“Study abroad students, former
dormitory residents, students from
the LEAD program and even those
living in the Kanzy residence all
joined in to make for a great night,”
said co-organizer Jennifer Dabis.

At 8 p.m. the dorm lobby
became a real live stage as organ-
izers Dabis and El Kestawi, both

biology seniors, played hosts for
the night, making the old TV quiz
show, The Price is Right, look bor-
ing in comparison.

The games began with four
rounds of Pictionary, as the audi-
ence and competitors heckled and
joked about the game’s outrageous
guesses. The show was off with a
bang.

This was the fourth competi-
tion in the residence. This semes-
ter, the organizers opted for a new
idea. According to El Kestawi,
they were looking for something
that “would be fun together,” and
decided on a games night includ-
ing four rounds of Pictionary, four
rounds of charades and one big
finale with a makeshift ‘wheel of
fortune.’

Activities have always been a
vital part of dormitory life and it is
often hard to find activities that

everyone can join. However, the
organizers were quite pleased with
the result of the games night.

Those taking part in the show
claimed it was a lot of fun and rem-
iniscent of old dorm nights. “It’s
really fun to see everyone down-
stairs [in the lobby] with such a
nice atmosphere,” said accounting
junior Zeina Zananiri, who took
part in the show’s first three rounds.
“I’m a really bad loser though, but
it’s all good times.”

Others who simply watched
the show also said they had a lot of
fun getting into the competitive
spirit and laughing along with the
contestants. “People got into it,
and it has been a while since the
dorms had an activity that gath-
ered all of us,” said Angela
Bishara, a mass communications
sophomore.

After the first round of elimi-

Hassan Hassan / THE CARAVAN
DORMIES: Student trying to guess what her partner is attempting to act out,
while the rest watch eagerly in anticipation of the correct answer.

nations, students moved on to the
charades, where winning team-
mates Tasneem Chithiwala and
Wassem Anani, both study abroad
students, had to act out and guess
the movie ‘Legally Blonde,” with
bursts of laughter from hosts,
competitors and audience as
Chithiwala guessed green instead
of blonde.

“I had a really good time and
it was a great activity,” said
Chithiwala. Her partner in crime,
Anani, also enjoyed the night. “It
was fun making an idiot out of
myself for one night,” said
Anani. “We’re all going to go out
as a group to share the voucher,
rather than go out alone. The fun
continues.”

Davidson sets new bar for

criminal law students

By HEBA EL-BIDEWY
Caravan Reporter

Charles Robert Davidson is one of his kind in the
political science department, being the only interna-
tional and criminal law professor. Not only is he a
pioneer in this field, but he also boasts an internation-
al teaching portfolio and passion for law.

Davidson came to AUC after teaching at Baku
State University in Baku, Azerbaijan from 2003-
2005. Previously he taught at Khazar University in
the former Soviet Union for three years. He also used
his academic knowledge in various educational
reform projects in Georgia and Armenia.

At first he majored in the Russian language at the
University of Maryland. However, he had always
been interested in 19th century French literature.
After switching majors from Russian to French liter-
ature, Davidson decided to go to the University of
Paris. For graduate studies, Davidson turned to the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts
University in Massachusetts, where he completed his
master’s and Ph.D. in law.

Davidson was a practicing lawyer in Washington,
D.C. and New York, and worked with the United
States Department of Justice for five years, during
which he worked on constitutional issues as well as
federal terror and drug prosecutions.

Davidson was offered the prestigious Fulbright
scholarship, a program of educational grants, spon-
sored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, and estab-
lished to increase understanding between the U.S. and
other countries through the exchange of people, knowl-
edge, and skills. But he chose to come to Egypt instead.

Davidson has used this experience in ways that
ignite interest in the students and allow them to enjoy
what they are learning. According to Dara Abdel Aziz,
a political science senior, he is able “to pull off” what
other professors have been unsuccessful at achieving.

He makes class extremely interesting and stimu-
lates our thinking by practical methods,” she said.

Hadeel Alaini, political science senior, agrees
with Abdel Aziz, saying, “I’ve never been interested
in a class like this and his teaching techniques are def-
initely one in a million.”

Both students strongly suggest that anyone inter-
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MILLION DOLLAR SMILE: Davidson is helping expand
the field of criminal law study at AUC. He passed up a
Fulbright Scholarship to work in Cairo.

ested in law should take Davidson’s courses, includ-
ing international law, introduction to international
relations and international criminal law. “I’m sure if |
had taken this class with anyone else, it would have
been extremely boring,” said Abdel Aziz.

Davidson hopes to set up a pre-law program at
the university and has aspirations for greater student
interest in law. “I'd like to see a lot more students
involved in international law,” he said.

According to Davidson, “the Egyptian legal sys-
tem is very developed but still, there is room for
reform in access to the system.”

Studying languages is clearly one of Davidson’s
passions. He is currently learning Arabic, along with
maintaining his Russian and previously-studied
French and Farsi. The professor enjoys working out
at the gym four or five times a week. And while his
schedule leaves him with little free time, he can occa-
sionally be found in Zamalek’s chill-out lounges
Sequoia and La Bodega.

Sakia: An under-the-
bridge Ramadan haven

By HASsAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

A breathtaking view of the Nile
lies before you. The warm breeze
hits your face and music plays in
the background. You can’t help but
lean back on the couch, take a
breath of fresh air and smile.

The El Sawy Cultural Center’s
Khan Al Sakia takes a more cultur-
al approach to the concept of
Ramadan tents (kheimas). Its three
variations are a refreshing change
of pace compared to its hipper
counterparts around Cairo.

River Hall, Sakia’s Garden
and the Word 2 Hall play host to
the three tents at the center. Each
of the three tents has a view of the
Nile, offers selections of live per-
formances, and serves both iftar
and sohour. Their decorations are
minimal, and the furnishings are
composed primarily of comfort-
able couches and wooden tables.
The food is provided by Orangette
and Delight, two restaurants locat-
ed next to the Gezira Sporting
Club in Zamalek.

Mohamed El Sawy, the cen-
ter’s founder, wanted a smoke-free
environment in the tents to offer
something unique to Cairo’s
Ramadan nightlife scene.

“We wanted to celebrate
Ramadan by offering people a dif-
ferent environment with no water
pipe (shisha),” said EI Sawy. “[We
also wanted] to protect people’s
ears from the noise of the outside
world with a relaxing atmosphere.”

The atmosphere is the one ele-
ment that stands out at all three
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GARDEN PARADISE: Sakia offers three venues for eating. Pictured here is
the garden dining room.

areas. It is both lively and comfort-
able, perfect for any mood you hap-
pen to be in. In addition, the music
is incredibly relaxing, and is not too
overwhelming, so you can enjoy
both the food and your company.

The food, which is typical of
nearly all Ramadan menus, is
high-quality. The iftar menu
includes soup, a main dish, vari-
ous appetizers (mezze), juice,
water, tea and a selection of orien-
tal desserts, all for a mere LE 45.

At midnight, the tents open for
sohour, and although they offer a
less varied menu with typical foods
such as tehina, foul, ta’amiya and
yogurt, drinks and scrumptious
desserts are also available. Try the
dumplings - they are exquisite,
cooked just right and not too heavy.

The sohour will pull a mere LE
25 out of your wallet, which is
incredibly inexpensive in compari-
son to other tents around Cairo,
whose sohours could cost you
between LE 75-100. According to
El Sawy, the reason for setting such
a reasonable price is because ‘“cul-
ture should be affordable.”

Khan EI Sakia is perfect for
making your strenuous day of
fasting a vague memory, while
filling you up enough that you do
not have to worry about fasting
the next day.

The schedule for ‘sohour’ per-
formances is set for the week. For
more information please visit
http://www.culturewheel.com  or
call 02-7368881 for reservations.

Khan El Sakia, 1 26th of
July St., Zamalek

Hard news.

Soft copy.

THE CARAVAN

Now online

caravan .aucegypt.edu

Q&A

QUESTION:

Former Iraqi president
Saddam Hussein’s trial
is coming up.
What do you think

will happen in his

trial?

“I think they will tor-
ture him to death.”

- Maretta El Kommos,
CS senior

“He will argue and
argue and no one will
listen to him.”

- Samar Saad,
Undeclared freshman

“There is nothing left
to do to him. He will
be executed due to the
number of crimes he
has committed.”

- Bassem Bendary,
EENG sophomore

“He will either be
exiled or given a life
sentence.”
- Rania Omar,
JRMC junior

ap

m not interested.”

- Hussein El Figi,
EENG freshman
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Funnies

Movie Classics
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N|

10

ACROSS

3 "Frankly my dear, | don't give a damn.”
(4,4.3.4)
6 An Englishman's adventure in the
Arabian desert (8,2 6)
8 The rise of World War |l from the
standpoint of this Moroccan city (10)
9 Peter Jackson's remake of this gorilla
classic {4.4)
10 Las Vegas plays host to the Rat Pack's
perfect crime (6,8)
12 This late quadriplegic actor is famous as
his role as Clark Kent {(11,5)
13 This morning meal at this jewelry store
(9,2,8)
14 Star of the Rocky and Rambo series (8)

DOWN

1 This girl and her dog embark on a once-
in-a-lifetime adventure along the yellow
brick road (7}

2 28 years tell the story of this George
Lucas collection (4,4)

4 THE mafia movie (3,9)

5 Man-eating shark that always spoils all
the fun (4)

7 Monster commonly referred to by his
creator's name {12}

8 Ancient Egyptian queen juggles Julius
Caesar and Mark Anthony (2)

11 Look to the sky to find danger in this
Hitchcock classic (5)

/

MAY SARRY

Caravan still seeking cartoonists

SPEAK NOW ...

or forever hold your peace!

Send your thoughts to caravan@aucegypt.edu or amiraelgawly@gmail.com
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Op-Ed
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The Voice

Despite the fact that he knew he had a month left of his social proba-
tion, Mohamed Fathy took over as the SU vice president in mid-September,
and felt it to be perfectly acceptable.

Fathy claims that both Aida Maged, director of student organization
activities, and Mohamed Dabbour, associate dean and director of student
development, indicated that he had a green light to assume his new position.

Perhaps Fathy missed the memo, but the Student Organizations
Disciplinary Committee, which issued his probation last October, explicit-
ly responded to his requests this summer to shorten his probation period by
saying that while he was welcome to participate in SU activities, he would
not be allowed to assume his position as vice president until Oct. 12.

As reported in this issue, Fathy was on probation for two major offens-
es: for organizing a trip to Sharm el Sheikh and publicizing it on campus
without permission, and for using the stamp of the Office of Student
Development to sign a media sponser contract without their permission.

Thus, taking over as vice president before Oct. 12 and violating the
terms of his probation is Fathy’s third offense.

It is evident in Fathy’s repeated pleas of ignorance to each offense that
he has no way to justify his actions in any instance. He either knew they
were wrong from the beginning, or failed to take the necessary steps to
ensure that they were acceptable.

Worse is the fact that the position of vice president is appointed by the
president, who is elected by the students. Despite an exhaustive effort by
our news team to reach SU President Walid El Sallab for a comment, he
continually avoided us, knowing that we had one simple question for him:
“How can you appoint someone who has showed such belligerency toward
university rules to lead the student body?”

We cannot conceive of any reasonable answer that El Sallab might
eventually give, but we welcome his input at any time.

There is a reason that social probation bars students from holding high
offices in the SU. These people are supposed to be leaders, role models and
examples of students who respect the rules of this institution. Fathy, who
should have used his year-long probation as a time to think about his mis-
takes, instead chose to use this time to demonstrate that he lacked respect
for the very thing that aimed to teach him about these values.
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published mate-
rial or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general commu-
nity. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceeding 400
words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the student’s
name, ID number, major and year. Subject headings of e-mails must dis-
tinguish between e-mails that are personal comments to the newspaper
and publishable letters to the editor.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under
no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Monday at 3 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Tuesday at 3 p.m.

View from the top
Women, take thy right

HANAA AHMED
Managing Editor

Several opposition parties
have formed an alliance, called,
The National Front for Change, in
the upcoming Egyptian parlia-
mentary elections to break
National Democratic Party (NDP)
stranglehold on seats in the
People’s Assembly. Many des-

cribe this as a well-planned,
action-oriented strategy.

But my question is how many
women will The National Front for
Change consider nominating for
the elections?

Only two women from opposi-
tion parties currently occupy seats
in the parliament but that’s acceptable because 95 percent of the seats are
occupied by NDP members. There are only nine NDP women members
in the parliament. Among the 454 members in the People’s Assembly,
there are only 11 women who were chosen to represent their districts and
address their economic and social problems.

These figures imply one of two things. The first one is that women
do not have the same capacity as men to serve their country and repre-
sent Egyptian citizens. And the second one is that women’s role and
capabilities are undermined by Egyptian society, which has long support-
ed the notion that women belong in the kitchen.

To those who support the second idea, I would like to say that those
women who belong in the kitchen are the same ones who had marched
side by side with men in the 1919 revolution against the British occupa-
tion. They are also the same women who had managed to acquire high
positions in the Egyptian cabinet during the 1960s. Now there are only
two women ministers in the Egyptian cabinet, a number that shows the
limited amount of progress women in Egypt have achieved over the past
40 years.

This set-back in women’s status should be viewed as a set-back for
Egypt as a whole, since women are a pivotal source for the economic,
social and political well-being of the country. In 2003, women were esti-
mated to be 48.8 percent of the whole population, proving that their con-
tribution is as needed as men.

Although women have the same constitutional rights as men, they
are still regarded as an addition to the society rather than an essential ele-
ment. In order for this to be changed, more women should take part in
Egypt’s political life, contributing equally with men.

The National Front for Change is attempting to change the course of
Egyptian politics by limiting the government’s power in the parliament.
I hope that they don’t forget that women represent half the Egyptian
community --- and that they need to be included in this fight for democ-
racy.

Have an
opinion?
ut it here.

Send your
thoughts to:
caravan@aucegypt.edu

or
amiraelgawly@gmail.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Psych professor commends Caravan on fifth issue

Well done this week on the Caravan. Whatever you did to moti-
vate the students to write on significant topics worked. It was inter-
esting to read and I found the stories about what is happening around
AUC with graduation and other issues compelling. Way to go.

- Matthew Whoolery
Assistant Professor of Psychology

Student complains about AUC’s declaration policy

AUC’s strict declaration system can change students’ goals and
futures, putting too much pressure on them to get high GPAs in order
to be accepted into the major they want.

I was surfing the internet a few days ago and was on the websites
of the best universities in the world. As I was looking through the top
500 universities in the world, I looked for AUC. But I didn’t find it. I
was not so surprised that we did not make it to the ‘world’ list, but I
found that we are not even among the top universities in Africa. I
found that South Africa is the only African country that has world-
class universities. The ranking criteria of the well-equipped universi-
ties were based on the quality of education, the quality of faculty, the
research output and size of institution. I also found out that they have
many common things in their university systems. However, they do
not have the same declaration system as we do. Students attending
those universities declare their majors the day they are admitted to
university.

Concerning our declaration system, I have not seen any ‘world-
class’ university that uses the weird declaration system we have. We
pay money and study hard and then, we end up declaring a major that
we do not want, just because we did not get the required GPA for the
major. It is said, sadly, that AUC is one of the top universities in
Egypt. Other universities around the world allow students to enter the
major they desire directly. Therefore, they can grow in, and learn,
something they like. Furthermore, when I entered university I read an
article that the declaration system would be removed, but until now, it
is still running.

It is my contention that this university made this regulation
because it has a limited number of professors and resources for each
major, therefore, only a certain amount of classes are open, and they
just cannot allow more than a number of students to declare the major.
And they will take the highest GPAs apply in this semester.

Students who don’t declare must wait another semester to see
whether they will declare or not. Maybe the following semester’s GPA
will decrease or increase. It is a matter of luck, depending on the stu-
dents who will apply for declaration. And there’s nothing we can do
about it. We must wait for our lucky turn to declare. Welcome to AUC.

- Shady Abdelmalek
Undeclared freshman

AUC s ‘anti-anonymous’ grading system questioned

One of the things that surprised me as I began my life as a freshmen
— or ‘freshwoman’ (a bad joke I heard on my first day) — was the anti-
anonymous system used in this university. In my high school, teachers
were forced by the school’s system to correct a student’s paper or exam
without knowing any information about the student. This system was
done by cutting the student’s details from the exam paper (i.e. in AUC, it
would be the first page of the booklet), assigning a number to it and
report the number back into the rest of the booklet (excluding the first
page). Then, the papers are given to the professors to grade, and after-
wards the papers are collected and the grades are posted immediately (so
there is no room for any change except if there is a mistake).

In AUC, there are some students who work their way to better grades
and others that convince professors to give them better grades than
deserved for whatever their reason is.

The anonymous grading system prevents this kind of “razbit
(arrangement)” between professors and students, since there is an enor-
mous chance for a professor not to recognize the exam of a certain stu-
dent, unless he identifies the student’s handwriting or writing style. But
this case very rarely occurs since professors will probably see a student’s
handwriting three or four times in a semester (midterms and finals, and
papers are usually typed or corrected by the assistant). This system has
its advantages and disadvantages. On the one hand, doctors will not be
able to grade a student’s exam according to the student, which is good
because students who are not as favored will not be more toughly grad-
ed, and favored students will not be positively graded. This system, how-
ever, excludes the possibility of discussing the improvement of a grade
with a professor.

In my opinion, AUC needs to find a better system of grading their
students in order to be fair with all of its students, whether they are
female or male, Christian or Muslim, white or black, and support Ahly or
Zamalek.

- Celine Berzi
Engineering sophomore

Op-Ed columns should be more compelling

In general I feel the Caravan columns this semester leave a lot to
be desired. They tend to state the obvious or simply repeat issues that
we have heard a zillion times before. I implore Caravan editor-in-chief
Amira El-Gawly to be more demandinig of these columnists and
stamp out laziness. EI-Gawly has done an astonishing job this semes-
ter in every other aspect of the newspaper. She has turned the Caravan
around with the new paper, layout and revitalized news beats. But the
one area which I feel has deteriorated is the columns.

- Khalid El Farra
JRMC senior
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cartoonist responds to criticism by Economics chair

I would like to respond to the letter written by the reader offend-
ed by my cartoon “Our ethical pattern...in a nutshell,” for it is appar-
ent that she has completely misinterpreted the message (which I have
to say is not my responsibility as an artist, because I represent my idea
and yet leave space for reciprocation by the viewer depending on indi-
vidual perception).

I did not reduce relationships to a mere physical attraction. I crit-
icized the manner in which this physical attraction is manifested dif-
ferently according to what time on the Islamic calendar it is [instead
of a consistent ethical code that governs us]. Males are by no means
“helpless” and girls are not seducing “devils.” As a matter of fact, I
despise this stereotypical thought, and I somehow understand how you
might have this misconception in you, because I do encounter this way
of thinking every day. However, if you were to take a closer look, you
would have found this not to be a question of “poor taste,” but rather
stemming from a shallow perspective on your side.

This cartoon criticized the inconsistency of behavioral patterns in
both men and women. Women go to extremes in Ramadan and jump
to the other end of the behavioral spectrum by the end of the month.
Guys do the same thing. My message is indeed like you stated:
“People behave themselves only in Ramadan,” and YES, this deserves
your criticism, but this criticism should not be directed at me or at my
cartoon.

It is a social observation worthy of consideration through this car-
toon. My “definition of good behavior” does not “deserve criticism,”
simply because I didn’t express what my definition of good behavior
is. I pointed out what it is not. Improving ourselves in a holy month
is one thing, and jumping to extremes by the beginning and the end of
this month is another.

I do share your rage at this cliché of blameless men and the fact
that women are continuously being defined by their dress code, but
take a second look and you’ll realize that this is not what the cartoon
is about. The “message” was delivered for those who bothered to
understand it. We do have “pressing issues to worry about” and this
happens to be one of them. Thank you.

- May Sabry
Biology senior

Did we miss
something?

Send your
tips and story ideas to:

caravan@aucegypt.edu
or
amiraelgawly@gmail.com

X SYRIAN MINISTER oF INTERIOR COMMITS "Suicipe "%
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Student leaders stand united against three invites

To the AUC community - faculty, staff, and students:

The commencement ceremony is one of those occasions that all stu-
dents and their families look forward to, for they know they will always
remember and cherish it. This is the crowning moment of their academic
life. In fact, many would argue that families, especially parents, are keener
on attending their children’s graduation than the children themselves.

AUC is indeed a model of the real world — the academic life,
extracurricular activities and social life blend together seamlessly to pre-
pare students for the real world. This adds colossal value to this very spe-
cial night which students wait for years to share with those who are clos-
est to their hearts - be it family, friends or even colleagues.

AUC’s administration, however, happens to think otherwise. They
believe that they can ‘control’ a commencement ceremony by reducing
the number of invitations per graduating student from four to three.

We believe that with the amount of tuition paid per semester, in
addition to the graduation fee, we are entitled to strategic management
that is qualified to deal with this problem at the administrative level.
If the administration is incapable of organizing and controlling the
graduation of 450 students, then they should not be accepting 900 stu-
dents a semester to begin with. The administration was generous
enough, though, to invite two, and we repeat, two students to be part
of the twenty-member committee that decided on the issue by vote.
Needless to say that the rest of the committee consists mainly of staff
members, with few faculty and Senate representatives, and without
any Parents’ Association and Board of Trustees representatives either.
The result, unsurprisingly, was the passing of a decision that conforms
solely to the administration’s desires.

We believe that it should not be the students’ responsibility to
organize their own graduation ceremony, and at the same time, we
should not have to worry about the university infringing on one of our
basic rights (as is the case by trying to reduce the number of invita-
tions). We do not consider the solution presented and approved by the
committee as a solution for the problem. That is why we, the represen-
tatives of the student body, need the support of our colleagues and are
calling for a general meeting between the administration and the stu-
dents of the graduating class of Fall and Summer 2005 in order to dis-
cuss this crucial issue.

- Bassem Abou El-Nasr
Clubs and Conferences Committee chair
EENG senior

- Bassem Raouf
Academic Committee Student Union Chairperson
EENG senior

- George Thabet
Student Council chair
Accounting senior

- Ibrahim El-Houdaiby
Editor-in-Chief of Dimensions newspaper
Political science graduating senior

- Momtaz Moussa
Student Judicial Board Acting Chair
Computer Science graduating senior

- Mohamed Fata
Economics graduating senior

Petition-writer ‘astonished’ at administrative decision

There are no words that can describe my feelings towards graduation.
It is a mixture of sadness - to leave an institution that was a main contrib-
utor in shaping who and what I am today, through the numerous activi-
ties and events that I have participated in throughout my eleven semes-
ters at AUC; and happiness - that I will become an active member of the
labor force, that I will independently reach my future goals, and that,
hopefully, I will make my family proud on Feb. 9, the day I set foot on
stage to receive my graduation certificate.

Words cannot describe my astonishment, not just towards the fact
that the AUC administration decided to limit the number of invitations
per graduate to three, but more towards justifying their decision by say-
ing that this was the only solution that this 86-year-old institution has
come up with to overcome the “noise” in the hall.

AUC students have acknowledged throughout the past years that
they are limited to four invitations due to space restrictions and that pre-
vented them from inviting their extended families and close friends.

Now, should I be in a position to choose between the closest mem-
bers of my family? Should I go to my grandfather, who is longing for that
day to see his grandson on stage and tell him that he cannot attend
because the AUC administration is trying to eliminate the noise? The
four invitations that students used to receive mostly went to family mem-
bers who, by all means, are not the main source of noise in the hall. This
decision reduces the quiet audience members among us and does not
solve the problem.

I believe that graduating seniors should not relinquish their right to
invite their closest relatives, as long as the hall can hold the number of
guests. I also believe that the parents, represented by the Parents’
Association, should have a role in this decision by being represented
among the 20 committee members, which thus far only has two students
representing 450 graduating seniors. I am urging all AUC students,
administration and, above all, faculty members, with their abundant
knowledge and intrinsic methodologies, to contribute their ideas to tack-
le this issue so that our families do not become the victims of the “noise.”

- Mohamed Fata
Economics graduating senior
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