T,
Union,

Council
spar over

budget

BY ETHAR SHALABY
Caravan Reporter

The Student Union (SU)
failed to submit the required
financial plans for the current
academic year, although the
Student Council (SC) has extend-
ed the deadline for plan submis-
sion three times to date, council
sources said.

“The SU did not submit the
plan on the extended deadline and
we [Student Council] took a con-
ditional decision to freeze the
activities of the SU, but the
Office of Student Development
(OSD) did not implement the
decision,” said George Thabet,
the Student Council chair.

Walid El Sallab, SU presi-
dent, said that the SU submitted
all the plans required to the
Student Council, but the financial
plans were delayed because the
SU treasurer had very serious
family problems.

“We wanted to submit a gen-
eral plan to the Student Council
first, then we would submit the
detailed one,” said El Sallab.

According to El Sallab, the
SU will submit all the required
information by the beginning of
this week.

Mohamed Dabbour, OSD
director, said, “We alerted the SU
about the utmost importance of
the deadline set by the Student
Council and the SU did its best to
provide as much information as
they could.”

Dabbour said that the SU will
be submitting all required plans
today.

“We will make sure that the
SU submits all required plans to
the council. However, if the situ-
ation persists and the SU does not
submit the requirements, the
OSD will take serious action and
apply the requests of the Student
Council,” said Dabbour.

According to Thabet, the first
deadline for the Student Union to
submit its plan was Wednesday,
Sept. 14, which was the date of
the first Student Council meeting.

The meeting, however, was
cancelled and the deadline for the
SU was extended to Sunday,
Sept. 18.

“The SU denied being
informed about the date of the
meeting and the deadline for the
plan submission, although we
(SC) informed them.

See UNION, 2
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THE VISION: The proximity of all buildings on the new campus will make the walk from end to end only 10 minutes long.

Start packing: New
campus well underway

Construction of the future AUC campus in New Cairo is

on schedule and is expected to open in the fall of 2007

By Fouap HAMMOUD
Caravan Reporter

Amid skeletons of twisted
steel and poured concrete, dozens
of buildings are beginning to take
shape in the tan sands of the
Egyptian desert. A visitor to
AUC’s future campus in New
Cairo can now see the beginnings
of an amphitheater located in the
middle of a large green park, a
stadium that will seat 2,000 peo-
ple and enough space to park
2,000 cars.

Construction of the new cam-
pus, which is scheduled to open
in September 2007, has been
underway since February 2003,
according to the project’s web-
site. Located in the New Cairo
district off the Ring Road, the
property covers 260 acres of land,
140 of which are marked for new
buildings. The campus is planned
to accommodate a total popula-
tion of 7,000, including 5,500
students and 1,500 staff and fac-
ulty.

Provost Tim Sullivan said he
believes in keeping the size of the
campus infrastructure to a mini-
mum for now.

“This is about getting better,
not bigger,” Sullivan said. Fouad Hammoud / THE CARAVAN
DESERT PARADISE: The new bookstore will be two floors high, with an outdoor
garden and coffee shop, open to outsiders and students.

See CAMPUS, 2
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Sorour aids in

launching AUC’s
Model Parliament

BY SHEREEN EL GAZZAR
Caravan Reporter

Anyone who wants to enter politics should be
aware of the difficulties awaiting him, Ahmed
Fathey Sorour, president of the People’s Assembly,
told the audience at the opening ceremony for the
Model Egyptian Parliament last Tuesday.

Entering the political arena is like “going to
hell,” said Sorour.

Sorour, who entered politics in 1986, discussed
the history of the Egyptian Parliament and its cur-
rent role in the country’s changing political scene,
emphasizing that what he called “real democracy”
came to Egypt only in 1980 with the formation of its
first multi-party Parliament.

“The Egyptian constitution included the 1977
multi- party law, which was not fully implemented.
It wasn’t until 1980 when a real parliament was
formed,” he said.

Sorour advised AUCians interested in entering
politics to develop a broad base of knowledge about
both internal and external issues, adding that they
should not rush to follow particular political ideolo-
gies.

But his warnings were clear.

“The political field is full of frauds and envious
people. A person who works in the political field
must have steady feet and he must know that poli-
tics in its nature has to do with serving the public
and not serving personal goals,” said Sorour.

“I didn’t plan to be a politician, but I’ve entered
the field to serve and not to be served,” said Sorour.

But he admitted that, “I don’t advise my chil-
dren to work in politics.”

After Sorour’s speech, the Egyptian band Wust
el Balad performed in the fountain area, ending the
ceremony.

Looming army
service a nuisance

for males at AUC

By DiNA EL OrRABY
Caravan Reporter

Many male AUC graduates, who have to perform
army service, spend nine months in apprehension and
tension, not knowing whether they will be called to
serve in the army or be excused

All Egyptian males are required to spend at least
one year in the country’s armed services unless they are
excused.

The requirement hits AUC students particularly
hard because many male graduates receive their certifi-
cates in February but cannot apply until July, Gamal
Abou Ameira, a political science graduate, said.

“There are only two periods when the students can
apply for the service. One is from January to June and
the other is from July to December,” said Abou Ameira.

“An entire year of our life is wasted on doing noth-
ing,” said Tarek Jaafar, a mass communications gradu-
ate. Jaafar, who has been waiting for a year to apply for
army service, will find out his military status this
December.

“Professional companies do not accept people like
me unless they know their military status,” said Jaafar.
“They simply do not want to take the risk and then have
to let you go after letting you in on the company’s
secrets.”

See ARMY, 2
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The “HOOD” hops its way through AUC

Hassan Hassan / THE CARAVAN

BREAKING OUT: Front Row (Left to right): Salma Salem, Naomi Sobol,
Nadine Milad, Noura Seif, Sara Ashkar, Sara Selim, Sherry Milad, Loula Selim,
Shahira Hamdy, Yasmine Mohamed. Back Row (Left to right): Mahmoud
Shoukry, Hossam Ismail Aly, Mohamed Zacharia, Va'shajn Parr.

By HASSAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

The crowd cheered as 14 AUC
students gave an outstanding per-
formance, rocking the stage with
their passion for hip hop and raising
LE 600 for charity.

Hallucinations of Obsessive
Dancers (H.0.0.D) gave a highly
successful performance in front of a
packed Ewart Hall last Sunday. The
performance’s main aim was to
raise money for charity, and
although the tickets were free,
donation boxes were available on
stage during the performance and at
the exits.

The audience was amazed by
H.0.0.D.’s performance. “They
were great! They’re very energetic
and they’re from AUC, which
makes me proud,” said Andrew
Shaheed, an engineering junior.

Another impressed audience
member, Nesma El Kestawi, a biol-
ogy senior, could not stop smiling.
“Absolutely 100 percent amazing! I
really hope we see more,” she said.

The show began with a docu-
mentary of the group’s history,
introducing the group and the indi-
vidual dancers to the audience.

As the curtains rose, H.O.0.D.
emerged with the hit song Lose My
Breath by Destiny’s Child. The cho-
reography of each performance was
created and rehearsed by the group
members.

The show continued with per-
formances of the songs Pop by
N’Sync and Like I Love You by
Justin Timberlake.

The highlight of the show was
the club’s performance of In The
Closet by Michael Jackson, the
‘king of dance.’

The show ended with a climac-
tic and impeccable performance of

Lose Control by Missy Elliot,
where the whole team came on
stage and performed a dance that
was choreographed only two days
prior to the show.

H.0.0.D won first prize in last
semester’s talent show, where they
wowed the audience with their
impressive technique and talent.

H.0.0.D was formed last fall,
when dance masterminds Yasmine
Mohemmed, an art senior, and
Mahmoud Shoukry, a mass com-
munications sophomore, decided
that AUC needed a hip hop dance
club.

“Mahmoud wanted to form a
dance group and we both knew of
the others’ dancing background.
[When] I asked them to form the
group, they became psyched and it
just kind of happened,” said
Mohemmed.

“[I’'ve] been dancing for the
past four years and was hoping

AUC would be one of the ways to
meet people with mutual interests.
[I thought] it would be a great way
to do something we loved in a
group of people who loved to do it
too, thus H.O.0.D was born,” said
Shoukry.

Loula Selim, a business admin-
istration junior and the vice presi-
dent of H.O.0.D., was more than
ready to jump on the wagon when
the idea was proposed to her.

“My main motive in joining
was being in a group that loves
dancing as much as I do,” said
Selim. “I love the group because
we're all friends and we all love
what we do. I learned how to run a
group and how to be professional
when it comes to work.”

The show was an absolute suc-
cess, with both the audience and
dancers enjoying themselves. It was
an unforgettable, and hopefully not
the last, H.O.0.D. performance.

UNION: SU activities

safe after Union able

to present new budget
CONTINUED FROM 1

“So we sent them an official message on Monday,
Sept.19 to notify them that their third deadline for sub-
mitting the plan had become Wednesday, Sept. 21,” said
Thabet.

“In spite of sending an official notification to the
OSD to freeze the SU activities, the notification was not
implemented and the Student Council found no need to
escalate the situation because the SU submitted more
budgets before the Student Council’s following meet-
ing,” said Thabet.

The Student Council held a meeting on Monday,
Sept. 26 to discuss the plans submitted, but according to
Thabet, the plans were not detailed and were considered
incomplete, except for the activities committee’s finan-
cial plan.

Moustafa Khalil, a graduate student representative
on the Student Council, said that in the following
semester, the Student Council will ask the SU to submit
one consolidated plan from all SU committees.

“We deal with the SU as an institution, not with
separate committees. That’s why we will ask for one
plan from the SU president that includes the detailed
plans of each committee,” said Khalil.

Joshua Adland / THE CARAVAN

WAKE UP CALL: From left, Union officials George Thabet, Walid El Sallab, Hussein Abo El Soud, Amr El-Hoteiby,
Karim Hazem and Omar Ishak discuss the possible repercussions for the Union’s failure to submit a timely budget.

CAMPUS: University aiming for ‘better, not bigger’

CONTINUED FROM 1

Many of the designers and provost agree that a
significant drawback of the new campus is its dis-
tance from the heart of Cairo. They say they feel
that the experience won’t be the same for interna-
tional and national students, who may feel excluded
from Cairo society.

Hussein El-Sharkawy, vice president of new
campus development, agreed that the move will,
“deprive those international students from the first-
hand experience [of living in downtown Cairo].”

Shuttle buses will be available for students to
and from campus to many different locations
around Cairo.

The new campus will be an extreme move for
AUC, which has occupied a prominent spot in the
heart of Cairo for more than 90 years.

Sullivan hopes that students will realize the new
campus is “a place for living and learning, not just
a place to take a class.”

Designed to be compact, the new space is meant
to resemble an Egyptian-style village with a main
“spine” road through the middle. It will take stu-
dents approximately 10 minutes to walk from one
side of the campus to the other along the spine.

According to El-Sharkawy, “to have a pedestri-
an campus given our climate, you have to shorten
the distance.”

Sullivan believes that closer proximity of build-
ings will “enable everyone to interact more fre-
quently and more casually.”

The centerpiece of the campus “spine” is the

new AUC library, built with a more student-friend-
ly atmosphere in mind. The library, which is larger
than the current Greek campus library, will be able
to hold 700,000 books and will be the first finished
building on the campus.

A sunroom for reading will encompass a large
area of the lower floor and students will also have
access to an outdoor reading area next to the library.

Encircling the campus will be a ring road, out-
side of all buildings and recreation areas. This will
be the only campus road, and all parking areas will
be outside the ring.

Each school on campus will have its own build-
ing, no higher than three floors, as well as its own
courtyard and cafeteria. All buildings are connected
by shaded walkways, or bridges between roofs.
Additionally, the roofs are designed so that outdoor
classes and discussions can take place.

All classrooms will be technologically
advanced. Like the current campus, wireless inter-
net will be available.

“The campus provides lots of facilities that fos-
ter [liberal arts] interactions,” said Ashraf Salloum,
director of planning and design of the new campus
development.

One facility not available on the present AUC
campus will be a “campus center,” which will serve
as a hub for students and staff.

The new campus center will be built to foster
various types of interaction between students and
faculty. It will include dining rooms, a food court
with three different food outlets, student activities
center, student club offices, the Student Union, a
TV lounge, a billiard lounge and other extra-curric-
ular facilities. It will also serve as a mini-confer-

ence center with an auditorium holding up to 1,500
people.

A few steps away from the new campus center
are the new athletic facilities, fully equipped for any
sport in which a student may be interested. The
facilities include a soccer court, six tennis courts,
two outdoor basketball courts, a handball court,
three volleyball courts, an eight-lane track and an
Olympic-size swimming pool.

According to Mohamed Taher Ragab, the sports
department director, there will be a three-floor gym-
nasium housing basketball courts, a martial arts
hall, a table tennis hall, training rooms, six squash
courts (one of which can hold spectators), locker
rooms, multiple gyms and aerobics halls.

A 2,000 seat stadium is located adjacent to these
facilities, and a 4.5 km jogging and cycling track
will circle the outer area of the campus.

The on-campus dormitories, located next to the
sports complex, are designed to accommodate 400
students.

“Students have to be on campus to really expe-
rience the campus life,” said El-Sharkawy.

Ten homes are under construction, each accom-
modating 40 students. Each home will have single
and multi-person bedrooms in groups of four. These
suites are equipped with a shared kitchenette, bath-
room and living area.

The buildings have their own courtyard, and all
houses share a common courtyard for social interac-
tion between students.

The master plan leaves space for additional
homes to be built in the future, but does not include
any plans for a large hotel-style dorm similar to the
current facility in Zamalek.

ARMY A nerve-wrecking

wait for an unknown future
CONTINUED FROM 1

According to the Defense Ministry’s mobilization
and drafting guidelines, only Egyptian male graduates
with heath problems that could prevent them from serv-
ing in the army, or sons with a deceased father or sons
with a father who does not support the family financial-
ly, are permanently excused from the army.

“I wasted a lot of opportunities because of not being
able to know about my military status. Now I work tem-
porarily in the Office of Student Development as an
assistant for the finance manager,” said Ahmed Adel, a
physics graduate.

Adel, who will be enrolled in the army as a soldier
in October, said that companies always ask about mili-
tary status before hiring job applicants.

In the army, two factors play a role in determining
your military status as enlisted or excused: having con-
tacts and luck.

“If you have contacts, it can be effective in the
medical examination,” said Mohamed Nada, a comput-
er science graduate who is currently a private in the
army.

Wael El Sahhar, a computer science graduate and
SU president in 2004, is currently serving as a private in
an army center of information systems.

El Sahhar’s camp is located in Qewesna, which is
supposed to be one of the cleanest camps, he said.
However, he complains about the lack of hot water for
bathing and the absence of fresh water for drinking. As
for the food, “it is below average,” said El Sahhar.

Normally, soldiers train for nine hours, but El
Sahhar considers himself lucky because he started in the
month of Ramadan, when he only had to train for six
hours.

For El Sahhar and others, army service causes prob-
lems in their lives. “Besides the delay of work, I have
lost a lot of my technical experience, which I learned at
AUC, because you do not practice anymore,” said El
Sahhar.

Marwan Al Abbady, a mechanical engineering
graduate and SU president in 2005, had to postpone his
marriage plans because he still does not know his mili-
tary status. Adel’s engagement plans were also called off
because he is going to join the army soon.

However, some students admitted that serving in
the army has a positive side.

“You get to deal with different mentalities and peo-
ple from different social classes and this makes you
broader-minded,” said El Sahhar.

During Nada’s experience in the army, he was
exposed to the harsh side of life, making him more
resilient. He said that he can last a whole day without
drinking water.

“I have become a colder, calmer and more self- dis-
ciplined person than I used to be before getting into the
army,” said Maged Ali, a computer science graduate.

Some male AUC graduates advise other male stu-
dents to use this long period of waiting wisely.

“Work really hard at university and try to have
something already planned because otherwise you will
be staying at home doing nothing,” said Jaafar.

“Keep learning and reading so that you do not lose
what you have learned in university,” said El Sahhar.

“Do not postpone everything until the last minute,
[and] get some experience because you will forget what
you learned in time,” said Nada.

“We all know that the army is not optional in Egypt,
but if you figure out its positives and negatives, you will
be able to maintain the balance,” said El Sahhar.
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Making their point,
one ‘t’ at a time

From mean to obscene, and

sometimes just plain hilarious, STs

are gaining popularity at AUC

By PAssaND EL HAMMAMI
Caravan Reporter

“I’'m busy. You’re ugly. Have
anice day.” Isn’t it great when you
walk into university and the first
thing you see is a statement like
that on someone’s t-shirt?

Although students have been
wearing t-shirts with such com-
ments for some time, these state-
ment tees (ST) have become a new
fashion trend at AUC. Major
brands such as FCUK, Aber-
crombie and Fitch, American
Eagle and Forever21 have started
the ST trend.

Students have different rea-
sons for wearing ST and have dif-
ferent opinions regarding the array
of funny, sarcastic and shocking
sayings and pictures displayed on
the t-shirts.

Maged Fakhr, an economics
junior, said he wears an ST
because it’s “self-satisfactory.” He
added, “What it says expresses
your wild side,” Wild indeed.

“[The t-shirts] convey a mes-
sage some people can relate to,”
said Mohamed Nada, a business
administration senior, because the
statements are often humorous,
even if they are extravagant and
mildly offensive.

Female students also wear
messages on their t-shirts, but few
go for the shockers many guys
seem to prefer.

Wearing an ST that says,
“Brunettes are so hot right now,”
Amina El Demirdash, an econom-
ics sophomore, said, “My friend
bought this [ST] for me, but I
agree with the statement.”

Karim Molgneux Berry said,
an art sophomore, said he wears
the shirts“to make a statement
about sexuality in Egypt.”

“I thought it would catch peo-
ple’s attention,” shirt wearer
Ahmed Sobhy, a business adminis-
tration senior, said.

Linz brings

experience,

talent to the AUC press

BY SHEREEN EL GAZZAR
Caravan Reporter

Tucked in an unassuming five-storey townhouse on
Mohamed Mahmoud street directly across from the
entrance to the main campus, The AUC Press is one of
the university’s lesser-known treasures.

The AUC Press currently has a staff of 60 members,
only six of which are Americans.

Nabila Akl, the AUC Press promotion manager, has
been working with Linz for the past 10 years. “He is a
very good director,” she said. “He gives you the free-
dom [to] create new ideas. When he finds an idea that is
good, he backs you up.”

Linz was raised and

Founded in 1960, AUC
Press now has more than
600 titles in print, including
scholarly and reference
works, general books on
ancient and modern Egypt
and the Middle East as well
as Arabic literature in
English translation, most
notably the works of Naguib
Mahfouz, Egypt’s Nobel
Prize-winning novelist.

The press is the leading
English language press in
the region and one of the
foremost  publishers  of
works from and about the
Middle East in the world.

The man behind much
of this success is the director
of the AUC Press, Mark
Linz, a tall man widely rec-
ognized around campus by
his snow white hair and ram-
rod-straight bearing.

The AUC Press is responsible for bridging the gap
between Egyptian culture and other cultures, said Linz.
For example, it has published more than 30 texts by
Naguib Mahfouz in English, most of which have been
translated into nearly 40 other languages.

When he won the Nobel Prize for literature in
1988, Mahfouz said, “The translations published by the
AUC Press were probably the reason for winning the
prize.” Without them, the Nobel judges would have had
no way of reading his work.

Linz describes his own work at the AUC press as
the greatest challenge in his career. “[Our aim was]
forming a professional, productive, profitable enterprise
more like the hundreds of publishing houses in North
America and Europe,” he stated. “To achieve that, you
need to find and train professional staff in the publish-
ing area.”

POWER OF THE PRESS: Linz’s career was spent
almost entirely on book publishing and spreading knowl-
edge about different cultures.

educated in Cologne and
Frankfurt, where he
became interested in pub-
lishing as a teenager.
Every October, he returns
to Germany to participate
in its worldwide book fair.
In his early 20’s, Linz
traveled to New York and
worked for The Crossroad
Publishing ~ Company,
where he became a vice-
president at 23, and then
left to found Continuum
Publishing ~ Company,
which he sold in 1998.

Following the sale, he
moved to Cairo.

“My first visit to the
AUC Press in Cairo was
like my first assignment
or a midlife challenge,” he
said. “A new university
press is very important in
this part of the world. It was an interesting opportunity
for me.”

Galal Amin, an economics professor at AUC, has
authored two books, one the popular, “Whatever hap-
pened to the Egyptians?” with AUC Press. About his
experience working with the Press and Linz, Amin said
simply, “I am very happy with my experience; they are
one of the most useful things at AUC.”

Akl added that Linz’s friendly attitude, coupled
with a high degree of professionalism and wisdom, has
made many Egyptians want to work with him, and the
feeling is mutual.

Linz’s future career goals include a five-year plan
that ends with the AUC Press’s 50t anniversary in
2010. During that time, Linz plans to expand the over-
all number of publications to 60-100 a year. He also
plans a greatly expanded bookstore in the new campus.

Shereen El Gazzar / THE CARAVAN

Standing ovation for ‘“W’enta’

By NazLy ABOU SEIF
Caravan Reporter

In the spirit of the first opening
night of AUC’s theater season, the
audience rewarded ‘W Enta...
Bete’mel eih?” with a standing ova-
tion.

Nada Thabet, an AUC theater
alumni, directed and produced this
very tasteful comedy which took
place at the New Falaki Theater on
the evenings of Sept. 26-27. Cheers
and laughter accompanied the cre-
ative effects that gave this play a
winning touch.

Unexpected and humorous
songs weave in and out of the show,
artistic lights flickered from behind,
and sudden switches to flashback
scenes in the middle of the act are
just some characteristics that made
this evening a big success.

The plot of the play is a combi-
nation of stories that tackle exam-
ples of real events that people from
different classes go through.

Most of the scenes were not
fully connected; instead each act
portrayed a separate view of a cer-

tain issue.

“This was mainly an impro-
vised kind of work,” said Thabet. A
collection of random contemporary
Arab short stories was the main cat-
alyst behind this improvisation, she
added.

“Characters were then pulled
out of context and put together to
create a pool of traits. We then
developed the characters by letting
each actor pick two of those traits,
until we managed to combine them
into a series of stories to [make] one
play that could no longer be linked
to the original stories.”

The five main characters of the
play were Youssef El Sharkawy
played by Asser Yassin, Ensherah
by Sally El Bayoumi, Karima by
Yara Atef Goubran, Aliaa by Marwa
Hussein and Chantal by Diana
Brauch.

“All five actors and actresses
performed  remarkably,”  said
Shahira Tarek, an undeclared soph-
omore. “I was impressed by the way
scenes suddenly switched and over-
lapped, and how the music was
well-placed and relevant.”

Resala hosts ‘special’ entertainment

By YasmMIN EL GAMAL
Caravan Reporter

For the first time, the Resala
charity club coordinated with its
parent organization, the Resala
NGO, to showcase the talents of
disabled students at Ewart Hall
on Thursday, Sept. 22.

The jam-packed hall hosted
many  celebrities  including
Mohamed Lotfy, Madiha Hamdy,
Hanan Turk, Azza Labib and the
show’s host, Tarek Allam.

The event aimed to encour-
age disabled children and youth
and boost their self-esteem, said
Amira Maamoun, president of
AUC’s Resala charity club.

Hanzada Abou Youssef, mass

communication junior, said, “The
attendance is overwhelming and [
am very touched emotionally that
the deaf and mute could dance to
the music and had very expres-
sive actions.”

The entertainment program
reflected a national theme. The
sketches all used patriotic songs
in the background, such as
Egypt’s national anthem “Belady
(My Country),” “Law Konna
Benhebaha (If We Loved Her),”
and “El Nour Makano Fel Oloob
(The Light’s Place is in the
Hearts).”

“Resala is a very nice place
because we are all like brothers
and sisters,” said 16-year-old
Zahra Mostafa, who is mentally
disabled.

Q&A

QUESTION:
What is the
most annoying
thing about AUC?

“Bureaucracy.”

- Ziad Abu El Nasr,
Economics freshman

“Declaration.”

- Fady George,
Undeclared
sophomore

“Cats and smoking.”

- Nadia Akbar,
Middle East studies
junior

“Walking from one

campus to another.”
- Noha Abdelfatah,
JRMC junior

“Greek Campus is too
crowded.”

- Sara Thakeb,

POLS freshman
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The Voice

It’s not every day that an inspirational person walks into our
lives, but unfortunately, it feels too many times that these inspira-
tional people are dismissed and removed from our presence for rea-
sons unfathomable. Earleen Fisher, our former Caravan advisor, was
nothing short of the personification of motivation and inspiration.
However at the beginning of the fall semester, we returned to the uni-
versity to learn that AUC did not renew her contract.

Fisher taught us about true journalism and demanded from us the
highest of standards. For many of us, she was our guiding light. She
added clarity to our goals and brought out the journalistic potential
in each of us. Despite the losing battles fought over the summer to
keep her at AUC, we will each carry with us the seeds that she plant-
ed within us. It is a shame that some professors, even after keeping
classes on their toes and always showing dedication and love for
what they were employed to do, are still let go of by AUC.

Fisher showed us that you don’t need a Ph.D. to teach, to chal-
lenge and to inspire. She proved that successful teaching and learn-
ing result from experience and 36 years of fieldwork. After all, qual-
ity of mentorship is far more important than quantity of scholarship.

Ironically, she now heads Middle East and North Africa Media
(MENA), a U.S. State Department-funded project to train print and
broadcast journalists and push for media law reform.

We wish Fisher the best in Lebanon, where the new organization
will be headquartered. And we thank her for her dedication and wis-
dom.
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published
material or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general
community. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceed-
ing 400 words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the stu-
dent’s name, ID number, major and year.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under

no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Tuesday at 3 p.m.

Funds necessary for success of great institutions

Apart from the improved layout of our campus newspaper, an opin-
ion column titled “University Lovin’” got my attention and I'd like to
offer a different perspective on the issue and comment on a few things
that I thought were misleading. I can’t say I’m happy about the increase
in tuition. Financial matters at university level are a very delicate matter
as they may include sums exceeding seven figures, which is why experts
are hired to ensure that the money is invested wisely. The money that
goes to the new campus is money going to a better reputation, which at
the end of the day helps us, the students, whether graduated or not.

T also can’t claim I’'m happy about the few members of the faculty in
general who are not taking their job seriously; however there are some
very devoted part-time faculty who deserve mention. Their part-time sta-
tus is certainly not indicative of their abilities.

The article also claims that forms seem to be the only free thing the
university can offer. Well, firstly they are not free and are surely account-
ed for as part of paper and ink allowances funded by the very tuition that
the article “University Lovin’” is complaining about. Most importantly,
if someone is looking for free stuff, this university is not the place to look
for it. It is a private academic institution that relies on tuition to provide
something above the average.

Truth be told, this university is far from perfect, but there is some-
thing fundamentally wrong in writing an article that simply criticizes
without offering feasible solutions or praising the feats that have already
been accomplished.

Let’s face it, the university loves you because its very purpose is to
serve you by providing a good, competitive education. That is why you
should love it too, regardless of its imperfection. If you really had a bet-
ter and affordable alternative, regardless of any other extenuating cir-
cumstances, you wouldn’t be here.

- Yousef Gamal El Din
JRMC Junior

Cartoon imagery was insensitive: Part Il

I would like to make a few comments about the cartoon from the
Sept. 18, 2005 issue of the Caravan which depicted two towers and the
two planes labeled “Katrina” and “Oil Prices” about to fly into the twin
towers in New York City. The caption reads “4 years after 9-11.”

First of all, as a study-abroad student from New York, I am deeply
offended by this blatant political statement regarding the Bush adminis-
tration. I am not so much offended by the author’s opinion, for I am sure
many Americans would agree with it, but more so about the author’s use
of what happened on 9/11 to convey his opinions.

Both Egypt and the US have been affected by terrorism and it is not
something one should joke about. Have you forgotten about the thou-
sands of people who died that day and the many thousands more who
were affected by it? When I first saw the cartoon, what immediately
came to mind, after pure disgust, was something that Tomader Rifaat
from the ISSO said during our orientation. She told the international stu-
dents that it was okay for Egyptians to criticize and joke about Egyptian
politics, but that we, (meaning international students), should not dare
make any such comments. I, for one, agree with her, although I don’t
believe it should only go one way. In other words, stick to criticizing
your own government and leave the Americans to criticize theirs. If 1
have misconstrued the author’s intended meaning in the cartoon, then I
apologize. However, this is one of the difficulties an individual will face
when depicting thoughts/opinions with drawings.

As a final thought, I also believe it was considerably tactless of the
editors of the Caravan to include this cartoon in the same edition as the
article about the “Ground Zero: 9/11/01” photo exhibit by Lucie
Pavlovich.

- Amanda Boehlert
Archaeology/Egyptology Study Abroad

Caravan cartoonist rebuts last week’s letter

I was not “shocked” when I read in the Sept. 25 issue of the Caravan
Tommi Drum’s comment on my cartoon, “4 Years after 9-11.”

Drum missed some fundamental rules that govern criticism of art-
work when he said, “I am sorry for the author who has shown his igno-
rance,” and “please begin this by not allowing trash like this to be pub-
lished.”

Drum also said, “Nothing is gained and any point he may have want-
ed to make was lost when he failed to honor the symbol of that awful
day.”

In my opinion, Drum misses the point that the twin towers are also a
symbol of the failure of Bush’s cabinet to protect their own citizens’
lives. If Drum grieves for the victims of 9-11, he should have noticed that
in my cartoon, I grieve for victims of the Gulf wars (the primary reason
behind the boost of oil prices, and the pride of Bush’s administration), as
well as the victims of Hurricane Katrina (during which Bush’s adminis-
tration admitted they were reluctant to take necessary measures to save
peoples’ lives). Accordingly, the intention behind my cartoon was to
show that the part that I should “fail to honor” is Bush’s administration,
and not the victims of 9-11, Katrina, or the Gulf wars.

- Ayman el Hakea
Construction engineering Senior

Have an opinion? Put it here.

Send your
thoughts to:
caravan@aucegypt.edu
or
amiraelgawly@gmail.com

The Paradox
of the Hijab

For Egyptian women, the veil may not only
be a sign of modesty, but also one of unity

KRYSTLE KAUL
International Relations Study Abroad/American University in Washington, D.C.

Women in Islam is an often discussed topic throughout the world.
Western women, especially, perceive Islamic women to be subordinate and
oppressed. However, this stereotype is exactly that - a generalization made
by one group of people about another. Thus, this Orientalist mind set is
what creates a falsified image of the East in the eyes of the West.

Upon my arrival at AUC, I was surprised to find so many women
veiled because it contradicts all the Islamic feminist literature published
on Egyptian women. Egyptian women are considered the most progres-
sive and the strongest women’s rights advocates in all of the Middle East.
They created the Egyptian Feminist Union and were the first women to
rally enormous popular support to unveil within Egypt in the 1930s.
Egyptian women have always been the first to speak out against
women’s rights violations and the first to take action against the govern-
ment.

The hijab has been used as a political tool within Egypt: first with the
de-veiling movement in the 1930s to gain public attention and then again
in the 1970s with the re-veiling movement to symbolize unity. It is for
this reason that I am curious about the cyclical nature of the disappear-
ance and the appearance of the veil.

AUC is considered one of the largest and most prestigious universi-
ties in the Middle East. AUC classes are filled with female students clad
in various forms of attire from westernized clothing to the abaya. The
question is not so much why the veil, but why now? The hijab has not
historically been worn in Egypt for purely religious reasons, but rather
for political ones.

As a foreign student, I am simply observing my surroundings. But
as a student focusing on feminism in Islam, I am intrigued by the new
phenomenon of the predominance of the veil in Egyptian society.
However, the question at hand is the future of Egyptian women and what
they will do next.

Shareen says:
The rules ...

Trying to understand the sighting,
the chase and the catch

SHAREEN NASR-EL-DIN
cameljockey16 @ hotmail.com

It was your average Friday
afternoon and my best friend
and I were lounging lazily on the
couch indulging in our latest
purchase ... a relationship rule
book. Once I had seen it in a
bookstore, 1 couldn’t help but
buy it and see what advice “pro-
fessionals” were selling to
people.

The book displayed your
average rules. Don’t call the
guy, act mysterious, don’t talk
too much, and try to maintain a
calm equilibrium, blah, blah,
blah. Oh and of course, there was my favorite, never tell the guy how
you feel about him first.

On my way home from Maadi, I kept tossing the rules around in
my mind. I wasn’t contemplating how to implement them on my next
crush, but I was thinking how stupid it is that with the rules, people
can’t just be themselves and, more specifically, women are urged to
keep their emotions to themselves. What’s even sadder is that the rules
are, to some extent, a reflection of the kind of a woman society wants.

Why is it that when a woman goes out on a limb and confesses her
love, she only gets a confession of dislike? Furthermore, why is it
when a man comes to “sweep a woman off her feet” he usually sweeps
the world with his charm?

What ever happened to taking the straightforward approach, not
only in relationships, but in everything? Why do men feel that in order
to win it all, they have to play a game?

But on a slightly different note, another thing that my best friend
and I had learned that day is that there are people who want every-
thing, and people who want what they can’t have. The most important
lesson, however, is never settle. It’s not about not getting what you
can’t have ... it’s about keeping what you’ve got and being satisfied
with it. Sometimes many of us forget that.
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troubled, colorful town 10 Journalist by day, cosmo girl by night 15 ] — 1 — .
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