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Arnold: Graduation,
re-accreditation top

priorities for AUC

By SHEREEN EL GAZZAR
Caravan Reporter

The qualifications of AUC’s
faculty, its upcoming eight-year
re-accreditation and reorganizing
the graduation ceremony are top
priorities for the university this
year, said President David
Arnold.

In a meeting with Caravan
staff last Tuesday, Arnold said the
university is looking at two
options for graduation. The first
one is to hold the ceremony at the
new campus to accomodate all
the graduates at the same time.
The second option is to split grad-
uation into three smaller com-
mencements, one for each school.

“What’s not an option is con-
tinuing it the way we have been
doing,” said Arnold.

Re-accreditation is particu-
larly important right now because
many new universities are open-
ing in Egypt and “we need AUC
to stand out among them,” he
said. Arnold also emphasized that
AUC’s re-accreditation is a
“quality issue,” that makes the
university’s graduates eligible for
graduate schooling anywhere in
the world.

“AUC is a fully accredited
university all over the world. Our
degrees are accredited for work
and study in the U.S. just as if we
were part of the U.S.,” said
Arnold.

The university is accredited
every eight years by the
Commission on Higher
Education of the Middle States
Association of Colleges and
Schools. AUC was last accredit-
ed in 1998.

For the past three years, he
said the university has also been

working on improving its aca-
demic program and the quality of
its faculty, adding more than 20
new positions.

Qualifications for those new
faculty members depend on the
specialization they teach, he said,
adding that departments like jour-
nalism and mass communication
and business require more experi-
ence in the field.

The university also maintains
diversity among its faculty by
ensuring that 50 percent are
Egyptian, 40 percent American
and 10 percent other nationalities,
he said.

Arnold also stressed the
importance of the AUC Center
for Learning and Teaching’s role
in developing and supporting fac-
ulty. “Every teacher has room for
improvement in terms of skills
and teaching methods. We intro-
duce faculty members to new
teaching  techniques,”  said
Arnold.

Continuous revision of the
Core Curriculum is another prior-
ity: “The Core Curriculum’s
emphasis on a liberal education
has to be seen by students as fresh
and relevant and not just as some-
thing that they have to do.
Revising and updating it continue
[to be] a core value for AUC,” he
said.

Arnold also emphasized that
AUC is more than an academic
institution, explaining that its
Social Research Center and serv-
ice clubs play an important part in
its mission.

“It is very important that
AUC students not only do well in
their lives but also do good for
their society. This is all a part of
the mission of making AUC a
world-class university,” he said.

Ibrahim back at AUC after sabbatical

By MARIA VINCI
Caravan Editor

Saad Eddin Ibrahim, one of
the few Egyptians whose name is
recognized worldwide, is known
to some as a former presidential
candidate, to others as a political
and human rights activist impris-
oned by the Egyptian government

bilizing Egyptian society.

But the 66-year-old AUC
sociology professor wants none
of that. He would prefer to be
remembered more simply — as a
man who lived and died fighting
for democracy in the Arab world,
as a man who is always happiest
in Egypt despite its politics and
as a patriot.

But that doesn’t mean he’ll

its recent presidential elections.

After spending six months in
the U.S. on a sabbatical leave,
Ibrahim, who originally left
Egypt to write his prison mem-
oirs, ended up touring France to
promote his candidature for the
Egyptian elections.

“The elections were historic,
but were neither fair nor free,”
said Ibrahim.

sen in a multi-candidate competi-
tion, said Ibrahim. “The principle
is new and that’s what makes it
historic.”

But he said that the regime
did not want the elections to be
free and fair. For example, he
criticized the fact that an official
candidate had to be a member of
a recognized political party for

five years and could not hold dual

for his activities and to still oth- tone down his views on what’s For the first time in Egypt’s  citizenship.
ers as a renegade intent on desta- ~ going on in Egypt and his anger at  history, a head of state was cho- See IBRAHIM, 2
A NEW FLAVOR Engineering
specializations

——

Appefite for Life

Cilantro, a popular coffee destination for AUC students on Mohamed Mahmoud St., opened
a new sleek, plush second floor sitting area last week. The upper floor offers outdoor seat-
ing on two small balconies, and the spacious interior invites customers to sit for hours.
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await approval

By ETHAR SHALABY
Caravan Reporter

Despite rumors of three new
engineering majors, the school of
sciences and engineering (SSE) is
still working on a strategic plan to
begin adding new majors in two
years.

No decisions have been made,
said SSE dean Medhat Haroun.
“We are studying potentials for new
programs and rumors started that
we already have the programs.
These are just things that could hap-
pen in two years,” he said.

According to Haroun, SSE fac-
ulty members have not decided on
anything yet. In their meetings,
however, they have discussed new
areas of a high interest to students,
parents, faculty and the job market.

The school of sciences and
engineering is taking the first step to
identify potential new majors and
the resources they will need to be
implemented. Haroun said that
introducing these majors is a long
process that includes setting up a
plan, presenting it to the AUC
administration and then finally get-
ting it approved by the Faculty
Senate.

See MAJORS, 2

Israelis, Egyptians look for common ground with Seeds of Peace

BRIDGING GAPS: Left to right: Sherif Botros, study abroad student; Shereen El Sammaa, AUC; Yheya El-Decken,
AUC; Sarah Refaat, MSA; Khaled Rasmy, Cairo University; and Omar Khaled, Cairo University.

By DiNA EL ORABY

Caravan Reporter

Four AUC students have returned to the universi-
ty with new ideas about Israeli students and the
Palestinian —Israeli conflict as a whole after partici-
pating in a Seeds of Peace International Camp this
summer in Maine, U.S.

Shereen El Sammaa, a business senior; Karim
Hussein, a mechanical engineering graduate; May
Abu Samra, who is doing a year abroad, and a fourth
student who refused to publish his name, were among
students from conflict areas around the world who
participated in the three-week leadership summit.

“I am not saying that after this experience I start-
ed to love Israelis, but now I can argue and talk with
them and I have become more aware of the conflict
itself,” said Hussein.

El Sammaa said, “They are now normal people
[to me], who have our same daily problems.”

According to the official website of Seeds for

Peace, it was founded in 1993, and is dedicated “to
empowering young leaders from regions of conflict
with the leadership skills required to advance recon-
ciliation and coexistence.”

Although the organization focuses on the Middle
East, especially Israel, Palestine and Egypt, it says it
has expanded to include over 2,500 young people
from conflict regions around the world.

In the program, participants from Israel and
Palestine share the same bunk and participate togeth-
er in the session. “Bunks and coexistence sessions are
grouped by conflict region,” helping in the effective-
ness of these sessions, according to the Seeds for
Peace website.

But Hussein thinks that the organization’s goals
go beyond that: “It wants the kids to understand the
real meaning of peace and help accomplish it within
the next year.”

The sessions are conducted over three weeks in
the forest, where the students participate in sports,

See SEEDS, 2
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JAVA'S NEW LOOK: AUC senior Hany Nagy brought more coffee and competition to campus with his new business,

Caffe Alberto. The cafe is located on the Falaki campus.

AUC senior brings lattes,
cappuccinos to Falaki campus

By OMNEYA OSMAN

Caravan Reporter

Hany Nagy, a mechanical engineering senior,
started a part-time business by purchasing a coffee
franchise from Italy and setting up Alberto Café at
AUC.

That brings the campus coffee-drinking fad to
students in the Falaki campus for the first time.

New coffee machines have been installed in the
Falaki building’s cafeteria and ground floor, provid-
ing gourmet Italian coffee to AUC students. Alberto
Café€ is now serving a large variety of coffee for those
with a taste for it.

After conducting thorough research, Nagy found
10 coffee suppliers in the Egyptian market, despite
the soaring demand.

Along with a friend from Cairo University, Nagy
started an import/export company, purchased the
franchise, and went as far as taking a five-month
course about coffee to learn the techniques of tasting
and preparing good coffee.

“The coffee machines we had at AUC did not
serve quality of fresh coffee,” said Nagy.

However, the competition between the many cof-
fee outlets in and around the AUC campuses has

pushed quality to its maximum, so students are
searching for better quality and taste than ever, said
Nagy.

“I ensure the quality of my coffee so people will
remember my name,” said Nagy.

With L’aroma as strong competition on the Greek
and Main campuses, Nagy intends to stay on the
Falaki campus, focusing on building a stronger name
that relies solely on the taste of his coffee.

There have been many complaints about the out-
dated coffee machines used by United Enterprises,
which runs AUC’s cafeteria. “We had to upgrade our
coffee services,” said Nabil Fikry, operations manag-
er of United Enterprises. “Our [objective] is that stu-
dents have a good cup of coffee.”

United Enterprises does not expect to sell Alberto
Café€ to students in the Main and Greek campuses any
time soon. “We agreed with L’aroma that they would
be selling in the Greek and Main,” said Fikry.

Nagy plans to build a better reputation and a
strong name in the market, which will assist him in
importing other products for the Egyptian market. “I
want to expand to [other parts of] the Middle East
t00,” he added.

After five months, Alberto Café is now selling at
Chili’s, Alain Le Notre, Sheraton Hotels and Al Azhar
Park.

MAJORS: Creation could take two years

CONTINUED FROM 1

The budgeting for these new
majors will mainly depend on
already existing resources. “The
cost of introducing these new pro-
grams will not be the same as if
we were starting from scratch,” he
said.

Current faculty from depart-
ments like electronics engineering
and computer science can teach
courses in new majors such as
computer engineering, he said.

Even if these majors get final
approval from the administration
and the Senate, the process takes
two years to complete. “Two
years is a magical number for us,
because after two years we will be

moving to the new campus where
we have bigger spaces and new
labs,” Haroun said.

New majors being considered
include petroleum engineering,
environmental science engineer-
ing, computer engineering and
architectural engineering. But the
school will conduct market
research to identify which majors
are of greatest interest to students,
parents, faculty and employers.
That will determine which major
will be introduced first.

According to Haroun, the pur-
pose of introducing these new
majors is to strengthen the school
and satisfy the needs of parents
and students.

Rana Amr, a construction

engineering freshman, said that
the school of engineering needs to
add new specializations because
the existing majors are not suffi-
cient for the large number of engi-
neering students. “I like architec-
tural engineering, but it is not
offered at AUC, so I declared con-
struction engineering to study
internal design,” said Amr.

Sara Sallam, electronics engi-
neering senior, said that petrole-
um and computer engineering are
majors with a very high demand
in the job market.

“Most students will major in
these new majors, if actually
offered, because graduates from
these majors earn a very high
income,” Sallam said.

Exhibit highlights AUC’s diverse talent

By HAssAN HASSAN
Caravan Reporter

AUC’s first art exhibit of the
semester displays the artwork of
more than 30 art students at the
Falaki galleries on the second and
fifth floors, presenting a semester’s
worth of their work.

On Sept. 9, the Falaki galleries
hosted students, faculty and alumni
as they walked around comment-
ing on the work, enjoying tea and
snacks.

The second floor gallery dis-
played Jenny Bowker’s “Clothes
from Heaven,” a series of embroi-
dered ‘quilts’ depicting landscapes
and various scenes from nature -
palm trees to beaches in bright col-
ors and meticulous craftsmanship.

As you leave the area where
the quilts are displayed, you notice
a more somber theme, while still
keeping to the art of embroidery.
Ibrahim Hosni’s work is a series of
folkloric Egyptian tapestries and
various preliminary sketches that
will later be embroidered.

The fifth floor gallery show-
cased various works of AUC’s art
majors and minors, in a range of
media from watercolor to charcoal.

The exhibit also showed off
many artforms, from portraiture
and still-lifes to a few sculptures
here and there.

Student artists displaying
their work included Maha EI
Swais, Rachel Woolery and Mina
Farouk.

People lingered more in the
halls of the small fifth floor, reach-
ing up to see the pictures on top
and kneeling down to see the pic-

the bottom.

Students from introductory to
advanced classes could all see
their work on display and one of
the models, an AUC janitor, had a
wall to himself, in which students
captured his resemblance.

The work on exhibit is more
than worth seeing and the student
exhibit is as professional as it can
possibly be. The galleries will
remain on display until Oct. 27.

tures at
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WALLS OF TALENT: Student art is on display on the walls of the Falaki fifth
floor gallary. It is the first exhibition of the semester.

Retreat helps 38 students leaders hone leadership, communication skills

By NAZLY ABOU SEIF
Caravan Reporter

Thirty—eight student leaders withdrew from
AUC’s busy campus to hone their leadership and
communication skills in a student leadership retreat in
Ain El Sokhna.

The trip was organized by the Office of Student
Development and took place on Sept.15. It included 17
members from the Student Union (SU) executive board,

as well as presidents of student clubs and conferences.

The retreat included seven sessions, the first
being a general discussion about the Student
Leadership Award Program. These awards are given
at the end of every semester to student leaders based
upon their job performances.

Students attending wrote the first drafts of their
job descriptions, which they will follow throughout
the semester. The rest of the sessions were lectures
about leadership and communication skills, trust and

team building, followed by exercises that put those
concepts into practice.

“Students got to know one another, developed a
sense of trust and worked as one towards one mis-
sion,” said Mohammed Dabbour, associate dean and
director of student development.

“You could feel the closeness between the stu-
dents by the end of the retreat, which was our main
objective,” Dabbour said.

“But the retreat was not all about training and

exercises. It also incorporated an entertaining atmos-
phere,” said Saif Abou Zaid, chair of the SU public
relations. “It engendered a feeling of bonding between
all members, creating a positive spirit.”

“This trip was arranged to improve the skills of
the 38 student leaders,” said Waleed Abd El Rahman,
a representative from the Entrepreneurs’ Society. “It
was quite an experience. The true value was in
exploring and learning from successful leaders,” said
Abd El Rahman.

SEEDS: Four students participate in program

CONTINUED FROM 1

sessions on coexistence and debates
where they could express how they
feel towards the other side.

According to the website, “this
comprehensive system allows par-
ticipants to develop empathy,
respect, and confidence as well as
leadership, communication and
negotiation skills — all critical
components that will facilitate
peaceful coexistence for the next
generation.”

“The different activities that
we participated in helped induce
team work,” said El Sammaa. “It
forces you to interact with the rest
of the students.”

For El Sammaa, sports was the
most beneficial activity, since it is a
“universal language” and a com-
mon ground between people where
they can forget about the bigger

problems.

Hussein first joined Seeds of
Peace in ‘99 when he was 13 years
old. “I wasn’t scared but rather
excited... I have always perceived
Israelis as the enemy but now I
think if them as the other [side] of
the conflict,” he said.

“The whole experience reacti-
vates your political awareness,”
said Hussein, “since the Egyptian
children are brought up in a very
remote environment, where the
Palestinian/Israeli conflict is noth-
ing but a fairy tale.”

Hussein believes that some
people might perceive the organiza-
tion as a tool to “brainwash” the
children of the Middle East, but to
him it is a positive brainwash.

El Samaa agreed. She said that
before going to the camp and meet-
ing the Israeli students, she was

expecting to meet “weird people”
who would constantly fight with
her.

“My main goals were to stick to
the Arabs, defend my country and
the Middle East and not to open up
to the other side,” said E1 Sammaa.

But that idea changed once she
got out of the camp. Because of this
experience, El Sammaa was “able
to put a face on the enemy and make
an effort to understand them better.”
She believes that it is essential to
learn how to “coexist and to learn
how to get along.”

The camp is located in
Otisfield, Maine, which is approxi-
mately a 45-minute drive from
Portland.

For more information visit
http://www.seedsofpeace.org

IBRAHIM: Professor unable to run for presidency
because he possessed an American passport

CONTINUED FROM 1

“In other words, it excluded
anyone who was in competition
or who would be able to give
Mubarak a tough time,” he said.

As an Egyptian citizen with
an American passport, Ibrahim
was excluded from campaigning

“There were 22 major types
of [election] violations,” he
charged, including the fact that
half of the polling stations
opened after the official time of
8:00 a.m. and only half of them
used the traditional waterproof
phosphoric ink to show whether a
person had voted.

Campaigning was another
problem since not all candidates
had equal access to a proper one.
According to Ibrahim, Mubarak

was elected by only 10 percent of
eligible voters.

“His [Mubarak’s] legitimacy
has a big question mark,” he said,
adding that Mubarak also
advanced the elections a whole
month to avoid having university
students in the streets. Mubarak
also made the campaign period
very short and made sure the
government refused international
monitoring, he added.

Ibrahim was supposed to
write his memoirs but events in
the Middle East happened so fast
that he ended up giving 25 public
speeches, making more than 50
television and radio show appear-
ances and writing six opinion
columns, some for American
newspapers like the New York

Times.

Ibrahim is also head of the
Ibn Khaldoun Center for
Development Studies, a non-gov-
ernmental institution for the
“advancement of applied social
sciences,” according to its offi-
cial website. In this capacity,
Ibrahim aims to promote democ-
racy in Egypt and the Middle
East.

He said his next task would
be monitoring the upcoming par-
liamentary elections.

“We will try to make sure
there is international monitoring
and full judicial control of the
parliamentary elections, as well
as equal access to media for all
opposition party candidates,” he
said.
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In the world of fashion, there
are fashion oops and fashion
wows, and anyone who sits on
campus notices both clearly. This
semester the Caravan decided to
document some of these, and per-

What's
hot and

, haps help you differentiate

what’s between a fashion YES and a
fashion NO.

not. A Many AUC students say

. there are no rules to fashion.

faSh 10N They are wrong. How else would

you know, for example, not to
wear matching denim? Fashion is
just one part of how the world
perceives you. Having it all also
includes having a sense of style,

guide
for the

female whether you choose classy, high
or low casual chic, trendy or
students urban.

Here are 10 simple rules to
help young ladies dress comfort-
ably and elegantly at school:

of AUC.

Ten

simple
rules of

g/' faS h IO N (for girls)

By PassanD EL HAMMAMI
Caravan Reporter

1. Do not wear a top or a pair
of pants that do not fit or suit
your body type. In other words,
don’t wear your little sister’s
clothes.

2. Keep your tops and pants
with glitter all over them, no mat-
ter what color, for any occasion
other than university.

3. If you decide to wear a
skirt to school, make sure it falls
below your knee and that it’s not
too tight; looser skirts give a bet-
ter impression and are far more
flattering to your body.

4. When choosing your out-
fit, make sure you wear matching
colors. For example, do not mix
red with green or pink with
orange.

5. If you have a tanned skin
tone, go for lighter colors like
yellow, lime green or white. If

you have a lighter skin tone,
never hesitate to wear black to
bring out your features. Black
clothes always look more flatter-
ing and sophisticated.

6. Leave your sweat pants for
the gym.

7. Make sure your underwear
is not visible for everyone to see;
that’s why it’s called underwear.

8. Baggy pants were made
for both sexes, but if you girls
own a pair, there are certain rules
on how to wear them. Make sure
it’s fitted at the waist and hips;
baggy pants for girls usually have
an “A” shape.

9. Never wear white pants
that are see-through; nobody is
interested in the color of your
underwear.

10. Leave your “Spice Girls”
heels at home.

Illustrations by Hassan Hassan / THE CARAVAN

After a life of challenges,

El Omari overcomes odds

By HASSAN HASSAN

By MoONA ABDIN
Caravan Reporter

A true pioneer in the field of
psychology in Egypt, she’s trav-
eled the world to get the highest
quality education available. Iman
El Omari, a psychology professor
at AUC, has fought battle after bat-
tle to achieve all that she has
accomplished. A sheer combina-
tion of determination and class, El
Omari adds freshness to the psy-
chology department.

El Omari works at AUC’s
Counseling Center and its Student
Mentoring unit in addition to
teaching psychology.

Born in Palestine, EI Omari
moved to Egypt at the age of 12.

“My high school teacher at
Cairo American College made me
interested in psychology and
human relations. I enjoyed classes,
I enjoyed the readings and I decid-
ed that I wanted to learn more
about it,” El Omari said.

She graduated from AUC with
a psychology major and a minor in
music. “Music is another thing that
used to occupy a lot of my time.”

She spent less than a year
training at Behman Hospital in
Egypt. After that, she decided to
travel to the U.S. to study for
another four years for her master’s
degree.

“Four hours before my flight
to California, I decided that I
wouldn’t leave my family,” said El
Omari. But she stayed just one
more night with her parents in
Egypt, and then told herself she
had to stick with her decision to
travel. She returned to Egypt five
years ago at the age of 26.

El Omari explained that the
Egyptian society does not encour-
age psychiatrists, but she insisted

. Yll:
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on going for what she was interest-
ed in.

“What makes the job reward-
ing is that you make a difference in
someone’s life. You can’t under-
stand how happy you become
when someone decides that they
need to talk to you,” said El Omari.

“Counseling is not about com-
forting patients, its about making a
change that’s going to make the
patient happier and in a better
place,” she said.

She has a special teaching phi-
losophy which drives her to steer
away from the bad habits her own
professors used when she was a
student at AUC. “My students like
my teaching more than my coun-
seling,” she said.

“El Omari is a great professor.
We really enjoyed her class and
she made us discover new things
about ourselves [as well as oth-
ers],” said Nadine El Alfi, who
studied abnormal psychology with
El Omari.

“I try to be friendly and get my
students to apply what we do in
class in their everyday life, either
with their children, or for them-
selves. They walk away with a bet-
ter understanding of what psychol-
ogy is,” she said.

Caravan Reporter

Watching a horror or thriller movie keeps you riv-
eted while taking your breath away.

The best horror films are an adrenaline-filled nine-
ty minutes packed with screaming, jumping out of your
seat and finally, relief. This summer was a horror
movie buff’s dream come true, with a plethora of
movies released in this genre.

One of the summer’s hits was Kate Hudson’s
Skeleton Key, released by the same team which created
The Ring. Although Hudson is new to the genre, she
gives a good performance in Skeleton Key. Her usually
bubbly persona has been taken down a notch, yet is still
there. Hudson plays Caroline, a hospital nurse in New
Orleans who takes a job in a house, caring for an elder-
ly man who has suffered a stroke. However, all is not
well in the house where the dying man, together with
the often clichéd semi-scary old woman, bring about a
series of events that will leave tingles going up your

Movie Review: Skeleton Key

spine. Caroline begins to doubt his condition and
explores the house and the town for answers.

Skeleton Key, unlike other chilling horror movies
leaves you with a stuffy and claustrophobic feeling.
One of the major disappointments in the film is its slow
pace. As an audience you are not sure of Caroline’s
objectives and the questions she poses. In typical
thriller style though, the movie leaves you with the
question of what you would do if you were in the same
situation, which fills in some of the slower points:
“Would I do that? Hell no, I’d just run.” The plot is not
quite as captivating as it could have been.

The house itself plays a pivotal role, as it success-
fully adds a thrill, but the characters are rather superfi-
cial throughout the movie. The film, however, employs
an excellent script and great cinematography. The
images will scare you more than most of the characters.

The climax of the movie will leave you breathless,
with one of the best twists since movies like The Sixth
Sense and The Others. You will gasp and turn to the
person next to you with an aghast ‘what?’, ultimately
leaving you with a satisfied movie-going experience.

Makani imports taste of Mediterranean
s

By MOSTAFA YOUSRY
Caravan Freelance Reporter

This year Sharm el Sheikh has
sent a branch of an original café
over for Cairo to enjoy.

Walking into Makani on a
Saturday afternoon, there was the
air of a quiet summer day on the
North Coast. There were few lights
on, but the café got plenty of sun-
shine. The furniture design and
color themes of the walls offer a
bright and warm atmosphere, with
colors ranging from off-white to

sitting. Other items include the
soup of the day, a choice of fresh
juices and surprisingly enough,
sushi. The sandwiches look and
taste fresh, and the food is well pre-
pared. The price for a large sand-
wich averages around LE 15, while
soup averages a little over LE 12
and desserts range from LE 5 to LE
10. The service and staff are friend-
ly and fast, leaving you satisfied
after a healthy meal.

Although there is an area out-
side the café that has been designed
to match the interior, no tables have

Ahmed El-Laithy

burnt orange.

The decor is easy on the eyes
yet still manages to smoothly blend
different styles together. The wood-
en furniture and tables give off a
rustic look, while the ceiling orna-
ments and the floor patterns sug-
gest classical Arabic design. And
the use of logs in the ceilings
resembles those used in beach
houses. All this comes with Bose
speakers mounted on the walls and

wireless LAN for those who want
to surf the net.

There are no menus in the café,
only chalkboards (obviously a
booming trend) where the items are
listed for you to choose from. The
menu mainly offers sandwiches
and salads, with classic desserts
served as well, including cheese-
cake, cinnamon rolls and enormous
doughnuts that only a champion
eater would be able to finish in one

been set up yet. But you can count
on this place making changes once
the weather eases up enough for
people to enjoy sitting outdoors.

It’s nice to see that Cairo has a
easygoing café that has managed to
bring that special summer flavor to
the busy city.

27 Hassan Sadek St.,
Heliopolis (behind Baron Palace)
Telephone: (02) 691 0310

Q& A

QUESTION:
What is the
strangest incident

that happened to
you at AUC?

“I got lost in the Main
Campus at my first day
at AUC, and cried and
kept calling my
brother and mother.”
- Donia El Saddat,
JRMC junior

“I attended the wrong

class for a week and

took notes.”
- Marwan Mahrous,
MENG senior

“I fell from the fourth
step of the Political
Science stairs (1st floor
of the SS) until the very
last step, but thank
God it was 9 a.m., no
one saw me.”
- Aliaa Ismail,
Psychology senior

“l insulted a professor
in class not knowing

that he was seated
among the students.”
- Omar Mansour,

JRMC senior
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Letter Policy

The Caravan welcomes letters to the editor responding to published
material or commenting on subjects that are of interest to the general
community. Only e-mailed letters (caravan@aucegypt.edu) not exceed-
ing 400 words will be accepted. All letters must be signed with the stu-
dent’s name, ID number, major and year.

We reserve the right to edit any submission to the Op-Ed section for
libel, grammar, punctuation, clarity, and space. The Caravan is under

no obligation to print all pieces submitted.

Submit your letter by Sunday at 6 p.m.

Editorial Disclosure

The opinions, columns and cartoons printed in the Caravan do not
necessarily represent the opinions of the editorial staff.

Correction Policy

The Caravan welcomes corrections for any of the content on our
pages. Please e-mail corrections to caravan@aucegypt.edu.

Submit your corrections by Tuesday at 3 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JRMC Chair commends Caravan on first issue

I just finished reading the Caravan issue 1, Volume # 86, the first
issue for the fall semester 2005/2006 and I want to congratulate you on
your wonderful contributions and excellent performance. It looks like it
is going to be the year of the Caravan. Please allow me to express my
gratitude to all members of the Caravan family. Also, allow me to salute
the energy, creativity, vitality, and hard work of all the journalism and
mass communication students who acted as professionals and young
experts to deliver this product of high quality. Let me thank you for set-
ting the standard for the new generations of journalism professionals in
Egypt and for being one of the leading university newspapers in the
country. Congratulations again, and please keep it up.

- Hussein Amin, Ph.D.
Department of Journalism and Mass Communications Chair

Cartoon imagery was ignorant and insensitive

When I saw Ayman El-Hakea’s “4 Years after 9-11” cartoon, my
initial reaction was that of shock which grew to anger. Now I am sorry
for the author who has shown his ignorance. The event of Sept. 11,
2001, which he so fickly portrays, was a tragic loss of innocent lives.
Nothing is gained and any point he may have wanted to make was lost
when he failed to honor the symbol of that awful day. As far as the
Caravan goes, I hope you all strive towered legitimacy. Please begin
this by not allowing trash like this to be published.

- Tommi Drum
Arabic Language Institute Student

The Voice

The Caravan planned to run a cartoon this week depicting a split
campus. In its essence, the drawing depicted the prevalent image that the
“cool kids” hang out in the Greek Campus quad and the “losers” hang out
in the Main Campus quad. Fortunately and unfortunately, the cartoon is
not in this issue because it was misplaced. While it is unfortunate that we
will not be able to display the hard work of one of our talented cartoon-
ists, we are fortunate that this cartoon sparked a thoughtful discussion
among our staff. After some reflection, we arrived at these thoughts.

Frankly, the message of the cartoon is one we might expect from a
high school student. Creating and encouraging a rift between those who
are “popular” and those who are not is a terrible way to build a commu-
nity. Instead, we encourage the student body to reach out to those who are
less social, make a new friend and possibly learn a great deal from some-
one who more than likely has much to offer this university.

Some will say that these are the best years of our lives. However, if
we do not learn by the end of our college experience to look for the good
in other people, these years were a failure.

We encourage the freshman to resist the temptation to divide this
campus between “beauties” and “geeks,” and we encourage those who
are in their last semesters to join the Caravan in the spirit of inclusion.

- CARAVAN STAFF

Have an
opinion?
Put it here.

Send your
thoughts to:
caravan@aucegypt.edu
or
amiraelgawly@gmail.com

GUEST COLUMN
Cross-cultural studies:

Braving Cairo

From toilet troubles to taxi drivers, an
American shares her experience to date

TASNEEM CHITHIWALA
Journalism Study Abroad/Northwestern University

“You’re going to Cairo for a semester? Wow, that’s really brave.”
That was pretty much the general reaction I received last year when [
decided that I wanted to study in Egypt for four months. As the days
before my departure to the “Land of the Pharaohs” (as our ISSO staff
calls it) came to a close, I found myself confident, almost arrogant, at the
prospect of spending the next four months in such a unique place. I was
confident I wouldn’t experience so-called “culture shock,” thanks to my
ethnic background. After all, ’'m Muslim and Indian. Yeah, so what if
I’ve lived my entire life in the States? Let me begin by putting my foot
in my mouth.

After having a minor anxiety attack in front of Hill House upon my
arrival, I knew this semester would certainly be memorable. I’'ve never
been one to see misfortune as an obstacle; rather, I live my life for these
awkward moments. Like when I first arrived at the Cairo airport. Let
me just say that the bathrooms here are fairly different from those in the
U.S. It’s no surprise I was confused. As I went to flush the toilet, I was
faced with a debacle—which button was the right one? After some time,
I decided to press the one on the side of the wall. Bad decision; water
came squirting up from the bowl. I flung the door open as the bathroom
attendant raced in. Flustered and embarrassed—and with limited Arabic
under my belt—I couldn’t even apologize to her as I rushed out of the
bathroom.

Since then, my life has been a series of awkward moments. From
Khan el Khalili to the streets of AUC, I have found myself in bizarre sit-
uations. I have slipped in puddles of water dripping from air condition-
ers above my head, and been chased by cab drivers yelling at me for
more money. Yet, this city has made me feel comfortable and at ease. 1
don’t know whether it’s the call to prayer that marks the hours of the day,
or the “golden arches” of McDonald’s, or just the general hospitality of
the Egyptian people, but in a mere three weeks, the city has managed to
become my new favorite place. Still though, a full semester awaits me,
and I wonder where my adventures in Cairo will lead me.

View from the top:
Egypt 1s not...

HANAA AHMED
Managing Editor
baroua@aucegypt.edu

The year 2005 witnessed a
revolutionary presidential elec-
tion, paving the way for democra-
cy by allowing Egyptian citizens
to choose their ruler for the first
time. However, our governmental
system is still operating under a
constitution that does not reflect
the changes that have occurred in
Egypt and the whole Middle East
since 1971.

Functioning under a constitu-
tion that was established in 1971
by the late president Mohamed
Anwar El Sadat, Egypt’s current
political, social and economic circumstances do not match the conditions
when the constitution was written.

Let’s start at the beginning.

I must say that I find it both funny and sad that the first article in the
Egyptian constitution says, “The Arab Republic of Egypt is a Socialist
Democratic State based on the alliance of the working forces of the peo-
ple.” Describing Egypt as a Socialist Democratic state is one of the fun-
niest things I have ever heard. But what makes it even funnier is that it
then also says Egyptian society is based on the alliance of the working
forces of the people. You get the feeling that the constitution is describ-
ing a different country, not the one you were born and raised in. It is as
far away as possible from the truth.

Egypt is neither a socialist nor a democratic state. When the 1971
Egyptian constitution was written, Egypt was implementing socialist
concepts under the late president Gamal Abdel Nasser. But these con-
cepts have been eliminated after a series of reforms beginning in El
Sadat’s rule. I am not going to talk about the changes that took place; I
just want to say that Egypt now is in a transitional phase.

After changing the 76th amendment, some said that Egypt is on the
route to democracy. But still, it takes more than one amendment for
Egypt to be considered a democratic state.

President Mubarak, after winning the presidential elections, I urge
you to complete what you started with the 76th amendment and give
Egypt what it truly deserves, a constitution that actually represents Egypt.

GUEST COLUMN

Student life for a Muslim in

the U.S. & Egypt

RAYA SHOKATFARD
JRMC Graduate Student

As an older student returning to university life in U.S., I was
pleasantly surprised to find incredible openness and lack of prejudice
in various universities. In the small college I first attended, I was the
only Muslim. I attracted curiosity among the faculty and the students.
I was more than happy to explain about some of my religious beliefs
and restrictions. The faculty would go out of their way to accommo-
date my needs. In a very short time I felt totally at home.

Had it not be for this kind of openness, I would have probably not
continued my higher education. After obtaining my B.S. degree, 1
decided to come to Egypt, to an American university in order to get
my master’s degree in journalism and TV broadcasting. I would have
the best of both worlds: an American degree in a Muslim country.

Again, I was pleasantly surprised to find AUC following similar
guidelines. The staff and faculty have been quite nice and welcoming.
It is also quite comforting to see so many females wearing hijab. The
prayer rooms here are heavenly gifts for me. I appreciate them so
much.

In many larger universities in U.S, there are religious, or special-
ty groups and clubs of various kinds. These kinds of organizations are
encouraged and welcome.

I was a bit taken aback when I learned that religious groups and
gatherings are not encouraged at AUC. This is especially hard for
international students who have certain religious beliefs and would
like to form a club so they can socialize and study among their own
kind. Also, the international Muslim students could find themselves
isolated here. I found several students expressing concern and interest
about this issue. I hope that AUC will reconsider this policy and fol-
low the American universities’ examples.

In other areas, many students share with each other their good and
bad experiences here at AUC. I had a bad experience in the gym that
turned into a great ending. Inquiries about women-only exercise time
resulted in no set time for the past three weeks. Following the sugges-
tion of one of the staff, I tried the early morning time in the main cam-
pus, hoping there would be no men and no music. I was wrong. [
shared my frustration, need and concerns with Mohamed Taher
Ragab, the acting sports director. After asking a few questions, he
made some calls and arranged a daily 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. daily gym
time for females only and with no music. I am grateful and I hope
other females interested in privacy while exercising will take advan-
tage of this opportunity and come for the all-female gym time Sunday
through Thursday.
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Caravan seeks cartoonists

SPEAK NOW ...

or forever hold your peace!

Send your thoughts to caravan@aucegypt.edu or amiraelgawly@gmail.com

Music Buzz

1 'l don't think you're ready for this
jelly’

4 Song that shares its title with a
fashion magazine

8 Originally Lebanese, but sings in
Spanish

1 Missy Elliot and Ciara collaboration

2 'Newlywed' turned Daisy Duke

3 Biggest selling female artist

4 These girls' 'destiny’ is in the army

2 British band that recently released
their third album

3 He did it 'his way'

5 Theme song from Fantastic Four

6 Dating star of Charlie's Angels

7 Triple threat of
singer/dancer/actress with a body
part insured

8 Winner of American Idol's 1st
season

10 Will Smith in the 80s
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